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*^f^ HIS work, the second in order of publica- 
U tion of the Barnes's Brief History Series, is 
^"^ prepared upon the same general plan as 
^ the United States History, which has met 
with such marked approval. The peculiar 
features are ; the division of the book into 
great historical epochs; the Summary at 
the close of each dynasty ; the Chronological Review and the 
References for Reading at the end of every epoch ; the 
Geographical Questions at the beginning of each epoch to 
familiarize the pupil with the names and location of the places 
which were to become the scenes of great events ; the collec- 
tion in foot-notes of anecdotes, biographies, and interesting 
facts; the Historical Recreations; the frequent paragraphs 
on the Condition of the Country ; the portraiture of the man- 
ners, customs, and domestic life of the people ; the distinctive 
description of each great battle by giving the pivotal point on 
which its issue turned ; the use of bold, topical headings which 
attract the eye at a glance ; the lists of distinguished persons 
in the different eras; and finally the linking of events by 
tracing their cause and effect, and thus giving something of 
the philosophy of history. 



The spirit of the modern method of historical study is fully 

recognized ; but great pains has been taken to avoid the 

Jl^ opposite error of ignoring those great political events and 

^p characters by which the current of history has been guided. 

0Q Kings, queens, courts, battles and sieges have too largely 

decided the fate of nations and the progress of civilization to 



VI PREFACE. 

be lightly touched upon by one seeking to understand the 
causes of events. In all times past, the lives of a few great 
men have formed the warp of history, while that of the masses 
has been but the filling. 

To prevent frequent repetitions, and also to save space in 
this Series, a careful distribution of topics has been made. 
Thus the Merovingian and Carlovingian dynasties are treated 
quite briefly in this work, as they were Frankish lines, and 
occur again in the " (German History." The Crusades and 
Feudalism were general in their causes and effects, and will 
therefore be described more particularly in the " Brief History 
of the World." The numerous naval battles belong more 
naturally to the "English," and the invasions of the Goths 
and Vandals to the " Roman " History. 

Within the brief limits of a Preface it would be impossible 
to enumerate the authors who have been consulted in the 
preparation of this book. On all doubtful points, down to the 
Revolution, Henri Martin, the accepted authority in France, 
has been taken as a standard ; for later dates, Duruy, except 
during the time of Napoleon, where Lanfrey has been followed. 
In general, the author would hereby acknowledge his constant 
indebtedness to the various works enumerated in the Refer- 
ences for Reading at the close of each period. 

French history is full of warnings against despotism, an 
aristocracy, the abandonment of religion, the degradation of 
liberty into license, and the danger of an ignorant, excitable 
population. In no other history can the hand of a Divine 
Avenger be more clearly seen in the infliction of fearful national 
punishments. The American youth who cons this story well 
cannot but draw lessons of experience to guide him amid the 
perils which so grievously threaten our own national peace. 

NoTB OH Prohukciatioh.— The French nasal, which can only be learned by ear, 
is represented in this book by a black letter n. The French u and eu have also no 
perfect eqaivalent in English. The nearest approximation has been sought to be 
given. Webster has been followed in the characters used to designate the different 
vowel sounds. Although equal stress is claimed for each syllable in a French 
word, a native Frenchman gives a certain rising inflection to the final one, nearly 
amounting to our accent 



T^?J.i; <)f j^-OJ^T^J^T?. 
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was Gaul, It included the vast territory lying between the 
Rhine, the Alps, the Pyrenees, and the Ocean — a region 
more than a quarter larger than the France of to-day. 

The inhabitants, known to us by the general name of 
Ganla, consisted of several savage tribes chiefly of Celtic 
origin. A social race, they dwelt in villages, by clans, each 
under its fiitnily leader. They were fond of dress and showy 

Geographit^nl Qriettiont. — (See tnBpi, Fnintlepiece. also pp. 73 tuid 196)— 
BooDd Ancient Qanl. (See teit Bbove.) Bound Modem France. Where IgPro. 
vence (vBniul r Dtecrtbe the Rtiina. Hhone. Hense. ScheldL Moselle. LocaM 
HuseUleB, A.tx, Onuge. Niemes (aeem), Arlea (Arl), Nice (tieese), LjOBS. PbtIb, 
Ton™ (loor), Polllera (pwl-tWl), Amiens C-fl-On), Triiw CtrBv). Cologne, ChUotu 
(ibaMn), BoIbbods (ewla-sOu, almost swI-bOu). 
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ornaments. The men wore long^ flowing hair. The women 
aided their husbands in council and fought by their sides in 
battle. Enthusiastic in attack, but impatient of reverse, 
loving war for the sake of glory and conquest, excitable 
and demonstrative in everything he did, the Gaul of 2,000 
years ago was the unmistakable ancestor of the present 
Frenchman.* The Gauls were pagans, and worshipped the 
stars, the ocean, and the winds. Their priests were Druids, 
who dwelt in the depths of the forest, and were the deposita- 
ries of all the knowledge, poetry, science, and cultivation of 
the people. 

ZSmigrations. — For centuries, hordes of these barbarians 
were constantly emigrating with their wives and children 
into other lands. They swarmed over the Pyrenees, and 
there became mingled with the native population. They 
crossed the Alps, and carried fire and sword through Italy 
and Greece, and even into Asia Minor, f They enlisted 
under the banner of any great leader who promised . them 
the spoils of victory. " Whoever,'* says Michelet, " wished 
to buy headlong courage J and blood cheaply, bought them." 

The Conquest by the Romans is the first great &ct 
in Gallic history. Marseilles (Massilia), a city founded by 
the Greeks (600 b. c), troubled by unruly neighbors, called 
in the help of the Eomans (154 b. c). They came into Gaul 
often after that. Aix (Aquae SextisB), the first Boman settle- 

• The jovaig man who became fiit was pnniBhed leet it might interfere with hie 
martial exercises ; and in order to teach promptness, the one who arrived last when 
the army assembled was pnt to death. *"* A whole troop of strangers/^ said the old 
Roman soldier Ammianns, '* coald scarce resist a single Gaol in a fight, particularly 
if he were assisted by his stoat, blue-eyed wife, who, gnashing her teeth, distending 
her neck, and brandishing her large snowy arms, wonld deliyer blows like bolts 
from the twisted strings of a catapult." 

t Qalatia, memorable by the address of one of St. PauPs Epistles, was named from 
the dSbris of certain Gallic expeditions. 

t*'What do you fear?" demanded Alexander of some Gauls whom he met. 
" Only the fiill of the heavens," was the reply. ** Swaggerers I " said the con- 
queror, but forthwith took them into his pay. 
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ment beyoDd the Alps, was founded 122 b. o. An ext«DBive 
district was soon conquered. Being made a province of the 
empire, thie region came to 
be called Proyence, by which 
it is still popularly known. 
Ita fertile valleys and pic- 
turesque hilla, with pleasant, 
flouny slopes, were lavorite 
resorts for Boman &milies of 
distinction.* About 50 b.c., 
Julius Cffisar carried the con- 
quering Roman eagle through 
the entire coantry.f and for 
450 years Gaul was a Roman 
province, governed by Boman laws. 

SIffaets of tho Boman Conquest.— From this dates 
the civilization of the Oauls. It became a point of honor to 
follow Boman customs and to bear Boman names.^ The 
clans were broken up, and the people betook themselves to 
agriculture, commerce, the arts and sciences. Lyons, Paris, 
Marseilles, and other cities became centres of learning and 
trade. Beads were built connecting all parts of the country. 
Colleges were established, rivaling the schools of Athens or 
Alexandria. Qaul had her oratorH, poets, and historians, and 
even furnished teachers of rhetoric to Borne. Gallic citizens 
occupied posts of trust and honor, and were admitted to the 
Boman Senate. The country became filled with Roman 

■ BemaioB of Roman tHnmpbR] art]>eB >t Atz and Orange, and or tbe amphithea- 
tres at ArlM and Niemei, wUh gigantic rnlna of aqaedacte lod lemplei!. «tUI eilat 
to atteat the archllaclaral gloriee of that time, and to attract the admlntiun of the 

t Phitarch nya that Csaar fonght In Qanl agatn^t 3,000.000 of men ; one mllUon 
perlihed, one was enilaved, and one million only remained, 

% One TeccDndoridab. fDT eiample, changed hla name to the amoother Ralna JoUaa, 
■Dd became a print In the temple of Aneaatae. 
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families living in affluence and laxury. A Gallo-Boman 
population arose^ sharing in all the grandeur of the empire. 
Best of all, missionaries, coming from Asia Minor, introduced 
the Christian religion (a. d. 160). Bitter persecutions fol- 
lowed; but the pure doctrines of the new faith took deep 
root, and finally triumphed over pagan superstitions. 

The Decline of the Roman Empire left Gaul more 
helpless than Rome itself. For centuries it was the field of 
battle for rival generals who disputed the empire. Crushed 
by taxes, drained of money and men, the nobles -enervated 
by luxury, and the masses degraded by slavery, there was no 
power to hold back the hordes of northern barbarians which 
had been with difficulty restrained by the Eoman legions. 

The Conquest by the Gkermans, in the fifth century, 
is the second great event in the history of Gaul. Tribes of 
fierce warriors poured across the fi'ontier and swept the land. 
When order was somewhat restored, three Teutonic (Ger- 
man) nations were found established : the Visigoths in the 
south, the Burgundians in the east, and the Franks in the 
north. 

Invasion of Attila (4:61).— Battle of Chdlons.—ln the 
midst of this indescribable tumult Attila, with a half mil- 
lion of Huns, a fierce Scythian race, invaded the country.* 
Everywhere hii route was marked by fire and bloodshed.! 

* This savage horde, wild with blood and pillage, bowB with Baperstitioas fear 
before one man. With fiery mien and pompone gait he leads the march. A short 
stature, a large chest, an enormoas head, small eyes, a thin beard, gray hair, flat 
nose, and tawny skin— snch is his portrait. His name is Attila. Leaving to his 
companions the gold and silver vases, spoils of his victories, he eats gross messes 
ft-om wooden dishes. From the stool which he calls his throne he proudly snrveys 
his chiefs and boasts : " Tlte generals of emperors are slaves ; the generals of Attila 
are emperors.*' Then, brandishing his sword, ^^At my approach the etanfaU ; the 
earth trenMee ; lam the hammer qf the universe. Grass ceases to ffrow where the 
horse qf Attila has passed ! "— Mennechet. 

t St. Genevidve, the patron saint of Paris, is honored as having saved Paris from 
the Han. While yet a little peasant girl at Nanterre, eight miles from Paris, Gene- 
vidve attracted the attention of the good Bishop of Auxerre, and received a special 
consecration. Coming, in her womanhood, to the capital, she met with the mingled 
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Boman and barbarian Qaul combiDed against this commoii foe. 
They met on the field of Ch&lons. Three hundred thousand 
men are said to hare perished. So prodigious was the number 
engaged and so great the 
confusioD that it was im- 
possible to tell who was 
victor. Finally Attila fled 
and OanI was saved. 

Triumph of the 
Franlcs. — Not long after, 
there arose among the 
Salian* Franks CLOViS.f 
a young chiefcain of great 
energy. He conquered 
Syfi,-grius, the last Roman 
governor in Gaul (486), 
and became the founder 
of a Frankish dynasty. 

Power of the 
Church. — Amid the "^^ ^^ir^^ ^- — . 
wreck of the old Boman attil*. 

government and the de- 
struction of all other forms of order and civilization, the 
Christian Church alone survived. The common people 
learned to look to it as their most powerful defender. The 

TenentloD and eoDtnmelr nbtch great horror Id good works nsmilly lo^plres. AtUI* 
was approaching Parij and the people were preparing lo flee. At the height of their 
terror. Qenevidie stepped fOrward. "Forsake not jonrhomeB," she said, "rorOod 
has beard mj pnTsra. Atilla aball retreat." Some believed: tome mocked ; Home 
spoke of drowniog or atoning (he f^e prophet. But the prediction was folflllcd and 
I^rla was aared. 8be llted slit; jears aflerward. retered by all. 

• Then were two general dirtslons of the Prankg : the Sallana, whom we ehsll 
aooD esD Neoitrians. and the lUpnarlans or Anstisslana, the former between Ibe 
Scheldt sod the Menee, the latter between the Menee, Ho^elle. and Rhine. 

t-HIa name was Hlodowlg or Chlodvlg, the ume ae Ibe German Lndwig. the 
French Lonia, and (he BngUah Lewia. but he la jfeneiallr known bj his Latin name, 
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bishop was invested with a peculiar sanctity and regarded 
with reverential awe. He redressed grievances, appeased 
tumults, sheltered fugitives, and alleviated miseries. As the 
Visigoths and the Burgundians were Arians,* the clergy 
naturally preferred the Franks, who, though pagans, had no 
prejudices, and might yet be converted, and become "the 
sword of the Church.'* 

Summary. — The ancient name of France is GauL The inhabitants 
are of Celtic origin. They are a nation of warriors, and repeatedly 
devastate other countries. In the second century the Romans settle 
Provence, which becomes a famous resort. Caesar fearfully repays 
the Gauls for their former invasion of Italy, and conquers the entire 
country. The Gauls are made Roman citizens. From this dates their 
civilization. Cities are built. Schools are founded. A Romo-Gallish 
nation springs up. When Rome declines, the helpless Gauls become 
the prey of tyrannical emperors and fierce generals. As hope dies, 
there come the blessed ministrations of the gospel. The Franks, Bur- 
gundians, and Visigoths, repulsed in former times by the Roman 
legions, now burst across the Rhine and take possession of the land. 
Next come the Huns, but they are defeated at Chalons. Amid the 
general wreck the people learn to trust in the Church as their only 
friend. Clovis puts an end to the Roman rule in Gaul and founds the 
first Frankish dynasty. 

Manners and CustomB, — In his dress of skins, with his long, yellow 
hair fioating over his shoulders, the ancient tattooed Gaul drank from 
the skull of his enemy, and strangled the stranger wrecked on his coast. 
In forest clearings, beside the rivers, on hill-tops whence the enemy 
could be seen afar, or in retreats in wood or marsh protected by ditches 
and palisades, restless, eager, garrulous, fierce in rivalries and strong 
in clannish instinct, he marks the borders of savage existence. Further 
on, we see him in gay plaided trowsers and short cloak, the latter 
clasped over his shoulder, and glittering with gold and silver embroid- 
ery. Grown sympathetic, hospitable, and curious, he no longer puts 
the chance comer to death, but compels him to tarry and tell all he 
has ever seen and heard. In his round wattled hut, plastered with 
clay and thatched with straw, he grows into a better civilization as the 
years roll on. His table is well served; he has butter, honey, and 

* The disciples of Ariiis^ a bishop who had been expelled flrom the Church for 
rejecting the divinity of Christ. 
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bread leaveoed with beer-foam : hia htxaa and cheeses have gtined a 
foreign reputation. Fond to eicess of glitl«r and parade, his improre- 
menta often seek that form. He finds out briUiant dyes, prepares cos- 
meUcB, plates one metal with another, and veneers with precions woods. 
He walks on a carpet o( his own manufacture, sleeps on a mattress 
stuffed with wool, and drinks from a German silver cup the wine he 
preserves in a wooden 
cask. The Southern Qaul 
leads the advance, ab- 
Borhing Greek and Ro- 
man polish. The Gallo- 
Roman latj gentleman 
at last becomes a model 
of sumptuous and idle 
indulgence. The morn- 
ing reception, the bustle 
of the fomm, and the 
luxurious riesta, make 
up the ds7 ; baths, thea- 
tres, gladiatorial sports, 
and prodigal repasts em- 
ploy the evening. His oallo-boman costvhbs. 

elegant saloons glow irm B m wll el i JImumhJ ntd.. Haln Dim to IllL) 

with the gorgeous tapes- 
tries of Persia and Assyria. Reclining on conches draped in richest 
purple, his guests are served by rebust slaves, who bend beneath the 
weight of silver dishes. Flowers, music, perfumes, and graceful 
dancing-^ls make the air heavy with sensuous enjoyment. When 
wearied with the pleasures of the t«wn, he seeks his charming country 
villa, nestled at the foot of some olive or vine^:lad hill, or superbly 
crowning some mountain adorned with oak and elm. From its stately 
porticoes he watches the flow of the stream or ripple of the lake. One 
part, cool and sequestered, wooes to a summer rest, while the other, 
warmed by artificial heat, has every comfort for the winter home- 
Games and the chase, the theatre and the hath, delight and entertain 
his guests. Libraries and museums please their soberer moods, and 
delicious retreats, Mwnria, shut each one up at will to his own reve- 
ries. Meantime, the ladies spin and read and gossip in their own 
luxurious apartments. The grand repast, as In the dty home, rounds 
out and closes up the day. 

Sacfa is the picture which the records give. They reveal nothing of 
the everyday life of the serf — bought and sold with the soil; of the 
small farmers, whose condition was even less tolerable by reason of 
heavy taxes and the competition of large estates ; of the artisan and 
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mechanic, whose wages and profits were governed by laws so oppress- 
ive that he fied for refuge into slavery, only to be hunted, captured, 
and nibound to his deserted trade ; or of the Curial — dty magistrate — 
whose office, one of the highest in the land, was burdened with such 
odious responsibilities that the unhappy men on whom it fell made 
themselves bondsmen, married slave-women, or joined barbaric hordes, 
in hope of escape— fleeing their homes as the workman did his trade, 
like him to be pursued and forced to return. 

Iteferences for heading. 

CcBsar'a Commentariei.—Napolwn's Life qf Ccuar.- Creasy^ e JP\ftem Decisive Bat- 
tles <^ the World.— Gibbon's Decline and FaU qf the Roman Empire.— Sheppard's FaU 
qf Borne and Bise qf the l^ationalities.-HaUam's Middle Ages.— Motley's Bise qf the 
Dutch B^ublic (iDt CharacteristicB of GaulB and Celt»).—Busselfs IRatory qf Ancient 
Europe.— Bitson's Memoirs qf the Celts.— Perry's The Franks.-MUmmCs Hisiory qf 
Christianity in the First Three Centuries— Ficot, Bistoire des Gaulois.—LestangeyMs- 
toire des Oaules et oonqtdtes des Qaiulois.-'MarUn^ Bistoire de France. —Duruy^ His- 
toire de France. 

brents of the First J^poch in Chronological Order. 

B. 0. PAOB 

600. Marseilles (Massilia) funded by the Greeks . . . .10 

154. Marseilles called in Roman help 10 

122. Aix (Aquae Sextise) in Provence founded by the Romans 11 

58. CaBsar in Oaul 11 

A. D. 

160. Christians settled in Lyons 12 

251. Dionysius founded the Church of Northern France at Paris 

(Lutetia Parisiorum) -12 

407. German settlements in Gaul began 12 

451. Battle of Clialons. Attila defeated 12 

486. Battle of Soissons. Syagrius defeated . . . . 13 

Distinguislied JVunies of Ajicient Gaul, 

Vercingeiorix^ bravest and noblcBt of the Gaals, and the last to resist the great 
Roman conqueror. Defeated in battle, he gave himself up, hoping to save his people. 
Attired in all his barbaric splendor, he rode into Cssar^s camp, dismonnted, and 
throwing down his arms, silently awaited his doom. He was taken to Rome to adorn 
the victor's trinmph, and afterwards executed. 

<S7. Irenasut (a.d. 130-2Q2), second bishop of Lyons, and a Christian martyr. 

tV/. Hilary (300-968), bishop of Poitiers, noted for his eloquence and his enmity 
to Arianism. 

SI. Martin of Tours (360), introduced monasticlsm Into Gaul. 
;fipollinarit Sidoniut (430-488), bishop of Clermont. His songs are prized for 
their historical information. 
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I. THE MEROVINGIAN* LINE. 

481 to 752=271 TeaiB. 



LOVIS (iSl to 511=30 years) had a 

Christian wife. In the midst of a 

great battle, when the day seemed 

lost, he suddenly invoked the God 

of Clotilda, vowing, if victorious, to 

> adopt her faith. He won the day, 

and, with three thousmid of his men, 

waa afterward baptized at Rheims f 

(496). " Bum that which thou 

hast worshipped, and worship that 

ciovis. -which thou hast burned," said the 

bishop. Ciovis obeyed. Henceforth the whole power of the 

Church was enlisted on his side. 

Conqaests of the Franks. — The northern cities, as 
far as the Loire, opened their gates to his soldiers. The 

Geof/rapkieal ^eiNant. -iBee map, pp. i, aS, TB.l—Locale AnalraBla. Neoa- 
Ciii. SeptlmMia, Aqultaine (i-kS-Ua). BrltUH}'. Kotmaad]'. Teelr;. Ali-lti- 
Olupelle (e«B'lA-Bhapel, The OemuD QAme l6 Aacben). Oolmar. Hhoime (rfiuz)- 
BoDsn (rwOc). Ingelheim. Ponwnsy. Vardnn (Terdttn). SlraBbnrg. Daacribe 
tbe Loire (Iwir). Oaronne. Yienne (Tfr«D). DuiDtn. Seiuu (tAo). Wbere la Uis 
Oenain Ocean ! Adriatic t 

• So called from Merovlcli or Merowtng, Ihe grandfalliBr of Clovla, who wai Che 
leader at the Franks at the battle of Chfilon?. 

t Prom thlB bet BhelmB became the place for the Foronalian of all (he French 
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Catholic bishops in Burgundy chafing under Arian rule, 
Clovis subdued the Burgundian king, forced him to respect 
the rights of his Catholic subjects, and exacted an annual 
tribute to himself. " It grieves me," said Clovis, " to see the 
misbelieving Visigoths in possession of the fairest province of 
Gaul. Let us march." The Franks gladly responding to 
the chance for spoil, they crossed the Loire, and rapidly pur- 
sued their conquests to the source of the Garonne. On his 
return Clovis received from Anastasius, emperor of the East, 
a golden crown and the purple robes of a consul. This gave 
great sanction to his authority among his Gallo-Boman sub- 
jects. In him the Soman empire seemed to live again. He 
was no longer a barbarian chief, but an orthodox prince and 
a consul of Eome. Before his death he had united under the 
Frankish power the entire country between the Ehine, the 
Bhone, the ocean, and the Pyrenees, and had fixed his resi- 
dence at Paris.* 

Successors of Clovis. — The kingdom was now divided, 
according to Frankish custom, among the four sons of Clovis. 
There is little need to dwell upon their character or that of 
the remaining kings of the Merovingian line. " Nowhere,'^ 
says Gibbon, " can we find more vice or less virtue." Clotaire, 
the fourth son of Clovis (see Table in Appendix), murdered 
two of his nephews with his own hand, and condemned his 
rebellious son to be burned alive, with his wife and daughters. 
Fredegonde and Brunehaut (bruN-h5), daughters-in-law of 

* The following anecdote lUastrates the mde manner of goyemment among the 
Frankish kings. At a division of spoil at Soissons, Clovis asked for himself a val- 
uable consecrated vase, which the soldiers had taken ttom a church in Rhelms, and 
which he wished to retnm. All consented bnt one, who shattered the vase with a 
violent blow of his battle-axe, saying, *^ Never shalt thon have more than thy allotted 
share." Clovis held his peace. The next year, at a review of his troops, taking this 
man^B weapon, he threw it on the gronnd, with a reproof for not keeping it in better 
order. As the soldier stooped to raise it, Clovis lifted his own battle-axe, and bury- 
ing it in the skull of the unfortunate offender, exclaimed : ** Thus didst thou cleave 
the vase at Solssons." 
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Olotaire, have acquired an awful celebrity by their crimes. 
The melancholy fate of Brunehaut,* who, in her old age, 
was tied to the heels of a wild horse, and torn, dragged, and 
stamped to pieces, excites a momentary pity. 

Dagoh&rty Fredegonde's grandson, murdered his brother, and 
thus became sole monarch. He gained the good-will of his 
people by his royal progresses through the kingdom, in which 
he personally dispensed justice. In him — the liouis XIV. of 
the seventh century — ^the Merovingian line culminated, and 
at his death (638) fell to dust Mental imbecihty, which 
grows out of moral degeneracy, reduced the race of Clovis 
to a weak line of princes, who pass like a procession of pup- 
pets across the stage of history. The remaining 
monarchs of the dynasty are known as rois faine- 
ants — ^the do-nothing kings. 

Austrasia and Neustria. — During this time 
the Salians came to be called Neustrians, and the 
Bipuarians Austrasiaus. The general division be- 
tween the two was the Biver Meuse. In Austra- 
sia the German population and German habits 
predominated. Their chiefs, upon whom Clovis 
had conferred large estates^ possessed great power, 
which rendered them comparatively independent dagobbrt's 
of the sovereign. In Neustria, on the other hand, ^*'-™^ 
the Franks were few in number and isolated from their 
fellow-countrymen. Boman civilization and customs here 

* Few cbancten haye 1)een painted in more opposite colors by different writers 
than that of this flimoas Qneen of Austrasia. In the enthasiasm of her partisans, the 
conceded beantj of her person, the romantic incidents of her career, the unlimited 
praise and blame which one alternately meets in searching the old writers for her 
history, and in her tragic death, one is strongly reminded of that unfortunate woman 
of later days, Mary Queen of Scots. While the name of Brunehaut is associated with 
dark and foul crimes, we yet find many great and redeeming qualities. Some of the 
most eminent men of her time, such as St. Gregory the Qreat, Gregory of Tours, and 
others, speak strongly in her praise. She was a liberal patron of the arts, and her 
mnniflcence and patriotic zeal were attested by many public works and building, 
F^icl» r^malufd for centuries to perpetuate )ier memory. 
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prevailed, and the monarchical feeling, so characteristic of 
Koman society, was firmly established. 

The Mayors of the Palace, or ^^ Stewards of the royal 
household," took advantage of the weakness of the king to 
usurp all the power. At the battle of Testry (687), the 
Austrasians, under Pepin {Oer. Pippin), Mayor of the Pal- 
ace, utterly defeated the Neustrians. Henceforth Pepin was, 
in eflfect, king of the Franks. He successively placed six 
princes on the throne. Once a year he exhibited the mon- 
arch at the grand meeting of the Pranks. Alone, sad and 
silent, the descendant of Clovis was paraded to church in a 
cart, drawn, peasant-fashion, by a yoke of oxen. Here, with 
long, floating hair and low-falling beard, he sat on a throne 
of gold, and spoke a few words, which were put in his mouth 
for the occasion. He was then, with great pomp, conducted 
back to his palace. 

The Saccess of the Mayors of the palace was the 
triumph of the aristocracy over the monarchy, of the Ger- 
mans over the Eomanized Gauls. " The Franks under Pepin 
and his successors," says Sismondi, " seem to have conquered 
Gaul a second time." 

Invasion of the Saracens. — BattU of Tours (732).-- 
The empire of the Franks was now threatened by a more 
terrible enemy than the Huns. The followers of Mahomet 
seemed about to overturn Christianity, and establish a new 
faith at the edge of the sword. They had already crossed the 
Pyrenees, conquered Septimania, and were devastating the 
rich fields of Aquitaine. Everywhere the Crescent had sup- 
planted the Cross. Christian congregations met in terror, 
and no litany was without a prayer for deliverance from the 
infidel. Charles, the son of Pepin, and Mayor of the Palace, 
gathered the Franks, and met the Moslem hosts "between 
Poitiers and Tours." For seven days the two worlds, the twQ 
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faiths, stood face to face. Then, in a terrible flood, the fear- 
less riders of the desert, mouotod on their Arab steeds, 
poured down upon the army of the Franks. Their wild 
enthnsiasm broke in rain against the solid ranks of the 
North. Damascus steel glanced harmless from the iron hel- 
mets, while the heavy battle-axe crashed down with awfnl 
force upon tnrbaned heads. Id the midst of the carnage 
the men of Aquitaine fell on the Mohammedan rear. Assailed 
on both sides, the Saracens quailed." Charles seized the 
moment and ordered an advance. The Pranks bore down 
all opposition. The slaughter lasted till nightfall. Morning 
revealed the empty camp of the enemy, and Europe was 
saved to Christianity. Charles received henceforth the 
name of Martel (the hammer), for the valor with which hp 
ponnded the Saracens on that memorable day. 
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Fall of the Merovingian Line (752). — Pepin the 
Short, son of Charles Martel, wrote to the Pope, asking 
whether he who possessed the power of King ought not to be 
called by that name. Eeceiving a reply in his favor, he sent 
the last phantom monarch, Chiideric III., to the seclusion of 
a convent, and was himself lifted on a shield, after the Frank- 
ish custom, and declared King of the Franks.* Thus was 
established the second or Garlovingian line. 

Summary. — Clovis and his wild Frankish followers are converted 
and baptiz^. The Cliristian warrior extends his conquests until he is 
acknowledged from the channel to the Mediterranean. His descend- 
ants rule for nearly two and a half centuries. The kings divide their 
inheritance among their sons, each of whom tries to seize the others' 
share. Scenes of cruelty and blood ensue. Two women, Brunehaut 
and Fredegonde, gain an historic immortality through crime. Amid 
this anarchy the philosophic historian sees two races — ^the Roman and 
the Teutonic, and two principles — the monarchy and the aristocracy, 
contending for the mastery. Mayors of the Palace gain power through 
the weakness of the do-nothing kings. Pepin makes six puppet- 
monarchs in succession, whom he exhibits in public only on state 
occasions. His son, Charles Martel, gains the great victory of Tours 
over the Saracens. His grandson, Pepin the Short, becomes king. 
In him triumphs the German aristocracy, and the second or Carlovin- 
gian dynasty is established. 

Distinguished ^atnes of the Merovingian J^ra. 

Greffoty of Tour* (544-fi9S), wrote in Latin a history of the Franks up to his 
own day. It Is the aathority for the events of the early MeroTingian reigns. 

Si, Columbanut (Siyi)^ a pious, devoted missionary from Ireland, fomided monas- 
teries, tanght agricaltare, sought to promote peace and parity, and sturdily rebuked 
the vices of the Merovingian courts. 



* In order to render his person sacred and inviolable, he was anointed with ofl 
flrom a phial which was said to have been sent fh>m heaven for Clovls^s baptism. 
This phial, preserved at Bheims as a sacred relic, was used at the coronation of the 
French kings till the time of the Bevolutioo, 



II.— THE CARLOVINGIAN LINE. 
(762 to 987=236 Yews.) 

BPXN the Short* (752 to 
768=16 years), carried on 
long and Eanguinary etmg- 
glea with the Bretons, \ 
Saxons, and Saracena He 
snbdued Septimania; reliev- 
ed Rome from the attacks 
of the Lombards; and con- 
quered Aquit^ne. His fame 
has been eclipsed by the 
military glory of his fether 
and the Imperial grandeur 
of his 8on,t yet he inangorated the syBtem which Charle- 
magne developed, and which possessed most of the charac- 
teristic features of fendal Europe. Pepin made the support 
and advancement of the Church his chief dnty, and sum- 
moned the bishops to attend the great councils of the nation. 
Even his wars had a religions aspect At his decease his 
empire was left to his two sons, KiH'lomaD and Karl, — better 
known as Charles the Great, or Charlemagne. Soon after- 

• Thongh short of atatnre he pOBSosBed great coorago isd prodiglonB bodllj 
itrength. Combats of wild untimls vr^n ooe of the hTOrite unDeemenU Rt tho 
conrt or the Fisnkleh kliiK«. Fepln. It le said, vai at one of these In which ■ lion 
contended wltb a bail ; the latter waa being orerpoweied when the king cried ont to 
the lotda of tiw conrtt "Which of yon will dare to aeparalelhemf " No onere- 
■ponded, Pepin then sprang Into the arena, etmck off the heada of both beaata with 
bla aword, and fllneing the bloody weapon beBire his artoniehed conrUera, ei- 
daimed, in a tone of triumph; "Therel Am I not wortiij to be f onr king t " 

t Thia waa a tribe driTen oat of England by the altaclra of the Anglo-Saiona. 
Pteelng aenma the channel, they took poaaeadon of tlie land which, after them, waa 
caDcd Brittany. 

t It waa Inscribed on Pepin's tomb that be waa " Ihther to ChatlenUKne." 



U Of&UkS OAtrL. [783. 

ward, by the death of Im brother, the latter became Mug of 
the FraDks. 

Charlemagne's Reign (768 to 814=46 years), like that 
or his father Pepin, was almost a perpetual var. He tiadei- 
took no less than fifty- 
three important mihtary 
espeditions, nearly all 
of which were crowned 
withsuccese. These were 
waged aghast twelve 
different natiODS which 
threatened the borders 
of his empire. At their 
conclnaon his sceptre 
was acknowledged from 
the German Ocean to 
the Adriatic, and &om 
CKAKUHAQNE. tho ChaDBel to the 

Lower Danube, 
Charlemagne Crowned Emperor. —On Christmas Eve, 
in the year 800, while Charlemagne was kneeling before the 
high altar in St Peter's Church at Rome, the Pope unex- 
pectedly placed on his head an imperial crown, and hailed 
him Emperor of the Bomans. Henceforth Charlemague wag 
esteemed the successor of the C^sara. He nominated kings 
and pontiflb at his pleasure, and the potentates of the day 
deemed it an honor to be admitted to his presence or to WMt 
in his antechamber. 

Government — Charlemagne sought to establish order 
and unity among the different nations conquered by his 
sword. Great national assemblies, called Champs de Mars, 
were held every spring. In the &I1 there were councils of 
the lords to advise with the king on measures of importance. 
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After these meetings Charlema^e issued what were termed 
Capitularies, a medley of decrees, advices, and opinions on 
all subjects, religious, political, social, and domestic. The 
empire was divided into districts, governed by counts. Dele- 
gateB {missi dominici) visited each district four times a year, 
administering justice and re- 
dressing grievances. The em- 
peror promoted agriculture, 
arts, and manufactures, and 
gave his personal attention to 
the coining and circulation of 
money. He was a munificent 

patron of the Cliui'ch, and the cross accompanied bis armies 
everywhere. 

Ik)V0 of Leaming. — Charlemagne founded libraries and 
Bchools,* and spared no pains or rewards to gather scientific 
men about bis court. Persons were appointed to read to him 
at his meals. He carried about with him writing materials, 
that, at odd moments, he might practice this, in those days, 
rare aecomplishmeot History offers few more striking spec- 
tacles than that presented by this great monarch, surrounded 
by the princes and princesses of hia family and the chief 
officers of hia brilliant court, sitting as learners at the feet of 
their Anglo-Saxon teacher, Alcuin (-kwin), in the school of 
the palace at Aix-la-Chapelle. 

Charlemagne's DeatiL — Shori:Iy before he died he re- 
vised a portion of the Scriptures, comparing the Latin version 

• He HimeUm« estisfled himaelf of the progreia of the papUs by a personal vUlt. 

tbe NiDB of the princlpHl men In mj biDgdoni, ;on think thut j-onr birth and joai 
Health are enlBctent for jon, and that jaa stand In no need of iheae stadies which 
would do yon to mnch honor. Yon only think of drssB, play, and pleasare ; hat I 
■wear lo ynn I attach no eetlmatloa to these Hches or this nobility which brlni; yoa 
to mncb conaidemtlon ; and if yoa dn not quietly repair, by aeeldnong etadlee, tha 
time yon hare lost in frivolity, aerei^no. never—will yon ohtaln anythlcf' from 
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with the original Greek. He was buried in the cathedral 
which be had built at Aix-la-Chapelle, placed sitting on a 
chair, dressed in the imperial robes, with his beloved sword 
by his side, a copy of the Gospels in his hand, and a golden 
crown upon his head. 

The Successors of Charlemagne seem to have in- 
herited only a title from their magnificent ancestor. The 
descendants of Clovis were wicked; those of Charlemagne 
were weak. (See Table in Appendix.) 

Louis and his Sons (814 to 840=26 years). Louis the 
Good-Natured (Ze Debonnaire), the only son of Charlemagne^ 
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succeeded him as emperor. His amiability was lost on his 
wild Frankish waiTiors while it ruined the discipline of his 
own household. Having divided his kingdom among his 
three sons, he afterward foolishly attempted to provide for a 
fourth, their step-brother, out of their inheritance. This led 
to open warfare. In the hour of peril, when battling his 
three sons, he was deserted by his own army.* Twice was 
he forced to perform public penance, twice shut in a cloister, 
and twice brought out to pacify the deadly quarrels of his 
children. He died in the midst of a campaign against his 
son Louis. 

Battle of Fontenay. — 27ie '' Battle of the Brothers" 
(841). — The great name of Emperor fell to Lothaire, the 
eldest son. The other brothers, Charles and Louis, refused 
submission to him, and rallied their forces to assert their 
independence. A terrible battle ensued, in which 100,000 
men are said to have perished. The flower of the Franks, 
the descendants of the Teutonic conquerors of Gaul, fell on 
this disastrous day,t and no end was gained.J 

Treaty of Verdtin (843). — Afterward the three brothers 
made a peaceful partition of their lands. Louis received the 
territory on the east of the Rhine, comprising the chief part 
of modem Germany, and called East Frankland. To Lo- 
thaire, with the title of Emperor, was assigned Italy and a 
long strip extending across Europe to the North Sea. This 

* The scene of this defection, near Colmar, was long called the '^ Field of Lies.** 
t The Oallo-RoTOanB were considered nnworthy to bear arms by the side of their 
Frankish lords. 

t It was soon after this that the fiimons '* Oath of Strasbnrg" was taken, wherein 
Charles and Louis formally renewed their alliance. Lonis first explained the oath 
to his men in the German speech ; Charles did the same to his warriors in Franco- 
Roman, the parent of the present French language. Then Charles, standing before 
the Germans, took oath in their language, while Louis, conAronting the Frenchmen, 
took the same oath in the Bomance tongue. This incident shows how, already, the 
two nations were becoming distinct in speech. The oaths still remain, and that 
taken by Lonis before his brother*s troops is the oldest monument of the French 
language. 



kingdom took his name, which part of it still keepa* All of 
old Gaul west of this fell to Charles, and was styled West 
Frankland (in Latin, Franda), whence the name France,f 
and the origin of the French as a distinct nation. Thus the 
grandsons of Charlemagne dismembered the magnificent em- 
pire which had been the work of his life. Three monarchies 
arose from its ruins, henceforth to become more and more 
distinct in language, character, and interests. 

Kizigs of France (843-987). — France was now sepa- 
rated from Germany, and her monarchs are sometimes styled 
Kings of France rather than Kings of the Franks, though 
they di4 not themselves assume the name. On the contrary, 
they refused to identify themselves with the people of the 
country, and clung to their Teutonic language, dress, and 
manners. It is not worth while to mark their course, as, 
unable to stem the tide of affairs, they slowly drifted on to 
extinction. (See Table in Appendix.) 

Invasions of the Nonnans. — ^During the last days of 
Charlemagne the Danes and Normans had infested the coasts 
of his empire. J In order to repel them he built barks at the 
mouths of aU the great rivers. Under his degenerate descend- 
ants the seaboard was left without defence. The northern 
barbarians were quick to take advantage of the opportunity. 
In their hght boats they ascended the rivers, burning, plun- 

* Lotharini^ (Lorraine) lay fhns between the Germanic realm of Lonie and the 
Romance realm of Charles, taking in, doabtlees, then, aenow, lands of both speeches. 
Placed like an embankment between the two flunilies of Franks, this narrow strip 
has been a debatable land ever since. It was a kingdom which had no principle of 
nnity. No tie of language, history, or natural boundaries held together Holland, 
Provence, and the conntries between. They, therefore, soon fell apart. Sometimes 
we find Lorraine cnt np into several separate kingdoms, and sometimes divided 
between Qermany and France. 

t We shall, for convenience, now nse the terms "France^* and ^* French,*^ though 
they are by no means to be accepted in their modem sense. 

X One day, in Southern Ganl, he saw some of these pirate ships approach, and 
burst into tears. Addressing his wondering nobles, he said : " I know these pirates 
cannot barm me ; but T weep for the calamities they will inflict on my poBtority when 
I shall be here no more." 
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dering, and slaying. "When there was no water, or a force 
was raised to resist them, they carried their boats across the 
land, launched tbem on brooks where their very name was 
before anknown, and spread terror into the heart of the 
kingdom. In 845, they reached Paris, rifled its rich abbeys, 
and even carried away the timbers of which the bouses 
Were built. Charles the Bald, despairing of success by arms, 
persuaded them to leave by the payment of seven hundred 
pounds of silver. This made them eager enough to come 
again. At length, after years of torment, Charles the Simple 
proposed to give bis daughter in marriage to Rollo, a famous 
leader of the Normans, and offered bim a part of Neustria, on 
condition that he should be baptized, embrace the Christian 
f^th. and do homage to the crown.* Rollo accepted the 
proposition, and was baptized under the name of Robert. 

• "nilB EeremoDy was always couclnded by the rei^pleuU klselng the fbot of Iba 
loteniga. The banitht; RoUo refhaed to do Uil«, and on being told that It waa 
tndlipenesble, hs algned lo one or his altcndantB (o do It for b[in. Either throncta 
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Effect. — Rollo gave np his predatory habits and protected 
the coasts from any further invaBions. He applied himself 
to the development of his province, now called Normandy, 
which sooD became one of the most flouriehing in the Dation. 
Adopting the religion and usages of the French, the Nor- 
maos were soon distinguished as the bravest soldiers, the 
boldest sailors, and the most skilful and tasteful artisans. 
High-minded and patriotic, they took the lead in all daring 
enterprises. Ronen, their capital, became a splendid city, 
while in other places, cathedrals and churches of noble archi- 
tecture arose, which still remain the admiration of the world, 

Hugh the Qreat,* Count of Paris, obtained the power 

awkiiardneee or Inidlence. tills man brought the klDg'B foot to hts lips with audi ■ 
sudden jerk that Uie poor monarch lost tale balance and fell npon hla back. The 
rude NomuDS att«red load shoata of laaghter, and the simple Cbarlee, teniiled b; 
Ihelr bolsterom mirth, waa glad \o reseat himself npon bis throne, witbont noticing 
the affront, while hU cnnrtlera were content to paea It off aa an ttfcreeable pleaaaDtrr. 
■ Each of Yta three wlvea was a king's ilanghter. He ma; be called the Ung'maker 
itFrance, as the Barl of Warwick n-as of Bngland. 
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during the last days of the Carlovingian line, as the Mayors 
of the Palace did in those of the Merovingian. Three times 
the crown was at his disposal. On the death of Louis V, the 
do-nothing, Hugh Capet (cap-a'), son of Hugh the Great, 
was elected king. Thus the Carlovingian line ended, and 
the Gapetian hegan. 

Summary. — ^Pepin is made king hj the decision of the Pope, and in 
turn favors the Church. . Charlemagne founds a great Christian em- 
pire, and is crowned emperor. His weak successors quickly dissipate 
their vast inheritance. His grandsons fight for supremacy at Fon- 
tenay. Th^ Treaty of Verdun and a division of the empire follow. 
Modem nationalities begin to appear. Taking advantage of the ab- 
sence of the kings, the fierce Norman Vikings devastate the country. 
BoUo is baptized and founds Normandy. Under a waning dynasty the 
nobles triumph. Hugh the Great, Count of Paris, gains strength and 
becomes the ** king-maker " of Prance. With a do-nothing sovereign 
the Carlovingian line Comes to an end. Hugh Capet is crowned, and 
in his success the power of the nobles is assured. The German rule is 
replaced by a national dynasty. Gaul, having received the impress of 
Roman, Teutonic, and Norman iniluences, has at last a French king. 

The Benedictine Monks established themselves in France during 
the sixth century. Their quiet industry and attention to agriculture 
made gardens out of neglected wastes. The half-civilized Franks 
looked with a species of awe on the luxuriant fields which flourished 
only around the monastery, and grateful kings heaped immunities on 
a people who, having resigned the bustle and the pleasures of the 
world, thus added to its richness and its beauty. ' ' The inequalities 
of race grew less before these missionaries and pioneers of modem 
industry; liberty seemed to rouse her fainting head within their walls ; 
to labor, to sing, to build, to write— these were their four great tasks. 
The world has few nobler histories than that of the Benedictine Order ; 
few societies have left behind such monuments of ennobled toil." 

Rise of Feudalism. — ^Portions of his immense domains conquered 
from the Gauls were granted by the king to his followers on the con- 
dition of feudal service.* At first these grants or " benefices," as they 

* The relation web establiehed by certain prescribed ceremonies. 1. Homage. 
9. Fealty. 8. Investitnre. In rendering the first the vassal, on bended knees, nngirt 
and bareheaded, placed his joined hands in those of his lord or suzerain, and prom- 
ised to become " his man " from that day forth. Fealty was the sworn promise of 
service. InvesiUure was the placing in possession of the estate, either actually or 
aymbolically by me^ns pf some natural object, snch 48 a stone, turf, or braocb. Tb? 
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were called, were held only at the royal pleasure, but in time they 
became life-long and then hereditary. The more powerful chieftains, 
however, claimed part of the conquered territory as their own inde- 
pendent right, held not from the king, but of " God and their own good 
swords." Such possessions were called aUodial lands. That portion of 
the country which was allowed to remain with its former possessors 
was laid under tribute. Thus Gaul was held, part as independent or 
allodial ; part as a benefice by favor of king or chief; and part as trib- 
utary, cultivated by Gallo-Roman rustics. Taking advantage of weak 
kings, the dukes and counts, growing more and more powerful, levied 
troops, coined money, made laws, and administered justice in their own 
domains. In 877 their fiefs were declared hereditary ; henceforth they 
were like independent sovereigns. The weaker allodial proprietors, 
constantly harassed by these lawless neighbors, were glad at last to 
find protection by becoming the vassals of some great lord. 

Condition of Society. — The relations of society were all based on 
feudal ideas and obligations. The aristocracy * alone formed the nation. 
The villains, or small tenant farmers, held their lands on condition of 
a certain payment to their lords. The masses were serfs, chiefly of 
Gallo-Roman descent, who were bought and sold with the land. They 
possessed nothing of their own. Their time, the fruit of their labor, 
their children even, belonged to their lord. If they incurred his dis- 
pleasure, they could invoke no law in their behalf. In the cities the 
counts exercised an authority quite as galling as that of the nobles on 
their estates. Tolls and duties were multiplied. The people were 
obliged to maintain their lord and his train whenever he came within 
their walls. Provisions, horses, furniture, carriages, fuel, were carried 
away by force at the caprice of the master or any of his suite, without 
payment or redress of any kind. 

Manners and Customs. — ^The earliest Frankish invaders tied their 
flaxen hair in a tuft above their foreheads, with the ends falling down 
behind. The face was clean-shaved, with the exception of two long 
mustaches. They wore cloth or leather garments, fitting tightly to the 
limbs and body, and a broad belt, to which they hung their swords. 

vEBsal was to serve bis lord and the lord was to protect his vassal. If the vassal 
flailed in his obligation, his land was forfeited ; if the lord foiled, he lost his seigni- 
ory. The beneficiaries of king or chieftain conferred smaller grants on their depend- 
ants, who in turn bestowed fiefs on those below. In this way fiefs and snb-flefs were 
multiplied to snch an extent that, toward the close of the ninth centnry, France was 
enveloped in a complete fendal network, from the liegeman of the king to the lowest 
vassal in the kingdom. 

* They comprised about one million persons, f^e and noble, who lived on and 
derived their names from about seventy thousand separate fiefs or properties, of 
which three thousand carried titles with them, and at least pn^ h^n^re^ W^i^ in^^ 
p^sd^Pt sovereignties. 



But once settled in the land, the Franks soon adopted the fiomui 
fashions thej had found. One great distinction, however, alwajre 
marked the Merovingian noble — the long and flowing hair. The peo- 
ple WOTS theirs more or less short, accoiding to the freedom of the 
wearer. Thua, while the hair of the king's son was never cat, the 
head of the serf was completelj shaTed. No greater insult could be 
offered to a freeman than to touch him with the scissors. The free 
and noble classes swore by their locfca, and it was the height of polite- 
ness to pull out a hair and make a gift 
of it. When St. Qermer, bishop of Tou- 
louse, visited Clovis, the king thus hon- 
ored him ; the courtiers imitated their 
sovereign, and the delighted prelate 
returned to his home with his hand 
fall of hairs, each one a predoos com^ 
pliment. — The Herovin^an court was a 
moving one. The king and his attend- 
ants occupied some one of the royal 
manors, hunting and carousing, till its 
prodnce was eshansted, and then passed 
on to drain another. Around the king's 
dwelling were grouped those of the offi- 
■ cers of the palace — his immediate vas- 
sals ; smaller houses were occupied hj 
tradesmen— -jewellere, weavers, emhioid- 
erers, and manufacturers of arms ; farm- 
baildinge, cow-houses, sheepfolds, hams, 
and the cabins of the serfs completed 
the roTal capital. Flghtug, hnnting, 
feasting, and gambling were the favor- 
ite sports. The feasts, to which all 
came armed, often ended in a bloody 

mSee. To correct the bent of their (Ati^r „ -,]? ™„a=ipv) 

nnraly guests, some of the bettor Mero- 
vingian kings were wont to invito bishops, who pronounced a blessing 
on the company, and then redtod chapters from the Bible, or sang 
hymns throughout the repast. — With the Carlovingian dynasty the 
hair was shortened, and, in the ninth century, the fashion came in 
of shaviDg the head and wearing the cowl. The favorite garment of 
the Carlovingian lady was a long tunic, fastened in at the wtdst, and 
dosed at the wrist. Queens, princesses, and the higher nobility often 
wore two tunics, the outer one shorter and fuller, with flowing sleeves 
just reaching the elbow. About the time of Charlemagne silk stuffs 
Wtn introduced, and costly furs distinguished the upper cUases. Th? 
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great CharleB, who was a model of thrift and economy in his domestic 
afBurs, frowned upon these new extravagances, and was simple in his 
usual attire. An under-dress of linen, woven bj his own daughters ; a 
woollen tunic, with a silken hem, and breeches of the same ; a long 
cloak of blue stuff, shortened at the sides to allow free use of his 
"good sword Jvyeme" which he always wore; leggings made of 
various-colored bands crossed over one another, and leather shoes, 
completed his daily costume. In winter he added a vest of ermine or 
otter. On occasions of ceremony, however, his dress was magnificent, 
and sparkled with gold and jewels. He dined at twelve with his fam- 
ily, to whom he was tenderly attached. His food was as simple as his 
dress. He restricted himself to four dishes, his favorite one being 
roast venison, newly killed, and served hot on the spit. The royal 
family were waited upon by the dukes and chiefs of various nations, 
who, in turn, were served by the counts, prefects, and superior court- 
officers. These dined next in order, having for attendants the chiefs 
of the household, who were waited upon and followed by the lower 
servants. By this time it was often midnight, and the last comers had 
to be content with what was left. 

At the close of this epoch the elegant Gallo-Roman villa had given 
place to the gloomy, strong, and massive fortress, whose dark, low 
entrance was carefully guarded. Perched on the jutting edge of 
some high rock, unclean, unwholesome, with little light save from the 
inner court, it was safe from the invader, but comfortless for the in- 
dwell er. Slaves had filled the Gallo-Roman household, but the feudal 
Frank gathered his free and trusty comrades about his hearth and 
spent the night in revelry. These faithful followers of the stalwart 
baron stood guard with him over his herds and crops, or sallied out in 
his train, to make war on his weaker neighbors. Each castle was a 
fortress ; each chieftain a petty monarch ; and each domain a small 
sovereignty. Meanwhile famine and pestilence stalked at noonday 
through the wretched huts of the serf, where misery seemed to have 
touched its lowest depth. 
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Events of the Second £!poch in Chronological Order, 

FAAB 

496. Battle of Zolpich. Clovis (Hlodowig) became a Christian . 17 

610. Clovis sole king of the Franks 17 

660. Death of Clovis. Division of Frankish empire . . .18 

667. Three kingdoms in Gaul— Austrasia, Neustria, and Bargundj 18 

613. Death of Bninehaut 19 

632-8. Dagobert sole king 20 

687. Battle of Testry, won by Pepin (Pippin) .... 20 

732. Battle of Tours, won by Charles Martel 21 

752-768. Pepin the Short 23 

768-814. Charlemagne 24 

800. Charlemagne crowned emperor at Rome - . . . 24 
814-640. Louis the Good-Natured (^e Ltbomaire) . .26 

841. Battle of Fontenay 27 

843. Treaty of Verdun 27 

885. The Normans besieged Paris ...... 28 

911. Hollo baptized. Normandy founded 28 

936-956. Hugh the Great held power 30 

987. Hugh Capet crowned . 30 

Distinguished JVames of the Carlovingian Sra, 

s4.teuin (73&-804), the most learned man of the day, tanght at the court of Charle- 
magne, and wrote poetry, theology, and elementary science. 

^ffinhard (died abont 844), a pnpil of Alcain and secretary of Charlemagne, wrote 
historical works of his times. According to a romantic tradition he married the 
daughter of Charlemagne. 

f^aui yVamefrid (740-799), taught Greek at the court of Charlemagne, and wrote 
a history of the Lombards. 

Jofkn Seotus JSrigena (abont 860), a scholastic philosopher, celebrated for his 
classical acquirements and his subtlety in metaphysical discussions. He has been 
called *' the only learned layman of the dark ages.'* 



FEUDAL FRANCE, 

987 to 1191=507 Tears. 



hPIiT'S ascension to the throne 

marks tbereal beginningoi French 
history. He was a French duke, 
spoke the French language, and 
had his capital at Paris. France, 
however, was not then what it is 
now, nor its king what he became 
in after days. The royal domain 
was little larger than the island 
of Corsica. Hugh Capet himself 
was only the leudal superior of 
abont fifty barons. True, he was 
anointed irora the sacred phial of 
HUGH CAPET. Rhcims, but the Carlovingiane 

had sunk so low that he was considered by many to hare 
lost in dignity by becoming their successor. He was sur- 
rounded by great feudatories, nominally hia vaesals, really 
his peers. One, wbom Capet reminded of his duty by say- 
ing: "Who made you count?" replied; "Wbo made yoc 

Gtoffraphioal Queriiani, — (Ste mapa, pp. 1,37 md It.) Locate Normabd; 
Britlany, Bnrgmidj, Aqnltalne, Valois (val-wl), Lorralna {-rtn), Champagne (ihBtt- 
pall). AojOD (Hn-zhoo), Artole <-lwft|, Danphlny (do-fD-ne). FlanderB. Maine, Ton- 
lonBe (too-looa), Anasgnac (ar-nisn-yak|, Touraine (loo-rto), PoLtoa (-too), Ijuigiie- 
doc (.Ifln-geh-dok). LaoD (lOn), Langres (10i>g'TJ,BeaiivaiB (bo-Tll), Bczlen (la B), 
BoDlDgDB (boo-loDJ, Orleane (or-ie-Su), Albl <-H). 
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king ?" In the success of the aristocracy feudalism ha^ 
triumphed^ and the nobles were the real sovereigns.* 



-^ OC 'i*- 



III,— THE CAPETIAN LINE. 
987 to 1328=341 Tears. 
Hugh Capet (987 to 996=9 years) is notable only afl 




• France existed only In name. Normandy, Brittany, Bargnndy, Aqnitaiiie, Cham- 
pagne, etc., were the tme states, each with its own life and history. Bead Guizot^a 
rHiatoiie de France, Tome I, i>p. 2': 0-289. 
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nobles from Aquitaine,* whose manners and dress shocked 
the grave courtiers of the king. In his last days Robert, like 
Louis the Good-Natured, was obliged to take up arms against 
his rebellious children, and sank under the unnatural con- 
flict. His attendants wept bitterly over his grave, saying : 
* We have lost our father." 

The Tear lOOOi it was generally believed, would mark 
the end of the world.f As the time drew near, the hearts 
of men misgave them. The devastations of the Normans 
and the contentions of the nobles had desolated the country. 
Towns were burned; land was uncultivated; and famine 
had mowed down whole populations. AU interests were 
suspended in the dread thought of eternity and judgment. 
Men forsook their trades; soldiers laid aside helmet and 
cuirass for the frock and hair-shirt. Lands J and money 
were freely bestowed on the Church. For three years 
(1030-1032) the seasons seemed to fail from their course, and 
there was neither seed-time nor harvest. At Toumus human 
flesh was offered for sale in the market-place.§ Troops of 
wolves came down from the mountains, and, prowling through 
the streets, attacked the living and the dead. In the midst 

* Aqnitaioe at that time retained the Soman civilization and manners, and ifvbe 
centuries in advance of Northern France. The clergy at the Capetian court, how- 
ever, despised and denounced their southern neighbors, and looked upon a man 
dressed by an Aquitaine tailor as " in danger of perdition." The old chronicle thus 
describes the queen^s courtiers: ''They were the most vain and firivolous of men. 
Their manners and dress were disorderly; the arms and equipments of their horses 
were equally strange. In the middle part of their heads they had no hair, and their 
beards were shaven like Merry-Andrews. Their leggings and buskins were shame- 
ftilly fashioned. In short, they respected neither Ibith nor the promises of peace. 
But oh, grief ! these abominable examples were immediately copied by the whole 
race of Frenchmen I " 

t This gi-ew out of a strange interpretation of Rev. xx. 1-7. There was some 
loubt whether the world was to come to an end on the thousandth year firom the 
birth or the death of Christ, and thus the excitement was prolonged for years. 

t Most of the charters of endowment granted at this time begin : " The end of the 
RTorld approaching." 

§ An innkeeper near Macon decoyed into his house no less than forty-eight unhappy 
fictims, whom he murdered and then devoured. . 



of the desolation, the nobles, more to be dreaded than even 
the wild beasts, continued their ambitions stmgglea, "At 
length," says the chronicler, "by the mercy of God, the 
waters were assuaged and the sky began to brighten ; the 
breath of the winds became propitious, and the calamities of 
the earth drew toward their close." The harvest which fol- 
lowed equalled that of three ordinary years. 

Henry 1. (1031 to 1060=29 years), opposed by hia mother 
Constance, who preferred her fevorite son Robert, secured 
his throne by the aid of Robert the Magnificent,* Duke of 

• Robert WW gnmilHOD of the famons Richard Sans PBnr fPearlesB). bo noted tor 
hnveiT, piety, and goodness, aa well as beaatj of person— his long beard and white 
h^r belDB: celebrated b; Normao }nAtoris,iiH, Richard the Fearlses had a stone coffln, 
which he filled every Friday with wheat. The grain, with a donation of money, was 
diilrlbntcd amoog the poor. When he died, he ordered hie body to be laid in this 
coffin, and placed ontaide the charch under the eaves, '* that the drippings of the 
rein ftom the holy roof may wash my tionee as I lie, and may cleanee them froin the 
hnpnrltj contracted In life," Richard II. 'a inheritance and litis feU to his elder 
•on, Blchard nl. Soon afterward Robert invited hla brother (o a banqnet at 
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N'ormandy. He reigned quietly, and received little notice 
from contemporary historians. Remembering the ills of his 
father, and to prevent all possibility of marrying within the 
prohibited degrees, he took for his third wife a princess of 
Russia, a nation then scarcely known in Europe. 

The Truce of God. — Though the kings were comparatively passive, 
it was a time of intense activity among the great vassals. Count warred 
against count ; castle against castle. The Church, finding it could not 
subdue, sought to regulate the fierce contests which devastated the. 
country. The truce of God was proclaimed (1041). This made it a sin 
to shed blood from the setting of the sun on Wednesday eve until its 
rising on Monday mom, as well as on all church festivals and fast 
days. A perpetual safeguard was also given to churches, unarmed 
clerks, and monks. Ofienders were liable to excommunication,* ban- 
ishment, and even death. This beneficent law, though often violated, 
did much toward the restoration of confidence. It stands as a noble 
monument of the clemency and power of the Church. 

Church Building. — The impression made by all the calamities which 
marked the beginning of the eleventh century was by no means tran- 
sitory. Men's hearts were touched, even through their coats of mail. 
They made liberal benefactions to the Church. The energies of lord 
and abbot were turned from war and expended in the erection of mag- 
nificent cathedrals and abbeys, whose ruins to-day attest their former 
beauty, and attract admiring travelers from all parts of the world. 

Philip L (1060 to 1108 = 48 years), the eldest son of 
Henry, was scarcely eight years old when he ascended the 
throne. He early developed a low and depraved character. 

Falalse. All the gaeets died within a few hours, and Robert was suspected of poi- 
soning them. Be that as it may, he immediately seized the duchy, and in admiration 
for his valor the Normans soon became reconciled to his rule. In defence of Henry 
he showed such reckless daring as to acquire the popular name of Robert le Diable 
(the Devil). Some years afterward, according to the foshion of his time, he made a 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem, ft-om which he never returned. His natural son, William, 
became heir to the estate, and afterward filled Europe with the renown which he 
won as William the Conqueror. 

♦ Five years before a law, known as " The Peace of God," had been published, 
which commanded all men to lay down their arms. All offenders were thus publicly 
denounced : " May they be accursed ; may they be banished with Cain the fratricide, 
with the traitor Judas, with Dathan and Abiram, who entered alive into hell; and 
may their Joy be extinguished at the aspect of the holy angels as these lights are 
extinguished before your eyes." At these words the priests, who held lighted wax 
candles .in their hands, turned them toward the earth and extinguished them, while 
the people, seized with fear, repeated, as with one voice : " May Qod thus extinguish 
the joy of those who will not accept peace and justice." 
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To procure money for the indulgence of his yices, he imposed 
taxes on travelers, and sold to the highest bidder the bishop- 
rics and offices of the Church. Growing hardened in sin, he 
repudiated his wife Bertha, and married the wife of thej 
Count of Anjou. The Church at once administered a whole- , 
some discipline and excommunicated them. Outwardly,' 
Philip professed obedience, but really made no change. In 
old age, however, he experienced a tardy remorse, and at his 
death declared himself unworthy of burial with the monarchs 
of France at St Denis. 

Three great events happened during this reign : the Inva- 
sion of England by William, Duke of Normandy ; the Cru- 
sades ; and the conquest of Sicily by Norman adventurers.* 
Philip took no part in any of them, but they seemed to draw 
off the restless, ambitious knights, especially the Normans, 
whose energy and valor threatened the throne. 

The Nonnan Conquest of England. — ^At the battle 
of Hastings (1066), William, Duke of Normandy, won the 
crown of England. Philip saw with dismay his vassal be- 
come his equal in rank and his superior in power. This 
complication of English rule and French allegiance was 
henceforth a fruitful source of strife. During Philip's reign 
war existed between himself and William the Conqueror for 
twelve years, and William at last died while besieging the 
city of Nantes. 

PERIOD OF THE CRUSADES. 

1095 to 1270=175 Years. 

The First Cmsades. — A pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
had long been deemed the most acceptable of penances. 

* For an account of this expedition, which does not directly concern French hi9- 
toxy, read Knight's Tlie Normans in Sicily, 
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" One touch of the sepulchre and one night on Calvary com- 
pensated for all the errors of a life-time." The way was long, 
the people hostile, and 
few came back from this 
terrible journey. Europe 
was full of heart-rend- 
ing accounts of the out- 
rages endured by the 
peaceful pilgrim at the 
hands of the 
turbaned 
Moslem. 

About the 
close of the 
eleventh cen- 
tnry, Peter 
the Hermit,* 

a poor monk "^"^ ^°"" °' codfrhv de bouillcw. 

of Amiens, came to France, calling upon the 
people to rescue the birthplace of our Saviour 
from the Infidel. His words were caught up as 
those of a messenger from beaven.f An army 
mnstered on the plains of Bithynia, 700,000 
strong, under the command of Godfrey of Boui- 
llon (bwe-yon), Duke of Lorraine. Nice and 
Antioch were captured. But, when the Cru- 
H saders reached Jeinisalem, only 60,000 were left 
to be gladdened by a sight of the Holy Place. 



* The mlBBlonaty who preached the flraC crneade, Che pope who «a 
enjoined It, the piiacjpal leaders of the eipedltloD. end two-thirde gf the crnuidliig 
arm;, were French. A FreuchmaQ fnunded the Chiixtlaa kingdom of Jetusalem ; 
Frsnchmvn were placed at (he head of almost all the princlpalitleE eetabllBhed b; [h« 
crnMders In the Eapt: and, dBrlne the entire Christian occnpatlon of Paleattne, the 
French langiia^, mannere, and political ayetcm prerailed. 

t Tboee who engaged to go received a cnse of red clotb, which the; batened to 
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The city was stormed, and the banner of the cross float«d 
from the ramparts in triumph. " On that day," says Robert 
the Monk, " the victors rode in blood to their horses' knees." 
The Christian kingdom of Jerusalem was founded, and God- 
frey appointed to its command. He refused to wear a diadem 
of gold and purple where his Bedeemer had worn a crown 
of tboms, and hence was known only as Baron of the Holy 
Sepulchre. 

LOUIS VI. (THE FAT). 

1108 to 1137=23 Tears, 

Louis VX was the real founder of the French monarchy. 
The four preceding Capets had been led by events ; Louis 
controlled them. Many of 
the great lords had become 
robbers. From their strong 
castles they sallied out, plun- 
dering or murdering trav- 
elers, or holding them as 
prisoners till they bought 
their freedom with a ruinous 
ransom. Even the church 
and the monastery were not 
safe from their reckless spolia- 
tion. Lonis appealed to the 
bishops for help.* They 

armed their serfs and ten- castle of bontlhbri. 

ants, and the haughty barons 
were checked, the great roads rendered safe, and the country 

their rljtfat ehoalden. Hence they were known as Orolait, and the enterprise u » 

• So low h«d the power of Ihe French kings annk that FhlUp had, dnrlng Hi 

whole llfB, tried m vain to est : * " " "" ' " 

■Uongbald ofa hiigand noble. 
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guarded from pillage. Just before his death, his son Louis, 
already crowned, married Eleanor, the heiress of Aquitaine, 
thus adding this rich possession to the royal domain. 

Oommunes. — The nnion of the king, clergy, and peasants formed 
the marked feature of this reign. To obtain means by which to carry 
out his measures, Louis granted to certain cities charters conferring 
special privileges. The citizens organized themselves into communes, 
or associations for mutual defence, elected magistrates, and organized 
militia. In turn, they supplied the royal purse and furnished the king 
with troops. Humbled and trodden under-foot by their feudal masters, 
the people already began to show some signs of that power which they 
were yet to assert. 

Louis Vn. the Young (1137 to 1180=43 years), gentle, 
simple-minded, and devout, lacked the energy to carry on 
his father's work. 

The Second Crusade."' — News had arrived that Edessa, 
the outpost of Christendom, had fallen to the Turks, and 
that fears were felt for the Httle kingdom of Jerusalem. 
France sprang to her feet. The king was the first to enlist in 
a new crusado. So great was the crowd clamoring for the 
red cross that the monks were compelled to tear up their 
own garments to supply the demand. Louis received the 
oriflamme f with great pomp before the altar of St. Denis, 
and with 100,000 men set off for the Holy Land. The whole 
expedition was one series of disasters. At the end of two 
years Louis returned with a few hundred knights, the scanty 
wreck of his brilliant army. 

* In a war with the Count of Champagne, the fortified town of Vitry had been 
taken by assault and set on fire by the king^s troops. Thirteen hundred helpless 
inhabitants, who had sought reftige in the parish church, perished in the flames. 
The remorse which he suffered on account of this disaster decided Louis on a pil< 
grimage to the Holy Land. '^The king did it as a penance for his crime ; penance 
was throughout the leading thought; the Crusade was a crusade of criminals." 

t It was the custom for all Catholic churches of note to possess a banner. That 
of St. Denis was said to have been sent from heaven in the time of Clovis. It was 
made of red silk, covered with golden flames, and its staff was a golden spear. From 
its glowing color it was called the oriflamme. Louis YI. adopted it aa the royal 
banner. 
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Divorce from Eleanor. — The king's popularity was 
gone. His high-spirited queen taunted him with being 
more of a monk than a monarch. . She could not forgive his 
pusillanimity, nor he forget certain follies of which she had 
been guilty, and so they separated. She took back her mag- 
nificent dower, and the crown of France was shorn of half its 
territory. Within six weeks she married Henry Plantagenet, 
Duke of Normandy and Count of Anjou, who soon after be- 
came Henry II. of England. 

Difficulties with ZSnglaiid. — ^Louis was no match for 
the shrewd English monarch. Pleasing the weak vanity of 
the French king by rendering him feudal homage for his 
new possessions, Henry steadily pursued his schemes. He 
thus managed to obtain the county of Nantes, and to become 
feudal lord of Brittany.* In the conflict between Henry and 
Thomas a Becket, Louis took the part of the latter, and a 
petty war arose between France and England. The two 
monarchs were finally reconciled. 

PHILIP II. (AUGUSTUS). 
1180-1223=43 Years. 

Philip Augustas f never swerved from the work of 
building up the French monarchy, so well begun by his 
royal grandfather. Philip's sole purpose was to humble the 
great lords and bring them under the power of the crown. 
He pursued this end for nearly half a century J with crafty 

* Afterward he Pucceeeively betrothed two of his eons by Eleanor to two of Louie's 
daughters by a second wife. The little brides, about three years old, were sent to 
England to be educated. 

t At his ascension the power of the French crown was still so feeble that a large 
part of what is at present known as France was feudally held by neighboring mon- 
archs. The provinces on the west principally obeyed the king of England, those on 
the east the emperor of Germany, while Provence and a part of Languedoc were fiefs 
of the king of Arragon. 

X There is a story that one day his courtiers found him gnawing a green bough and 
glaring wildly around. When asked what he was thinking about, he answered; "I 
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cunning. He aroused baron against baron. He chaatised the 
great feudatories. He eucouraged tbe growth of the communes. 
He stirred up Bedition 
in Normandy. Ho ex- 
cited the sons of Henry 
U. of England to rebel- 
lion^upporting Richard 
(afterward the famous 
Cteur de Lion, or Lion- 
Hearted,) in open revolt. 
Humbled by domestic 
trouble and civil strife, 
Henry was forced at 
last to accept the con- 
ditions of a humiliating 
™^' "■ peace. 

The Third Crusade (1190) for a time interrupted this 
scheme of aggrandizement. The Latin kingdom of Jerasa- 
lem had fallen before the conquering arms of Sal'-adin. Philip 
and Bichard (now king of England) assumed the cross, as- 
sembled their forces, and joined the Crusaders under the 
walls of Acre (ii-ker). Philip, however, was jealous of Klch- 
ard'a wonderful feats at arms, while Richard resented the 
superiority claimed by Philip as his feudal lord. The French 
king finally returned home, having first taken an oath to 
defend his rival's lands as his own. 

Philip Pursoes his Scheme. — No sooner, however, was 
Philip safe home than, allying himself with John, Richard's 
brother, who was plotting for the English throne, he invaded 
Normandy.* The Lion-Hearted, coming back from the East, 

«D wooderlng whether Ood will grant me or mj heirs grace tn raise Fraoce to the 
height she resetted in the days of CharlemagDe." 

* Before he attacked the etateeof tilsbrotber-lii.arTiis, hecomponndedn-UhHtiiTen 
for Uifl violBiioD of lile oath b; UirDwing eight; Jewa Into tlie Ore. V/beo b« tint 
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defeated him at Venddme (1194), and regained all he had 
lost. Richard's death (1199) relieved Philip of this dreaded 
foe. Shaking off John, who had become king of England, 
he now supported the cause of Arthur of Brittany, John's 
nephew and rival. War ensued. Arthur fell into the 
hands of his uncle, who, it was believed, stabbed him with 
his own hands, and threw his body into the Seine. This 
unnatural crime aroused universal indignation. Philip sum- 
moned John, as his vassal, to clear himself before the French 
peers.* Failing to comply, he was adjudged to have forfeited 
his fiefs. Philip soon conquered nearly all the English pos- 
sessions in France. Aquitaine and the channel islands alone 
remained to England. 

Battle of BouvineB (1214). — Meanwhile, John having 
been excommunicated for his treatment of the clergy, Philip 
was summoned by Pope Innocent III. to invade England. 
He accordingly raised an immense army. John, alarmed, 
hastened to make peace with the Koman Pontiff. There- 
upon PhiUp turned his arms against Flanders, the plunder 
of whose rich fields was to compensate him for his disappoint- 
ment. John and his nephew Otto, emperor of Germany, 
allied with the count of Flanders for its defence. But at 
Bouvines Philip achieved a brilliant victory. The militia 
from sixteen communes fought at his side, and rivalled the 
knights in their exploits. 



aRcended the throne, a boy of fifteen, he plundered the Jewp— whom his milder father 
had protected— and drove them ont of his kingdom, canceling the debts of his Chris- 
tian snbjects by making it death for a Hebrew to receive any money, but requiring 
the debtor to give the king one-fifth of the obligation. 

* All vassals nnder the same lord were styled peers, to signify their equality among 
themselves. Those who held directly fk*om the crown were called Peers of France. 
The number was not limited under the feudal E>ystem, but in time was confined to 
six laymen and six ecclesiastics. The six lay peers were the dukes of Burgundy, 
Normandy, and Aquitaine ; the counts of Flanders, Champagne, and Toulouse. The 
six clerical peers were the archbishop of Rheims, and the bishops of Laon, Langres, 
OhAlons, Noyon, and Beauvais. 

3 
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The Effect. — John purchased a trnc« hy the payment of 
Histy thousand marks. The connte of Flanders and Boulogue 
forfeited their fiefs. It was the triumph of royalty over feud- 
shsm, and the first great French victory. Intoxicated hy 
success, the nation began to acquire a thirst for military 
glory. 

SnccoBS of Philip's Plans.— In the fmits of Philip's 
politic reign, one almost forgets the nnBcrupulousness of 



many of his acts. He established the.first permanent taxes. 
He gave regular pay to soldiers. He foresaw the importance 
of the cities and encouraged their growth. He added to the 
power of law and the infiuence of the courts. He gathered 
learned men about the throne. He beautified Paris, paving 
the streets, and erecting markets, churches, hospitals, and 
other public edifices. He built Notre Dame. He founded 
the University of Paris. He gained Normandy, Maine, An- 
jou, Touraine, and Poitou, and thus doubled the extent of 
his dominions. 
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The Southern Provinces were very unlike the northern. 
They had another language * and other customs. Kemoved 
from Teutonic influence, their cities still retained the con- 
sular form of government handed down from Gallo-Roman 
times, while they were centres of wealth, luxury, and refine- 
ment. 

Cmsade against the Albigenses-f — ^Among the inde- 
pendent southerners, there had long been great liberty in 
reUgious views and discussions. Sects had arisen which cast 
aside certain doctrines of the Church of Rome. Pope Inno- 
cent now determined to suppress what was fast becoming an 
organized opposition to his authority. The heretic trouba- 
dour (see p. 54) Raymond, count of Toulouse, was excommu- 
nicated. One of his vassals, indignant at the disgrace of his 
suzerain, assassinated the pope's legate (1208). Crusade after 
crusade was then preached against this unhappy people. The 
northern knights, gross and barbarous beside the southern, 
took the occasion to avenge a hated superiority and to pillage 
the cities of which they had heard so many marvels. The 
war opened by the siege of Beziers. The city was stormed 
and 15,000 people massacred. Thirty -five years of the 
sword, stake, and scaffold accomplished their work. The 
cities were laid in ruins. Commerce was destroyed. The 
sweet Provencal language ceased to be heard. Democratic 
institutions perished, and feudalism was estabhshed. 

Lonis VIIL's (1223 to 1226=3 years) brief reign was only 
a continuation of his father's. He is known in history as the 
son of an excellent father, the father of an excellent son, and 

* The inhabitants of Langaedoc spoke a dialect called the Proven^l, or langue 
eToe^ which differed from that used in Northern France, known as the lanffue cTouiy 
or kmsrue cToU. The distinction arose from the word employed for yes. In the south 
it was oc^ from the Latin hoe ; in the north oc was compounded with i/, and shortened 
into oU (oui).— See Craik^s lAterature and Language^ p. 138. 

t This sect was so called l?pca»s^ its adherents werp numerous arpand AIbi, a city 
pf Toolpuep, 
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the husband of an escellent wife — Blanche of Caatile. He 
led a new crusade against the Aibigenses, and captured Avig- 
non, but died of disease contracted during the siege. 

Oondition of Sociaty. — During the first centuiy of the Ca.petuui 

kings we have noticed the mieerieB nuiking the close of the millenary 
from Christ's birth and cnidfiiion. The Truce of God greatly mitigated 
these, but did not prevent extreme distress and confusion. Of the 
eeventy-three years which cover the reigns of Hugh Capet and his si 
cesaors, forty-eight were years of famine. — Great m 



foauding religious edifices. In a few years three hundred and twenty- 
six monasteries were added to the eleven hundred already existing. — 
Education was mostly confined to the monks. A taste for learning 
sprang up during the reign of Louis VI. ,• the load to church prefer- 
ment having been opened to all irrespective of rank or wealth. It waa 
the sole dignity accessible to the common people, and the efibct of an 
avenue for ambition waa speedily seen. — As one means of raising 
money for the Crusades, many of the nobles had allowed their serfa 
to purchase their freedom. On their return they were highly incensed 
at the wealth and numbers of the freemen. — Crests and coats-of-sxms 
had already been introduced among the nobles. Family surnames were 
now assuined, as a further distinction between the nobility and middle 
classes, but the fashion was soon followed by the latter, and became 
general, 

" A geography written In the nrlj part of tbe elerentli centnrj. depcrltrflfl flwnlen 
and Norway as "two vafl realms nnliDOiFii to the ctvtllzed world," aDdBoralaaa ")| 
fonntij' where the people liave but one eye and one leg," 
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The dnnmune was to the middle classes what chivalry was to the 
nobles ; more, indeed ; for, while the latter was a field for glory, the 
former was a struggle toward liberty. Swearing to devote their labor, 
goods, and blood to the defence of their common rights, the people 
formed a brotherhood, seized the ramparts of their towns, elected 
municipal officers, and compelled the nobles to give them a written 
charter as a protection against future despotism. Bloody opposition 
often accompanied the establishments of the communes ; as in that of 
Cambrai, "four times created, four times destroyed." Sometimes, 
however, they purchased their freedom; sometimes the lords volun- 
tarily granted it. — In the orders of Louis VI. the title of bourgeois 
(boor-zhwaO first appears. 

The Knights. — To misty Germanic traditions of honor and valor 
were added the religious fervor of the Crusades, the spirit of exda- 
siveness among the nobles, and a growing refinement and tenderness 
toward woman. All these combined and aided in the growth of 
CMvalry, a system which budded, and blossomed, and tinctured cen- 
turies with a roseate hue. The most fascinating hero of romance is a 
knight of the Middle Ages. Always of noble blood, brave, courteous, 
munificent,* true to his word and the Church, above all devoted to 
womankind ; now battering at the walls of Jerusalem, now tilting in 
the gorgeous tournament, amid the sound of martial music, the jingle 
of armor, and the rustle of fair dames, the model of honor and of 
prowess, this is the ideal chevalier. Every step of his life is tinged 
with romance. A lad of seven, he enters as page the castle of some 
noble distinguished for deeds of arms. There he attends my lady in 
her boudoir, lets fly and recalls her falcon in the chase, and carries her 
messages of love. In return he is instructed in chess, music, the 
refinements of manners, and the principles of religion. During the 
long winter evenings the spacious hall, hung with knightly armor and 
full of chivalric souvenirs, rings with heroic recitals of love or of war, 
or the strains of the wandering troubadour. He glows with emulous 
ardor as he listens, and vows to become the bravest of the brave. At 
fourteen he is made squire, and assigned to some office about the cas- 
tle — ^any duty being an honor in the knightly apprenticeship. His 
physical, moral, and military education becomes more rigid. Seated 

* The knight* 8 idea of courtesy and liberality was limited to his equals in station. 
Jolnville tells a story of a certain count of Champagne, when importuned for money 
by a knight who lacked dowry for his daughters. A rich burgess, standing near, 
thinking to win the count's favor by his wit and service, said to the petitioner: " My 
lord has given away so much he has nothing left." " Sir villain," answered the 
haughty count, " I have yourself. Here, Sir Knight, I give you this man and warrant 
your possession." The happy knight seized the unlucky burgess and compelled him 
40 jj^ve a ransom of five hundred pounds for his release. The ijicident is put on 
T^^T^ as a proof of \h\& copnt's generosUyf 
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on his horse, he learns to manage arms, to scale walls, to leap ditchesL 
He leads the war-steed of his lord to the tournament or the iMittle, and 
when the hour oomes, panting after the glory for which he cannot yet 
compete, he "rivets with a sigh the armor he is forbidden to wear." 
At twenty-one his probation is ended. Fasting, ablution, confession, 
communion, and a night in prayer at the altar, precede the final cere- 
mony. He takes the vow to defend the faith, protect the weak, and 
honor womankind; his belt is slung around him ; his golden spurs are 
buckled on. He kneels ; receives the accolade,* and rises a chevalier. 
His horse is led to the church door, and, amid the shoutfl of the crowd 
and the peal of trumpets, he rides away into the wide world, which 
holds her honors at his winning. Not all knights were like Godfrey 
or Bayard (p. 113). The very virtues of chivalry often degenerated 
into vices ; but any approach to courtesy and gentleness in this brutal 
and ferocious age was a wonderful advance, and the weakest chevalier 
was a happy exchange for the robber baron. 

The IVonbadours, the pioneers of rhyme in France, flourished during 
the eleventh and twelfth centuries. Wandering poets, singing of love 
and beauty, exalting the graces or sighing over the cruel coldness of 
fair ladies, their delightful flatteries opened every castle gate and won 
the warmest welcome. Their verse had neither imagination nor vivid 
description. The gallant deeds of chivalry were too souUstirring for 
their ribboned guitars ; they sang only of the heart, and charmed by 
the very sensuousness of sound. Their lyrics lose their grace by trans- 
lation. — The Trouvdres, the poets of the north, took up the pen after 
the troubadours had ceased to sing. Their style was elaborate and 
prolix. The allegory was their delight. A celebrated poem of this 
species, called " The Romance of the Rose," begun about 1260 by one 
poet and completed « nearly half a century later, contained 22,000 
verses. The Trouv^res also indulged in comic tales or fables, in 
romances of chivalry and fictitious history. 

Tournaments. — These were true knightly pastimes, sharing the 
meed of honor with the battle-field. The sharp end of the lance used 
in tilting was usually sheathed in a circular piece of wood, to prevent 
danger, but a knight might challenge liis opponent by touching his 
shield with the bare point, when the encounter took place as in actual 
battle. The lists were formed by railing in an oval space, from the 
extreme ends of which, at the sound of the trumpet and the voice of 
the herald, the combatants dashed at fuU speed to meet in the centre. 
From the raised galleries which overlooked the lists thousands of eyes 
looked on, and bursts of applause rang out after each brilliant feat of 

* This is a blow on the neck of the candidate with the flat of a Bword, given hj 
the conferring prince, who, at the same time, pronounces the words: **I dnb thee 
knight, in the name of the Father, Son, and Hoi^ Ohost." 
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arms or horsemansliip. The ladies, arrayed in magnificent costume, 
were among the most eager of spectators. They cheered their favorite 
knights by decking them with ribbons and scarfs from their own dress. 
" During a long and anxious combat the poor ladies would appear at 
last stripped of their finery, which was seen tied to the armor of the 
combatants." The fluttering of brilliant hues among the gay specta- 
tors, the fresh, soft green of the turf, the sheen of knightly armor, the 
rich caparison of noble steeds, the blare of trumpets and the shouts of 
heralds, all lent to the gorgeousness of a scene whose excitement was 
yet greater than its splendor. And when the conquering knight bent 
to receive the prize from the hand of some fair lady, the whole air 
trembled with the shouts of " honor to the brave," and " glory to the 
victor." 

Ooorts of Iiove. — ^While the knights had tournaments and trials 
of skill at arms, the ladies presided over courts of love, whither poets 
were summoned to measure their genius and wit. They were most 
pompously conducted, with judges and prizes. In these courts were 
also settled disputes concerning precedence, nice points of etiquette, 
and the deserts of false lovers. In them seem to have culminated all 
extravagance of sentimental folly. 

Mamiers and Customs, — Had we visited Paris in the early part of 
the twelfth century, we should have found narrow, filthy streets, reek- 
ing with offensive odors and filled with rubbish, in and out of which 
droves of swine were rioting.* Had it chanced to be one October day, 
1131, when the oldest son of Louis VI. — already crowned as the next 
king — was riding through the capital, we might have witnessed the 
fatal stumble of his horse over one of these unsightly animals, and the 
death-fall of the young prince. After that, we should have heard pro- 
claimed the royal order that none but "the swine belonging to the 
abbey of St. Anthony," and these with "bells about their necks to 
warn of their approach," might roam the city highways. — On a holiday 
we should have seep the country-folk wild with merriment. Here is 
a circle. Two'H!feii;%lindfolded, each with a birch bough in one hand, 
and in the other a rope attached to a stake. A fat goose or a pig is 
introduced. Now begins the sport. Here, there, everywhere within 
their little round, they strike, seldom hitting the game they seek, but 
often each other, amid the shouts of the uproarious crowd This was a 
favorite pastime even for kings to witness. There, two men are wrest- 

* Standing by his palace window one day, watching the flow of the river Seine, 
FhUip AugaBtns was aknost overpowered by the stench f^om the filthy streets. 
According to the Chronicle of St. Denis, *' he tnmed away in great abomination of 
heart, which gave him courage to conceive a magnificent idea." His next orders 
were that Paris should be paved with stone— a design which was, however, only 
imperfectly carried out. 
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ling ; and yonder, for hnmanitj ebbed low in tlie Middle Ages, a poor 
old horse ia tied to b. post to be worried and tortured t^ dogs. Com- 
panies of acrobats and jn^lers, with dancing-bears and trained monkejs. 
complete tha matic revelry. 

If we enter the castle of some knightly baron in this twelfth centniy, 
we shall see a primitive simplicity in all its perttuuings. Against the 
walls — many of bare stone, some whitened with mortar — hang arms 
and armor arranged in suits, baimers and emblasoned standatdB, all 
the cherislied symboJa of chivalij. The great ball of siai« is draped 
with tapestry, whereon grotesque figores of men, towers, trees, and 
animals appear — a commemoration of some heroic 
deed in history or romance. The stone or tiled 
floor, if it be winter, is strewn with straw; * if 
summer, with sweet-scented &erbs, which fill the 
air with fragrance. At the head of the massive 
oak table In the diniug-hall sita the lord of the 
cafitle in a large arm-chair, overhung with sUken 
canopy. Els guests, according to their rank, are 
placed on either side of him, and below the large 
salt-cellBr sit the servants. Aft«r the repast, the 
ladies assume tresli toilettes. A fine linen cap; a 
tight, short-waisted gown, with a rooud golden 
buckle at the collar, and two Silken bands forming 
a sort of necklace, with perhaps a long, loose cloak 
to complete the costume. Long bands are the 
fashion ; they depend from mj lady's belt In 
front and from the wrists of her sleeves, while 
the lappets of Jier cap hang over her slioulders. 
^^^ Male and female attire differ slighUy from each 

,^„j_ other, save that the lord's robe is shorter, and 

his belt has no hangings. His velvet cap is 
pointed at the top, with a long streamer attached, and has a peak 
turned up in front. For peaks also are in vogue. Those on my lord's 
shoes are two feet long, and shaped like a scorpion's t^l. The knights, 
in full armor, lead the dance, which follows the meal. A minstrel ac- 
companies the harp with his song, and the young ladies join iu the refraio. 
At the top of the high towers are the sleeping-rooms. Small, unfur- 
nished, save with a large bed, a chest for clothing, which serves also 
for a seat, and one chfdr used for devotions, contiuning prayer and 
other sacred books. A loop-bole in the walls serves for a window, and 
is closed by a square of oiled paper or thin horn. 

• There Is a CDrione letter exlont rrom FhlHp AngiuCnt dealrhig that tbe straw 
with which tlie floors of Ws palace w«o strewed might bflKlTOn.aKh,a«y, "for tb» 
goodo/hl» Hml." totheMalKin de IMen— a boBpItsl tor tbe poar. 
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We find the bourgeois now rising above the level of the serfs, with 
whom the nobility have so long included them. With growing wealth 
they ape the manners and the luxuries of the aristocracy, who as stub- 
bornly resist any encroachments on their own peculiar dignities. The 
law forbids their use of ornaments and stuffs exclusively reserved for 
the nobility, but the favor of Philip Augustus emboldened them to the 
very verge of forbidden indulgences, and private life in the home of 
the bourgeois is already an imitation of that in the chateaux. 



LOUIS IX. 

1226 to 1270 = 44 Tears. 

Iionis IZ., known as St. Lonis^ a child of twelve years, 
was crowned soon after the death of his father. The haughty 
barons could ill brook the regency of his Spanish mother, and 
seized the opportunity for revolt, hoping to recover their lost 
importance. But all opposition was vain. With the aid of 
the militia she subdued the nobles, and, by her wonderful 
prudence, reconciled them to the crown. Count Eaymond 
yielded, and a treaty was made (1229) whereby Languedoc 
was ultimately annexed to France. Blanche trained her son 
in such habits of purity, honesty, and worth, that, says Vol- 
taire, "It is not given to man" to carry virtue to a higher 
point."* Even after Louis reigned alone, she exacted from 
him the same submission as before, extending not alone to 
the concerns of state, but also to the details of his private 
life.f 

♦ He wore tbe rongbest eackcloth next his body. On every Friday, and thrice a 
week during Lent, he bared his Bhonlders to bis confessor to be beaten with a 
scourge. He tasted firoit bnt once a year ; be constantly washed tbe feet of be^fgars, 
invited the poor and sick to his table, and performed tbe most menial offices at public 
hospitals. A leper on the fiirther side of a swamp once begged of him ; tbe king 
crossed over, not only gave him alms, bat kissed bis band I He *^ loved all mankind 
with a bonndless love, except Jews, heretics, and infidels, whom be hated with as 
boundless hatred." 

t When Louis was nineteen years old he married. Although the bride was her 
own choice, the queen-mother could not submit to have her influence lessened, and 
watched the young pair with such jealousy that they were obliged to meet by stealth, 
having signals to guard afpAoBt her coming. 
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Smrenth Crnsade (1348-54).— In a time of dangerous 
illness Louia assumed the red cross. From that moment, it 
ia said, he began to mend. On his recovery he prepared for 

>f 
d 



counsels of the prelates, conld shake his determination.* Ha 
received the oriflamme at St. Denis, and confiding the gov- 

• It WBB the DnBtom to give esch cimrtler s n«w robe nt Chrlstma?. On the ere 
nriliatda7([3«) the ktnc bade all hlf conrtlKprei-ent st cnrlj morn log DUKf. At 
Ihe ohopel door each msn received hie new cloak, pnt 11 on, and went In. At Hr»t idl 
wax dark; bat >b Ihe day rotie, each i«wthe cropconhlp neighbor'* fhonlder. "Tfaen 
(heyjeaied andknsbed, Keeini; that ihelr lord king had taken them plo(iiil]r. preach- 
ing bj deeds, not by word*." Soon remenibering, however, that they could not 
decently throw down the sacred Fign. their lanehler become mixed with lean. In 
they were not eager to nndertake Ihe holy war.— Mi-rreww Pim. p. aOL 
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emmeiit to his mother, departed for the East. His expedition 
was directed first to Egypt, where the Saracens had achieved 
new successes. Arriving upon the coast, he leaped into the 
sea, sword in hand, and at the head of his knights repulsed 
the enemy. Louis, however, was no general. Delays oc- 
curred ; he was beaten in battle ; a pestilence broke out in 
camp ; and he was finally forced to surrender. But even in 
irons the captive monarch maintained the majesty of a king 
and the resignation of a Christian. He was afterward ran- 
somed, and spent several years in visiting and fortifying Tyre, 
Sidon and other places held by the Christians. Hearing of 
the death of his mother, he returned to France. 

Government. — Louis immediately set himself about grave 
matters of state. All men intuitively relied upon him ; the 
baron on his justice, the church on his piety, and the people 
on his kindness. Troubled in conscience as to the legality 
of the acquisitions made from England by his grandfather, 
he restored several districts to Henry III. He never wearied 
in making peace among the quarreling barons. He com- 
piled the first code of justice instituted by the house of 
Capet. He summoned to court counsellors well versed in 
Roman law, and made all men equal before its bar.* He 
suppressed private wars, and forbade trial by wager of battle. 
He raised the standard of coin, and made it current in all the 
states. He protected the lower orders, and sitting, as was 
his custom of the afternoon, under a shady oak, still shown 
at Vincennes, he admitted the people to his presence without 

* The lord of Coucy, proudest among the feudal landowners, caught three students 
rabbiting in his warren, and hung them up at once. Their friends brought the mat- 
ter before the king. St. Louis summoned his vassal, and when he refhsed, compelled 
him to appear. The angry knight would not submit to the judgment of the king's 
court, and offered wager of battle. St. Louis compelled the judges, though they all 
sympathized with their friend, the lord, to condemn him to death. This sentence 
was afterward commuted to a heavy fine and loss of privileges. 
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form or ceremony, lieard the story of their ample wante, and 
redressed their grievances. What the ambitiou and cunning 
of Philip Augustus had 
commenced, the gentle 
piety of his grandson 
accomplished. Royalty 
in France was estab- 
lished when the cross 
and the crown were 
™ ' home by a saint 

TSie Jamt Crusade (IgTO). — Louis's desires still wandered 
back to the Holy Land. In Vain his nobles, his people, and 
even the Pope, protested against a new crusade. As he was 
before attracted to Egypt, so now he tamed his army toward 
Tunis, to punish the insolence of the Moors. landing near 
the ruins of Carthage, its crumbling walls were taken by 
assault. The enemy swarmed on every side. It was mid- 
summer. Water was scarce, and fever began to raga First 
his sou and then Louis himself was stricken. Finding bis 
last moments approaching, the good king commanded that 
he should be laid on a bed of aehee. Here he crossed his 
arras on his breast, murmured the name " Jerusalem," and 
died. That very day bis brother, Charles of Anjou, arrived 
with reinforcements. Alarmed at the silence which pervaded 
the camp, he hastened to the royal tent, where the first object 
that met his eye was the dead body of the king. 

PhiUp nL (1270 to 1285=15 years), eldest son of Lonia, 
returned to France, bearing in his train five cofBns, those of 
his father, brother, brother-in-law, wife, and son. During his 
reign, by inheritance and marri^e, Toulouse, Champagne, 
Alen^n, Valois, and Navarre were added to the crown. 
Philip espoused the cause of his uncle, Charles of Anjou,* 

* In IMS ChsrleaotAiOoa, under UieiirotectloDorUie Pope, bad conquered SIcUj 
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against Don Pedro of Arragon, and marched into Spain. He 
met with terrible reverses, was borne back in a litter, accom- 
panied by the miserable remnant of his army, and soon after 
died. 

PHILIP IV. 

Z285 to 1311 = 29 Tears. 

Philip the Fair, son of Philip III., was only seventeen 
years of age at his accession. A boy, like Philip Augustus, 
he had similar lofty ideas of the royal prerogative. Hand- 
some in figure, &scinating in manners, unscrupulous in char- 
acter, cold, proud, haughty, and taciturn in disposition, he 
was an apt pupil in every lesson of diplomacy. Unscrupulous 
attorneys were the tools he used to execute his will. Lawyers 
henceforth held the highest place in Parliament.* Where he 
could not force, he swindled. He levied enormous taxes. He 
passed sumptuary laws (see p. 70). He debased the coinage 
of the country to one-fifth of its legal value, and then refused 
to receive it himself. He banished the Jews, sweeping their 
riches into his coffers. He seized the merchants, and, by 
torture, forced them to buy their liberty. 

and Naples, and taken posseeBion of the crown. His craeltj and want of faith had 
excited the hatred of a naturally yindictive people. A number of Sicilian exiles, 
with John of Procida (-che-), who had been diBpossessed of his estates by Charles, 
fled to Arragon. Don Pedro, between whose house and that of France there was a 
bitter fend, was only too glad to aid them in their scheme. In the disguise of a monk 
John made his way back to Sicily, and prepared his countrymen for a terrible revenge. 
On March 80, 1S88, at the first sound of the vesper-bell, the inftiriated natives of 
Palermo rose en masse^ and foiling, sword in hand, upon their unsuspecting oppress- 
ors in every part of the city, slaughtered them without mercy. As the news spread 
the same tragedy was repeated in every part of the island ; and, when the first of 
April dawned, there was scarcely a Frenchman alive in Sicily. This massacre is 
known in history as the SicUian Vespers. Bon Pedro of Arragon then landed, and 
was proclaimed king in place of Charles of Anjon. 

* This body, under the Capets, was a supreme council of the immediate feudal 
vassals of the crown, high prelates, and officers of the royal household. Under 
St. Louis it was made a court of Justice. It had no power to pass laws, like the 
English Parliament, but only to register and execute them. Philip the Fair fixed it 
stParfs (tIMB), gathered in it all the courts, and made it the machine of the govern- 
^ent This century has been called the Age of the Lawyers. 
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Difficulty with England. — ^Edward I., king of England, 
was at war with the Scots. Taking advantage of this, Philip 
summoned him before his court to answer charges growing 
out of certain difficulties between some Norman and English 
sailors. Edward sent his brother to arrange the matter. He 
unsuspectingly allowed several towns of Guienne to be given 
up to Philip pending the negotiations. No sooner was the 
crafty French monarch in possession than he announced all 
Edward's fiefs forfeited. The English king, outraged by this 
violation of good faith, immediately declared war, and formed 
an alliance with Guy, Count of Kanders, whose daughter, 
Philippa, was betrothed to the Prince of Wales.* Philip, in 
return, sent an army into Flanders, whose rich lands he 
coveted, and intrigued with the Scots against Edward. A re- 
conciliation was at last effected between the two kings. Each 
was to desert his allies — Philip, the Scots, and Edward, the 
Flemings — wRUe the Prince of Wales was betrothed to 
Philip's daughter, Isabella, then only six years of age. 

Battle of Coortrai (1302).— Thus left to Philip's mercy, 
Flanders was quickly subdued and annexed to France. Mean- 
while the Flemings, who had at first welcomed the French,f 
were irritated beyond endurance by taxes, forced contribu- 
tions, and the insolence of their new masters. They rose 
in revolt. At dead of night the tocsin sounded through 
all quarters of Bruges, and the panic-stricken Frenchmen 
were massacred on every side. Philip once more ordered his 

* Philip heard of this proposed marriage, and resolved that bo rich a dowry ehonld 
not go over the sea to his enemy. Summoning Gay to Paris on *^ aflfbirs pertaining 
to the kingdom," he threw him into the tower of the Louvre. He only gained his 
release by giving Philippa as a hostage. Once in Paris, the prospective young bride 
found herself a captive for life. 

t A few months afterward Philip and his wife made a royal progress through the 
new province. The queen saw with envy the rich dresses of the burghers* wives. 
*'' I thought," said she, at an entertainment given at Bruges, where the toilettes were 
especially magnificent, " I was the only queen present, but I should thinlc there were 
five hundred queens here," 
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army into Flanders. They met the Flemings under the walla 
of Courtrai. On one side were 50,000 knights and disci- 
plined soldiers; on the other 30,000 weavers and traders. 
Disdaining to reconnoitre the ground, the horsemen charged 
at full gallop, but they fell headlong into a ditch which lay 



in front of the Flemish line. The sturdy weavers plied their 
staves upon the floundering mass. That day the flower of 
the French chivalry lay crushed and bleeding in the ditch 
and on the field.* Philip now raised a new army. The 
Flemings were routed in the first engagement (Mons-en- 
Puelle, 1303), but they shut up their shops, abandoned their 
work, and in three weeks poured out, sixty thousand strong. 
Philip, seeing such a host, cried out in dismay : " Does it rain 
Flemings ? " When their herald came with the brief mea- 
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eage, " Peace or war ? " he chose the former, and made an 

honorable treaty. 

Contest with tiie Pope. — Philip 
and Pope Boniface had long been 
enemies. They came at last to an 
open qnarrel. The pope snmnioned 
the clei^ to Borne, and Philip con- 
vened the States-GeneraL* On this 
memorable occasion, which has been 
well styled "the birthday of the na- 
tion," there assembled not alone the 
barons and the bishops, bat also 
representatives of the comma nea, 
thna forming the Three Estatpa of 
the Realm, They supported the 
king. The pope's ball was burned. 
Boniface excommanicated Philip. 
The king, throngh his parliament) 

SOLDIHIIOI'THKTIBHOFPHILIPIV '^^^'^'^^''^'^ BOHtfaCe 08 OH iuMcl 

and a heretic The pope threatened 
to depose the king. At this juncture a conspiracy in Philip's 
fevor was organized in Italy. An armed party forced the 
gates of the pope's palace at Anagni, and with bratal indig- 
nities made him a prisoner. Eeacaed by his friends, Boniiace 
harried to Rome, hut, overcome by age, want, and shame, 
soon after died. Benedict XI., hia succeBsor, excommuni- 
cated all who had been concerned in the attempt upon the 
late pontiff At supper, one night, a woman, closely veiled, 
presented him with a basket of figs. He ate them and died 
the next morning. Philip now secured the election of the 
archbishop of Bordeaux, who was pledged to carry ont hia 
plans. The new pope, Clement V., took np his residence ct 

* TWb wat t]ie name given lo Ibe great paHonaJ conncll or coagre^. 
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Avignon (1309), where he was largely under the inflnence of 
the French monarch. 

Suppression of Uie Templars.— During the crueades 
the Templars bravely fought the battles of Christendom. 
They seemed to combine the heroism of the knight with the 
humility of the monk. Since then, however, they were believed 
to have become corrupt, and they had thereby fallen into dis- 
repute. Their haughty spirit offended the king ; their riches 
excited his enpidity. He resolved 
on their deatruetion. Without any 
warning (October 13, 1307), the 
Templars in all part« of France 
were seized and imprisoned. Ac- 
cused of frightful crimes, many in 
the agonies of the rack confessed 
what they afterward quickly re- 
canted. Over fifty were burned at ™*^ <" ™« tempi^rs,' 
the stake in Paris at one time. 

The last days of Philip now drew on apace. He had 
accomplished his ends. He had hnmbled the Church through 
its popes, and feudalism through the Templars. His govern- 
ment daily grew more oppresBive. Finally a league having 
been formed to resist his tyranny, Philip promised redress of 
grievances. Soon after he was fatally injured by a fall from 
his horse while hunting in the forest of Fontaineblean. 

Lonis X., the Quarrelsome, Philip V., the Long, and 
Charles IV., the Fair, sons of Philip the Fair, in succession 
filled the throne. The eldest reigned only two years. In 
order t» fiU his empty coffers, be made freedom an article 
of merchandise, and sold it to the serfs. On the accession 
of the second son there was an attempt to support the claims 

• SepraHDtlc^ two kul^ts pd o^e bone, liidlcstlv; ot Uis original poveitf of Ibt 
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of the daughter of the late king. The States-General decided 
against her, the lawyers who had now gained so much power 
declaring that, according to the Salic law,* no woman was 
eligible to the crown. 

Discontent prevailed. Troops of "pastorals," as they were 
called, under the pretence of being pilgrims to the Holy Land, 
traversed the country. From beggars they became robbers. 
Armed with stones and staves, they murdered all the Jews 
they met. At last these banditti were hunted down and 
massacred like wild beasts. Popular indignation now turned 
against the lepers. They were accused of poisoning the wells. 
No mercy was shown, and they were slain by the pitiless 
sword or perished in the flames. The Jews were accused of 
being their accomplices, and suffered likewise, f Charles IV. 
took the Jews and lepers under his protection. This act of 
charity is almost all we know of his reign. At his death he 
left no male heir to succeed. 

Charles of Valois^ brother of Philip the Fair, had been 
prime minister during these last reigns, and had enjoyed 
almost royal power. His son, Philip, was chosen king, and 
thus the crown passed to the house of Valois.§ 

* The law of the Salian Franks declared that '^ no part of Salic land could fall to a 
woman," as only men coald render the service required of a feudal lord. It is a 
cnriouB fact that, while France is the only country in Europe which forhids a woman 
to reign, there is no other in which women have so controlled political afikirs. 
Strangely, too, Philip V., who procured the establishment of this custom, and thus 
wronged his niece of her claims, was the first king to suffer by its application. He 
left at his death four daughters and no son. Hence the throne passed to his brother 
Charles, in virtue of the Salic law. Women, however, held all other fiefs. Half of 
the provinces attached to the crown had come to It by marriage. At the coronation 
of Philip v. the crown was supported on his head by the Countess of Artois, as one 
of the peers of France. See Guizot's Hist, of Civ., vol. i., sec. 9. 

t At Chinon, in Touraine, an enormous pit was dug near the castle, a fire lighted 
at the bottom, and one hundred and sixty wretched victims of both eexeswere hurled 
into the flames. 

t It has been said of him, as of the English John of Gaunt, that he was the son, 
as well as the uncle, and the &ther of kings, but was never a king himself. 

§ It is a noticeable foct that, near the close of the Merovingian line, Charles Martel, 
Mayor of the Palace, gained the management of affairs, and that his son was made 
ih^ first mn^ of th^ n^jU dynasty. In » similar wa^ Hugh, Count of Flanders^ becftm* 
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Pl^Iip IV. (the Fair), brother to Charles, Count of Valois. 

Philip VI. 
John the Good. 



Louis X. Philip V. Charles IV. Isabella, 

(Butin,) (the Long.) {the Fair.) w. of Edw. II 

Edward III. 
ifhe Pretender,) 

Snininary. — ^Hugh Capet, Count of Paris, founds a national dynasty. 
Surrounded by great barons, he has little power. The feudal system 
is supreme. France is distracted by constant quarrels between pow- 
erful lords jealous of their rights. The conquest of England by the 
Normans introduces a new element of discord. The ferocity of the 
age is alone alleviated by the romance of chivalry and the refinements 
of knighthood. The Truce of God stays at times the passions of war. 
The crusades set all France ablaze. The Holy Land is not conquered, 
but great social changes ensue. Barons barter their estates for a purse 
of gold, people buy their rights, and reckless knights spend their 
strength on foreign soil. Louis the Fat first makes the royal power 
respected. To get help against the nobles, he grants charters, and 
the communes are established. Civil liberty grows apace. Eleanor, 
divorced from her craven-hearted husband, Louis VII., carries to Eng- 
land half the domains of France. Philip Augustus resumes the work 
of his grandfather. Normandy is conquered from the English. The 
battle of Bou vines is gained by the militia. The Albigensians are per. 
secuted, and Languedoc is added to the crown. The gentle St. Louis, 
sitting beneath the oak at Vincennes, wins all hearts, makes peace 
among the warring barons, and renders royalty still stronger: but 
yearning for the East, leaves France, and dies on a foreign shore. 
Philip the Fair, cold, cruel, and crafty, plunders his people and bur- 
dens them with taxes. He humbles the nobility, subdues the pope, 
and destroys the Templars. The people, however, get their first rights 
from a tyrant, and are represented in the States-General. Lawyers 
gain control, and the law becomes supreme. Under his three sons the 
people suffer pitiably. Pastorals infest the country. The Jews are 
massacred. Lepers are murdered. Amid general discontent the direct 
Capetian line ends. It has given birth to Hugh, Louis VI., St. Louis, 

powerfhl at the end of the Carlorlngian line, and hie eon, Hngh Capet, was the first 
king of the sncceeding dynasty. Jnst so, Charles, Connt of Valois, held sway as 
prime minister nnder the reigns of the three sons of Philip the Pair, and his son was 
the first king of the next reigning fomlly. 
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Philip Augustus, and Philip the Fair. It has shaped out a kingdom, 
and laid a firm foundation for the monarchy. 

Condition of Society. — A growing extravagance in dress and the 
expenses attending the grand tournaments greatly increased trade. 
Shops and warehouses had taken the place of tlie roving peddler who 
supplied the former dynasties. Merchants grew in wealth. Foreign 
commerce began to flourish. Guilds and Trade Corporations, which 
sprang up in the time of Philip Augustus, acquired importance. Under 
St. Louis a Book of Trades was compiled, containing the rules of one 
hundred different trade associations.* The highways were still in- 
fested by robbers. St. Louis passed a law requiring the nobles to guard 
the roads from sunrise to sunset, making them responsible for all the 
robberies committed on travelers in their domains. He set an example 
by himself refunding the value of goods stolen through the negligence 
of his own officers. — Measures of length and contents varied greatly, 
and no uniform standard was known. The *' foot of the king" was the 
least varying measure, and was from ten to twelve inches. The pound 
was everywhere in use, but its weight differed in the various cities 
and provinces from twelve to sixteen ounces. The lords generally 
profited by the confusion. 

Manners and Customs. — TJie nobUUy grow in extravagance of 
dress and style. Court-robes blaze with gold and silver, pearls and 
precious stones. Over the gown and high, close-sleeved, tight-fitting 
bodice, the ladies wear an open mantle of cloth of gold, slashed here 
and there to show the costly lining. Gold and silver lace, elaborate 
embroideries, and expensive furs are favorite trimmings. Scarlet, 
blue, and reddish-brown are the fashionable colors. Massive belts 
of gold encircle the waist, and the plaited hair, falling down on either 
side of the face, is crowned with a jeweled coronet. At the call of 
the hunting-horn they sit down to sumptuous repasts in vast halls 
hung with brilliant tapestries. " The tables are covered with fringed 
table-cloths, and strewn with sweet-smelling herbs ; one of them, called 
the Great Table, is reserved for persons of distinction. The guests are 
taken to their seats by two butlers, who bring rose-water in silvei 
basins for the customary hand-ablution. The Great Table is laid out 
by a butler, with silver salt-cellars, golden goblets with lids, spoons, 
and silver drinking-cups. For the other tables the salt is placed on 
pieces of bread, scooped out for that purpose by the attendants. Some 
dishes are also eaten on large slices of thick bread, which are aftor- 

* The freedom of each trade was given as a perqaisite to some of the king^s 
oflacers. Thus the Lord Chamberlain had command over all the drapers, mercers, 
tailors, shoemakers, and other dealers in wearing apparel; the king^s valet and 
barber governed the barbers ; his baker ruled the bakers, etc. 
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ward thrown into vases called drwnera. The different course 
hrought in bf yarlete and two of the principal sqaires ; and in 
ding-feasts the bridegroom HometimeB walks in front of them.' 
certain repasts connected with chivalry the servants, in ^^^h 
full armor, are mounted on caparieoned linrsea. 

One course, which may be seen Btill reproduced in the ^ 
grand restaursjita of Paris, is " composed of sweet dishes, H 
colored jellies of swane, of peacocks, or of pheasants, 
adorned witli their feathers, having the heak and feet 
gilt, and placed on the middle of the table on a sort of 
pedestal. After the last course the guests wash their 
hands, say grace, and retire to the drawing-room, where 
wines and spices ' for the digestion ' are passed. The 
servants then ait down and dine," — (MSnagier de Pari).) 
In this grand dinner the gallant knight eats from his 
ladj's plat«, who graciously retams the compliment.* 
He also politely offers her the crust from his little loaf 
of bread, that she may soak it in her soap. 

The brmrgeoii, proud of his wealth and growing Im- 
portance, emulates the noble in expenditure. We Gnd a 
certain master-butcher of this time who has four country 
houses Itesides his Farisian mansion, " all well supplied 
with furniture, drinkiug-cups, vases, cups of silver and 
of onyi, with silver feet," etc His wife has "jewels, 
belts, purees, and trinkets," of value equal to $2"i,000 
present money ; " long and short gowns, trimmed with 
for, and throe fur mantles." His storehouBes are fat 
with possessions ; and lastly, " as if he were a nohje, be 
uses a silver seal," We read of a rich Valenciennes 
merchant who visits the king's court iu a fur cloak cov- 
ered with gold and pearls. No one offering him a cushion, 
he proudly sits on his cloak. Leaving it behind when 
he departs, a servant reminds him of the fact, "It is not 
the custom in my country for people to carry away their 
cushions with them," he replies, and haughtily walks 5tvlus.t 
away. — All this is intolerable to the eicluaive spirit ^'^°^^l!^ 
of the aristocracy. They loudly complain to the king. 

• This was Ihonglit bo great a insrS of politeness that a Kentlnman altUng nerl a 
ladj was coQBldcred extremely radu if ho did not help himBelf tVoTn ber dleb. "Tbe 
romance of Perceforest telle ola teael wbere eight hnndred knlghle had each of them 
a lady eBIIns oTT bis plate. In Lanncelot da lac, a ladj, who vss ironbled wlUi a 
Jeatone hnHband. complains that It was a long time since n knight had eaten olT her 
plate,"— HAU.AJL— This cnriouB cuBtom perhaps arose from the fact that at Brat 

t The etjle or Btylns was the chief iaBtrnmCDt of writing daring the HIddle 
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Philip the Fair issues his Sumptuary Laws, whereby he makes 
himself the arbiter of dress and diet for all classes. Strict rules 
graduate the breadth and richness of the trimming on ladies' robes and 
gentlemen's cloaks. The price and number, quality and style of all 
garments are carefully defined according to the rank of the wearer. 
The nobles may wear the chaperon or hood large enough to let it hang 
down the back ; the common people will keep to the small sugar-loaf 
affair. ** No bourgeois shall have a chariot, nor wear gold, precious 
stones, or crowns of gold and silver." No person can have more than 
one dish of soup and two dishes of meat for dinner or supper. This 
law being sometimes evaded by putting different sorts of meat into the 
same dish, the meddling king hears of the ingenious device, and issues 
an edict expressly forbidding it. He sets an example of economy in 
his own household, after his own fashion. The cloth for the royal 
garments is carefully dealt out to the tailors, and a strict account of 
its use required. The queen, who seems the more frugal of the two, 
is content with four or five lady attendants and two carriages, one for 
herself and one for her maids of honor. After her death expenses 
greatly increase, and we hear of a gilt chariot of state and magnificent 
displays at the marriages of the three sons. 

Peasants and Serfs. — ^For the first time we are now able to see the 
peasant in his own home. " A fire of vine branches and faggots blaze 
in the large chimney, which is furnished with an iron pot-hanger, or 
tripod, a shovel, large fire-irons, a cauldron, and a meat-hook. Next to 
the fireplace is an oven, and in close proximity to this an enormous 
bedstead, on which the villain, his wife, his children, and even the 
stranger who asks for hospitality, can all be easily accommodated ; a 
kneading-trough, table, bench, cheepe-cupboard, jug, and a few bas- 
kets, make up the rest of the furniture." On tbe thatched roof of this 
little cottage and the cow-shed near by, the wild cats hunt rats and 
mice. Two small buildings, one for grain and one for hay and straw, 
and a little kitchen garden, protected by a large watch-dog, adjoin the 
cot. No one is ever idle, and the little ones begin to work when they 
begin to walk. The serf goes to his labor in short woolen trousers, 
and a cloth or skin blouse, fastened by a leather belt, from which hang 
his wallet and a sheath for his knife. His feet are protected by shoes 
or large boots. If it be cold or rainy, he wears a broad-brimmed cap 
of felt or of thick woolen stuff, like the short mantle which falls from 

Ages. With the pointed end the letters were cut on the waxen tablet, while the ronnded 
head was nsed in making erasures. If the writing was to be preserved, it was after- 
ward copied by a scribe on parchment or vellnm, with a mde pen made of reed, and 
dipped in a colored liqnid. The style was sometimes made of bone or ivory, some- 
times of glass or iron, while those used by persons of rank were made of gold or 
silver, the heads of which were often ornamented with cnrioas fignres. 
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his shoulders. In fine weather he goes bareheaded. His farming 
utensils are limited, but he has a wagon '' with harness for several 
horses, so as to be able to accomplish the different tasks required of 
him under feudal rights." Umbrellas and covered carriages being still 
unknown, a large waterproof-cape, with sleeves, is a necessary article 
of dress. A special servant, called a porte-chape (cany cape), carries 
this behind his master. The poor folk sling it over their backs, or 
fold it under the arm when it is not needed for service. 



l>istinffuished JVames of the Capetian\Era. 

sibelard (1079-1142), a fiimonB scholaetic pbilosopher. At one time 6,000 personB 
attended his lectures. His life, however, was the shipwreck of genius.* 

Suffer (sn-zha, 1065-1153), abb6 of St. Denis, and the chosen adviser of Louis VI. 
and yn. He was a politician &r in advance of his times, sagacious and practical, 
and one of the true founders of France. 

t9/. Sernard (1091-1153), ** the champion of orthodoxy, the oracle of France, the 
soul of councils, the bulwark of dogma, the reformer of the clergy, and the preacher 
of crusades." 

Jehan de Joinvitle (1223-1317), seneschal of Champagne, who wrote a history 
of St. Louis. He was the inventor of memoirs for which the French have since 
been so famous. In his chronicle, the Christian, the man of the world, the soldier, 
the fHend of the king, gossips on with a minute detail and simple naturalness that 
bring fkr-off events close to us with a cnrioas reality. 

* His unfortunate love for the beautifnl Heloise has served to perpetuate his 
name, and their tomb in the cemetery of Pdre-la-Chaise, Paris, is still the shrine oi 
ill-starred lovers, who keep it constantly piled with wreaths of everlasting flowers. 
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IV.— THE VALOIS BRANCH. 

1328 to 1589=261 Tears. 

PERIOD OF TIjE l^UNDRED YEj^RS WJJR. 



' VTb (1328 to 1350 = 23 
years) ruling passion was a love of 
pomp. The great barons flocked to 
his brilliant court, and in balls, /Ses, 
and tournaments, grew careless of 
their Uberties and the progress of 
the crown. Even the kings of Na- 
varre, Bohemia, and Majorca forsook 
their own palaces to revel in Philip's 
sumptuous hospitality. Yielding to 
the request of the Count of Flanders 
for help against his revolted subjects, Philip Bummoned the 
fendal lords, with their retainers, and marched into that 
country. At Cassel (1328) they slew 13,000 out of 16,000 
Flemish weavers who stubbornly resisted their advance. 
Having thus wiped out the disgrace of Conrtrai, Philip 
returned to Paris in great glory. 
"Hundred Yea» War."— Edward III. of England, 

Geoff'-apMcal guetKont.-^S^ mspB, pp.], ^>— Locate aoje (elols,Gennaii). 
Crfcy, AvIenOQ |S-vBQ-ynu). Azlncuait (S^Etn-koor). VlDceDDes (TSn-eSn). BnigeB 
(brnzh) Verneall (v£r-Da-y6|. Crevant Orleans. Domrtei;. Vsoconlean (tO- 
koiV'lllr). Jai'j:eaii (ibar-zho). PtMy. Troyes (tcwR). CtuUUon (-te-jOn). Ams 
(ar-ri). Kosebecqne. IMge (lB-»sh, Conflans (kOn-flOn). Wnnme (pi-ron). Mon- 
tereap, OranBon (grOu-san). Marat (-rfi). Nancj (nOn-ee). Fleeeis. BoilI:gea 
(boorxh). Bennes (rsD). AmtMlee (fiD-1)w£z). Gninegate. Cetala (U-U). Baranne 
(■yon). Cambraj. Ghent. CreBsy. Tool (tool). Venimi. Met2 ImBaB), Bt. Qneo- 
ttn (Bin-kfin-Un). VasBy. DreTii(dHl). BIoIb (blwK). St. GBrmaiB (Bin-ztier-mln). 
Rochella (-Bhel). Conrtml (kooi-trS). auleooe (ehe^eo). AitoU. Berrl <r6) 
Bourbon (boor-bOn). Anjon, Lorraine. Q&Bcony. Chompalgne. Maine. Charle. 
rol (Bhar-le-r«S). Borsandy, Prsnche ComiS. MlvemolB (DB-TSr-ntr^ Ficardr. 
VermandolB [Tar-mOn-dw^. Baanjen (bO.EliO). NaTsrre. 
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whose mother, Isabella, was daughter of Philip the Fair, laid 
claim to the French throne. He contended that, though a 
woman could not inherit the crown herself, she could trans- 
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FRANCS AT THE TIME OF VALOIS. 



mit the right to her son. To this source of trouble was 
added a disagreement concerning the vassalage exacted by 
the French kings on account of Guienne and other fiefs. The 
contest — known as the Hundred Years War — lasted from 
4 
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1328 to 1453, the historians giving good measore in their 
estimate of this bloody century. There were occasional 
traces, only to enable the rival kings to tike breath and 
prepare for a new struggle. 

Commencement. — The storm was long gathering. Ed- 
ward welcomed Robert of Artois,* who had been banished 
from the French court. He also assumed the title of French 
king, and quartered the Ulies of France with the lions of 
England. Philip, on his side, interfered with the English 
trade with Flanders, and aided the revolt of Robert Bruce in 
Scotland. A war of succession broke out in Brittany, and 
the rival kings took opposite sides. Edward, with his army, 
hovered for two years about the borders of France. On land 
he gained nothing. At sea, however, he won a great naval 
victory off Sluys f (1340). 

Battle of Crecy (1346). After a brief truce Philip's 
treachery renewed the strife. Having invited the great 
barons of Brittany to a tournament at Paris, he beheaded 
fifteen of them without form of trial. Edward, thereupon, 
invaded France, and marched nearly to Paris, pillaging and 
burning. During the retreat he was overtaken near Cr6cy 
by the French army. Philip ordered the Genoese archers, 
who were in the van, to charge immediately. Out of breath 
from their rapid march, dazzled by the sun in their faces, 
and with their strings wet from a recent rain, they recoiled 

* Robert of Artois has been called "The stormy petrel of the hundred years war." 
Enraged at not receiving an Inheritance to which he laid claim, and vowing ven- 
geance against Philip, he fled to the English court, where he did his utmost to foment 
111- win. Philip learned with terror that Robert was employing magical arts for his 
destruction, and that he was " envoulted." It was a current superstition that if a 
little waxen image were baptized by a priest, and then pierced with a needle at the 
place where the heart should be, the person represented would die from the wound. 
Demons were evoked in this operation, which was called " envoulting." 

t It is said that when the tidings came to Paris, none dare tell the hasty king the 
bad news till a conrt-fool bethought him to cry out that the English were cowards. 
VHien the king asked "Why?" he replied: "Because they did not dare to jump 
boldly Into the sea at Sluys as our brave French and Normans did." 
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before the storm of English arrows. " Kill the lazy ribalds,^* 
shouted the Duke d'Alengon. The French knights, dashing 
furiously forward, trampled the hapless ItaUans under feet. 
In the midst of the confusion the English poured down 
upon the struggling ranks. Eleven princes, 1,200 knights, 
the kings of Bohemia* and Majorca, and 30,000 soldiers 
were slain. Philip, twice wounded, was dragged off the 
field by his attendants, and reached Amiens with only five 
knights. 

The Loss of Calais was one of the fatal results of this 
defeat. After nearly a yearns siege, this city was starved to 
surrender. Edward consented to spare the inhabitants if six 
of the principal citizens, barefooted and with halters about 
their necks, should bring him the keys of the town and give 
themselves up to his vengeance. When they appeared, he 
commanded their heads to be struck off. His good Queen 
Philippa threw herself at his feet, and with tears begged 
their lives. The king relented, and taking the burgesses by 
the halters, led them to PhiUppa, and, " out of love for her, 
released from death all the men of Calais.'* 

Condition of the Country.— The Black Death (184&-9), a terrible 
pestilence from the East, now swept over the land. Two-thirds of the 
inhabitants of Provence and Languedoc fell victims. On some days 
eight hundred died in Paris alone. The sweet charities of life were 
forgotten, and all fled who could, leaving a few heroic monks and nuns, 
who devoted themselves to the sick and dying. The Jews were again 
accused of poisoning the wells, and thousands were burnt and mas- 
sacred. Bands of enthusiasts, called flagellants, wandered about, half- 
clothed, and scarifying their shoulders with whips, to take away the 
sins of the world. Devastation everywhere marked the footsteps of 
the English army.f The land lay waste, the ploughs rusted in the 

• The blind king of Bohemia, hearing the Bound of the strife, begged Mb knights 
to lead him forward where he conld have a stroke with his sword. So they tied their 
horses* reins together and all rode in to death. 

t The spirit in which this war was carried on is shown from the fkct that, nt the 
beginning, the knights and gentlemen of En^^d, assembled in ftill court, hoond 
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farrows, and the homes were blackened ruins. Grass grew even in 
the streets of Paris, and many quarters were deserted. Philip tam- 
pered with the coin, so that (1342) its value changed almost weekly, 
alienated the merchants, drove trade to foreign countries, and insti- 
tuted the gabeUe, a most oppressive tax on salt. 

Death of the Blmg. — While France was thus plunged in 
misery, Philip, whose wife had died of the pestilence, found 
heart to marry the beautiful Blanche of Navarre, and burden 
his impoverished people with fresh taxes for the marriage fes- 
tivities. It was the last act of this gloomy, troubled reign, 
for he died in the midst of the court gayeties. 



JOHN "THE GOOD."* 
1350 to 1364=H Tears. 

John the Grood was very hke his father on his worst side. 
Versed in the rules of knighthood, he was ignorant of the 
laws of government. He made a royal progress through his 
distracted realm, and imagined that he was adjusting affairs 
by holding tournaments. Gay, proud, rash, and ignorant, it 
was not difficult to foresee his fate when opposed to the prac- 
tical common sense of Edward III. "There were Or6cys 
written on every line of his character." 

Charles the Bad, the powerful king of Navarre, seemed 
bom to be the evil genius of Prance. He was constantly 
exciting opposition to the king. At a great dinner given by 
the Dauphin,! at Eouen, John rushed into the hall with a 

themselves upon the Heron— a tonch of conscience, let us hope, prevented them from 
swearing it upon the Gospels— ** to ravage and massacre without pity, to spare 
neither mill nor altar, nor relation nor IHend."— White. 

* The epithet Le bon means properly ** the good fellow,^* and points out an extrava- 
gant, prodigal character. 

t During the reign of Philip VI., the province of Danphiny was given to the eldest 
son of the king. The heir-apparent to the throne thenceforth took the title of 
Dauphin. 
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body of armed men, and seized the king of Navarre, with 
several of hie nobles. The former was imprisoned, the 
latter were executed. The friends of Charles appealed to 
Edward IIL, who willingly took np the quarrel, and the 
scarcely slumbering war broke out anew. An army invaded 
Normandy, while the Prince of Wales — known as the Black 
Prince, from the color of his armor — carried fire and sword 
to the heart of the kingdom. 
Battle of Poitiers (1356).— John, with 60,000 men. 



eager to avenge the defeat at Cr6cy, came upon the Black 
Prince near Poitiers. The little English army, 8,000 strong, 
was drawn np on a high hill, accessible only by a deep 
ravine, through which led a narrow road. The hedges on 
either side were filled with archers. As the French knights 
charged at full speed up this lane, they were overwhelmed 
by the ahflfts of the English bowmen. Disordered, they fell 
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back on the main corps below. The Black Prince there- 
upon, bidding his men to mount quickly, charged down the 
hilL The dauphin fled like a craven, with eight hundred 
lanceSy the primest warriors in the field. The king sprang 
from his horse and fought till he and his youngest son 
Philip, a boy of fourteen, were left almost alone.* The 
losses of Crecy were not avenged, but multiplied.! 

Effect. — The remains of the French army quickly melted 
away. The common soldiers formed companies — free-lancers 
— who plundered friend and foe alike. Great numbers of 
prisoners returned on pledge of enormous ransoms, which 
were squeezed from the hapless peasants. All industry was 
at an end. Only in the cities, defended by walls and ditches, 
was there any safety ; and thither the country folk flocked to 
escape the misery of their homes. 

Attempts to Reform the GhoTermnent— In this emer- 
gency the dauphin assembled the States-General. Under 
the leadership of Marcel, Provost of Paris, they made a 
determined stand for popular liberty. Men and money were 
voted to meet the national crisis, but on certain conditions. 
Among these were that there should be no more tampering 
with the coin, that no property should be seized for the 
royal service without payment, and that the dauphin should 
not appropriate to his private use the funds raised for the 
public good. Charles agreed to the conditions, but did not 
keep them. Paris rose to resist him. The insurgents, wear- 
ing parti-colored hoods of red and white, broke into the pal- 



* This heroic youth held himself closely to the side of his fother, crying ont every 
instant : '' Father, take care at the right I Father, take care at the left I " The king 
was pressed on every side, each one heing eager to capture so great a prize. He 
finally surrendered to a renegade French ^ight, one Denis de Morbeqne. 

t The Black Prince conducted his royal captive to England with great pomp and 
true knightly courtesy. When they entered London, he rode bareheaded at the side 
of the king, and at table waited upon him as if they were feither and son, instead of 
vanquished and victor. 
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ace, in the presence of the dauphm, and mnrdered two of his 
advisers. The dauphin, escaping, declared war. Mistrust 
and jealousy of Parisian authority arose among the cities. 
Marcel, despairing, oflfered the crown to the king of Navarre.* 
The nobles, alarmed at this manifestation of power by the 
commons, flocked to the royal standard. Civil war ensued. 

The Jacquerie. — Meanwhile, despised by his master, held 
unworthy to wield the lance or the sword, pillaged as if he 
were a Jew, Jacques Bonhomme f grew wild with rage and 
thirst for revenge. He rose at last, and swore death to the 
nobles (1358). Everywhere, at night, the skies were aflame 
with burning castles. Lords and ladies were massacred or 
tortured with brutal barbarity. The war-clad nobles, how- 
ever, soon poured down upon the half-naked peasants, and 
stamped out the insurrection in blood. This defeat was 
fatal to the bourgeoisie — ^the middle class — who had made 
the peasants their allies. 

The Dauphin marched to Paris; Marcel was slain in a 
tumult, and his party was dissolved. Thus ended this memo- 
rable attempt of the people to check the arbitrary power of 
the crown and the license of the nobles. 

Treaty of Bretigny (1360). — John, weary of his long 
captivity, had agreed to surrender to England half of France. 
These humiliating terms were rejected by the States-General. 
After a year of war a new treaty was made, whereby Edward 
renounced his claim to the French throne, but retained Ca- 
lais, and was accorded Aquitaine, with other rich provinces. 

The Captive King, promising to pay for his ransom 

* If the Salic Law were Bet aBide, hie right by descent was better even than that 
of Edward III., as he was a grandson of Lonis X., while Edward was only the 
nephew of that king. 

t This was the nickname given to the peasantry by the nobles. A current proverb 
of the time says: *^ Jacques Bonhomme (James Goodfellow) never parts with his 
money unless he is well cudgelled ; but Jacques Bonhomme will pay, for he shall be 
beaten/* 



80 FEUDAL FRANCE. [1360. 

3,000,000 crowns, returned to his country, to find it deyas- 
tated by war, smitten by pestilence, and infested by robbers. 
Afterward one of his sons, who had been left as his hostage, 
escaped to Paris. John, declaring that "good faith, if ban- 
ished from the earth, ought to find itself in the heart of 
kings," went back to London. Here he died (1364). 

CHARLES V. (THE WISE). 
1361 to 1380 = 16 Tears. 

Charles the Wise was very unlike his father. He had 
no taste for knightly exercises, but was studious and unsocial 
Weak,* pale, mean-looking, and cowardly, he was yet cun- 
ning, clear of aim, and coldly unfaltering in carrying out his 
designs. His famous sajring : " Lordship is better than glory," 
reveals his determination to have the power as well as the 
honor of a king. His aim was to regain his kingdom from 
the English and to raise royalty above the nobles. Shut up 
in his closet f at Paris, he planned what others executed. 

The Free Lances. — France was now overrun by thou- 
sands of disbanded soldiers, who would neither return to 
their own homes nor obey the laws. They quartered them- 
selves among the farmers, where they committed every ex- 
cess, or, gathering in companies, besieged and ransomed 
towns. In self-defence bulwarks were raised about cities, \ 
villages, and houses. Every church became a fortress, and j 
every chateau a stronghold. I 

War against Don Pedro. — ^Unable to subdue, Charles 

* Charles tbe Bad (of Navarre), in return for his arrest at Rouen, had mixed poison 
in the danphin^s food. The princess life was saved hy opening an issue in his arm, 
which was never allowed to heal. 

t The superstition of the times, unable to account for his success in any other 
way, accused him of magical arts, and so his title, the Wise, came to have a peculiar 
pi<rniflcance. Edward said that of all his enemies Charles V. was the one who never 
appeared against him, and yet gave him the most trouble. 
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decided to employ these marauders. So Du Guesclin, his 
best geoeral, and himself a Free Lance^ rallied his old com- 
panions^ and led them across the Pyrenees, to help Henry 
of Castile against the oppressions of his brother, Pedro the 
Cruel. The detested Pedro was quickly expelled, and Henry 
seated upon the vacant throne. Pedro, however, fled to the 
Black Prince, who marched to his relief, defeated the French 
army, and captured Du Guesclin.* The Black Prince re- 
turned to Aquitaine with the disgrace of having restored to 
his throne the wicked Pedro. Besides, forced to raise heavy 
taxes for the support of the war, he alienated his subjects, 
who appealed to the French king for help. Charles saw his 
opportunity. The Black Prince was ill of a disease con- 
tracted in Spain, and King Edward UL was old and feeble. 

The Hundred Tears War Renewed.~Ciiarles the 
Wise now summoned the Black Prince to appear before him, 
as his suzerain, to answer the complaints of his subjects, f 
" We shall come," indignantly returned the hero of Crecy and 
Poitiers, " but with helmet on head and with 60,000 men/' 
Borne on a litter at the head of his army, he captured the 
city of Limoges, but stained his memory by brutally putting 
to death 3,000 inoffensive citizens. From this massacre, from 
blackened ruins and corpses of warriors and women, the 
prince was borne home to die. The English army, deprived 
of its great leader, met with constant reverses. The French 
no longer rushed headlong at the enemy as in the days of 

• The Prince promlBed to release him for 100,000 gold florins. The Priucese of 
Wales herself gave 90,000, and the brave Chandos, the English rival of Dn Gnesclin, 
oflTered his own purse. The French general was set tree on his parole to raise the 
balance. Having secured the money, Guesclin was on his return when he met ten 
poor knights who were unable to raise their ransom. He gave them all he had, and 
went back to prison empty-handed. Charles Y. afterward paid the amount, and 
secured the services of his great captain. 

t Fully to prove his intention of war, Charles also sent letters of defiance to the 
king of Bngland. The message and the messenger equally astonished Edward and 
his court, for it was sent by the hands of a kitchen page. 
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Philip VI. and John. They simply hung on the flanks of 
the English army, cutting off the stragglers, and harassing 
it at every turn. France recovered nearly all her provinces. 
Edward UL dying, left his sceptre to a child, Bichard II. 
Hardly was the great king cold in his coffin when the French 
fleet was ravaging the Enghsh coast, burning and plunder- 
ing, and this, too, only twenty years from the battle of Poitiers. 

Oovemment — Charles never forgot the excesses of the 
common people while he was dauphin, and never trusted 
them. He convoked the States-General but once, and then 
he was sure of no opposition, as he was about making war 
against England. He never adulterated the coin. He pun- 
ished robbers, and made traveling safe on the public roads. 
He created a navy. He encouraged letters and the arts, and 
rewarded merit wherever found. The Eoyal Library, which 
he established at Paris, contained at his death 910 volumes — 
a rich collection for those days. 

Charles V.'s last years were full of trouble. Bevolts 
broke out in Brittany and Languedoc. Sects arose in the 
Church. Du Guesclin, now Constable of France, while be- 
sieging a castle in Auvergne, was stricken by death * (1380). 
The king survived his famous general only a few months. 

CHARLES VI. (THE WELL-BELOVED). 

1380 to 1422=12 Tears. 

Charles VI., at his coronation, was a beautiful boy of only 
twelve years. His fickle disposition, easy good-nature, and 
love of show, gave no promise for the future. 

I. Rule of the Guardians. — He fell to the guardianship 

♦ The governor of the fortress had promised to surrender on a cei*ta1n day. At 
the appointed time, true to his word, he strack his flag, marched out his garrison, 
and laid the keys of the castle on the hero's coflln. 
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of four princes of the blood— his uncles — the Dukes of Anjou, 
Berri, Bourbon, and Burgundy. Their tyrannical sway soon 
plunged the people into misery and anarchy. 

Battle of Rosebecque (1382). — Burgundy^ who soon 
gained the direction of affairs, had married the heiress of the 
Count of Flanders, and was eager to put down a new revolt 
of the Flemings against their feudal lord. The nobles en- 
couraged the design, as the Flemish burghers favored the 
popular risings in the French cities. The boyish king, 
pleased with the prospect of a campaign, unfurled the ori- 
flamme, and accompanied an army into Flanders. At Bose- 
becque he found the Flemings, 50,000 strong, drawn up in a 
solid square phalanx. The French knights, with their heavy 
mailed horses and long lances, dashed upon the dense mass 
on either flank. The Flemings had tied themselves together 
to strengthen their lines, and were unable to fight It was 
not a battle, but a massacre. Thousands perished without 
a wound. The nobles were triumphant The Flemish cities 
were given up to fire and plunder. 

IJpriBi]^ of the People Crushed (1383). — Paris was 
the first of the communes to feel the vengeance of the aris- 
tocracy. Early in this reign it had revolted against the 
despotism of the Duke of Anjou, and demanded the removal 
of some of the most oppressive taxes. It had then been 
quieted with fair promises. Now was the time for revenge. 
On the return of the king, though the gates were open, he 
ordered a breach made in the walls, through which he en- 
tered as into a conquered city, passing through the streets 
helmet on head and lance in hand. Three hundred of the 
richest citizens were sent to the scaffold, and the rest pur- 
chased their lives by the payment of heavy fines, which went 
to the royal dukes. Other cities received as cruel a punish- 

roenfc 
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Freparatioiis to Invade England (1386) were now 
made on a gigantic scale. Fourteen hundred ships were 
collected, " enough/' avers Froissart, " to reach from Calais 
to Dover.'' After a prodigious expense the attempt was 
abandoned. The soldiers, disbanded without pay, pillaged 
the whole country on their way home. France was jnore 
exhausted by this, says the old chronicler, than it would have 
been by a long war. 

n. Rule of the King (1388-1392). --Eight years of dis- 
aster found Charles twenty-one years of age. He now opened 
his eyes and saw his kingdom a wreck. The finances were 
plundered, justice was abused, schools were abandoned, roads 
were impassable, and many castles in the heart of the king- 
dom were held by brigands. He dismissed his royal guard- 
ians, and placed at the head of the council the constable 
Du ClisBon, friend and successor of Guesclin. All hailed the 
advent of better times. Charles, however, with his beautiful 
but dissolute queen, Isabella of Bohemia, was soon absorbed 
in frivolity and dissipation. The princes plotted against the 
new ministers, whom they contemptuously styled " monkeys." 
Clisson was stabbed on his way home from the palace. The 
assassin escaped to the Duke of Brittany, who refused to give 
him up to justice. Charles swore vengeance, and marched 
northward with his army. 

Insanity of the King (1392). — On a sultry day in Au- 
gust, as the army was passing through a deep forest, a tall 
and ghastly man rushed suddenly out from behind a tree, 
seized the king's bridle, and exclaimed, in a terrible voice: 
"Go no further, King! Thou art betrayed!" Charles, 
weak from recent illness, was greatly agitated. Soon after- 
ward they entered upon a sandy plain, where the burning 
rays of the vertical sun poured full upon them. Here one of 
the pages falling asleep, accidentally dropped his lance upon 
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his companioD'e helmet The brain of the poor king was 
startled out of reason by this sndden clatter. Hnshing on 



hiB attendants, he sought to slay them all. He waa at last 
Becured and carried back — a maniac* 

HL Snle of the Factions.— For thirty years after thia 
sad event the history of Prance affords a picture of a madman 
sitting on the throne, while princes without private honor or 
pubhc virtue struggle around him for the spoils which can 
be wrung from an unhappy people. Each of the princes 
tried to get possession of the king and rule in his uame. 

• OlisrlBn pahlally recovered ffom thii terrible scroke, bnt ifterward enffered ■ 
MrioDP relspBfl. At a m&sked baD giyen at th« court (I3»3), the king ind fiTe of 
all noblsB were dlBgalsed as esneeg, In cloee-fltlinK dre^se?, covered with pitch 
and tow to resemble h»lr. The yoong Dolce of Orlesn*. In iport, approached theeo 
groteuine fl^rea with a lighted (otch. Their iDOanimabls coetamea caogbl ftre. 
Oiaika waa reecard. but foor of hla companions were hnroert to d»itb. Odo saved 
Idl Sib by Jomplii^ Into a tj)b of wsMr, wUcb /ortouately wa» near by. 
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TTnfortunately for France his insanity had Incid intervals, so 
that the dukes could seem to be his agents, and shelter them- 
selves behind his authority and the pity his misfortune ex- 
cited. Burgundy first seized the power. Bitter animosity 
ai-ose between him and the Duke of Orleans, brother to the 
king, who had gained great influence at court, and rivalled 
his uncle in rapacity and crime. 

The Bugondians and Axmagnacs (ma7i-ya^).—All 
France, at last, ranged itself in two parties, Burgundian and 
Orleanist — afterward called Armagnac.* The Burgundians 
pretended to espouse the popular cause, and were friendly to 
England ; the Orleanist was the aristocratic side, and nursed 
the opposition to England. 

Assassination of Orleans (1407).— On the death of 
Burgundy the dukedom fell to his son, John the Fearless. 
By the intercession of their uncle, Duke of Berri, the two 
cousins were reconciled, attended mass, and took the com- 
munion together. Three days afterward the Duke of Orleans 
was waylaid and murdered in the streets of Paris. John 
attended the funeral and held the pall of his victim. Sus- 
picion being excited he fled, but soon returned, and openly 
justified his crime. Paris received him with transports of 
joy. Even the king pubhcly pardoned the murderer of his 
brother. 

Effect — The contest between the rival parties now grew 
more bitter than ever. It was the old hatred between the 
nobles and the common people, inflamed by private rivalries 
ftnd rapacity. All patriotism died in the heat of factional 
rage. • 

Battle of Azinconrt (1415). — Henry, deeming this a pro- 

^ Bernard, Count of Armagnac, brought the Gascon free-lancee to the help of the 
next Duke of Orleans, his son-in-^aw. He became the reaj hea4 of the partj, which 
named after him. v 
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pitions moment^ renewed the claims of England to the crown 
of France, and invaded the country. Even the presence of the 
national enemy could not reconcile the jealousies of the con- 
tending parties. The Armagnacs would not allow the Bur- 
gundians to join their ranks. The burghers from the cities 
offered their help, but, to quote an old chronicler, were "vili- 
fended and despised." 

The army which at Azincourt barred Henry's advance was 
a host of nobles. The French were five times as numerous 
as the English, but were drawn up between two thick woods, 
so that they could not deploy their lines, while in front were 
newly-ploughed fields, wet with a fortnight's rain. The 
knights, as usual, charged with reckless bravery, but they 
were checked by the rapid voUeys of arrows, while their 
horses wallowed in the mud. The English now rushed for- 
ward with battle-axe, sword, and pike upon the struggling 
mass. Of the 10,000 Frenchmen who feU on that terrible 
day, four-fifths were of gentle blood. Henry returned to 
England with his captives, who, as at Crecy and Poitiers, 
outnumbered their victors.* 

The RiTral Factions. — The Armagnacs were weakened 
by this fearfnl blow, but the desperate fight of the factions 
was unabated. The queen joined the Burgundians. The 
dauphin was the tool of the Orleanists. Paris, conquered by 
the Burgundians, ran with blood. The two eldest sons of 
the king were said to have been poisoned. Great officers 
were seized and imprisoned till ransom was paid. Estates 
were forcibly taken and held by power of the sword, 
without even a pretence of law or right. Barons kept their 

* Dnring the night preceding the battle Henry commanded silence in his camp, on 
the penalty of the loss of his horse to a gentleman and an ear to a private soldier. 
The French nobles, sure of success, spent the hours in rioting and feasting. They 
even gambled for the ransoms of the English prisoners they were to capture on the 
morrow. 
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retainers on the plunder of the neighboring country, and 
peaceful citizens who ventured to travel were inhumanly tor- 
tured until they yielded their possessions. Henry again 
crossed the channel, captured Bouen, and threatened Paris. 

Assassinatioii of Bui^;and7 (1419). — The princes, in 
the face of this imminent danger, thought of reconciliation. 
The dauphin and the Duke of Burgundy met for conference. 
The latter doffed his plumed hat and bent his knee before 
the dauphin. At that instant an Orleanist leaped the barrier 
and struck the duke dead at the feet of his prince. The 
consequences were fatal. Philip the Good, son of the mur- 
dered duke, hastened at once to the English camp. 

The Treaty of Troyes (1420) was concluded soon after. 
Henry was declared regent, and married Catherine, daughter 
of Charles VI., with the understanding that, on the death 
of the king, the crown of England and France were to be 
united. So general were the detestation and fear of the civil 
war, that this surrender of the nation to a foreigner was 
hailed with acclamation in Paris and the north of Prance. 
The south, however, remained faithful to the Armagnacs, 
who were now recognized as the true French party. 

Death of Henry and Charles.— In the midst of his tri- 
umph Henry died, leaving the crown to his infant son. Two 
months afterward the hapless Charles was borne to his grave. 

CHARLES VII. (THE VICTORIOUS). 

1122 to 1161=39 Tears. 

Henry VI., of England, was proclaimed king at Pans, 
with great pomp, the Duke of Bedford acting meanwhile 
as regent. The dauphin was also crowned* by his party. 

* The EngliBh termed him " King of Bomges," as he fixed his headqnarten In 
that city. 



Idle^ good-natured, and listless, Charles was as incapable as 
his nnfortunate father of saving the country. His affairs 
steadily grew more desperate.* He lost the battles of Ver- 
neuil and Orevant-sur-Yonne. The regent had besieged Or- 
leans, and that city — the last refuge of Charles's party — ^had 
offered to surrender. The disastrous " Day of the Herrings "f 
seemed to give the final blow to his cause. France, however, 
had seen her bitterest hour.J A deliverer was at hand — 
Jeanne Darc.§ Charles was at Chinon, when it was an- 

^ The annals of the time record that the king was actually in want of boots, the 
shoemaker refhsing to Aimish them mitU he was paid. 

t This was a battle fought by the French and Scotch, who made a sally ftrom the 
city to intercept a convoy of salted herrings en route to the English camp for the nse 
of the army daring Lent. The barrels of fish were broken open by the artillery and 
their contents scattered. 

X King and peasant were alike miserable. ^^ There appeared nothing but a horrible 
conftiBion, poverty, solitariness, and feare. The lean and bare laborers in the country 
did terrific, even theeves themselves, who had nothing left them to spoile but the 
carkasses of those poore, miserable creatures, wandering up and downe like ghostes 
drawne out of their graves. Boen the cattell, accustomed to the larume bell, the eigne 
1^ the enemy* 8 approach, tcould at its sound run home qf themselves.^^ —(Dn Sebres.) 
The open land from the Loire to the Somme was a desert overgrown with wood and 
tliicketB ; wolves fought over the bodies in the burial-grounds of Paris. In the Ceme- 
tery of liie Innocents, crammed with the pestilential dead, the wretched people in- 
dulged in the wildest orgies, and danced over the graves of the happier ones who 
had closed their eyes on their country's misery. 

I Jeanne came from a humble ftimily in Domremy. From childhood she had her 
rapt moods ; and, when tending her little flock of sheep in the wood, would often^ 
slip away from her companions to muse in silence or to pray. After her day^s work 
was over, she would spend hours in quiet contemplation before the altar in the little 
village church. There was a current prophecy that France, which had been ruined 
by a woman (Isabella), should be saved by a woman. In Jeanne^ s country the popu- 
lar version was that the maid was to come from the marches of Lorraine. This 
thought, nursed in the heart of the imaginative girl, grew into a vivid hope, then 
into a daring expectation. She fiisted often and long. Her own account is that, 
" when she was thirteen years old, being in the garden alone one hot summer day, 
suddenly a great light shone upon her, and she heard a voice saying : * Jeanne, the 
King of Heaven hath chosen thee to restore France.' ^* From that time ehe began to 
** hear voices and see visions.''* She treasured her secret for four years, meantime 
developing physically into a magnificent womanhood. Then her time had come, she 
said. The voices bade her ** raise the siege of Orleans, and conduct the prince to 
Bheims to be crowned." " I would rather stay at home and spin by my poor motber^s 
side,'^ she affirmed, ^* but go I must, for no one else in the world, neither king nor 
duke, can recover this realm of France." The commander of Vancouleurs, to whom 
the first appeal was made, replied : ** Box the girPs ears and send her home." Noth- 
ing daunted, Jeanne persevered, until at last an escort was provided, and she started 
on her Journey of one hundred and fifty leagues to meet the prince. At the same 
time, for her safety and convenience, she assumed male attire. 
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notmced that & rustic maiden, who professed herself divinely 
commissi ooed to save France, desired an audienca Jeanne 
Dare, OB entering, walked directly to him, although he was 
among a crowd of nobles. "I am not the king, that is he," 
said Charles, pointing to a courtier who was dreaeed to per- 
sonate him. " You 
are the king aod 
none other," replied 
the maid, kneeling 
before him. " The 
King of Heaven 
sends me to succor 
yoa, and to con- 
duct you to Ebeims 
for yoTir corona- 
tion." Gharleawas 
surprised lit this 
recognition, and, 
upon ihrther qnes- 
_„ ., tioning her, de- 

clared that she 
seemed to know the secrets of his heart A committee was 
appointed to examine her religious faith. Her simplicity and 
straightforwardness swept away all prejudice. Her enthu- 
siasm won the hearts of the soldiers. Rude warriors were 
softened by her gentle piety, and in her presence checked the 
oath that trembled on their lipa. 

The Maid at Orleans.— Sood, clad in armor, bearing a 
silken banner,* and mounted on a white charger, Jeanne led 

• ThlB fhfl loved "foityflmeB better than her sword," she Mid, for her"mlmton 
TTBa not to kill, bnt to lead brave men to battle, and to cheer them on, In God's 
name." Her "voices" had told her that an ancient eword, with 9ve cra«ges an the 
blade, lay waiting for het, burled behind the altar In a chtirch »t Fiarbois. Search 
was there msde, and such a weapon wsa indeed fonnd. Her banner bad a whlta 
ground, besprinkled with the Hliei o( France. On one sfde was a flgnre of th« 
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an army to tbe relief of Orleans. She entered the city with- 
out opposition,* and forthwith headed the sallies against 
the enemy. Wonnded, she fiuQted, but soon recovering, 
plncked out the arrow and rushed again to the front. The 



Cliarles Crowned at RheimB (1429).— The Maid of 
Orleans, as she was thenceforth called, now urged the king 
to marcb through tbe English ]ine of possession to Rheims. 

SiTlonT In (tie doDds, boldlnj; theicDrld In Hie hande; on the other wu an imtge 
or tUe Bleued Virgin, >ud the words Jhebfb Uaru. 

* " Tbe prIecU, the chautH. the myi^terloa) banner, and tbs pecnllBr apparel of tbe 
maid. Btmck (he EngllBh wllh a tnperadtloiu rettr. Tbe geaenls, aeelhg tbe dlBpo> 
•UloDarUietrtroopB. kept them ehntnpla rheir camps and [Drtressee."— JQbTOI- 
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The generals J)ix)iested, but Jeanne replied that her " voices'* 
commanded it The soldiers believed in her, and the won- 
derful march began. Jargeau was stormed. At Patay the 
English were defeated, and their general, the celebrated Tal- 
bot, captured. Troyes resisted a few days ; then, struck with 
sudden terror, surrendered. Rheims was evacuated. The 
royal army entered, and the next day Charles was anointed 
and crowned, Jeanne standing by his side, and holding her 
sacred banner in her hand. 

Capture of the Maid. — Jeanne's mission was now ended, 
and she longed to return home, and lead the cattle and feed 
the sheep as of old. But her aid had become too valuable to 
the king and his generals, and she reluctantly consented to 
remain. She was surrounded, however, by those who were 
jealous of her success. Treachery was rife, and Charles him- 
uelf, fickle and pleasure-loving, listened to her enemies. Pre- 
cious time was wasted. An unsuccessful attack on Paris 
followed. In an encounter at Compi^gne she was taken 
prisoner. 

Death of the Maid. — No one seemed to care for her 
now. Her ungrateful king made no sign. Her Burgundian 
captors sold her to her English foes for 10,000 francs. She 
was confined in a dungeon at Rouen, and afterward tried for 
sorcery. Day after day learned judges endeavored to entrap 
this simple girl. Her apt repUes amazed the spectators, 
many of whom were in sore doubt whether she were a saint 
or a witch. She was condemned and burnt at the stake 
(May 30, 1431).* 

English Reverses. — The Maid was more fatal to Eng- 
land when dead than when bearing her white banner on the 

♦ Twenty-peven years afterward tardy Justice was done to her memory. A new 
trial was held, the sentence was rereised, and a cross erected on the scene of her 
jnartjfdom. 
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battle-field. The patriotism which she tad evoked grew 
apace. The Duke of Burgundy at last declared for Charies. 
The famous treaty of Arras (1435) settled the terms of this 
reconciliation, and the Burgundians and Armagnacs embraced 
as brothers. The regent dying a few days afterward, the 
English were left without a head. Paris opened its gates to 
the kmg's heralds (1436), and the garrison of the Bastille 
was forced to surrender. 

End of the Hnndred Tears War. — Thus far Charles 
had been borne on to success by others. With his rising 
fortune there came a change in his character.* He now 
evinced a vigilance, energy, and nobility no one had sup- 
posed him to possess. On the other hand, Henry VI. was 
incompetent, and England was rent by factions. Charles 
eagerly seized the chance thus offered. Under the brave 
Dunois (nwd), the famous " Bastard of Orleans," the French 
soon recovered Normandy and Gascony. The gallant Talbot, 
who had been released, was killed at Castillon (1453), and his 
cause died with him. Of all the possessions of the Edwards 
on the continent, the pairimony of William the Conqueror, 
the dower of Eleanor, the conquests of Henry V., there was 
left scarcely anything save the city of Calais. 

Government. — Charles, with his reviving power, set him- 
self energetically to the task of reorganizing his kingdom. 
The States-General' were convened; the nobles were forbid- 
den to enrol troops without the royal consent; and a perma- 
nent tax was established to maintain a regular army. The 
new military enforced order. The Free Lances were bidden 
to disperse; in a fortnight they had disappeared. The old 

* ThiB change has been attrlbnted to Agnes Sorrel, the king's fityorite. Her in- 
fluence was undoubtedly great in arousing him ft-om his apathy, but it was more 
than Bopplemented by a judicious weeding out of worthless advisers, and the bu1>- 
BtttQtlon in their i;iIaoe of upright soldiers like Richemont, and of prudent statesmen 
Vike Jacques 0<Bar. (See next page.) 
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lawless warfare of the feadal barons was at an end; the era 
of standing armies had commenced. An ordinance^ known 
as the Pragmatic Sanction, made the Gallican Church more 
independent of the pope, and thus more national. Two 
noblemen during these days obtained power at court — Biche- 
mont (resh-moN), the constable, and the merchant-prince, 
Jacques Coeur * (zhak kur). France, feeling a new sense of 
security, awoke to fresh energies. 

Charles VITs last days, however, were full of sorrow. 
His habitual indolence, returning, gave uncertainty to his 
acts, while he more and more became the tool of worthless 
fevorites. The dauphin revolted against him, and finally fled 
to the court of Burgundy. Charles, in constant dread of his 
son's plots, and believing that he intended to poison him, at 
last refused food and died of starvation. 

LOUIS XI. 

1161 to 1483 = 22 Tears. 

Louis ZI. was thirty-eight years of age when he ascended 
the throne. Selfish, cunning, cruel, false to all sense of 
honor and affection, he has been called " the wickedest son 
and the worst father in French annals." f United with all 
these despicable traits was such gross superstition that it 
would be ludicrous, were it not associated with most hideous 

* This flEimonB citizen is said at one time to have transacted more bnainess than 
all the other merchants of France. Called to the char^ of the state finances, he car- 
ried his clear head into the management of public afflairs. He lent fh>m his own 
coffers the money— 94,000,000 Ihincs— to reconquer Normandy. *' Sire, all that I have 
is yours," he said to the king. The courtiers, jealous of his influence, instituted a 
process against him ; they divided the spoils, and shut him up in a convent at Beau- 
caire. His old clerlss Joined to rescue him, and conducted him to Rome. 

t To this might he added *'the most brutal husband." Married in his youth to 
the beautifhl Margaret of Scotland, he so succeeded in breaking her heart, deliber- 
ately and vulgarly crushing out all the poetry and hope of her young life, that, being 
attacked with an illness which might easily have been cured, she refbsed medidnet 
and chose to die. 
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crimes.* Loab was a politician and a diplomatist. Where 
his predecessors wonld have used force, he reBorted to bribery 
and &aad. His great aim was to overthrow the system of 
feudalism, and to reduce the nobles and the princes of the 
blood, who had regained 
their power during the 
anarchy of the preced- 
ing reigns. Henceforth 
there was to be no 
tyrant in France but 
Louis XL 

"League oi the 
Public Oood" (1464). 
— The severe measures 
which Louis adopted 
greatly irritated the 
nobles. To divide the 
two most formidable 
of these foes, the Duke 
of Brittany and the 
Count of Oharolois — 

afterward known as Charles the Bold — Louis offered to them 
both the government of Normandy. Instead of quarreling 
over it as he had intended, they united and formed a con- 
spiracy to dethrone him. After an indecisive battle at Mont- 
IkSri, Louis had recourse to his usual arts. Plentiful bribes 
scattered the conspirators, and the Treaty of Conflans relieved 
him from immediate danger. Afterward, by craftily evading 
and repudiating its terms, he escaped with little loss of land 

• Among bli abciud acts, he beBlowed on the Itol; Vimln ths tillee of Connteei or 
BodIdjcub and colonel of the Rojal aoards ! Wlieneyer be wsb planning bb; dcleet- 
Kblo crime he redoubled his devotloni, and whs to be seen running nronnd to all 
the ihrlneB in the vlclnllr. " People trembled when ther Baw the meanJT-dre^Fed, 
Bloiich.galted, Ballon-lbced man tmvcling tnnn sllsr lo alUr. and etlcklng lili bonnet 
(BU of Utile ImaiceB orBaintB, for a tale of blood was sure M foUov." 
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or money, and only the very trifling forfeit of his royal word. 
Soon he was not only in quiet possession of Normandy him- 
self, but had compelled the Dukes of Berri and Brittany to 
desert the League and join in his support. 

Louis at Peronne. — Charles the Bold, by the death of 
his father, Philip the Good (1467), became Duke of Bur- 
gundy.'*' Indignant at the defection of his allies^ he still 
demanded of the king the fulfilment of the treaty of Con- 
flans. Louis, relying on his powers of persuasion, visited the 
duke at Peronne. Scarcely had he arrived when news came 
of a revolt which had broken out at Li6ge, in the duke's 
Flemish territory. Charles, fiuding that it was instigated by 
Louis, was greatly enraged, confined the king to his room, 
and even threatened his life. Louis only recovered his liberty 
on the most abject terms. To crown all, he was compelled 
to go with the duke to attack Li6ge. Here he was forced 
to hear the citizens, whom his own money and agents had 
aroused, shouting : " The king forever ! Prance forever ! " 
to see the city stormed and sacked ; and then to accompany 
Charles to the old cathedral, to give thanks for the victory. 
After this humiliation he was allowed to departf 

Struggle between Louis and Charles.— Henceforth 



* Burgnndy is a kingdom which has now almoet vanished from history. It com. 
prised at this time the Dachy of Burgundy, the county of Burgundy (Franche comt^, 
the Nivemols, and a great part of Picardy. Its natural boundaries were quite as well 
marlced as those of any other kingdom. The country was rich and populous. There 
seemed no reason why it might not become an independent state, lying as a break- 
water between Prance and Germany. This idea Charles steadily pursued throughout 
his meteoric life. 

t Entering Paris, he found hung along his route lines of cages filled with jays and 
magpies, ftom whence came shrill cries of "P6ronne," with various derisive epithets. 
He soon discovered that his fovorite cardinal, La Balue, was the friend and adviser 
of Charles, and had proposed the degradation he had endured at P6ronne. " The son 
of the tailor in the red stockings had outwitted the son of St. Louis with the crown 
on his head." La Balue was imprisoned in an iron cage, about eight feet square, and 
kept in the castle of Loches for eleven years, like a wild beast in his den. As an in- 
stance of the frequent recoil of cruelty, the instrument of his torture was ope of Mi 
pwn invention. 
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there was bitter etunity between the king and his powerful 
vaflsaL The complicationB, "never ending, still beginning," 
are wearisome enongh. Charles, rash and impetuous, was no 
match for his cold, cunning adversary. Edward IV. of Eng- 
land crossed the channel with a fine army to the help of the 



dnke, his brother-in-law, bat Louis offered him 75,000 crowns 
down, an annual pension, and the dauphin as a husband to 
his daughter Elizabeth. These arguments were irresistible, 
and the English returned. The French called this peace the 
"Treaty of the Merchants." 

Charles and the Swiss.— At last Charles turned his 
anna against the Swiss, who were secretly instigated by 
Louis. These gallant mountaineers routed the Burgundians 
at Granaon* (1476), and again at Morai. Turning then to 

• CTurlM wsB tend of comp»rinj[ himself wHh Hannibal. "We are gBttlngwell 
Hanniballzed lo-day, my lord," eald the coort-fbol ae Uiej rode off ttom (he field of 
Granaon. Xev«r had such lichea greeted the eyea of these almple peaaaDt people 
IV the; foanrt In the camp ot CharleK. Gold ww bo plentiful that they dletrlbnled It 
In bats, Preclona embmlflerywaH osed ti) decorate their miserable huts. A diamond, 
velKhlnt; lS9i canU, was picked up In the road and Bold for \ Borln. The honeB of 
the Bnrgnndlana who fell at Moral were thrown into a mound, which remained fl* 
fbtM ceatoiies ae a ghaBtly memento pf thie r^rlU day. 

b 
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conquer Lorraine, Charles was defeated at Nancy, and his 
dead body was found the next day with his face frozen in a 
pool of water. Thus perished the last Duke of Burgundy. 

Mary of Burgundy, the beautiful daughter of Charles, 
was his only heir. Louis, disregarding her claims, at once 
seized upon the Duchy of Burgundy and Pranche Comte, 
and sought to marry her to the dauphin, although she was 
twenty and he a sickly boy of eight years. Not content with 
this, he fomented revolts in her Flemish domains. Mary, 
disgusted at his duplicity, gave her hand to Maximilian of 
Austria. War ensued, and Maximilian gained the battle of 
Ouinegate (1479). Mary's premature death led to the peace 
of Arras* (1482). Her infant daughter, Margaret, was then 
betrothed to the dauphin, although he was already promised 
to the English Princess Elizabeth, who had in consequence 
assumed the title of Dauphiness of Fraoce. 

Government — One wearies of reading how, during these 
years, by treachery, murder, execution, and assassination, 
Louis subdued the feudal lords one by one. Yet from his 
tortuous policy much good came to France. The enemies 
he subdued were her enemies. He gave a fatal wound to 
chivalry. He extended the frontiers to the Alps. He made 
travel safe, maintained public peace, and protected commerce 
and manufactures. Parliament became independent, schools 
acquired new life, and letters new consideration. He had, 
moreover, some good traits. It must have been in virtue of 
them that he obtained from the Pope the title of " Most 
Christian Majesty.'' He was industrious and indefatigable ; 
he was attentive to the common people ; and he spared the 
blood of his soldiers. 

♦ The former treaty at Arras (1435), it will be remembered, between Charles VIL 
and Philip the Good, was in the duke^s favor, and added to his possessions. The 
present treaty was In I^^is*^ fiiTor, and secured to bin; Bar|:iindy and Arto^, 
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The last days of Louis were spent in the society of 
his hangman, barber, and physician. He recoiled with terror 
at the thought of death, which he had inflicted on so many. 
Few now dared to approach the moody tyrant. Shut up in 
his castle of Plessis,* he grew each day more pitiless and more 
fenaticaL He besieged every saint in heaven with prayers, 
not for the forgiveness of his sins, but for the prolongation 
of his life. He was anointed from the holy vial of Rheims. 
He weighed himself down with mouldering relics. He even 
drank the blood of infants, to revive the failing current of 
his own. At last the end came (1483), and every one rejoiced. 



CHARLES VIII. (THE AFFABLE). 
1483 to 1498 = 15 Years. 

Charles viii., the heir to the throne, was only thirteen 
years of age, deformed in person, and lamentably ignorant, f 
He was left in the care of his sister Anne, known in history 
as the " Lady of Beaujeu" (bo-zhu), a woman inheriting much 
of the energy and diplomacy of her father. The prince near- 
est the throne was the Duke of Orleans, who was married to 
the king's youngest sister. A contest for the chief authority 
arose, which was referred to the States-General. This body, 
having committed the executive power to a Council of State, 

* Ten thoneand mantraps were placed in the gronnds, and passers-by conld not 
approach within a league. Snspicioas persons were hung instantly without form of 
triaL There was scarcely a tree in the forest but bore on its branches the body of 
some hapless trespasser, while corpses lay on the ground like bones around the lair 
of a wild beast. Within the walls the precautions were no less. The king lived in 
a suite of thirty rooms, which communicated with one another, and were secured by 
Biz complicated locks. No one knew in which of these he slept, and he never inhab- 
ited the same for two successiye nights. —Edwards. 

t His ftither— remembering, perhaps, his own unfllial youth— was fearful lest his 
ambition should become dangerous. All the Latin he allowed him to learn was a 
single sentence, which contains a fbithfUl summary of his own 
dissimulare nescit r^^aro. 
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with OrleanE at the head, conddered various necessary 
reforms.* Little attention, howerer, was paid to its sag- 



gestions. Anne soon drove the duke out of his place as 
head of the council. Supported by Francis, dake of Brit- 

* The complaint nblcb the Hen-ilat made to tbe SCstea tfiu moci pItUble. 
"nrning the laet toar yeare/* nid they, *' the Ung'& troopa hATe been contlaiulij 
paoslDg and repasBitig thiongb Fnnce, and all living cm the pooi people. Thoo^ 
employed to preveot oppreeBloD. (hey are themaelvee the wont or all nppreatore. 
The poor paasaut mnBl pay for the man who bealB hfm, who lama him oat o( hia 
house, who carries otT his anhMance, and who compels him to He on the bare earth. 
When the poor man haa. with eilrems dimcnlty. and by the aale of (he coat on bla 
back, maoiged to pay hla tax, and la camrortlnK bimaelf wltb tbe hope that he may 
live out the year on the little he haa left, then cornea a nen troop of aoldlere, eating 
and dealroylng tlut lltUe; and, not satiBfled with wbat they Hod In the poor man'a 
eoltage, compelline him. with many blowa, to seek In the town for wine, white 
bread, Aah. grocerlea, and other liiEnrlea; ao that, if Gh>d did not comfort the poor 
man. he wonld ta]l into ntler deapalr. In Normandy a great and eomille«a mullitDde 
bave died of hunger; others. In despair, have hilled their wivee. their chlldrcD. *i>d 
IhemaelToe. From the want of beasta of labor, men. women, and cblldrm an com- 
pelled to yoke tbemaelTSK to cattle ; and olhern, fearing that, if aeen In tbe diy^lme, 
tbey win be adred Ibr doI having paid thelt talllt. are compelled to labor during the 
night. An which tblngit being considered. It aeemeih to the Statas-Qeneral that the 
Ungonght to have pliy on hie poor people, and onght to relieve them from the a^d 
laiaa and charges." Thia wall of dlatreaa was dlaregarded. In atriking contrast 
with the distress of the common people were Ihe pomp and aplendor ot the knlghU 
■ndtbe Hcheaand aecnrity of tbe middle classes In Ihe elHee. 
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tany, and other distinguished nobles^ he took up arms. The 
royal forces were victorious, and he was captured and con- 
fined in an iron cage at Bourges. 

The Duchy of Brittany, by the death of Francis, soon 
afker fell to his oldest daughter, Anne, scarcely twelve years 
of age. This young heiress was sought by as many suitors 
as Mary of Burgundy had been. Maximilian was again the 
favored one, and Anne was to become Mary's successor. 
This arrangement was highly unsatisfactory to Charles and 
his sister, who had been striving in every way to annex Brit- 
tany to the crown. A French army at once poured into the 
duchy. Maximilian, who had only been married by proxy, 
had never seen his bride, and, being then at war in Hungary, 
could render her no help. Charles captured the city of 
Eennes, and with it the fair duchess. His engagement with 
Maximilian's daughter — who had come to the French court 
at two years of age to be educated as the future queen — was 
broken off, and a marriage with Anne of Brittany imme- 
diately consummated. Thus Brittany, the last of the great 
independent provinces which had, during this epoch, threat- 
ened royalty, was annexed to the crown. France, united at 
home, was now prepared to assert her power among other 
European nations. 

Summary. — The Hnndred Years War, tlie feature of the fifteenth 
century, covers the reigns of Philip VL, John I., Charles V., VI., and 
VII. — ^Edward III. and the Black Prince of England win the great 
battles of Crecy and Poitiers, and devastate the country. Charles V. 
and Guesdin gain back a large share of the lost territory. The Bur- 
gundians and Armagnacs reduce France to anarchy, while a maniac 
sits on the throne. Henry V. gains the battle of Azincourt, and an 
EngUsh king (Henry VI.) is proclaimed in Paris King of France. The 
Maid of Orleans comes to the rescue of her distracted country. The 
English, terror-stricken, flee at her approach, and Charles VII. is 
crowned at Rheims. She is taken at last and burned at the stake. 
But French patriotism is aroused, and France has once more her own 
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king. Talbot, the last of the English cKptaiiiB, tillB on the field. The 
English r«Udn on); Calais. Louis XI,, cold and calculating, subdues 
the feudal lords to his power. The Duke o( Burgundj long holds out, 
but at GransoD, Morat, and Niuicj, is beaten b; the Sniss. The Lady 
of Beaujeu proves a true daughter of a, wllj king. Brittanj. last of 
the great flefs, is annexed to the crown. France is welded into one 
compact kingdom, and the feudal system is fast expiring. 

Haunen and Ouitoma, — It is early morning, and Paris is just astir. 
The death-crier, in his sombre robes, adorned with skull end cross- 
bones, is already out with bell and 
lantern, and we hettr his dismal 
voice begging the prayers of all 
good Christians for the newly-de- 
parted soul. — .As the mista creep 
away, other sounds grow louder 
and more distinct. "Hot baths" 
are armonnced, and the people are 
exhorted to " make haste before the 
water cools." Cries of fresh fish, 
fruits, and vegetables mingle in 
discordant clamor. Of the last, gar- 
lic is in greatest demand, as the 
basis of a sauce which takes the 
place of butter on bread. The day 
is now fairly opened, and out of 
mBNCH cEsTH-cHiER. tlicir close quarters come tiie va- 

rious small artificers who ply their 
trades in the open air. Not the least curions of these is the mender of 
old clotlica, who scans the garments of the passera-by with a greedy 
look, ready with his needles and thread to repair any rent at a mo- 
ment's warning— In yonder doorway stands a sad-faced man, wringing 
Ills hands, and proclaiming the recent disaster which has befallen his 
house or fortunes. The mendicant monks waylay the wanderer at 
every turn, and are seconded by the begging scholars, whose pale and 
haggard faces, neglected hair, and ragged rlotlies, are a comment on 
the refining influence of schools where cruelty and neglect are the dis- 
cipline of the poor, and fawning favor (lie award of the rich. — It is 
1389, and Queen Isabel is making lier "joyous entry " into Paris. The 
dty is ablaze with splendor. One entire street is canopied with rich 
scarlet and silk cloths. Tlie houses arc hung with tapestry, and only 
women arrayed in brilliant stuffs and golden necklaces are seen at the 
mndows,— Fountains, flowing wjlli milk and spiced wines, are attended 
by beautiful girls, who sing as they ofifer drink from golden gobletA. 
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There are elaborate tableaux; mimic castles; gay scaffolds whereon 
crusading heroes fight ; Saladin and the Saracens all in full costume ; 
a representation of Paradise, with singing angels ; the holy Virgin, and 
the Christ child amusing himself with a toy windmill ; 1^00 mounted 
citizens of Paris, in green silk uniform, on one side the road, and on 
the other an equal number of the king's cavaliers, in bright scarlet, 
forming a hedge to protect the grand procession. The queen herself is 
borne on a gorgeous litter. Some of her ladies are in open litters, and 
some on magnificently-caparisoned palfreys, led by knights in full armor. 
There are various ingenuities of mechanism. Now an angel is made 
to descend *' as if from the skies," and place a jewelled crown upon the 
head of the young queen. Now a large white stag, " having its horns, 
mouth, and all its limbs put in motion by a man within its body," 
accompanied by a lion and an eagle, plays a part in a little drama sym- 
bolical of loyalty to the king. Charles himself is there in disguise. 
Mounted behind one of his courtiers, they press through the crowd. 
In their struggles to get near they are well beaten by the faithful 
sergeants, who keep order with heavy staves. In the evening, after 
supper, the king talks it over amid the dancing festivities, and " laughs 
with the ladies at the blows he has received." — In spite of prohibitory 
laws, the bourgeoisie so closely imitate the luxury and the extrava- 
gance of the aristocracy, that Charles VII. declares ** there is no possi- 
bility of discovering by their dress the state of persons, be they princes, 
nobles, bourgeois, or working-men, because all are allowed to dress as 
they think proper, whether in gold or silver, silk or wool, without any 
regard to their calling." We read of the invalid wife of "a simple 
retail dealer, who was not above selling articles for four sous," who 
reclines between sheets of " fine linen of Rheims, costing over three 
hundred pounds ; " and under a quilt, which " is a new invention of 
silk and silver tissue." " She wears an elegant dress of crimson silk, 
and rests her head and arms on pillows ornamented with buttons of 
oriental pearls. The carpet is like gold, and the walls are hung with 
precious tapestry of Cypress, embroidered with her motto and initials." 
— A great change in the fashion of male attire takes place in the four- 
teenth century. The loose flowing robe is discarded, and the fashion- 
able young courtier wears his clothes so tight that "it requires the 
help of two persons to dress him ; and, when he disrobes, appears as 
if being skinned." The heavy misfortunes which visit France in her 
wars with England are publicly ascribed to the shameful extravagance 
and absurdities in dress. Head-dresses and sleeves reach almost to the 
ground, and a favorite shoe is " shaped like a bird, the front projecting 
into a sharp point like a beak, and the heel lengthened out like a 
claw." The youngest son of King John purchases 10,000 marten 
skins, " to trim only five mantles and as many overcoats; *' and the 



104 FBUDAL FBAKOB. 

Duke of Orleane has 3,790 ermino Bkins, pat into one numtle, at a 
price of about twenty dollars a skin. The female coetume is chanc 
terized bj the cloee-HttiiiK waist, and by long traina which, in walking, 
are tucked up under the 
arms, or borne by m^da or 
pages. The hair is worn over 
tolls and puff's, piled some- 
tlmea to an enormouB height, 
and mounted by a high con- 
ical bonnet. Long veils pend 
from the tip of these gro- 
tesque hats, and fall almost 
to the feet. — Toward the end 
of the fifteenth century, ahort 
mantles, broad-brimmed bate, 
covered with feathers, and 
wide knee-breeches, are worn 
by gentlemen. There are 
some glimpses of rural enjoy- 
ment even among the wretch- 
ed peaaantry. The church 
festivals ^re them frequent 
holidays, " in which they 

COSTUME (nnsKi'TH cnmnv). drink, talk, sing, dance, and, 

above all, laugh witii a noisy 
glee." At the vx^cet, or evening-parties, marrellouH stories are told "bj 
the old women, which are devoutly believed by the woodering and 
superstitions company. — Not to clear the distafl* on Saturday night, 
they affirm, insures bad linen from the next week's thread ; and to 
enter a cow-house (rithout saying " God and St. Bridget bless yon," 
Is to run the risk of kicking cows, broken pails, and spilt milk. A 
collection of like ridiculous oracles is one of the first efforts at printing 
at the close of the fifteenth century. 
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If INVASION of Italy (1494).— 
Charles, romantic and visionary, 
and longing to rival the deeds of 
Charlemagne, was determined to 
aeeert hie claim to the throne of 
Naples,* and even dreamed of chas- 
ing the Turks from Conetantinople 
and restoring the Christian king- 
dom of Jenisalem ! He accord- 
ingly crossed the Alps with 50,000 
men.f The discords of the little Italian repuhlics favored 

Geographieal ^HeiftoaJ-.— Locate Milan, Naples, Rome, SIcUTi Genoa, Venice, 
Bavenna, Pavia, Lombardy, Agnadello, NoTara, Mantua, Tnrin, Qaeta, Fornovo, 
Marii^auo. Seela. Garlgllano. Locate Ambolee, Nice. Savoj, Heti. Tool, SInsburgi 
Verfnn, St, Qnentin, 

■ Cbailea claimed Naples ai the repreeentaUTe of (he AiiJeTlD— hanse of AnJoiL 
Tbe " good king Ren^ " left Provence and hie right to Napiei to hie nephew. Ctaartes 
□r Maine, vho, dying without children, beqneatlied them to LonU "Si. Loala waa 
too asgaclons to mingle In tbe maze of Italian politics. 

t His Braiy tarried for the dilatory Hng at the foot of the Alps, amnelng themeelvee 
with toarnamentn and my festiyities, nntll they had eihaiietcd the money raised for 
(he war. Charlee was forced to barrow 6D.IW0 cniwni of a merchant of Milan, and 
Anally pawned tbe jewels of the Dnchess of Savoy and Ihc Harcbloneee of Hontl^ 
rat.— Tbe jcnat sncceee of thle expedition was largely due to the field-artillery. Tbe 
French gnna, monnted on carriagei drawn by horeea. and ready to go Into battle at 
a moment'e warning, presented a marked contrast to the Italian tiombatds, dngled 
with great ^fflcnlty by bnllocks, and only firing etone-balle. 
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his advance. Florence, Rome, and Naples threw open their 
gates. 

The Reaction,—- This wonderful triumph intoxicated the 
hoyish king and his thoughtless advisers. They gave them- 
selves up to feasting and frivohty. The chief powers of 
Europe, alarmed at the progress of the French arms, formed 
a league to cut off his retreat. Charles turned back, laden 
with plunder, broke through the allied host at Fomova 
(1495), and escaped into lYance. His expedition, which at 
first was like a triumphal procession, at the laet was little 
else than an ignominious flight. 

Effect — This invasion marks an era in French history. 
The feudal system being broken up, the strength of the 
king, instead of being wasted in fighting the great vassals of 
the crown, was henceforth largely devoted to foreign enter- 
prises and to schemes of conquest. From this dazzling but 
useless exploit of Charles VIII. dates the interference of 
French kings in the affairs of Italy, as well as the general 
confederation of European states, to preserve the balance of 
power between them all. 

Xiast Dasrs of Charles Vin. — On his return the king 
plunged into luxury and pleasure. Late in life he broke off 
his dissolute course, reformed abuses, and attended person- 
ally to the complaints of his people. But life was nearly 
gone ere he awoke to the responsibilities of a king, and he 
was an old man at twenty-eight. One day at Amboise, as 
he was leading the queen to a little gallery to watch some 
tennis-players in the court below, he accidentally struck his 
head against the low passage-way. Taking n« notice of it, 
he remarked to a courtier : " I hope never to commit another 
wilful sin as long as I live." Scarcely had he spoken the 
words when he fell heavily in a fit of apoplexy, and died soon 
after on a pallet in the gallery. 
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The direct line of the Yaloia house being now extinct, 
the croWQ passed to the Dnke of Orleans, of the Valois-Orleans 
bnuich of the aame family. (See Table in Appendix.) 

v.— THE VALOIS-ORLEANS BRANCH. 

H9S to 1589 = 91 7ean. 
LOUIS XII. (THE FATHER OF THE PEOPLE). 

ES Xn. (1498 to 1515 = 17 
years), as king, appears very 
differently from the restless, In- 
■ triguing antagonist of the Lady 
of Beaujen. He nobly an- 
nounced, on his QBcension, that 
"the king of Prance would 
take no revenge on the enemies 
of the Dnke of Orleans." For 
his second wife he married the 
^<"^ ="'■ widow of Charles VIIL (Anne 

of Brittany), and thus continued the union of Brittany and 
France. He purified the morals of the court. He forbade 
plunder by the soldiers, so that villagers no longer fled to 
the churches for safety when troops were quartered near 
them for the night. His economy was so marked that he 
was even accased of parsimouy.* Men talked with amaze- 
ment of a king who paid as punctually as a merchant on 
Notwithstanding the numerous wars in which he 
} engaged, the taxes were reduced nearly one-third. The 
states gratefully conferred upon him (1506) the title of the 
" Father of the People." 

iDitien Ungh at mj 
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I of Italy (1499). — Unfortunately, Louie oher- 
ighed the same Bchemea of Italiau conqaeet aa Charles YIII. 
To the claim upon the throne of Naples he added that of 
the dukedom of Milan.*' He crossed the Alps, and made an 
easy capture of Lomhardy. Milan fell. Sforza, its reigaing 
duke, fled to his son-in-law Maximihan. The French role, 
however, be(X)miug 
oppressive, the people 
revolted, and Sforza 
recovered his capital ; 
but La Tremouille, 
the French general, 
arriving with rein- 
forcements, block- 
aded him in Novara. 
The majority of the 
troops in the oppos- 
ing armies were Swiss 



rally unwilling to 

fight against each 

other, those in the """ '"' """""' 

service of " the Moor," as Sforaa was called, v 

Burrender.J Milan was recaptured. 



* Thin claim wa» Id rigbt of bit grandmother, YaleoUtu VlKontl, Bister of Plllppo 
HiHa. tbe last of tbe ktoM VlKontt (tunllr. 

1 Anne of Brtttany Is one of the most channIrK female charactere of French hle- 
tai7. Her gentle piety and poillr stand oat In bold relief agatnet the dark vices of 
ber age. She tranerOrmed the tnoat dl»folate conrt of Enrops Into the most Tirlnona 
and orderly. She frowned npon intrlgnee of sll kinds. She eneouraged art and leara- 
IhK St a time when the; were but Uttle appreciated. Her Book of Boan, Htill sacredlj 
pteurred In one of the great libraries of Parle, U probably the most snmptaons and 
elegant ■pecimen extant of tbe Ulaminated worbsof the slxteentb cenlnry. 

t " OItb ns np the dnke before yon go," said the French commander. " ITo, our 
boDor nirbide," was the reply; "bntyoamay And and takebim if yon can," So tbe 
Swiss troops paaeed in dnubleBlethroiiebtheFrencbamiy— escbmanbelngsearched 
to i*e U tbe dake could be recognized. One, more knavish than the reel, pointed 
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Capture of Naples. — Louis now agreed with Ferdinand 
to divide Naples between France and Spain.* Their armies 
were accordingly poured into that devoted kingdom; but, 
when it came to dividing the spoils, the victors quarreled. 
The great Spanish captain, Gonsalvo, took Naples. Louis, 
thereupon, raised three great armies, two of which he sent 
against Spain, and one, under the veteran La Tr6mouille, into 
Italy. At this crisis the death of Pope Alexander VI., and 
the illness of Caesar Borgia, his son, threw all into confusion.f 
Deprived of these powerful friends, beset by Gonsalvo, and 
embarrassed by the illness of Tremouille, the French were 
irretrievably routed (Garigliano, 1503). Gaeta, their last 
stronghold, surrendered. Naples had been won and lost a 
second time. 

The Three Leagues. — Still eager to acquire a broader 
foothold in Italy, Louis now entered into a' confederation, 
known as the League of Gambrai, with his enemies, Ferdi- 
nand, Maximilian, and Pope Julius II., against the Vene- 
tians, his only friends south of the Alps. Louis descended 
into Italy with a powerful army, and defeated the Venetians 
(Agnadello, 1509), who retired to their inaccessible lagoons. 
The Pope, thereupon, persuaded Ferdinand, the Swiss, and 
the Venetians to form the Holy League, as he called it, 

him ont in hip disgnise. He was sent to the castle of Loches, where he died ten 
years after. Such had been his crimes that no one pitied his fiite. 

* This was a most iniquitious scheme. The Neapolitan and Spanish sovereigns 
were fHends and relations. Therefore, when pressed by the French, Frederick of 
Naples wonld naturally seek help from his consin, Ferdinand. Spanish troops would 
then be sent to man his fortresses, and would be ready to deliver them to the French 
when they appeared. The perfidy of this plot was enhanced by the &ct that Fred- 
erick was an estimable and popular prince. 

t The story is that he and his son coveted the riches of a wealthy cardinal, and 
determined to poison him. Inviting themselves to sup with him at his country- 
house, they brought with them a present of some choice wine, in which, however, 
they had mixed poison. On their arrival, being thirsty, they asked for some refresh- 
ment By mistake the cardinars servants gave them the very wine they had brought. 
Alexander drank heartily of it, and died In a few hours. Caesar escaped with the low 
of his health. 
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against France. The French^ under the brilliant Gaston de 
Foix, then only twenty-two years of age, gained three victo- 
ries in as many months. In the last battle (Ravenna, 1512), 
this gallant prince, calling out, " He that loves me follows 
me," charged upon the enemy, and fell, pierced by twenty 
wounds from sword and lance. The League of Malinesy com- 
posed of Henry VIH. of England, Maximilian, Ferdinand, 
and Leo X., the new pope, was next formed. La Tremouille, 
the brave old general, now over eighty years of age, once 
more took the field. Again Louis longingly turned his eyes 
toward Milan. The city, as twice before, submitted, and 
La Tremouille wrote boastingly to Louis that he could send 
back the son of the Moor in chains as he sent the father 
thirteen years before. But the Swiss garrison of Novara^ 
sallying out by night, captured his intrenchments, and turned 
his own guns upon his camp. All was over. La TrSmouille, 
wounded, recrossed the Alps with his army. The guilty in- 
vader of Italy had lost all the prizes which had cost so much 
crime and misery. 

France Threatened.— Meanwhile, Louis was forced to 
look to the defence of France itself, now threatened on the 
east by the Swiss, on the south by the Spaniards, and on the 
north by the English. The last had already won the victory 
of Guinegafe, near Calais (1513).* Weary of war and vexed 
by his defeats, Louis was glad to make peace with aU the 
hostile powers. 

Last Days of Louis. — Queen Anne was no more, and, 
to confirm the alliance with England, Louis married the 
Princess Mary, Henry's sister. But his health was already 
feeble, and he soon after died (January 1, 1515), a victim to 

* ThiB is known aa the second Battle of the Spars, not, as at Conrtrai, because of 
the nnmber taken fh)m the dead, bat becanse of the good ase made of them by the 
living— the French cavalry — who plied them Instily in ignominions flight. 
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the amusemeDts and dissipation into vhich he entered to 
please hia young bride. Leavtog no direct male heirs, he was 
sncceeded by Francis, of the Valois-AngonlSme • braucb of 
the same family. 

FRANCIS I. (KING OF THE GENTLEMEN). 

1515 to 1517 = 32 Tem. 

Francis L, of noble stature, handsome, joyous, brilliant, 
warm-hearted, and luxurious in his tastes, was just the man 
to dazzle all classes of 
society. The decay of 
feudal privileges daring 
the gradual growth of 
"the royal power," had 
lessened the importance 
of the nobility, who now 
lefttheircastles to clus- 
ter about the throne. 
The Parisian conrt be- 
came the centre of all 
that was gay and at- 
tractive.! 
Battle of Bbrig- 
FRANcisi-f nano. — Inspired by the 

ambition and untaught 

* When Louie XII, vrui djlns. hie Ihonghts turned toward tbe Itatore of France. 
"IhaYedonealin)riheheBt,"he said, "Tint that big boy a'AngonlSniB will ipoll aU." 

t The elegance, refinement, and Ininrj of his court presented a strlHnK contrBBt 
to the bscpIIf rragallty of Loale XI. and the homelT praetlcaUly of Lonis XII. His 
chlvniric natnre can ha traced in his doaJIngs with Mary, He late king's widow. She 
had come to France, a relnctant aaciiDce to Plate pollcj. for her heart wai already 
glTen to the Duke of SqfTnllt. Her brother, Henry VIII., knowing thtn. bad aasarad 
her that If f^be wonld consent to this French marriage— which was not llkalj to be 
of long duration— ebe etioolil b^veherown choice the second time. Her fVeedom bad 
oome sooner than wttseipeclod, and her lover was alreadjia France byber^de. Bnt 
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by the failures of his predecessors^ Francis inaagnrated his 
reign by crossing the Alps with a great army. At Marig- 
nano he encountered the Swiss allies of Milan. The des* 
perate straggle lasted till midnight^ when both French and 
Swiss, overpowered by exhaustion, lay down where each hap- 
pened to stand. Francis himself found no better resting- 
place than a gun-carriage. No food could be obtained^ and 
the water which one of his troopers brought him was discol- 
ored with blood. At early dawn they arose and resumed 
the fight Suddenly the battle-cry of the coming Venetians 
sounded on the Swiss rear. This decided the day, and the 
brave mountaineers left the field to their victors. Francis, 
who had fought throughout like a hero, received the order 
of knighthood at the hands of the Chevalier Bayard.* By 
this victory Milan was again won. 

The ''Perpetual Peace" and the "Concordat"— 
Francis now made two treaties : one with the Swiss, and one 

Francis, ignorant of the state of affliirs, had his own projects. Conld he arrange 
some feasible alliance for her in France, her yaloable dower would be retained, and 
he might possibly evade the payment of the large revenue to which, as queen- 
dowager, she was entitled. Worn out by her anxiety and fears, Mary at last resolved 
to confess the truth to the young king, and appeal to his manly sympathy and gene- 
rosity. Francis was touched by her confidence, and at once responded. Thrusting 
aside his ambition, he became her most earnest adviser. He entreated, as a per- 
sonal fkvor, the consent of Henry to the alliance ; and, when the opposition of the 
English aristocracy threatened to again disappoint her hopes, he secretly abetted a 
private marriage between the two in the little oratory chapel of Hotel de Clnny, Paris. 
♦ The Chevalier Pierre de Bayart (as his name is spelled in his signature preserved 
at Paris) was of a warlike fhmily. His iiather fought and suiTered many wounds 
under Louis XI. ; his grandfether was killed at Montlh^ri ; his great-grandfather at 
Cr^cy; his great-great-grandfiither at Poitiers. When only eighteen Pierre fought 
under Charles VIII., and took a stand of colors at Fomova. At the siege of Milan, 
under Louis XII., he was swept within the gates of the city by the crowd of fhgitives, 
but was set free without ransom by the enemy in admiration of his valor. At Garig- 
liano he held a bridge alone against two hundred Spanish soldiers, and secured the 
retreat of the French. At Guinegate, with a rear-guard of only fourteen men, he 
kept the Bngllsh back until the French had time to rally from their panic. With a 
little body of 1,000 he defended Mezldres for six weeks against 35,000, under the 
Count of Nassau. For this gallant service he received the collar of St. Michael, and 
was appointed over one hundred men-at-arms— a position until then only held by a 
prince of the blood. Higher, however, than his valor was his courtesy, loyalty, benev- 
olence, and integrity. The universal admiration of the age conferred upon him the 
title of the '^chevalier without fear and without reproach." 
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with the Pope Leo X. The fonner (1516) conTerted the 
SwisB Republic into an ally of France, and lasted till the 
Revolution. The latter annulled the famoas Fragmatio 



Sanction of Charles, and restored to the Pope tbo i 
revenues of the annate.^.* 

Francis L and Charles V. — On the death of Maxi- 
milian, both Francis and Charles, the youthful king of 



n ternKd tumaUe, or flrat-frniU. 
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Spain,* sought to be elected in his stead. The latter was 
successful. A bitter rivalry ensued, which led to four dis- 
astrous wars-t 

Field of the Cloth of Gk>ld (1520).— Both monarch^ 
appealed to Henry VIII. of England for help. Henry and 
Francis met near Calais. The magnificence displayed on this 
occasion gave to the place its name — the Field of the Cloth 
of Gold. For three weeks the two kings feasted, sported, and 
even wrestled together Uke school-boys. They measured their 
height, found they were of equal size, and exchanged apparel. 
Meantime, their followers vied in the gorgeousness of their 
equipments. Festivals and tournaments of almost fabulous 
splendor were held. Charles, however, quietly met the Eng- 
lish monarch, and, while he flattered the bluflf and good- 
natured "Henry, won his minister and favorite. Cardinal Wol- 
eey, by profuse presents and hopes of the papacy. Within 
two years the vows of friendship, so luxuriously taken on the 
Field of the Cloth of Gold, were forgotten, and Henry was 
iBghting with the emperor against his " dear brother." 

The First War broke out in 1521. Francis suffered 
humiliating reverses. The Constable de Bourbon, the fore- 
most general in France, went over to Charles,J and was put 
at the head of his armies. The noble Bayard was killed 
while gallantly guarding the passage of a bridge across the 
Sesia § (1524). 

* The fhree mightiest Bovereigns of Earope in the beginning of the sixteenth cen- 
tury— Henry Vm. of England, Charles V. of Spain, and Francis I. of France— all 
tMomed their crowns before reaching their majority. 

t Francis, at the beginning, declared, with the greatest courtesy : " We are two 
gaUanta courting the same mistress ; he who foils will have no excuse for ill-temper." 
Fine words, but soon forgotten. 

X Louise of Savoy, mother of Francis, had follen in love with Bourbon, and sought 
to marry him. The constable shunned her on account of her infamous character. 
Bent on revenge, she deprived him of his proper post in the army, held back his 
pensions, and finally stripped him of his estates. Bourbon, in desperation, turned 
to the enemies of France. 

C The *'good knight^" as he was lovingly called, was wounded by a stone-bail froip 
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Battle of Pavia (1525). — Francis again led a magnificent 
army over the Alps, recaptured Milan, which had been lost 
the third time within twenty years, and invested Payi& 
Bourbon attempted to raise the siege. His troops advanced 
steadily, though suffering terribly firom the French artillery. 
FranciSy seeing them scatter to escape this fire, mistook the 
movement for a retreat, and rashly hurled himself upon them 
at the head of his cavalry. As he came in front, the imperial 
troops closed their ranks with admirable discipline. At this 
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critical moment the cannon which had served him so well 
ceased firing lest they should endanger him. He was quickly 
hemmed in on all sides. With his knights he performed 
prodigies of valor. Thrown from his horse, twice wounded, 
and covered with blood, he was at last forced to yield his 
sword.* Many renowned generals fell fighting about him. 
The royal captive, on his arrival in Madrid, was imprisoned 
in a gloomy tower of the Alcazar. Overwhelmed by his 
misfortunes and broken down by sickness, after a year's im» 
prisonment, he agreed to sign the Treaty of Madrid^ prom- 

an arqaebus. He was placed at the foot of a tree, with his fiice to the enepif . Th9 
Constable of Bonrbon coming up in the pursait, stopped to console him. ^* Pity no| 
me,^* said the dying hero, "I die as an honest man. I rather pity yon, in arms 
against your king, your country, and your oath." 

* The reputed letter wherein Francis conveyed the news to his mother in a single 
terse sentence : " Madame, all is lost save honor," is purely imaginary. The reaj 
one was quite long, and has no claim to any historic renown. 
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ising to relinquish Burgundy and his Italian claims, and to 
surrender his two sons as hostages. On these hard terms he 
was set free. Once past the Bidassoa^ he sprang on horse- 
hack, exclaiming, '' I am again a king/' and galloped, scarcely 
drawing rein, to Bayonne. His freedom gained, he reftised 
to fulfil the treaty. Charles, enraged at heing thus duped^ 
turned his wrath upon the helpless boys. 

The Second War. — Charles was too great, too fortu- 
nate, and too reaching. So Francis easily formed an alliance 
against him, with Henry, the Pope, and the Venetians, called 
the Holy League (1526). Paralyzed, however, by the misfor- 
tunes of Pavia, Francis showed Uttle spirit,. and gave him- 
self up to the fascinations of a new mistress, the Duchess 
D'Etampes. Bourbon, at the head of an army wild for 
plunder, assaulted Bome, but was shot as he mounted a 
ladder. His troops scaled the walls, and plunged into the 
city like madmen. They spared neither age, sex, nor rank. 
The Pope escaped into the castle of St. Angelo, but was 
forced to surrender.* Pictures of priceless value were de- 
stroyed. The splendor which had survived so many heathen 
invasions perished before the brutality of a Christian army. 
The French, under Lautrec, now made another triumphant 
invasion of Italy. It ended, as usual, in disaster. Finally^ 
the Treaty of Gamhrai (1529), known as the "Ladies' 
Peace," f brought a lull in the conflict. Francis recovered 
his sons, and paid 2,000,000 crowns for Burgundy. Italy 
was abandoned to the emperor. 

Third "War (1536).— Difficulties soon arose, chiefly about 
Lombardy. Charles, vowing that he would make " the king 

* Charles, hearing of Pope dementis capture, pat himself and court Into moam- 
tng, and ordered prayers to be offered for the PopeV release. It was, in effect, 
praying to himself, and he did not yield antil his prisoner had paid roundly. 

t So called because it was negotiated by Louise of France, mother pf the king, and 
Ifitfgaret of A^etrSa^ tUe emp^rpr^s '' well-beloy^d mnu'" 
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of France as poor as any gentleman in his dominion/^ invaded 
Provence, but was glad to get back again with half his army. 

The Two Kings become Friends. — The Pope at last 
brought about a reconciliation between the rival monarchs. 
Soon after, Ghent, revolting against the Spanish authority, 
offered itself to Francis. He not only refused the tempting 
bait, but promised to Charies V. a safe passage from Spain 
across France, to punish the rebellious burgbers. The em- 
peror accepted, and was received everywhere with rejoicings.* 
Once safe across, however, Charles refused to fulfil the promise 
he had made of giving Milan to the son of the French king. 

Fourth "War. — Francis, thereupon, formed an alliance 
with the Turkish sultan, Solyman, who ravaged Hungary. 
The celebrated Algerine corsair, Barbarossa, with one hun- 
dred and ten ships, joined the French fleet, and Christian 
people saw with amazement the union of the lihes of France 
with the ensign of the Infidel. The coasts of Italy were 
devastated, and 14,000 Christian prisoners taken back to Con- 
stantinople as slaves. By the brilliant victory of GerisoUes 
(1544), Francis gained all Piedmont. Meanwhile, Henry, 
fickle as ever, declared for the emperor. Both were to march 
upon Paris, and then divide France between them. This 
double invasion came to nought. The' treaty of Crespy 
(1544) finally put an end to the rivalries of the two mon- 
archs, who for twenty-five years had deluged Europe with 
blood. 

^ There were not a few who connselled Francis to retain the emperor tin he ftil- 
flDed hie promise of granting Milan. " Do yon see that fkir lady ? ^' said Francis, one 
evening, pointing out to Charles the Duchess d^Etampes : '* she advises me not to 
let yon depart from Paris nntil yon have revoked the treaty of Madrid." The emperor 
was at first disconcerted, but rallied, and replied, coolly: "If the advice is good, it 
should be followed." He, nevertheless, contrived on the following day to drop 
a diamond ring at her feet; she picked it up, and he begged her to retain it. 
Thus he won her fevor.— The court-fool of Francis set down Charles " to head his 
Jist of fools," for daring to paes through France. " But if I let him go ? " said 
Francis. "Then," replied he, "I will rub out his name and will write yours in its 
place," 
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The Reformation. — Early in the sixteenth centnrj Lu- 
ther began in Qermany a reKgious reform. The Protestant 
princes had united against Charles Y.^ who sustained the 
Catholic cause. Calvin had preached in France^ and his 
famous work on the Institutes of the Christian Religion was 
afterward dedicated to Francis I. The Calvinistic doctrines 
took deep root among the French nobility. They were even 
cherished by the king's sister Marguerite, Queen of Navarre, 
and Calvin was received at her court when driven from 
Paria» by Francis. There had been occasional eflTorts made 
to repress the reformers, but the necessity of allying himself 
with their leaders in Germany against Charles V. compelled 
Francis to relax his hostility toward the Protestants in his 
own dominions. By the treaty of Crespy, however, Francis 
and Charles bound themselves to re-estabUsh the Catholic 
Church in aU its integrity. 

The Waldenses, or Vaudois (vo-dwa), a Calvinistic 
community living in the valleys of Piedmont, were now treated 
with terrible severity. Three thousand persons are said to 
have been massacred ; their houses were burned ; the fields 
were laid waste, the woods cut down, and the district was 
converted into a desert. 

Ghovemment. — Francis aimed at a despotism. The States- 
General were no longer convoked. Parliament proclaimed 
the doctrine of implicit obedience. Patriotism became synon- 
ymous with loyalty to the king. Singularly enough, how- 
ever, while so intolerant of any curtailment of his dignity, 
Francis was yet largely ruled by female influence. In the 
early part of his reign his mother, Louise of Savoy, was really 
queen of France. Later, the famous Diana of Poitiers be- 
came his fevorite, and she in turn was succeeded by the 
Duchess d'Etampes. Thus the public service was corrupted, 
and even state secrets were betrayed. In the glitter of a 
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dissolute and fashionable coorfc the sweet domestic charities 
were made to seem yulgar, while vice was veiled under the 
guise of sentiment and refinement The long wars with 
Charles V. led to increase of taxes, which pressed heavily on 
the people. 

Tha Renaissanea. — Francis, however, did mnch to nat- 
aralize in France that love of art, for the eECoaiagement of 
which she has since been 
so renowned. Eight well 
did be merit his title of 
" Patron of Letters and 
the Arts." He brought 
back from Italy sculptors 
and painters.* He gath- 
ered treasures of art fKim 
all parts of Europe. He 
cMHNOKcuux. madc munificent dona- 

tions to scfaools and col- 
leges. He was the friend and patron of scholars. A new 
style of architecture — the French Benaiseance — was intro- 
duced. The sumptuous palaces of Footainblean and St. 
Germain, and the chateaux of Chenonceanx and Chambord, 
are among its magnificent monuments. 

Death of tbo King (1547). ^Francis died, a victim of 
his own excesses, only two months after his alternate friend 
and enemy, Henry VIII. Hia last words to his son, Henry, 
were to lighten the taxes, and to beware of the ambitions 
house of Guise. 

• Leonardo da VlncI, (he Immortal psinter of the laat Snppei^-whlth bHU rem^DB 
Med and madUtsd on Uie walls of Sanla UariB dolla Onizle, In Milan— wae hie 
eepecfal (Bvorlie. They met, for the flret time. In full slsht of the Laut Snpper. 
"iBtamatb es t toi aatWe to arrj tWe cliff iTaavTt home with me. I elioald like to 
take the artlBl whoae work 11 la," eald the klnjt, Leonardo bowed his agaent, and, 
after three jears of quiet bapplceae— for he waa already an old man and had Been 
nuiGll aonow— hs sxplred («o uja tradlUoD) In Ihe arme of Ua noal friend. 
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HENRY II. 

1B47 to ires = 12 Tears. 

Hanxy IL was handsome, aSUbie, and skilled in the use 
of arms, bnt his feeble mind gave no signs of greatness or 
yirtue. Neglecting his wife, Catharine de' Medici, be de- 
voted himself to the iutamons Diane de Poitiers, twenty 
years his senior. Foigetfnl of his father's dying advice, he 
gave his confidence to the constable Montmorenci, whom he 



familiarly called his "gossip," and to Francis d'Anmale, 
afterward Duke of Guisa The court was rent by rival 
fevorites, for whom the people were plundered without 
mercy-t 

War with Charles V. — Every Frenchman feels that 
the natural boundary of France on the east is the Bhine. 
To realize this idea, Henry made a treaty with the Protestant 
princes of Germany against Charles V. ; and, assuming the 
high-sounding title of "Protector of the liberties of Ger- 
many," took forcible possession of Toul, Verdun, and Metz. 

• During thle reign ■ decree was luaed to the effect that thereafter the etBgj of (lis 
king Bhindd be sUmped on ell moneyi. 

t The men ud women who larronnded Henry were R eet of tiarpteg, vboee sppe- 
tHe fijr plunder conld not be satlsfled. Spleawera abroad to report Ibe alck and 
djing, that not a moment mlf^tat he loat In begglni; for rererriouB ; and docloni were 
kapt In paj wbo bad the reputation of anticipating Nature bjan extra dose.— Odhsr. 
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Siege of Metz (1552). — ^Furious at his loss^ Charles, with 
100,000 men, laid siege to Metz. It was defended by Francis, 
DBke of Guise, and the knights of France flocked thither af 
to a tournament. The emperor was finally forced to retire, 
bitterly declaring that "Fortune, like the rest of her sex. 
fayors the young and neglects the old." * 

Battle of St Quentin (1557).— While the Duke of 
Guise was fighting in Italy with the best troops of France, 
a Spanish-English army invaded Picardy, and besieged St. 
Quentin, where Admiral Coligny was stationed with only 
seven hundred men. The constable Montmorenci, marching 
to his relief, rashly attacked the enemy, who outnumbered 
him two to one, and was terribly beaten. The town was 
stormed, and the veteran Coligny captured while defending 
the breach, sword in hand. The road to Paris lay open to 
the victors, but they failed to follow up their success.! 

Capture of Calais (1558).— The Duke of Guise, return- 
ing from an inglorious campaign in Italy, and eager to 
avenge the defeat of St. Quentin, captured Calais, by an 
unexpected attack, in the dead of winter. Thus England 
lost the last remnant of her continental domains, after having 
retained it over two centuries. This exploit raised to the 
highest pitch the glory of the Duke of Guise. 

The Treaty of Cateau-Cambresis (1559), called the 
Unfortunate Peace, closed the contest between Henry and 
Philip. France relinquished no less than one hundred and 
eighty-nine towns and foiiresses in the Low Countries and in 
Italy ; but retained Calais, Toul, Metz, and Verdun. 

♦ Three years afterward he retired to a monastery, and hie Immense kingdom was 
divided between his son, Philip II., and his brother Ferdinand. 

t When Charles, In his retirement, heard of this victory, he exclaimed : "Is not 
my son now in Paris ? " Philip, however, derived no advantage from it, except the 
glory of the day and the plan of the huge palace of the Escarial, which is built in 
parallel rows like the bars of a gridiron, in memory of St. Lawrence, on whose day 
the battle was fought, and whose martyrdom consisted in being broUed over a slow lire. 
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Death of the King. — ^ double marriage was to cement 
the peace ; one between the PriQCesa Elizabeth of B'raiice and 
Philip n., the other between Margaret, the king's raster, and 
the Duke of Savoy. In celebration of the first a grand toor- 
nament was held, in which the king and the Dnke of Guise 



held the lists against all comers. At length the king desired 
Count Montgomery, a Scotch officer of the gaard, to break 
a lance with liim. The challenge was reluctantly accepted. 
Their lances shiyered, a splinter entered Henry's eye, and 
he fell mortally woonded. 

Summary.—The close ol the fifteenth and the first h&lf of the six- 
teenth centuries are marked bj the Italian wars. Charles VIII. and Louis 
Sll.waate therein their strength and treasure. The Father of the People 
1b folloned b; the King of the Gentlemen. Francis I. wins Marig- 
nano, and is knighted by Bayard. For thirty years he struggles against 
Charles V. Taken at Pavia, imprisoned at Madrid, and driven out of 
Italy, he yet preserves French territory, and holds the Austnan-Speoisb 
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house in clie6k« ^e renaissance brightens the realm of art, bui 
bribery and selfishness corrupt the state, while the king becomes 
absolute in jwwer. Henry II. annexes Metz, Verdun, and Toul. The 
French are defeated at St. Quentin, but the Duke of Guise gloriously 
defends Metz against the emperor, captures Calais from the English, 
and frees France from the lingering step of the invader. 



Heferences for heading. 

Mrs. mUofe Court Lift i» France {romance).— James's Henry of Chdse (JieUon.— 
James's Memoirs af Great Commanders iOonsalvo de Cordova).— Presootts Ferdi- 
nand and Isabella, Vol. III.— Robertson's Charles V.-Gumey's Chapters in French 
Mstory.—Viclet le Duc^ Annals of a Fortress, 



brents of the JP'ourth JEpoeh in Chronological Order* 

PAeB 
1494-1498. Charles VIII. First descent of French into Italy 106 

1498-1515. Louis XII. (Father of the People). Expedition to 
Italy. Exploits of Gaston de Foix. Battle of 

the Spurs lOS-ll 

1515-1547. Francis I. Battle of Marignano. Strife between 
Francis I. and Charles V. Exploits of Bayard* 

Battle of Pavia llS-16 

1547-1569. Henry II. Metz and Verdun annexed to France. 
Defeat of St. Quentin. Capture of Calais. Peace 
of Cateau-Cambresis 121 



^Distinguished JVames of the /j^th and 75th Centuries. 

Jehan Froissari (1837-1410), "the Walter Scott of the Middle Ages." ffie 
chronicles present a most brilliant and life-like picture of the feudal life of the 14th 
centnry. 

Christina (1363-1420), daughter of Thomas of Pisa, astrologer of Charles V., wrote 
a life of that monarch. She was the most accomplished woman of her time. 

Alian Chariier* (1386-1458), wrote a history of Charles VII., was a poet and a 
moralist. 

^hitip de Comines (1445-1509), author of Memoirs of Louis XI. and Charles 
yni., marked an epoch in historical literature. He aimed, not to amuse, but to 
instruct; and by exact truthfhlness and a critical examination of events, to paint the 
past and draw a lesson for the fhture. 



♦ His patroness, Margaret of Scotland, wife of the Dauphin, afterward Louis XI., 
one day finding him asleep, astonished her companions hy kissing his lips, taking 
care, however, to explain that she paid the homage, not to the man, bat to the 
** mouth whence had issued so many golden words.* 
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PERIOD OF TljE CIVIL-RaiGlOUS WJ^RS. 



9 to 1598 = 39 7aug. 



Tlie three sons of Henry IZ. came to the throne in 

succeaaion. FranciB was only sixteen, Charles ten, and Henry 
twenty-three years of age, when called to rule. Young and 
inexperienced, they were 
entirely unfitted to deal 
with the tnrbuleot feo- 
tions and profound ques- 
tions which then agitated 
the country. 

Francis H., a weak 
and sickly boy, was de- 
voted to his beautiful 
young bride, the ill-fated 
' Mary Queen of Scots. 
During his short reign 
of sixteen months, Mary's 
cAiHiRiNB OB H6PICI. QiicleB, thc Duke of Guise 

and Caniinal Lorraine, through her controlled the king, 
while the queen-mother, Catharine de" Medici, plotted and 
intrigued to secure power for herself. 
The Hugoenota.— The Calvinists, or, as they began to 



Geographieal Quattiem. — Lochte Vnesj, Ureni, j 
BocheUe (-«bal), Bajonna (ba-jOn), St. DodIb, iaiaac (Xbar-oac), Caatna (ti«t. 
Arqon (Mk), I*17,. Venlat, Hmtos (iiBnt). 
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be called, the Huguenots,* had now over 2,000 houses of 
worship. Conscious of their power, they began to demand 
the same rights as their Lutheran brethren in Germany had 
secured, and to threaten a great religious revolution. At their 
head were the king of Navarre, the princes of Conde — both 
of the royal house of Bourbon, which claimed descent from 
St. Louis — and Admiral Ooligny (len-ye), nephew of Constable 
Montmorenci. The Bourbons, ambitious for political power, 
hated their rivals, the Guises, who stood at the head of the 
Catholic party. The Guises, by their arrogance and tyranny, 
aroused deep hatred among all classes. The malcontents 
naturally allied themselves with the Huguenots. Thus, 
what began as a revolt against the authority of the pope, 
became one against that of the king. Political parties min- 
gled with religious, and the contest was little more than a 
struggle for the ascendancy of rival chiefs. 

Conspiracy of Amboise (1560).— A plot, in which the 
enemies to the government of all classes and views united, 
was formed to get possession of the king. The leader was 
the Prince of Cond6 (da), known among the conspirators only 
as the " Dumb Captain." The plan failed through treachery, 
and the court was removed to the castle of Amboise for 
safety. The vengeance of the Guises was fearfuLf The 
Prince of Cond6 was arrested, condemned, and only saved by 
the death of Francis IL 

Charles IZ., a boy of ten, next ascended the throne. 
Catharine de' Medici how occupied a place like that once 
held by Blanche of Castile ; but there was a vast difference 

* Said to be bo named from a corrnption of the German word eidgenosaen^ asso- 
ciated by oath, the name assumed by the Calvinists of Geneva. 

t The carnage lasted for a month. The victims were tortured, and then hnngf, 
beheaded, or drowned in the Loire. The streets of Amboise ran with blood, while a 
crowd of swollen corpses, fastened together by long poles, floated in the river. The 
young king, Catharine de^ Medici, and many ladies of the court, assembled daily to 
witness these barbarous executions. 
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in the character and record of the two mothers. Bred in the 
wily Italian court, Catharine was true to no party and faith- 
ful to no* creed.* She sought to hold the balance of power 
between the two parties; called the States-General ; prohib- 
ited persecution in matters of religion ; and introduced various 
reforms. But the recklessness of party spirit and selfish am- 
bition could not be restrained. In vain the excellent Chancellor 
FHopital exhorted to peace. Events steadily moved on to war. 

" Massacre of Vassy." — One Sunday (1562) the Duke 
of Guise was riding through the little town of Vassy as the 
Huguenots were gathering for worship. His attendants, 
going to the church, commanded the congregation to dis- 
perse. A fierce brawl ensued. The duke hurried to the 
spot, and was met by a shower of stones. The soldiers opened 
fire, and sixty persons were slain. 

This was the signal for a war which, seven times suspended 
by precarious treaties, was as many times renewed, and for 
thirty-two years covered France with blood and ruin.t Each 
party appealed to its friends for help — the Guises to Philip of 

* She cared nothing about the religions questions of the day. She was ambitions, 
and to this was ready to sacrifice any party or principle. She even corrupted her 
own sons to pave her way to power. " She trusted nothing except the predictions 
of astrologers and the course of the stars. The direfhl traditions of her race, the 
philters, the perihmes, the powders— swift and deadly poisons— were imported by 
her into France. She had poisons for flowers, for gloves and handkerchiefs, for the 
folds of royal robes, for the edge of gemmed drinkiug-cups, for rich and savory 
dishes. One by one all who stood in the way of her ambition were quietly * removed * 
by these secret agencies." 

t ^ On both sides," remarks Lingard, ** inhuman atrocities were perpetrated by 
men who professed to serve under the banners of religion and for the honor of God." 
** One may easily know," says Montluc, in his memoirs, " which way I have passed ; 
for upon the trees by the roadside hang my ensigns." He was always accompanied 
by two hangmen, whom he called his lackeys. Briqnemont wore a string of priests^ 
ears as a necklace. Things finally came to such a pass that all bonds of society were 
dissolved. The towns took arms, and the burghers kept watch and ward. The 
peasants, with axe and club, and in self-defence, massacred all soldiers of whatever 
party. A gentleman with loaded musket watched the visitor who might be coming 
up the walk to his house, and, according to his trust or suspicion, gave orders to 
open the door, or shot him down without further notice. Even if It were his most 
intimate acquaintance, he called out to him, ft>om an aperture lu the wall, to leav^ 
bis anus outside before be could enter.— White, 
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Spftin, and the Huguenots to Elizabeth of England. Like 
moat ciril and religions conteata, it was conducted with brutal 
ferocity. It would be a useless task to note the Tletails of 
ebch a complicated strife. 

Fata of the Leaders.— The king ot Navarre, having 
been won over by the Guises, fell while leading an assault at 
Bonen. lu the first baU 
Ue (Dreux, 1562), the 
constable Moatmorenci 
was captured by the 
Huguenots, and Conde • 
by the royalists. Soon 
after, while besieging 
Orleans, the Duke of 
Guise was treacherously 
shot by a Huguenot, 
Montmorenci and Cond6, 
being released, were kiU- 
^oLiasv. ^ '1 batttei the former 

at St. Deuis, and the lat- 
ter at Janiac, where, after having given up his sword, he was 
shot by a Swiss captain, while lying helpless and bleeding. 

The Henrys, t — Jeanne of Navarre, widow of the king 
of Navarre, now came to the Huguenot camp with her son 
Henry, Prince of Beam — afterward Henry of Navarre — and 
his cousin Henry, Prince of Conde, son of the fallen general. 
Henry of Beam was chosen leader under the veteran Coligny. 



• CondS »( 


18 taken 1 


to lie lent 


of the 


Duke of GolBe. who received him more like & 


comtade Hum 


. H cdptli 


■e, and, an 




k or hie 1 


cadence, eharefl hit bed with him. 


CoDdfi afterw 








epi B3 Bon 


ndly as if his dearest friend, Inatead 


ot hlB Kreates 


t enemy. 


werelTinBhjhl 




ic at for himself, ho "did tiot doee 


Usejcsdurii 


iglbeeo 


tireniBht; 








t Fonr Hei 




flgurodat 


the head of tlie 


arraiea, nona ot whom warn yet oW 


Ofhii leenB: 


Henry f 








:. eon ot the one killed si Orleans ; 


Heorj of Fm 


mce. daliB of Aojoi 


Kiftc 


rwsrd He: 


niy in.l ; Henry of Bourbon, prince 


pf Condi; an 


d Uenr; 


ofBfarn.i 


)rliice 


ofSayarn 


! «n4 Biani (ailerwanJ Henry rv.), 



1573.] CHABLES IX. 129 

The peace of St. Germain^ soon after^ gave a temporary lull 
to hostilities. 

liSarriage of Henry and Margaret. — ^Every effort was 
now made to conciliate the Huguenots. The king espoused 
Elizabeth, daughter of Maximilian II., who was favorably 
disposed toward them, and Margaret, the king's sister, was 
married to Henry of Navarre. 

Coligny at Court — Meanwhile Goligny was receiyed 
with marked consideration at court, where he soon obtained 
great influence over the king.* Under his direction troops 
were sent into the Netherlands to aid the Protestants. Nego- 
tiations were opened with the reformed princes of Germany, 
and a declaration of war against Spain appeared imminent. 

Attempt to Assassinate Coligny. — Catharine, fearful 
of Cohgny's power, resolved to put him out of the way.f 
Three days after the marriage of Henry and Margaret, 
Coligny was fired upon while returning from the Louvre. 
Charles, fall of indignation, went at once to the admiral. 
The threats of the Huguenots alarmed Catharine. On the 
king's return to the palace she waited upon him with her 
advisers, assured him that he or the Huguenots must fall, 
and besought him to consent to the death of their chiefs. 
Charles, finally starting up, shouted : ^ Perish all the Hugue- 
nots then 1 Let not one remain to reproach me ! *' Lists of 
the Huguenots were accordingly distributed; the conspira- 
tors were to be distinguished by a white badge on the left 
arm and a white cross on the hat ; and the signal for the 
slaughter was to be given in the early morning of St Bar- 
tholomew's Day by the bell of the Palace of Justice. 

^ ** My fiither,*^ said the king, taking; the venerable admiral caressingly by the hand, 
** we hold yon now, and you shall never escape us again." 

t It was planned that the assassin stiould be a retainer of the Gaises. The Hneme- 
nots wonld naturally rise to defehd their leader, and then the royal troops wonfd f^ 
upon botli parties as yipjatprs of the public peace. 
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Massacre of St. Bartholomew (1572).— While it was 

yet dark, Catharine, impatient lest Charles should wsTer, 

ordered the great bell of St, Germain rAuxerroia to be 

tolled. LightB end- 

denly streamed oat 

; from the windows, 

; and the streets were 

thronged with armed 

men. Presently a 

t pistolshotwasheard. 

I The Duke of Guise 

I hurried with a party 
of soidiers to Co- 
ligny'a house. He 
remained below, un- 
willing to face his victim, but the men mshed up stairs. 
They found an old man at prayer, "Are yoo Coligny?" 
shouted the leader. "I am," was the calm reply.' He was 
quickly dispatched and his body thrown out of the window, 
that Guise might feast his eyes on the s|iectacle. In every 
street and house the slaughter now raged. Neither women 
nor children were spared. Private revenge satisfied itself 
under the reigning terror, and suitors murdered their rivals, 
debtors their creditors, and heirs-atr-law their nearest kin, 
Charles, who had reluctantly ordered the crime, was now 
wild to assist in it. " He was seen," aays Brant6me, ** firing 
from a window of the Louvre upon the miserable fagitives."! 

* This cbnrch It enppoFed to have b«eii ronoded by KInjr Chlldebert, In the sIzUi 
eemnrT. Destroyed by the Normflns. tt was rebuilt by Robert the PiooB. It was Ute 
&Toilte place or worship of the Englisb darini; tiifir otrnpatlon of ParlB In 14SS. 
and WBB by them liberally repaired and beanllBed. Tbc early artlBtP of France took 
great pride in 11b adoramcnt. Many eminent porsons bave been Interred within its 
valle : and from its pulpit, in more recent tlmee, the Ihrlllln); cIoqueDCe of Bonrda, 
lone and Maalllon baa channed the world. 

t Tbia fH^dtnt 1b nntdrtiiDatel; well aglbenUcated. Yolulre lulbrmB ni, In ouf 
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Henry of Navarre and the Prince of Cond6 were bronght 
before him, and only saved their Uvea by changing their 
feith. Three long days of terror passed ere silence fell npon 



this fearful scena Meanwhile the news of the massacre 
traveled with marvellous speed over France, and each city 
in tarn had its own St Bartholomew. No less than 30,000 
persons perished in all. 

Renewal of the War. — This great crime, says Dumy, 
was as n^eless as are all cnmes. The war broke ont with 
greater fury than ever. The Huguenots were exasperated, 

ot ihe notcB to (he nmrtade. that be had heard the Uarthal de TeesA mentloD that, 
haTing In hie yooth met an old ijentleinaD above a hnndred jearo of age. who bad 
■erred Id tbe gnarde of Charlex IX.. he queetiooed him on the mbject of the mae. 
•acre, and asked him if It was Irne that the king had Bred on hie subjects ae the; fled 
In terror pa«t tbe LoDvre. '■Yen." answered the old man, "it la Irae. I myaetf, ati, 
loaded hli carbine for him." 
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not daunted, while with them were allied great numbers of 
the more moderate CathoUes. Eochelle defended itself so 
desperately that Charles was forced to accord liberty of wor- 
ship to the Huguenots of the district. 

Death of Charles. — The health of the king declined 
from the fatal day of St. Bartholomew. He was a prey to 
the keenest remorse, and in his dying hours was haunted by 
the spectres of the murdered Huguenots. 

Henry in. (1574 to 1589 = 15 years), king of Poland, 
on learning of his brother's death,* fled from his Polish sub- 
jects by night and returned to France. Cold, cruel, and 
frivolous, he neglected all state aflFairs, and spent his time, 
with a band of boon companions, in orgies so disgraceful as 
to shock the society of even that infamous age.f 

The League. — Henry, then Duke of Anjou, had been a 
prominent adviser of Catharine during St. Bartholomew. The 
Huguenots rose once more as they saw him on the throne. 
Henry of Ifavarre and Conde, escaping from Paris, again 
took the field. They were joined by Swiss and German 
troops, and their party became so strong that the king and 
Catharine were forced to grant them terms which filled the 
Catholics with dismay. A league was formed, headed by 
the brilliant Duke of Guise,t which gained multitudes of 
adherents, and at the States-General (1576) was all-powerfuL 
Henry, with a gleam of unaccustomed shrewdness, declared 

* It TFas coDBldered remarkable In those days of slow traveling and no telegraphs, 
that the tidings reached him at Cracow in thirteen days. 

t Now he attended a ball, dressed in female attire, with rich necklaces on his bare 
neck, and affecting the mien and gait of a fashionable beauty; now In the garb of a 
penitent, and with coarse baffoonery, he followed the shrines of saints through the 
streets; and now, with his wife, he went fVom door to door seeking to buy little 
dogs, monkeys, and paroquets, of which he was very fond.— ?fWte. 

t He was known as Le BaJafW (the scarred), because of a scar on the cheek. He 
was the idol of Paris, His partisans claimed the throne for him as the desceudant 
of Charlemagne, and talked of deposing Henry m., " whose ancestor was that usurper, 
Hugh Capet," and of shutting him up in a cloister, "as Pepin did Childeric." 
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himself the chief of the League, and required his officers to 
take its oath. 

Progress of the Strife.— This step of the king depriyed 
Guise of all excuse for disloyalty, but it drove the Huguenots 
to arms. The hostility of the Guises led Catharine to &vor 
the Huguenots, and (1578) she went to Navarre with hei 
"flying squadron'* of court beauties, and spent over a year 
at the south, seeking to conciliate her rebellious subjects. 
Henry of Navarre gained a brilliant victory at Coutras,* but, 
neglecting his advantage, he hastened into B^arn, like a 
knight-errant of the Middle Ages, to lay his trophies at the 
feet of his favorite Countess de Grammont. Soon after 
Conde died of poison. On the death of the Duke of Anjou 
(formerly Duke of Alen9on), brother of the king, Henry 
became next heir to the throne, f The king, dreading almost 
equally the success of either party, grew more and more 
into discredit. Guise and his friends artfully fomented the 
popular dissatisfaction. Henry III. had forbidden Guise to 
enter Paris. He came, however, and was received with all the 
honors of a king. Henry, alarmed, sent for his Swiss guards. 
Their appearance excited the populace. Pavements were torn 
up, barricades erected, and chains stretched across the streets. 
The soldiers were quickly overpowered. The terrified mon- 
arch appealed to Guise to check the mob. He went out with 
only a riding-whip in his hand. The barricades fell as by 
magic, and the Swiss were liberated. Paris could not con- 
tain two kings, and that night Henry IH. fled to Blois. Ne- 
gotiations being opened, the weak Henry yielded, and agreed 

* After this battle Henry rushed among his infhriated soldiers, crying : ^' No more 
blood ! Spare them all ! They are Frenchmen, and brave men I " And at snpper, 
when some of his officers were indulging in pleasantry, he checked them, saying: 
"Gentlemen, surely this is a time of grief, even for the conquerors." 

t Seldom has a claim to the throne been traced fh>m so distant an ancestor. His 
relationship to Henry ni. was in the twenty-first degree, and he was nine removes 
from St Louis. 
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to make Oaise lieutenant-geDeral of the kingdom, and to 

convoke the states. 
Assaasination of Ghilse. — The scene now ehifte to 
the picturesqne caetle of 
BloU. The etates met 
(1588), and all eyes were 
turned to Guise. Henry 
resolved to be rid of his 
dreaded riyal. One day 
the dake was summoned 
to the royal cabinet. As 
he lifted the tapestry 
hanging, the assassins 
closed about him, and 
the work was soon dona 
The duke's brother, Car- 
dinal Ijorraine, shared a 
HBNBv, DiTKH OF cuisK. similaF fatc.* 

The Two Henrys United.— This murder aroused Paris 
to frenzy.f Henry was excommunicated by the Pope. The 
Sorbonne declared the people released from their allegiance. 
Whole provinces revolted. Driven to desperation, Henry 
turned for help to the Huguenots, and effected a reconcilia- 
tion with Henry of Navarre. Their combined forees then 
murched upon Paris. At this juncture the hand of an as* 
eassin turned the tide of aSaira. 
Assassination of the King. — Afanatical monk, by means 

■ Calturlne lay dying Id Uie Ftumber beneaUi. "Hadame." ssid Hsury. u be 
entered, "I biTe made mjBelf King of FiaaFe; I have killed the Klni; of Parir." 
CaLbarlne, sUrtted, eiclBimed: "Uod grsnt that il may not make jon king of 
nothlne-" 

t ProcesBlona throneed the chorehes, la which prayera for Iha martyred udnt 
nere mingled with eiecratlana at hie hated marderer. Bands of hair-clothed men, 
womeD, and children marcbed. wllh wai-ltKhls iu their hands, to the Ceme^ry of 
Uie Tnnocenla, where they eolemnly eitlngaiahed (bell tapera, crying; "TtniB perish 
the delesUble race of the Vabjla." 
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of a forged note, secured admission to the royal tent. As Henry 
opened the message to read it, the assassin drew a knife and 
plunged it into his body. The guards rushed in and quickly 
dispatched the murderer. But Henry's hour had coma 
Nothing in all his life had so become him as his manner of 
leaving it. He forgave his enemies, and, embracing Henry 
of Navarre, caused all his nobles, in his dying presence, to 
take the oath of allegiance to him. 



4^. 






FAC-SIMILE OF THE WRITING OF CATHARINE DE' MEDICI. 

The House of Valois was now extinct. Its thirteen kings had ruled 
France for two and a half centuries. It is a house distinguished in 
history for its singular misfortunes. Every monarch save one (Charles 
V.) left a record of loss or shame. Philip VI. was defeated at Sluys 
and Grecy, and lost Calais. John was beaten at Poitiers, and died a 
prisoner in England. Charles VI. was conquered at Azincourt, and 
forced to acknowledge, by treaty, the English monarch heir of hig 
kingdom. Charles VII. was only a shadow of a king, owed his crown 
to the devotion of a peasant girl, and finally starved himself for fear 
of poisoning by his son. Louis XI. was taken prisoner by the Duke 
of Burgundy, and for days was in hourly danger of being put to death ; 
he died hated by all, and dreading the revenge of those he had so 
cruelly wronged. Charles VIII. and Louis XII. met nothing but re- 
verse in Italy. Francis I. was taken prisoner at Pavia. Henry II. 
suffered the mortification of the French defeat at St. Quentin, and was 
slain in a tilting match. His three sons are linked in history with 
their mother, Catharine de' Medici. Francis II. fortunately died young. 
Charles IX. perished with the memory of St. Bartholomew resting 
heavily upon him ; and Henry III. fell by the hand of a murderer.* 

> *'The asBasBlxuttlons take place in a connected series; the assassin, generally, 
being in his tarn assassinated. Francis, Dnke of Onise, the deliverer of Calais, is 
assassinated by the pistol-shot of a fimatic. The Prince of Cond6 is assassinated tor 
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VI.— THE BOURBON HOUSE. 

1589 to 1789 = 300 Tsars. 

IEHR7 of Navarre (1589 to 

1610 = 21 yeara) now sac- 

1 ceeded to the throDe aa 

Henry IV. His position was 

full of danger. The League, 

the Pope, and Philip of Spain 

were banded against him. 

The Catholic nobles ioasted 

upon his abandonment of 

the Protestant religion sa 

the price of his crown, and 

HH«KY IV. 20,000 soldiers quitted hia 

standard. He retained a few 

of the leaders by promising to protect the Catholic faith. 

This concession offended in turn the stem Huguenots of 

Poitou and Gascoiiy. Scarcely one-eixth of France declared 

for Henry and against the League. In Paris the Duke of 

Mayenne, brother of the murdered Guise, assumed the title 

of Lieu ten ant-General, and the Cardinal of Bonrbon — who 

was then Henry's prisoner — was proclaimed king, under the 

title of Charles X. 

Five years of civil war ensued before Henry secured 
possession of Paris. A successfiil resistance of Mayenne's 
superior forces at Argues * was a favorable augury. Elizabeth 

t shot In the back ol tbe head wblle be It helpleti and getting hit wonnda dreeeed. 
~ - -- - ■ of Collgnj, andlB aaBaselnsled by the 

naled by Clemenl, a monk, actlllg 
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Bent him some English regiments; the Venetians acknowl- 
edged him king of France; and even the Pope began to 
vaver. Baying that "Mayenne spent more time oyer his 
dinner than Henry ia bed." The femons battle of Ivrt/* 
occurred the next year. "My comrades," said Navarre, "if 



blows fell thickest, was Henry tkb dattls of tv»y. 

to be seen, conspicaons for 

valor and prowess. The Leaguers were utterly routed, f 

• At napper, on tha nl^t beJbre IMa b»tll«, he had spoken hBrahljr to a Germwi 
oflleer named Scbombeix. While he waa marshaltng hia troops for the flRht, he 
Mopped his hone before him. "MoHBlenr de SchomUerg," he aald, " t Iidow joai 
»«lor and ask joor pardoD, emhiace me." "Ah, aire," cried the poor officer, oyer- 
eoow bj the condeecenalon of the king, " your majeaty wounded me yesterdaj, to^ar 
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Paris was again besieged, but just as its fall seemed inevita- 
ble, the Duke of Parma came to the rescue, and Henry had 
to withdraw, foiled and humbled. Disasters followed thick. 
All Navarre's daring tactics glanced harmlessly from the im- 
perturbable caution of this great Spanish general. The fruits 
of Ivry were lost. Henry's treasury was empty.* Even in 
his own camp the nobles forwarded the war, hoping to dis- 
member France and recover their feudal powers. 

Henry becomes a Catholic. — Convinced that only a 
Catholic king could unite distracted France, Henry finally 
resolved upon what he himself termed " the perilous leap." 
In the cathedral of St Denis, upon his bended knees, he 
publicly abjured his Calvinistic errors, and was restored to 
the bosom of the Church (1593). One year afterward he was 
crowned king of France and Navarre. 

Close of the Civil War. — It was a proud moment for 
Henry when he was presented with the keys of Paris, amid 
shouts of " Long live the king ! " The Spanish garrison sur- 
rendered, and marched out with the honors of war.f No act 
of revenge marred his triumph. His generous bearing, as he 
passed through the city,J quickly stole the hearts of the 
populace. The provinces rapidly followed the example of 
the capital. The great nobles, however, hung back, bargain- 
presented of two great armies fighting in the air. Fresh cloads withdrew the com- 
batants from sight before the issue of the ghostly contest conld be ascertained.'* 
This curious mirage, in that superstitious time, impressed both armies with the be- 
lief that other warriors than themselves were deciding the fate of that eventful day. 

* ^^He was the poorest of gentlemen, this most lovable of kings; and hints were 
given that his majesty's apparel was not altogether ft-ee from dams or his boots fh)m 
holes. Nothing kept its gloss but the plume of white feathers which swayed above 
his head, his bright sword, and his unruffled good humor.''— Whitb. 

t Henry stood at the gate of St. Denis as they defiled past. " Good-by, gentle- 
men," said he, laughingly, in reply to their salute ; *^my compliments to your master, 
but don't come here again." 

X One of his soldiers took a loaf of bread from a baker's shop. Henry, who saw 
the act, ran after him, sword in hand, saying: "'' Carry tliat back instantly or I will 
kill you." 
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ing for their loyalty, and no less than 30,000,000 francs were 
spent in purchasing their allegiance. 

War with Spain (1595-8) grew out of the fact that Henry 
considered Fhihp II, his bitterest foe, and also that a foreign 
war would onite rival factions. 
At first Henry met with some 
successes, but his finances were 
low and his army small. Many 
Huguenots, disgusted by his 
defection, or disappointed at 
seeing the honors they bad 
earned bestowed upon their 
enemies, deserted his cause. He 
himself was fond of pleasure, 
and, in the society of his female 
&T0rite8, sometimes forgot the 
duties of a king. The loss 
of Calais and Amiens finally 
aroQsed him from his lethargy. 
" My friends," said he, " I have 
long enough played king of 
France; it is time for me to 

show them king of Navarre." phiup n. ofspa™."^ ' 

He took the field. Amiens was 

recaptured after an obstinate siege, and, by the peace of 
Vervim (1598), Philip surrendered all hia conquests except 
Cambrai. 

End of the League. — Meanwhile Henry having received 
absolution from the Pope, who had acknowledged him king 
of Prance, Mayenne, the leader of the League, sent in his 
submission.* He was treated so generously that henceforth 

■ conrertatlon. walked 
le poor Ua^ime— who 
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he became one of the king's most faithful servants. The 
League quickly dissolved. 

The Edict of Nantes (1598) finally closed this devas- 
tating civil war. It guaranteed to the Huguenots liberty of 
conscience and of worship, eligibility to all public employ- 
ments and offices, and a chamber of justice to protect them 
in their rights. They were allowed to maintain ministers, 
and to hold certain fortified places. They were to pay tithes 
to the Church, and to observe its festivals and holy-days. For 
nearly a century the Protestants enjoyed substantial toleration 
under this edict. 

Summary. — The three eons of Henry II. successively ascend the 
throne. Young and inexperienced, they are only the tools of their 
crafty mother, Catharine de' Medici, and the ambitious house of Guise. 
The wars which they wage against the Huguenots headed by Conde, 
Ck)ligny, and Heniy of Navarre, characterize the latter half of the cen- 
tury. The massacre of St. Bartholomew, the assassination of Coligny, 
Frands Duke of Guise, Ck)nd6, Heniy Duke of Guise, and Henry IH., 
are horrible epochs in this bloody era of history. Henry of Navarre 
wins the battles of Arques and Iviy ; becomes a Catholic ; the Leaguers 
submit ; the edict of Nantes ends the religious wars of France. 

Manners and Onstoms. — ^Hunting was the favorite pastime. Louis 
XI., himself fond of the chase, forbade it to all classes under penalty 
of hanging. He even searched the castles of the nobles for concealed 
nets or sporting-arms. Charles VIII. hunted daily, and extended the 
privilege to the nobility. Great splendor was displayed in sporting 
equipages. The netting establishment of Francis I. included **one 
captain, one lieutenant, twelve mounted huntsmen, six varlets to 
attend the bloodhounds, six whips, who had under their charge sixty 
hounds, and one hundred men on foot, carrying large stakes for fixing 
the nets and tents, which were borne on fifty six-horse chariots." 
We can imagine a train of hunters issuing from the gates of a castle 
on a clear morning. The pack of hounds, eager for the chase, are fol- 

was immensely fot and short of breath~dared not interrnpt his royal master, but 
dragged his ponderous balk around till be was nearly dead with fbtigae. At last he 
stopped and begged to be allowed to rest. ** WeD, cousin/* cried the king, laughing 
heartily, " I am glad you have finally spoken. This is the only punishment I intend 
to inflict on you in return for all your opposition." 
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lowed by the mounted sportsmen, each with his trained leopard or panr 
ther sitting behind him on the saddle, or a falcon perched on his wrist. 
Ladies are there ; some in gay six-horse chariots, and some on horse. 
There is a host of pages and varlets, and all are in handsome apparel, 
with ribbons flattering to the breeze.^ When the dogs start the game, 
the leopard jumps from the saddle and springs after it. As soon as he 
has caught it, the hunters throw him a piece of raw flesh, when he 
gives up his prey and remounts behind his master. — The falcon was 
used in hunting feathered game. These birds were imported at great 
cost, and a long course of training was necessaiy to perfect them. A 
well-trained falcon was a present fit for a king. — At a hunting-party 
given by Louis XII. to the Archduke Maximilian, the archduchess was 
killed by a fall from her horse. The king, ''with a view to divert 
his mind/' gave his best falcons to the bereaved husband, which, we 
are told, " materially lessened his sorrow." — Animal combats were still 
a royal pastime. On one such occasion the excitable Charles IX. was 
with difficulty dissuaded from leaping into the arena alone to attack a 
lion which had torn some of his best dogs to pieces. His brother, 
Henry IH., was differently disposed, for dreaming one night that his 
lions were devouring him, he had them all killed the next day. — Many 
tales are told of the adroitness of thieves in these days. Charles IX., 
wishing to test their skill, sent for ten of the most expert to attend a 
grand banquet, with full liberty to pursue their profession. After the 
dinner and ball were over, they showed their plunder to the king, 
which was "over 3,000 crowns," including money, jewels, and even 
cloaks, "at which the king thought he should die with laughter." 
This royal host allowed them to keep what they had earned at the 
expense of his guests, but forbade them to " continue this sort of life," 
making them soldiers instead. — At mourning and funerals the king 
never wore black, but scarlet or violet ; the queen wore white. Thus 
Mary of England was called " La Reine blanche " (white queen), after 
the death of Louis XII. A royal widow kept her couch for six weeks 
in a darkened apartment, lighted only by wax tapers, and attended by 
a few of her ladies. Etiquette required the same for a duchess ; but 
the wife of a knight arose on the tenth day,' and sat in front of the 
bed, on a black sheet, during the remaining days of the six week& 
Ladies attended the funerals of their parents, but not of their hus- 
bands. The manner in which grand funerals were celebrated is curi- 
ously illustrated by that of the husband of " The Lady of Beaujeu," in 
1503. A famous tight-rope dancer performed on a veiy high rope, 
with " all sorts of graceful tricks, such as dancing grotesque dances to 
music, and hanging to the rope by his feet and his teeth." A female 
dancer also added to the entertainment, " throwing somersaults, and 
performing graceful Moorish and other peculiar dances." These re- 
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markable obsequies lasted two or three days^ and were obsenred by 
the king and 30,000 persons. — CkMiches were introdnced in the time of 
Henry IL For a long time there were only three in Paris : one for the 
qneen, one for Diana of Poitiers, and one owned by a corpulent noble- 
man, who, " being too fat to ride on horseback, had to be carried in a 
coach like a woman." — Anne of Brittany introdnced a low head-dress, 
consisting of strips of velvet, or of black and violet silk, over bands 
of white linen, which encircled the face, and fell down over the back 
and shoulders. Men adopted short tunics, plaited, and tight at the 
waist, with full or puffed sleeves. Catharine de' Medici brought the 
fashions of paint, patches, and perfumes from Italy. She also intro- 
duced high-starched ruffs, kept out by wires, which were not only 
worn by ladies, but supplanted the small, upright collar in male attire. 
Francis I. led the styles in his time. " Those were the days of broad 
sombrero hats, fringed with gold and looped up with precious jewels 
and feathers ; of costly cloaks, heavy with gold or silver embroidery, 
and hung over the shoulder ; of slashed hose and richly-chased rapiers; 
of garments of cloth of gold and of satin, covered with diamonds, emer- 
alds, and Oriental pearls. The ladies wore Eastern silks and golden 
tissues, with trimmings of rare furs ; sparkling coifs and jewelled nets, 
with glittering veils. They rode on horses whose pedigrees were as 
undoubted as their own, covered with velvet housings and silken nets, 
woven with jewels, their manes plaited with gold and precious stones. 
But these illustrious ladies considered gloves a royal luxury, and were 
weak in respect of stockings." — [Mrs. Elliot.] Henry III. was a de- 
votee of fashion, and the day his queen was crowned spent its greatest 
part in assisting at her toilet. He covered his face with cosmetics 
every night to improve his complexion. — Table-cloths came in use 
among the nobility in the 16th century. Fine linens as well as costly 
garments were counted sufficient treasures to be bought second-hand, 
even by kings and queens. At the sale of a deceased nobleman's effects 
in 1572, we find Catharine de' Medici adding to her table-linen. The 
dead man's garments were auctioned off, his mantles, breeches, boots, 
slippers, and other wearing apparel being eagerly bidden for by such 
high-bred noblemen as the Duke d'Aumale, the Cardinal de Bourbon, 
and the Duke d'Anjou, whose dignity was not above making the best 
of a bargain in a dead friend's old clothes. 
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Events of the F^fth Epoch in Chronological Order. 



PAGE 



155^-1560. Frands II. Power of the Guises. The Reforma- 
tion. Party of the Huguenots. Conspiracy of 
Amboise 125-6 

1560-1574 Charles IX. Catharine de' Medici. " Massacre of 
Vassy." First War (1563-3). Battle of Dreux. 
Death of Guise. Peace of Amboise. Second 
War "(1567-8). Battle of St. Denis. Peace of 
Lonjumeau. Third War (1568-70). Battle of 
Jamac. Death of Conde. Battle of Moncon- 
tour. Peace of St. Germain. St. Bartholomew. 
Fourth War (1573). Peace of Rochelle . 120-32 

1574-1589. Henry III. Fifth War (1575-6). Peace of Mon- 
sieur.* The League. Le Balafre. Sixth War 
(1577). Peace of Bergerac. Seventh War (1580), 
called the War of the Lovers. Peace of Fleix. 
Eighth War (1586-9), the War of the Tliree 
Henrys. Battle of Coutras. Day of the Bar- 
ricades. Assassination of the Duke of Guise 
and of Henry III 132-5 

1589-lGlO. Henry IV. Battles of Arques and Ivry. Edict of 

Nantes 136-40 



Distinguished JVames of the /6th Century. 

Sabeiais (1488-1668), a monk and then a phyeician ; a ftmons satirist of the age. 

CiSmeni Maroi (1495-1544), the first French poet of the century. 

Z'Ji6piial (1605-1673), Chancellor of France, and a statesman of singularly pure 
«nd upright character. 

Montaigne (1688-1582), author of delightftd moral essays, tinged, however, with 
skepticism. 

Jacques siugutie de Thou (1558-1617), " the one historian of the 16th century." 

Franeoi* de Maiherbe (1555-1688), "was proud of being called the tyrant of 
words and syllables ; choosing this word and rejecting that, he may be said to have 
created modem French. He would often spoil half a ream of paper in perfecting a 
single stanza.*^ 

• This name in France was given to the eldest brother of the Wng. The Duke of 
Anjou negotiated this treaty. 
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1E98 to 1789 = 191 Turs. 



'ATE of the Country. — ^France 
was now bleeding from a hnadred 
wonnda. During the forty years 

since the accession of Charles IX, 
128,000 houses hod been destroyed 
and 800, 000 persona killed. Thou- 
sands had been reduced to beg- 
gary. Agriculture was almost a 
forgotten ai't. Vast districts were 
covered by marshes and forests, 
traversed by neither roada nor canals. There was a heavy 
debt The people paid as taxes about 200,000,000 francs 
annually, but only one-sixth of it found its way into the 
treasury. Hia warrior life over, Henry now sought to reform 
these gigantic abuses, restore the health and strength of the 
kingdom, and give to France its former position among the 
nations of Europe. 

Solly and the Finances. — The regulation of the finances 
was intmsted to the king's tried friend, the iUustrions 

Geographicnt Queilient.-XaetXe CsMlonls. RotuiUIoii (aEl-rOn). Carbte. 
Hocrol (-rw*). Cnurtral. Dnnkltk. Seng. Charlerol, Tonniay. BrnsKls. Ant- 
werp. AmeierdBin. MaeBtrlclit. Senefl^. Phllipsburtt. Cflfael. Mayenoo. Worma. 
Spires. Heidelberg. Flenrns. Namur. Slelnklrfc Ejswick. ."" " ~ " 
ties. Halplaqnet. BaDcaax. 
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Sully.* This tamouB minister traveled over France, exam- 
ining acconnts, reforming the collection of revenue, com- 
pelling the disgorgement of 
ill-gotten wealth, and estab- 
lishing a system hitherto nn- 
known. The laying of taxes, 
except by royal order, regis- 
tered by parliament, was for- 
bidden. This pnt an end to 
the plunder hitherto exacted 
by nobles and governors on 
their own account. The ex- 
emption from taxation of the 
nobility and all who made 
arms a profession was abol- 
ished. So well were affairs 

managed that, with one-fourth the former taxes, by the end of 
the reign a surplus of 20,000,000 francs lay in the treasury. 
Poblic Improvements. — Every avenue of business felt 
the impulse of this vigorous and beneficent administration. 
France began to smile again. Sheltered from the pelting 
storm of war, the people basked in the calm of a blessed 
peace.f Public works were undertaken ; the old highways 
were repaired and new roads built ; the capital was embel- 

• Snllj entered the service of Henrj of NavaiTe when onlj eleran thipb old, and 
followed bim In all hli adrentnreg and bsttlee. Devoted to bis mSBler and to Praace, 
be cat doxnhls oirn woods at Roeny to aid tbeldiiglnhlBeitreiiiltf ; and, altbongb 
himself a Eealons Protestant, coonsslled Henry to become a Catboltc, In order lo 
flnisb the war and save the coantrj. He dared to tell the moat nnwholeeome Irnlbs 
to the klng-^for whose fKolM he had little Indntgence— and Henry had the good lenee 
to lake all In bdndneBB, and ererywhere to BnpportbiB Itllthful, clear-headed minlater. 
HoUey. In bis John of Bameveld, Bnms np Solly's character thus: "Hardwerker. 
good baler, conBctentlons politician, who fllled hU own coffers withont dlBhooesty, 
and those of the state without tyranny; nsBoclahle, arrogant, plans, very ararlcIooB, 
and Inordinately Tain, there was but one Hying being tor whom Sally bad greater 
rsrerence and aOMtloa than for the king, and that was the nuke ofSnlly hiraeelf." 

t "If I live." said Henr;, "eretyman Bball bavealbwl to pat in his pot for hti 
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lished with churches^ hosfpitals, bridges^ and quays ; fortresses 
arose; the army was re-equipped; and new dockyards her- 
alded a growing navy. Workmen were allured from Holland 
and Italy ; and the famous silk manu&ctures of Lyons and 
the tapestry workers of Paris soon outshone their masters. 

Government. — While questions of finance were thus left 
to his ministers, Henry labored assiduously to establish the 
authority of the law, and, by reducing the privileges of the 
nobles, to strengthen the throne. In spite of his popularity 
and good-humor, he had high ideas of the royal prerogative, 
and ill brooked any interference with his kingly pleasure.* 
He thus laid anew the foundation of that despotism which 
culminated in the reign of his grandson, Louis XIV. 

Henry's Domestic Relations were unfortunate. Mar- 
garet, the bride so hnked with the events of St. Bartholo- 
mew, led a life of unblushing infamy. The king secured a 
divorce, and married Maria de' Medici, who deceived and 
hated her husband, and who conspired not only against his 
poUcy but his life. At the same time Henry's notorious gal- 
lantries t grieved his friends, and furnished a pretext to his 
enemies for constant revolt. 

A Formidable Conspiracy was fomented by the Duke 
of Savoy and the king of Spain to kill Henry, and divide up 
France among the great nobles. At the head of this rebel- 
lion was Marshal de Biron (be-ron), known as the "lightning 
of France," who had fought at Henry's side at Arques and 
Ivry, and was his bosom friend. Forgiven once, on a renewed 

* When Parliament heeitated to register the edict of Nantes, he said to them : ^* My 
will is reason enough for you ; and, where subjects are loyal, princes need give no 
other. I am king now, and speak as a king, and mean to be obeyed." 

t His name was long connected with Gabrielle d^BstrSes, whom he would have 
married had Margaret consented to a divorce during the life-time of the favorite. 
Her sudden and mysterious death threw him into an agony of grief for three weeks^ 
by which time he had met Henriette d'Entragues, otherwise known as the Marchion- 
ess de Vemeuil, a cold, ambitious, designing woman, who kept him more or less her 
slave to the end of his life. 
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attempt the marshal was executed for treason. The sup- 
pression of this and other revolts firmly established the king's 
authority at home. 

"The G-rand Design.'' — Henry and his minister had 
now for some time meditated a great political scheme. Eu- 
rope was to be reorganized into fifteen monarchies and repub- 
lics, forming a grand confederation of states. A general 
council, consisting of deputies from each, was to decide any 
question of dispute. The reign of right was to replace that 
of might, and universal peace was to be supreme. Prepara- 
tory to this the house of Habsburg was to be humiliated. 
All Europe was breathlessly watching the launching of his 
tremendous armies, when a tragedy occurred which changed 
the fate of France. 

Assassination of the King. — Maria de' Medici had 
been crowned as queen of France, and invested with the 
regency of the kingdom during the absence of the sovereign 
with his army. Henry had driven out to watch the prepara- 
tions for her triumphal entrance into Paris. Passing through 
a narrow street, a confusion in the road stopped the coach. 
At that instant a man named Rayaillac plunged a knife into 
the king's breast. " The gigantic fabric of an European con- 
federation was shattered by the stroke of a broken table- 
knife, sharpened on a carriage-wheel." 

LOUIS XIIL 

1610 to 1643 = 33 Tears. 

The Regency. — Louis XIII.* was a spoiled child of nine 
years at his father's death. His mother, Maria de' Medici, 

* It is related that the night after the aBsaBBination of Henry IV., his little son, 
LooiB XTTT., screaming with terror, cried out that he saw the same men who had 
murdered his fiither coming to kill him. Louis was not to he pacified nntil he was 
9KrM tQ )^s motber*8 l^ed. Tp (bis infimtUe terror, this earl^ association witb 
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who became regeot, vas & woman of weak character, ruled 
by an unprincipled Italian named CoDcini, and his wife, 
Jjeonora. Sully, Eiirroanded by those who had sworn his 



ruin, lost all influence and retired to his estates. The no- 
bles, as of old, levied taxes, exacted tolls, conferred letters of 
nobility, and increased the imposta. "The time of the kings 
has passed," eaid they. 

Royal Marriages. — Maria's sympathies being with Spain, 
a marriage was negotiated between Lonis XIIL and Anne 
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of Austria, daughter of the Spanish king. Lotiis'B sisteT 
Elizabeth was also betrothed to the Prince of Spain, after- 
ward Philip IV • 

The States-0«neral were assembled the same year the 
king became of age (1614). The three ordera were lood 
in relating their several 
grieTances ; the tiers-Hat 
especially urged the op- 
pressed condition of the 
people ; f but there was no 
agreement in anything ex- 
cept among the two higher 
orders, to overbear the third. 
This is memorable in his- 
tory as the last meeting of 
the states X for one hundred 
and seventy-four years. '^"'" *'"■ 

Lonis becomoB King.— By the advice of a fevorite named 
De Luynes, who had won the regard of the king by his skill in 
laying sparrow-trapB, Louis, now sixteen years old, determined 
to assert his royalty. Concini was assassinated in the Xxiuvre; 
Leonora was executed as a sorceress; Maria was banished 

* A league ot the nobtea. headed \>j Coad6 <a grandBon oT the CondA killed it 3u- 
sac), was rbrmed lo oppow thase DDpopalar marrlageB. WheD Lonla vent to Bor- 
desni 10 meet hie bride, he was roUawed by two armteB—one to protect and one lo 
attack him— hut neither came lo blom. ARer hia retnrn tiotu hla bridal tonr, Lonla 
enlertslDed CondS and hi!i tHeads ag hla loral enbjecte, declared Che; had done notb- 
Ing to hie dl'hTor, and actnaily paid tbe troope leiled against blm 1 

t The speaker for the bonrgeolele, who was obliged to kneel In addreeelng the 
Buk, baTlDg yentnred to b»j tliat the French formed but one ftmUr, of wblcb tbe 
ael^enn were the elder memberaand tbe common people the younger, UienoblLLty 
complained bitterly of IMb affront : " It le a great insolence," aald Ihalr president, 
"to wlehto eetabUsh any sort of eqaallty betneen lu aod [hem; (bey are only tona 
ai the Talet to hie maeter."— In their memorials the nobtea demanded tbat " Ibe com- 
mon people be forbidden lo carry plsloli, to wear velret or eatin, or to own any bat 
ham^trirng dogs/^ 

% In tbdr etead nere Intiodaoed aeeembllea or the notable*, conalallng at princM 
of the blood, and certain peers, archbishops, conncUlora of slate, muah ' 
Jodgw—tbe Ujn« otaBbtf and tbe menben beiny opiloiul wUb tbe Uog. 
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from court Seven years of confusion ensued. Maria, like 
the other Medici, insatiate for power, constantly plotted to 
regain it Louis was ruled as completely by De Luynes as 
she had been by Goncini. Meantime the Huguenots, aspiring 
to form in France a Calvinistic state, levied taxes, kept up 
fortresses, employed soldiers, and called political assemblies. 
Two years of war (1621-23) checked but did not destroy 
their hopes. 

Richelieu. — Fortunately for Louis, De Luynes died, and 
the king found in Richelieu* (1624) a minister able to as- 
sert the royal dignity. Henceforth, for years, the history of 
France and her king f is but the biography of her minister. 
Richelieu had three distinct aims : (1) to destroy the Hugue- 
nots as a party ; (2) to subdue the nobles; (3) to humble the 
house of Austria — all of which would tend to unify France 
and make the royal authority absolute. 

I. Overthrow of fhe Hugaenots. — ^In 1627 the royal 
army laid siege to Rochelle, the capital and stronghold of the 
Huguenots. RicheUeu superintended every operation. To 
cut off the town from the sea, he ordered a gigantic mole 
of stone to be built across the harbor. Twice the dyke was 
swept away by a storm ; twice it was rebuilt. Twice a pow- 
erful English fleet essayed to relieve the starving citizens; 
twice it was forced to retire. When the city surrendered, 
after a siege of over a year,J scarcely one hundred and fifty 

• Richelien, then bishop of Ln^oOf made his first appearance, as a modest-looking 
ecclesiastic, at the states (1614). Two years after he was admitted to the royal coun- 
cil by Concini. The spiritual adviser of Maria de* Medici, he shared in her disgrace. 
By his tact the quarrel between the king and the queen-mother was made np. Riche- 
lien obtained a cardinal's hat by her intercession, and was restored to his place in the 
conncU (1632). 

t It is characteristic of Louis that, while he hated his powerfhl minister, he was 
his veriest slave. The policy of Richelieu soon made Louis the first man in Europe, 
but the second in France. 

t On the day following the king's entry, a violent tempest ^rose, whidi Dually 
washed nway the fiital dyke. 
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Boldiers survived, and the streets were strewn with bodies, 
which the living were too weak to bury. The fortifications 
were razed to the ground, the mnnicipal privileges forfeited. 



and the Catholic religion established. To the surprise of all, 
however, the Huguenots were granted the free exercise of 
their worship. The next year their remaining cities were 
captured. Henceforth the Huguenots ceased to form a state 
within the state. 

XI. AbasMnetit of the ITotdoB. — The princes had, so 
hi, retfuned their feudal fortresses, which were at once a 
reminder to them of their former strength, a terror to the 
neighboring people, and a menace to royalty. Richelieu 
ordered (1626) their destruction. Numerous plots, some of 
which the cardinal was suspected of having himself encour- 
aged for this very purpose, gave him an opportunity of 
wreaking hia vengeance upon the heads of the aristocracy, 
aitd tbiu onuhing their power 
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The Count of Chalais headed a conspiracy of many of 
the highest nobles, including Gaston, the king's only brother, 
and even Anne of Austria. The plan was to ruin Richelieu, 
depose Louis, and crown Gaston, who was to marry Anne of 
Austria. The cardinal feigned to yield to the storm and to 
resign his position ; but, as he expected, he was recalled by 
the king. Chalais was executed ; the other nobles were ban- 
ished ; Anne of Austria was brought before the council and 
reprimanded ; * and Gaston alone escaped. With character- 
istic baseness, when he found the plot discovered, he hastened 
to the king and betrayed his accomplices. His treachery was 
rewarded with the Duchy of Orleans. 

Duelling. — In the Place Royale, in broad daylight, as if 
to defy the king and his edict against duelling,! the Count 
de Bouteville killed the Count de Bussy, it being the twenty- 
second duel in which the former had been engaged. Al- 
though allied to one of the most illustrious houses in 
France, he and his second were executed in the Place de 
Grdve (1627). 

"Day of the Dupes" (1630). — Maria de' Medici, finding 
Eicheheu superior to her intrigues, became his bitter foe. 
By tears and prayers she finally prevailed upon Louis to 
banish his "insolent minister." The courtiers flocked to the 
palace of the Luxembourg for mutual congratulation. The 
happy news was sent to Madrid, Vienna, Brussels, and Turin. 
Eichelieu had ordered his coach when a messenger arrived 
from Versailles summoning him to the king's presence. Once 
there, the minister was restored to his place, and made more 

* Being openly reproached by the king with having wished his death that she 
might marry his brother, she coolly replied: *'I shonld not have gained enough by 
the change." 

t ** Daring the eighteen years preceding 1009, four thousand gentlemen had been 
thus (kshionably murdered." 
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powerful even than before. The execntioner'B axe waa long 
bnsj ere the cardinal's vengeance was satiated. 

The Connt of Soiasons (1636) was drawn into a plot for 
the assassination of Richelieu by the incorrigible Gaeton. The 
day came. The nnconscioos cardinal left the council-cham- 
ber, paesed down the 
Btaircaae, and stood 
waiting for his car- 
riage in the midst 
of the conspirators. 
But Gaston, who 
was to have given 
the sigual, quailed 
when the decisive 
moment arrived. 
Fearful of a dis- 
covery, Soissons fled 
to Sedan, where he 
took up arms. Spain 

lent him aid, but he fell at the close of a victorious battle. 
Orleane was once more pardoned. 

Cinq-MarB, a brilliant young noble, was the last of the 
king's favorites. Knowing Louis's dislike to Kichelien, he 
plotted the latter's overthrow. All the cardinal's old enemies 
joined in the conspiracy. A treaty of alliance was signed 
with Spain. A copy of this falling into Richelieu's hands, he 
sent it to the king. The contemptible Orleans, as usual, 
betrayed his iriends. His life was spared, but he was com- 
manded to retire from court Cinq-Mars was executed. 

ZZI. Abasement of Austria and Spain. — Richelieu 
lost no opportunity to weaken the Austro-Spaniah power, 
and thus exalt France. He secured a marriage between 
Henriette Marie, the king's sister, and Charles Stuart, Prince 
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of Wales — afterward the ill-fated Charles L — who was engaged 
to the Spanish Infanta.* He supported the Protestant Ori- 
sons, and enabled them to recover the Valteline,t a province 
of which they had been despoiled by the Spaniards; and 
twice he led an anny against the Duke of Savoy and the 
Spaniards, to help the Duke of Nevers, a French noble, to 
get possession of his inheritance of Mantua. 

In the Thirty Tears War Bichelieu did not hesitate 
to take the part of the German Protestant princes, in order 
to weaken the power of the emperor. He carried on the 
contest, however, with cheqajBred fortune. True, Artois, 
Alsace, Catalonia, and Eousillon were finally annexed to 
France; but disasters were frequent, and once (1636) the 
Imperialists, taking advantage of the absence of his armies, 
penetrated to Corbie, scarce fifty miles from Paris. J They 
could have captured the city, but fortunately preferred to 
retire and enjoy the immense booty already secured. 

Gk>verxmient.§ — Parliament was compelled to register the 
royal edicts without examination.! Eichelieu had no sym- 
pathy with the common people. He compared them to 
" mules, spoiled sooner by long rest than long work." " If 
they are too happy," he said, "it will not be possible to keep 
them in duty; if they were freed from taxes, they would 

* ^^ I mu8t scandalize the world once more/* Baid Bichelieu, in allusion to this 
alliance. He had already acquired, for his leniency to the Hngaenots, the name of 
Cardinal of Rochelle, or Pontiff of the Protestants. 

t This was a small valley which formed commanication between the Italian and 
German possessions of the two houses of Austria. 

t So great was the terror in Paris, and so deep their recoUection of it, that the 
citizens long styled the time the Tear of Corbie. 

S Kichelien said with regard to his policy: "I go straight to my object; I cut 
down every thing, and then cover every thing with my scarlet robe." Words that 
make one shndder. 

I The French kings were accustomed to have their ordinances imposing taxes 
registered by the Parliament of Paris. When this body refused, the king could 
attend in person and command the registration to be made. On each occaBiona lit 
gat in a canopied chair, and was aaid to hold a " bed of justice." 
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leam to be disobedient." He abolished the offices of Giand 
Admiral and Constable, that all power might be centred in 
himself. He appointed Intendants thronghont the country, 
to take charge of justice, police, and finance. Docile agents 
of the government, they exercised a constant control over 
the nobles and local authonties. Boyalty gained, bnt the 
preciotia remains of local liberty perished. In finance, Riche- 
lieu failed. Hia — — — 

costly wars antici- 
pated the revenues 
for three years; 
while the taxes be- 
came intolerable. 
Richelieu &Tored 
commerce and pa- 
tronized civilisa- 
tion. Under him . 
the French firmly 

established their foothold in Canada \_BTief Hist. U. S., p. 32.] 
He encouraged industry, and left more monument* of his 
liberality than any of the French monarchs. The French 
Academy, the Garden of Plants, the Palais Eoyal, and the 
Sorbonne, still cast a lustre on his memory. 
Three Deaths. — Richelieu did not live to see the full 

* The Sorltonne, one of the mo»t nunoDa of Ifae educational InetitatloiiB of Paiia, is 
^envnllf UFOCiated wllb <be name of C&nJInsI Richelieu, lis great patron. It km 
orlRlnallT Ibonded, however, in Ihe Ihlrtconlh century, by llnbertde Sorbonno, Uie 
chaplKlD and confeseor of St. Louie, and wae deelf^ed lo atTord pnor Btadcnls in 
opportunity of perfecting themaelves In the Bcleneee and theology. Many of the 
moBt enilnent men of Prance of the ntxieenth and BevenieBtith cenCnrles were grodu- 
BtesoriheSorbonse, Tradition says that, when al the height of Ita celebrity, ■ can- 
didate tot Ita diploma was reqnlred, wlthoat eating or drinking or quitting the 
place, to an^taln hlmaeir In aiKnment aj^alnet twenty agrallanta, who. relieTing each 
other every half boar, beset him from Ave In the morning antll eeren at night, 
aichellea wai a pupil of thla InttitnClan, and under hl>> patronage, when at the bsad 
of the goTemmeat, It was enlarged and completely reconitrncted. Public lectnrei 
tn dellTsred there xrataltoDBtj by the Urst scbolua of Fibik«, to which ModoDH, 
ilcb ud pour, flock fron ■]) (MtU of th« conntir. 
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triumph of his plans. While on his way to the seat of war 
in Boassillon he fell sick. He was home back to Paris with 
more than Oriental pomp. His guards, bareheaded, carried 
him upon their shoulders in a sori; of furnished chamber, and 
the city gates too narrow to let them pass were torn down. 
When pressed to forgive his enemies, he replied: "I have 
none but those of the state.'' "The great minister died,'* 
says Chateaubriand, " admired and detested.'' — While Eiche- 
lieu lay thus in his magnificent palace, the exiled Maria de' 
Medici had closed her eyes, in the midst of poverty, at 
Cologne. — The unfeeling Louis shrugged his shoulders when 
he heard of the cardinal's death, and coldly remarked : " There 
is a great politician gone." And now, as if to show how 
closely his life was linked with that of the powerful minister, 
Louis survived him but six months, dying on the anniversary 
of his father's assassination (May 14, 1643). Thus passed 
away, within the space of about a year, the three prominent 
actors in this great drama of the first half of the seventeenth 
century. 

LOUIS XIV. 

1643 to 1715 = 72 Tears. 

Louis XXV. being but five years old at his father's 
death, Anne of Austria was made regent. Cardinal Mazarin, 
an Italian schooled in the policy of Richelieu, became min- 
ister. The long reign of Louis XIV. naturally divides itself 
into three epochs : (1) the ministry of Mazarin, during which 
Louis took no part in the government, and in which the 
fruits of Richelieu's plans were gathered ; (2) that of Colbert, 
his successor, when Louis governed actively ; (3) the period 
from the death of Colbert to that of Louis, during which 
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great errors marred his aucceaa, and anpar^leled disastere 
befell the country. 

I. Thirty Tears "War.— Five days after the death of 
Lonis XIII., the Dnke of Enghien (6n-ge-in), a young man 
of twenty-two, afterward known as the great Cond§, won the 



battle of RocToi (1643), over three experienoed generals and 
a body of Spanish infantry, then considered the finest in 
Europe. Joined by Tureone, the next year he conquered 
the Imperialists at Friiourg. The contest lasted two days, 
in one of which, according to tradition, Conde threw his 
marshal's baton into the enemy's trenches, and then recov- 
ered it, sword in band. The following year they gained the 
bloody battle of Nordlingen. With the aid of the great 
Dutch admiral. Yon Tromp, Gondg, in sight of the Spanish 
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army, captured Dunkirk, with its yaluable harbor. In 1648, 

m 

with the battle-cry of " Remember Eocroi, Fribourg, and 
Nordlingen,* he routed the Imperiahsts and Spaniards at 
LenSy and ended this long and bloody war. 

The Treaty of Westphalia (1648), between France and 
Germany, gave to the French Alsace and the long-coveted 
boundary of the Rhine. They also retained Philipsburg and 
Pignerol — the keys of Germany and of Piedmont — and Toul, 
Verdun, and Metz, which had been annexed a century 
before. The independence of the United Provinces was 
acknowledged ; and the rights of conscience were granted to 
the Lutherans in Germany. Spain refusing to enter into the 
treaty, the war with that nation dragged on. 

The Wars of the Fronde, f— When the queen first 
came into power she was anxious to concihate all parties. 
The witty Cardinal de Retz, in speaking of the general feel- 
ing of the court at this time, says : " The French language 
contains but five words — ^^The queen is so good."' Jeal- 
ousies, however, arose. The nobles were aggrieved by the 
favor shown to foreigners. The enormous expenses of the 
war having called for fresh taxes. Parliament refused to 
register the new tariff, and demanded various reforms. 

Day of the Barricades (August 26, 1648). — The queen 
retorted by arresting some of the leaders of the opposition. 
On this the populace flew to arms, shut up the shops, 
stretched chains across the streets, and besieged the palace, 
shouting " Kill ! kill !" a cry which had not been heard since 
St. Bartholomew. Anne yielded, but soon after fled to St. 

* This, as well ae the tradition of the baton, though sometimes qnestioned, accord 
well with the dash and daring of the great Cond6. 

t Fronde^ a sling. The leaders showed so much indecision that one of the reform- 
ing committee compared them to school-boys slinging stones ; when the police came 
near they ran away, only to resume their sport when the offlcer^s back was turned. 
The Jest spread and hit the general fancy. The name was taken up at once ; every- 
thing was the Fronde, and the ruling ibshion was a sling. 
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Germain. The Mazarins and Frondeurs marshaled their 
forces. Many of the nobles and princes took the side of 
Parliament. The various cliques were headed by the most 
fascinating women of France. With its mingling of factions, 
rapid changing of sides, and want of purpose,* the Fronde 
was a burlesque on civil war. Eaillery and sport were uni- 
versal, f The troops went forth from Paris each day decked 
with feathers and ribbons; at night, coming back defeated, 
they were received with hootings and laughter. Principles 
weighed nothing; patriotism was forgotten, Tarenne was 
first a Prondeur, then went over to the Spaniards, and 
finally became a loyalist, and led the armies of the king. J 
Cond6, in the beginning, declared for the court,§ then for the 
Frondeurs, and ended by selhng his sword to Spain. At last 
Paris was wearied with this chaotic war, and entreated the 
return of the king. One of his first acts was to recall 
Mazarin, who had been outlawed by Pariiament, and who 
was welcomed back by the same fickle crowd which had 
clamored for his exile. Thus ended the Fronde ; a bloody 
force, in which an archbishop, beautiful women, and learned 

* ** In the midet of an the troolile,** says Voltaire, '* the noblee aeBembled. It waB 
belieyed to be in order to reform France, and to call the States-G^eral ; bnt, no I it 
was about the honor qf a footstool that the queen had accorded to Madame de Pons I ** 

t The Cardinal de Retz, archbishop of Corinth, the great rival of Masarin, and 
chief instigator of the rebellion, wore a dagger in his belt. This was nicknamed his 
** breviary ; " his troops were called the " Regiment of Corinth ; " and, when they were 
Tontod, the defeat was styled the *^ First to the Corinthians.'* 

t While Tarenne was commanding the royal army in the neighborhood of the 
Loire, thinking that Cond6 was one hondred and twenty miles away, he allowed his 
troops to become scattered. At night his lines were stormed and several quarters 
carried. Tarenne, observing the movements by the light of the ilames, with the 
instinct of genius declared : " Cond^ has come. He commands that army/* BaUying 
his troops, he awaited the onset. It was now Condi's turn to recognize Turenne's 
Bcientiflc arrangement, when he quietly retired. 

% While in the queen's own party, his pride and intolerance were so intolerable 
that she imprisoned him. To effect this she obtained fW)m him an order for the 
seizure and detention of three or four persons whose names were left in blank ; and, 
on the authority of his own signature, the hero of Itocro) was led ^uietl^ down ft 
^k sti^ and given oyer to the police, 
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magistrates Qgaie by the side of the two most finaone cap- 
tains of Europe. Amid the coafusion the philosophic his- 
torian detects the last struggle of the aristocracy against the 
despotism of the crown. 

Peace of tbo Fyrenees (1659).— Daring the troubles 
of the Fronde, Spain had gained some advantages. Her 
troops were now directed by 
the great Gondg. Tnrenne 
was sent to oppose him. 
These two masters of the 
art of war prolonged the 
contest with varying success. 
Mazarin, at last, secured the 
iud of England. This tnmed 
the scale. The battle of the 
Dunes* (1658) gave Dun- 
kirk to the French, who im- 
~^ ~^ ~- mediately made it over to 

cARPiNAL MAMRiN. thc Engllsh. Othsr victories 

followed. Spain sued for 
peace. A treaty was signed hy which Lonis ret^ned Artois 
and Eonssillon, with a part of Flanders, Hainaut, and Lux- 
emburg, Condfi was pardoned ; and Louis agreed to marry 
the daughter of Philip (Maria Theresa), who renounced all 
claim to the Spanish succession. 

Death of Mazaiin (1661). — Mazaiin had now secured 
the great results of Richelieu's poHcy. Like his predecessor, 
however, the hour of triumph found him approaching the 



• So called becaase the Spaniards vara attacked bj TDTenne vhUe the; were 
entangled Id the donee or BUid-liUli. The iDcapaclt? and obstiiiacj of the SptuitaidB 
on tbls occEBion Ereatly Irritated CoDd*. "Were yon ever hi a IjatUef " ho aeked 
of the yonnj; Dnbe of QloaceeCer, eon of Charlee L, who had joined him u a volun- 
teer. "So," responded theprlDce. •' EA, Aten.'"ratqro«d Condd, "In hall ao boor 
yon will see how one Is lost." 
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grave. Eapacious, firivolous, indolent, and prodigal, his in- 
ternal .administration had been deplorable. The finances 
had fallen to the level from which Sully raised them. Com- 
merce and agriculture had been neglected, and the navy was 
nearly extinct. 

n. Louis Reigns for Himself (1661-1683)—'' To whom 
shall I hereafter refer questions of state ? " asked the presi- 
dent of the assembly of clergy, the day after Mazarin's death.* 
" To me," was the king's significant reply. Louis had the 
most extravagant ideas of the royal prerogative, and claimed 
to possess absolute right over the life and property of his 
subjects. His motto was: "The state is myself" The 
times were favorable for his appearance. Eichelieu had 
crashed the nobles, and Mazarin the Parliament. France 
was depleted by foreign and civil wars. The people longed 
for rest, and to secure it were willing to be ruled by an 
autocrat. 

Ministry of Colbert. — Colbei*t was soon given control 
of the finances. From that moment order replaced chaos. 
Mainly by frugality and system he trebled the total revenues 
of the country.* The laces of Chantilly, the glasses of Cher- 
burg, the cloths of Louviers, the carpets of La Savon nerie, 

• Mazarin had already detected the strength of the king's character. " There is in 
him," he said, " stnff enough for four kings and one honest man."— When Louis 
was only eight years old, his love of wrestling greatly disturbed Laporte, his attend- 
ant. Once he was struggling with his cousin, the Count of Artois ; all commands 
and entreaties that they would cease were fhiltless. Laporte gravely put on his hat 
and sat down. Louis noticed it at once, and, tearing himself away from his cousin's 
arms, he quickly demanded : " How can you allow yourself to cover your head in 
my presence, and to sit down without my permission?" "Pardon, sire, replied 
Laporte, as he arose and took off his hat, " I did not think that a king was in the 
room." This answer made a great impression upon the boy. He assumed a digni« 
fled air, and turned to his playmate with the proud words: "Monsieur, my cousin, 
you are at liberty to depart."— His imperious will was soon manifest. As early as 
1855, when Parliament attempted to revise certain taxes which had already been 
registered in a bed of justice, he presented himself in their chamber, riding-whip in 
hand, and ordered the assembly to disperse, adding that h§re»ftpr they shpnjd mW 
their proper dfttles wd not Interfere with his ordinance^. 
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the silks of Lyons, and the Gobelin tapestry of Paris, bear 
witness to his protection. Colonies were founded; manufac- 
tnreB established; the capital was paved, policed, and hghted; 
French merchant-vessels swarmed the sea; and the navy 
soon numbered one hundred 
ships. — Under the guidance 
of Vauban (An), the great 
engineer, a triple line of 
fortresses was erected on the 
frontiers of the east and 
north. The canal of Ian- 
guedoc united the sea with 
the ocean. Donkirk was 
purchased from England. — 
Under Lou vols (vwa), the 
ministar of war, the troops 
were disciplined and uni- 
formed, magazines were pre- 
pared, and the army received 
an organization and equip- 
ment which made it at once 
the admiration and the dread 
of Europe. Military life be- 
came a profession in which 
merit was sure to rise, and valor could supply the place of 
birth and fortune. 

"War of FlandexB {1667-8).— On the death of bis father- 
in-law, Philip IV. of Spain, Louis, in the name of his queen, 
Maria Theresa, set up a claim to Flanders. War was de- 
clared. In a month Turenne conquered Flanders almost 
without a blow. Cond6 took Franche-Comtfe even more 
quickly. Holland, England, and Sweden, alarmed by these 
rapid conqnestE^ formed a Triple Alliance tp mediate peao^ 
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By the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, Louis restored Franche- 
Comt6. 

Invasion of Holland (1672--3). — Louis's wounded pride 
could not forgive a nation which had presumed to set bounds 
to his conquests. Strengthened by an alliance with Eng- 
land,* he entered Holland with a magnificent army. With 
him were Oonde, Turenne, Louvois, Luxemburg, Vauban, and 
Martinet, f Louis, advancing to within four leagues of Amster- 
dam, demanded outrageous terms of peace. The Prince of 
Orange, being made dictator, though a young man of twenty- 
two, who had never seen battle or siege, exerted all his genius 
for the salvation of his country. Despair gave the nation a 
heroic courage. The dykes were cut and the land inun- 
dated. "Better," said they, "let the sea drown our farms 
than the French destroy our liberties.'* The Dutch admiral, 
De Ruyter, repeatedly fought the combined fleets of England 
and France, and thus kept the coasts safe from their attacks. 
William aroused all Europe in favor of little Holland and 
with dread of the ambition of I^ouis. The Empire, Spain, and 
several German princes, leagued with the Dutcli. Charles 
n. was forced to make peace by an indignant Parliament. 

VTax of the First Coalition (1673-8).— The invasion 
of Holland had now brought on an European war. Louis 
seemed to rejoice in the opportunity this gave him to show 
his superiority. The French frontier swarmed with soldiers. 
Franche-Comt6 was conquered in six weeks. Turenne crossed 
the Ehine, defeated the Imperialists at Sintzheim (1674), forced 
them back of the Neckar, and, returning, barbarously ravaged 

* Charles II., notwithstanding his recent policy, hated the Dutch no less than 
Lonis. Moreover, he was in distress for money. His beantiful sister, Henrietta, 
was Duchess of Orleans. Louis pent her to Enp^land on a secret mission, and with 
her one of the most foscinating ladies of the court (afterward the dissolute Duchess 
of Portsmouth), that they might use their influence for him. 

t General Martinet attended to the order of march and details of the drill. His 
name is still the word for a punctiliousness in discipline unknown before his time. 
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the Palatinate. The Imperialists, in ti]m> passed Hie Rhine 

with 70,000 men, and occupied Alsace. They thought the 

campaign finished; with Turenne it was only begun. With 

20,000 men he marched over the Vosgea mountains in the 

depth of winter, fell suddenly on the astonished enemy, who 

supposed him fifty leagues 

away, routed their forces in 

repeated engagements, and 

drove them back beyond the 

Rhine. 

Last Campaign of Tn- 
renne and Conde. — The 
emperor now sent against 
Tnrcnne the famous Mon- 
tecnculi. The two generals 
tested each other in a series 
of brilliant manceuvres, and 
at length were on the point 
of joining battle. Turenne 
went to the front to make 
the final arrangements when 
he was struck by a cannon- 
ball and instantly killed.* 
Louis, BB a mark of respect, 
caused the body of his great general to be buried in the tomb 
of the French kings in the ancient church of St. Denis.^ 

* The utmeball carried oBIhe ana or 31. Hlliare, cammauder oftbe artUleiy. "It 
is not to me," Bald the wounded general to hts weeping son. wlio bent orar tdm. 
"but to tbat great man our tears are dne."— The newa of Tnrennc'a death threw 
rtance Into constenifltion and grief. "Tealerday." writes Madame de SSTignS, "an 
were In tears In the streets— ever; other bDsiness was PUBpended. The king Is 
greally afflicted : the whole people ere Id trouble and emotion." 

-t Prior to this Dn GnescUn was the only French subject whose remains were tbus 
honored. Next to Notre Datne, SL Denis is oiosldered the flnest. a» It Is one of the 
most ancleat. churches In France. Founded by St. Genevieve In the IIIUi centBr;. Il 
wae snccesslTelj enlarged and ImproTcd hjDagobert in lite seventh, Charlemagne In 
the eighth, and SL Loais in the thirteenth cenlnrl'^s. 
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Meanwhile Cond6, opposed to the Prince of Orange in Flan- 
ders, had also fought his last battle. At Seneffe (1674) he 
beat the allied forces ; but William, with that self-possession 
which always made him more dangerous in defeat than 
in victory, took a new position, and held it against every 
attack. The successors of Turenne, being unable to oppose 
any resistance to Montecuculi, Cond6 was called thither to 
check this great captain. Oond6 having accomplished this 
by some strategic moves, feeling the weight of years, re- 
tired to private life. Montecuculi also relinquished his 
command, saying that a man who had had the honor to 
oppose Turenne and Cond6 should not risk his laurels 
against tyros. 

Treaty of Nimeguen (1678-9).— Two brilliant cam- 
paigns ensued. The French fleet gained the command of 
the Mediterranean. Luxemburg, by his successes, rivalled 
the victor of Eocroi. With the king, he captured Valen- 
ciennes by a charge of musketeers in broad daylight. With 
Monsieur, Duke of Orleans, he defeated the Prince of Orange 
at C(is8el (1677). Louis found himself the arbitrator of Eu- 
rope. The war was begun against Holland, but Spain paid 
its cost, being obliged to abandon to France Franche-Comte, 
and several places of great strength on the frontiers of 
Flanders. 

Conquests in Time of Peace. — To the advantages 
afforded by this treaty Louis added others gained by fraud. 
Courts were established to interpret its provisions. His 
armies enforced their decisions as in time of war. No less 
than twenty important cities, among which were Strasburg, 
Luxemburg, and Saarbriick, were thus wrested from neigh- 
boring princes. 

The ''Grand Monarqae'^ was now at the height of his 
glory. The subservient magistrates of Pai-is voted him the 



166 THE ABBOLUTX KOKAECHY, [1878 

title of " The Great," and erected in honor of his viotoriea 
the magnificent arches of Fortes St. Denis and St. Martin, 
which still ornament the bouleTards of Paris. Everywhere 
his arms triumphed. The French fleet drove the pirates 
from the Mediterranean, bombarded Algiers and Tripoli, and 
humiliated Genoa. One hundred vessels of the line lay in 
the porta of Tou- 
lon, Brest, Havre, 
and Dunkirk; one 
hundred fortresses, 
monuments of the 
skill of Vaaban, 
covered the front- 
iers; and an army 
of 110,000 men, 
under Luxem- 
burg, Catinat,Ven- 
d6me, and ViUars, 
waited the word to 
move. Louis was 
fORTB ST. uEKis. jealows fo cxcess, 

and the slightest affixmt was the prelude to an invasion, and 
a breach of etiquette the precursor to a blockade.* His 
subjects, dazzled by the brilliancy of his conquests and the 
magnificent prosperity of his reign, gave up the few political 
rights they had bo far retained. 

The "Age of Louis XIV," forms a brilliant epoch in 
literature and art. Never had so many great men clustered 
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about a throne. Poorly educated * and narrow-minded him- 
self, Louis had the good sense to retain them by rewards, 
while he appropriated their glory as his own. The fume of 
their scientific discoveries and literary achievements rivaled 
the triumphs of his generals. The sermons of Bourdaloue, 
Bossuet, Fenelon, and Massillon ; the poetry of Moli^re, Oor- 
neille, Racine, and La Fontaine ; the writings of Pascal and 
Descartes; the paintings of Le Brun, Poussin, and Claude 
Lorraine ; the sculpture of Puget and Giraudon ; the archi- 
tectural creations of Mansard and Perrault, have immortal- 
ized the age. The wisest philosophers and statesmen, the 
most graceful writers and poets, all were drawn into the 
vortex of obedience and flattery. Then it was that French 
tastes, thought, and language were impressed on foreign na- 
tions, and all Europe took a Parisian tinge. 

Adulation of the Court.— Louis's courtiers prostrated 
themselves at his feet like the slaves of some Oriental despot. 
To be allowed to accompany him in his walks, to carry his 
cane or sword, to hold a taper during his toilette, to draw on 
the royal shoes, or even to stand and watch the robing of the 
monarch, were honors to live and die for. This serviUty was 
necessary to secure the favor of the king. It was only by the 
grossest flattery, and by ascribing their success to him alone, 
that his ministers retained their places. Colbert, alarmed at 
the extravagant expenses of the court, ventured to urge econ- 
omy. From that hour he was in disgrace, and was treated 
with such harshness and neglect that at last he died (1683), 
worn out by hard service and the ingratitude of his king.f 

* ThlB ** Grand Monarque " could hardly read or write, mach less spell. Of Uie 
history of his own country or the laws of political economy he was utterly ignorant 

t When he was on his death-bed, Louis wrote him a letter. Expecting nothing 
but fresh blame and sneers, he declined to open it, exclaiming, as did Wolsey of 
Henry Vni. : *'Had I done one-tenth for Ood that I have for the king, I might long 
since have worked out my salvation ; but now what awaits me ? "—He left a fortune 
which he bad honestly gathered, but the people, who remembered Mazarin and Foa- 
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TTT. Decline of Louis XIV. — Eejecting Colbert's ad- 
vice, Louis had already persecuted the Huguenots, wasted 
the public wealth in gigantic structures at Versailles,* and 
incurred a prodigal expense in the last war. His chief advi- 
sers were Madame de Maintenon,t and the cold and selfish 
Louvois. 

The Revocation of tlie Edict of Nantes (1685).— 
The privileges enjoyed by the Huguenots under the edict of 
Nantes were now revoked ; their ministers ordered to leave 
France ; their schools closed, and their forms of worship for- 
bidden. They were excluded from the liberal profession^ 
from the universities, and from various branches of trade 
and industry. Squadrons of cavalry were quartered in sus- 
pected houses. By these " dragonades," as they were termed, 
the people were driven to despair. Numbers were loaded 
with chains, imprisoned in dungeons, broken on the wheel, 
or condemned to the gibbet. Although emigration was for- 
bidden under severe penalties, the roads leading from France 
streamed with fugitives, escaping in every conceivable dis- 

qnet (former mlnlBter of finance), believed otherwise, and he was hnried by night, 
to save his remains from the ftiry of the mob. 

* To obtain sufficient room for the groonds to this palace, an area of sixty miles in 
circumference was graded. Water was supplied by pipes trom the Seine, and later 
the river Enre was turned from its bed, and brought hither, a distance of thirty 
leagues. While the wretched peasants were groaning in misery and nearly starving 
in their cheerless cots, Louis expended upon this useless estate over 400,000,000 
francs. To this day it is the wonder of the traveler. The long, shaded ayenues are 
lined with gracefhl statuary, and beautifhl grottos and fountains (hmish a constant 
surprise. The side of the palace which fronts the gardens is over a quarter of a mile 
in length. The interior is grand beyond description, and its picture-galleries contain 
miles of valuable works of art. 

t Louis's private life had been shamelessly immoral, and his example had told 
grievously on the whole nation. Even the language was affected, and the very term 
which had hitherto implied virtuous integrity {honnite homme) came to mean nothing 
better than an unpolished, unsuspicious fool. It has been said of him that ^* his 
long reign may be divided into three periods, corresponding with the characteristica 
of the three women who successively possessed all the love he could spare from him- 
self. He was gentle, humane, and domestic with Mademoiselle La Yallidre ; arrogant, 
heartless, and warlike with Madame de Montespan ; selfish, bigoted, and cruel with 
Madame de Maintenon." The last was a woman of fine talents and engaging manners, 
but cold and ambitious. On the death of the queen, in 1688, Louis privately married her. 
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guise. Before the close of the century 200,000 at least had 
left, many of whom were skilled artisans, carrying with them 
the industries and arts hitherto known only to France. Large 
numbers enlisted in foreign armies, and in the next war 
Louis had to meet on every field brave soldiers whom he had 
driven into the ranks of the enemy. More than all else, it 
enabled Louis's bitter enemy, the vigilant William Prince of 
Orange, now king of England,* to organize a coalition — ^the 
famous League of Augsburg (1686) — to resist the ambition 
of the French king. 

TVar of tlie Second Coalition f (1688-97).— Louis, 
anxious to strike the first blow, sent an army of 80,000 men, 
under the Dauphin, into Germany. Mayence, Heidelberg, 
Treves, Spires, and many other places were taken. Unable 
to hold his conquests, Louis, at the instigation of Louvois, 
gave orders to devastate again the Palatinate (1689). Forty 
cities and many villages were destroyed. Houses were blown 
up ; vineyards and orchards cut down. Even the cemeteries 
were profaned, and the ashes of the dead scattered to the 
wind. One hundred thousand homeless peasants wandered 
to and fro, calling for vengeance. A cry of execration went 
up from the civilized world. England, Holland, Germany, 
Spain, Sweden, the Electors of Bavaria and Saxony, and the 
Count Palatinate, joined the "Grand Alliance" against Louis. 
The allies took the field, drove the French from the line of 
the Sambre, and recaptured the Palatinate. Luxemburg was 
now sent into Holland. This illustrious successor of Conde 
and Turenne conquered the allies at Fleurus (1690), cap- 
tured the strong fortresses of Mons and Namur, in spite of 
King William's exertions to save them, and defeated him at 

* James II., the dethroned king of England, was Lonls^s ally, and came to France, 
where his canse was espoused against William with knightly courtesy. 

t This war in America, between the English and the French, is known as King 
William's War. {See Brief Hist. U. A, p. T7.) 
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the great battles of Steinkirk* (1692), and Neenvinden 
(1693). Besides these noted victories, the French, under 
Catinat (ca-te-na), had beaten the forces of the Duke of 
Savoy in Piedmont ; and on sea the gallant Tourville had 
retrieved the disaster of La Hogue. 

Misfortunes. — Meanwhile, however. Prince Eugene,f 
coming to the aid of the Duke of Savoy, had not only driven 
the French across the Alps, but had invaded Provence, and 

taken revenge for the devas- 
tation of the Palatinate. The 
Dutch had captured Pondi- 
cherry, a colony founded in 
Hindoostan by Colbert, and 
ruined French commerce in 
the Indies. The English had destroyed their plantations in 
St Domingo, had bombarded Havre, Calais, and Dunkirk, and 
laid Dieppe in ashes. William's stubborn resistance in Hol- 
land prevented any marked advantage from the victories of 
Luxemburg. And now this great commander J was no more. 
Villeroi (vel-rwa), his successor, unable to check William, 

* Luxemburg was here taken by surprise. To gain time, the Dnke of Orleans- 
then a lad of fifteen— charged at the head of the king^s household. Tonng princes of 
the blood, grandsons of the great Cond€ and of Henry IV., and the highest nobles of 
the court, desperately held the ground till Luxemburg could establish his lines. The 
people, carried away by enthusiasm for these gallant youths, poured flowers and 
crowns upon them as they returned to Paris. The road was lined with congrata- 
Inting and shouting crowds. The young nobles, hurrying into batUe, had hastily 
thrown on the &shionable lace cravats upon whose arrangement they were wont to 
bestow much pains. Henceforth the ^'' negligee'''^ style was universal. Oraamentv 
were manufhctured upon this model, so that not only Steinkirk cravats, but Stein* 
kirk watch-chains, seals, necklaces, and bracelets were the popular rage. 

+ This prince belonged, through his father, to the house of Savoy ; his mother was 
a niece of Mazarin. Louis had a personal dislike for him, and refhsed him either a 
regiment or nn abbey, saying: " Eugene is too girl-like for a soldier, and too gallant 
for a churchman.** Eugene quitted France, but, fhll of indignation, silently vowed to 
return. 

X Luxemburg was styled the upholsterer of Notre Dame, iVom the number of cap- 
tured flasrs he sent to be hung as trophies In that cathedral. "Would to God,** said 
he, on his death-bed, "that I could offer Him, instead of so many useless laurels, the 
merit of a cup of water given to the poor in His name.** 
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allowed him to retake Namur. It was the first of Lotus's 
conquests taken from him by force. Louvois, like Colbert, 
had died in disgrace, and no one had been found to fill his 
place. France was worn out by its nine years struggle.* 

Peace of Ryswick (1697). — ^Louis was forced to propose 
peace ; to acknowledge William king of England ; to give up 
nearly all his new conquests, and level the frontier fortifica- 
tions on which he had spent so much. The seventeenth 
century closed in quiet. 

The Spanish Saccession. — Another reason influenced 
Louis in making the treaty of Syswick. The feeble Charles 
II., king of Spain, was evidently near his end, and his rich 
inheritance was a matter of fierce contention. There were 
two heirs : Philip, Duke of Anjou, second son of the Dauphin^ 
and the Archduke Charles, son of the emperor. Louis, having 
persuaded Charles IL to make a will leaving his possessions 
to Anjou, accepted the inheritance in behalf of his grand- 
son, and sent him to claim his throne. Europe, however, 
was so disinclined to a new struggle that it might have been 
arrested had not Louis provoked it, (1) by giving Philip let- 
ters preserving his rights to the crown of France ; (2) by 
sending troops (1701) to occupy the frontier fortresses of the 
Netherlands, then held by the Dutch ; and (3) by recognizing 
the Pretender, son of the deposed James II., as the lawful 
king of England. The Third Coalition was promptly formed 
to check the power of France. It comprised England, the 
Empire, Holland, Prussia, and the Elector Palatine. 

* The general distress and misery which marked the close of the seventeenth cen- 
tury surpassed all modem record. '' The people were perishinfi^ to the sound of 
Te Deums.*'' Even the Bordeaux vine-dressers— the hest-paid laborers in France^ 
could earn only eight cents a day I '^ Their usual food was rye and water, and only 
on very rare occasions could they buy some refhse from the butcher^s shop/^ Most 
distressed of all were the fiimilies on the frontier, who, though never affording such 
a luxury as meat on their own table, were yet obliged to ftimish three meals of meat 
each day to the troopers which were billeted upon them. 
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TVar of tlie Spanish Succession* (1701-13).— Lonis 
was now opposed by the greatest generals he had yet met 
in the field — Marlborough and Eugene. They sent his best 
annies flying from Blenheim (1704), Ramillies \ (1707), Oude- 
narde (1708), and MalplaquetX (1709). Eugene overwhelmed 
the French in Italy, and approached the bordera of France. 
Gibraltar was wrested from Spain and attached to England. 
The French fleet was burned at Vigo. Louis's conquests 
were gone, and he fought no longer for glory, but only for 
existence. The utmost exertions of Marshals Villars, Bouf- 
flers, and Vend6me threw only occasional gleams of success 
upon his arms. The resources of the country were dried up, 
and every means of raising money was exhausted. The ter- 
rible winter of 1709 § completed the general misery. The 
king and his nobles sent their plate to the mini The most 
illustrious families in Versailles lived on oaten bread, Madame 
de Maintenon setting the example. In the provinces the 
people were dying of hunger. Insurrections broke out, and 
the payment of taxes was refused. Louis humbled him- 
self afresh and asked for peace. The allies, as the first 
condition, insisted that he should drive his grandson out of 
Spain, "ff I must make war," he replied, "I had rather 
fight my enemies than my children." As if in response to 
this generous determination, more hopeful news arrived. 
Vend6me, by two brilliant victories,|| overthrew the forces 

* This Is known in American as Queen Anne^s War. (See Barnes's Britf BM, 
U. 3., p. 79.) 

t When Villars, the French marshal, appeared at conrt after this defeat, Lonis only 
remarked to him: " One is not fortnnate at oar age." 

t The French had Just received their rations of bread, bni, half-starving as they 
were, they threw it aside when the signal for battle was given. 

% The cold was so severe that even the impetaous waters of the Bhone were cor- 
ered with ice, and the olive froze in the gronnd. Whole families of peasants perished 
in their wretched hovels. Labor and commerce were almost suspended ; aD kinds 
of provisions rose to ikmine prices, and the distress of the poor was beyond descrip- 
tion. 

I After one of these battles Philip, exhausted with &tigae, sought to sleep. " Sire,* 
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of Charles, and reseated Philip on the throne. The em- 
peror's death left Charles III. heir to the throne of Austria. 
England was as unwilling that Spain should be joined to 
Austria as to Prance. A change of ministry at home threw 
Marlborough into disgrace, and that dreaded general was 
recalled. 

Treaty of Utrecht (1713). — ^A treaty was now negotiated 
by England, but the other powers refused to sign it. Prince 
Eugene, with a superior force, continued the war. Paris 
itself was threatened with a siege. The king was in despair. 
Domestic bereavements pressed heavily upon him. His son, 
two grandsons, and one of his great-grandsons, had all died 
within the space of a year, and only a sickly infant,* the 
Duke of Anjou, remained to claini the royal succession. 
Louis, now seventy-four years of age, had resolved to place 
himself at the head of his nobles, and die with them in a 
last effort, when Villars, by his brilliant victories in Flan- 
ders and upon the Ehine, saved the country, and secured the 
long-wished-for peace. It was, however, little honorable to 
France. Gibraltar, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and Hud- 
son's Bay were given up to England, and Anne was ac- 
knowledged as queen. Holland received a line of fortresses 
in the Pays Bas, to protect her in future against French 
aggression. Philip was recognized as king of Spain, on con- 
dition that the French and Spanish crowns should not be 
united. Louis seemed to have gained his end ; his grandson 
was on the throne of Spain ; but France was impoverished. 

Death of Louis. — The last days of Louis XIV. were as 
sombre as his first had been brilliant. In spite of disaster, 

Bald VendOme to him, spreading beneath a tree the colors taken from the enemy, 
"I will prepare you the most noble bed that ever king reposed upon." 

• This was of great importance, however, in influencing the allies to make peace, 
since if this feeble child should die before the treaty was ratified, Philip of Spain, 
being next heir to the French throne, would after all unite both crowns. 
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however, he continued to dazzle the eyes of his people with a 
splendor that only gilded the national ruin. Yet he had few 
friends. The atmosphere about his dying bed was only that 
of the coldest indifference. Even Madame de Maintenon left 
him, and her desertion, it is said, affected him more than his 
bodily sufferings. Exhorting his great-grandson, the little 
heir of five years, to shun his errors, to cultivate peace, avoid 
extravagance, and study the welfare of the people, Louis XIV. 
closed his long reign of seventy-two years (1715). 



LOUIS XV. 

1715 to 1774=59 Years. 

Regency. — Here, again, was a child-king. Philip, Duke 
of Orleans, nephew of Louis XIV., and nearest prince of the 
blood, was appointed regent by the Parliament of Paris. 
Agreeable and easy in his address, well versed in languages 
and science, he was devoted only to pleasure, and his orgies 
at the Palais Royal were the scandal even of that dissolute 
age. His prime-minister was Dubois, a false, base man, who 
pandered to his vices. The regent's early measures were 
humane. He recalled many who had been proscribed for 
their religious opinions, and opened the door of the Bastille 
to prisoners whose offences were unknown.* 

* Ever gince the reign of Lonis XI., it had been the custom of kings qnietly to put 
away obnoxious perBons. In everything connected with these prisoners the utmost 
secrecy was observed. They were seized at dead of night, fictitious names given to 
them, and all traces of their fate obliterated. Every one has heard of the " ICan in 
the Iron Mask," who figured In the time of Louis XIY. His majestic bearing, the 
deference with which tiis jailers served him, and, above all, the strange mask— of 
velvet, not of iron— which never left his face asleep or awake--all these have been 
the theme for romances ever since Voltaire first gave the fact to the world, fifty years 
after man and mask were buried . (See SQcle de Louis XIV. , Chap . XXV . ) Who he 
was has long been the stady of the curious, though most historians now believe him 
to have been only a foreign embassador, who had been false to Louis. 
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The Pablic Debt was now equal to 5,000,000,000 francs, 
the revenues for three years were consumed in advance, and 
the government had no credit. The great question, there- 
fore, was a financial one. A chamber of justice was appoint- 
ed for the examination of accounta. Government contracts 
were destroyed; rents 
and pensions were re- 
duced ; offices were 
suppressed, and the 
currency was recoin- 
ed.* These, however, 
were temporary expe- 
dients, and only ag- 
gravated the coming 
eviL Meanwhile Philip 
of Spain conspired 
against the regent, 
and hoped, in case of 

the death of the young king, to succeed to the French 
throne, in spite of bis renunciation. 

The Quadruple Alliance (1718) of France, England, 
Holland, and the empire, was formed to check this scheme. 
Orleans had now leagued himself with the ancient enemies 
of France. To complete the contrast to the policy of Louis 

* By Uila recolnage tlie carreacj w»e depreciated on^flftb ; Ihoae who took a 
thDD^and pieces of gold or sUver to Uie mlDt received an amoant of coin of the Hiine 
nomlnai ralne, bnt 011I7 fonr-flflhs the weight of metal. The ctiainber of joBtice, 
which at Urst exposed the trtaii» of the ninncrs-genersl nod loan -cod tnctora. hodd 
1>ec«nie ■ cliamtiep of tyranny. Tbe most atroclonn means, Inclndtng torture, were 
□Bed to ohIBiD conTictions. Besearches were carried back twenty-seyen years, and 
a person needed only to he ricli lo inntc flprnnecntion. Servants were permitted to 
testily sgBlnst their masferB, and one-tenth of all concealed efTeclB belonging to the 
smaty vas promised to the infbrmer. The BaBtiile soon overflowed with prisoners. 
Some were poDished nllli death j many com milted suicide. CoDrtiers hnrgalned for 
their inHnence In remitting dnee. and »o camo in for the chief share Id the spoilx. 
"The conn of France." says BonnechOBe, "was no longer anything but the scan- 
daknu market of ■ kingdom gtveD over to pillage." 
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XIV., he sent the Duke of Berwick — son of James II. — ^into 
Spain with a French army, acting in concert with an English 
squadron, to overthrow Philip V., for whose enthronement 
French soldiers had so stoutly fought, and who bore upon 
his banner the lilies of France. This war, which confirmed 
the power of Austria in Italy, estabhshed the naval supremacy 
of England, and weakened a Bourbon house, the only natural 
ally of France, and multipUed the distresses of the kingdom. 
After considerable losses, Philip of Spain made peace, Sicily 
was given to the empire, and the regent agreed to demolish 
the important fortifications of Dunkirk. 

The Misfdssippi Scheme. — The regent was now led to 
embrace the plan of Law, a shrewd Scotch ad\ enturer and 
gambler, who proposed to establish a royal bank, to issue 
paper money based on the revenues of the government, and 
with the profits to pay oflF the public debt. Dazzled by the 
rapid success of this scheme. Law afterward organized the 
West India Company, to colonize and trade in Louisiana. 
(See Brief Hist, U. 8., p. 202.) The public were stimu- 
lated by marvellous stories of gold and silver to be found 
on the banks of the Mississippi. New privileges were 
granted to the company. All classes began to speculate in 
the stock. The shares rose in value, often hour by hour, so 
that they reached thirty or forty times their cost. Law's 
house was besieged by those who were eager to purchase. 
Enormous fortunes were made. The regent, sharing in the 
universal intoxication, would see nothing but greater success 
in greater ventures, and paper money was issued to the 
amount of nearly 2,000,000,000 francs, or several times the 
coin of the realm. Soon the inevitable reaction drew near. 
The ships laden with gold never came to harbor. Public 
confidence became shaken, and a run was made on the bank. 
The regent now issued the most arbitrary laws. No one was to 
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have in his possession over five hundred francs cash. Pay- 
ments in specie of over one hundred francs were forbidden. 
Finally a regulation was made to let the shares down, step 
by step, to their par value ; but as panics cannot be regu- 
lated by law, the shares tumbled to nothing. The bubble 
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burst ; fortunes disappeared ; Law fled as a fugitive, and his 
famous scheme was at an end. The public debt was not 
paid but increased ; while society was imbued with a spirit 
of gambling and intrigue, and a restlessness fruitful of peril. 

Ministry of Bourbon (1723-6). — Louis, now thirteen 
years old, being declared of age, Orleans retired from the 
regency. He followed Dubois in the prime ministry, but 
both died within the year from the eflfects of their debauch- 
eries. The Duke of Bourbon, who had all the depravity of 
Orleans with none of his talents, now succeeded to the office. 
The choice of a wife for the boy-king was the chief event of 
his ministry. The little Spanish princess, who was being 
educated at Paris as future queen, was sent back to Madrid 
without even the courtesy of a polite excuse, and Marie 
Leczinskl, daughter of Stanislaus, ex-king of Poland, was 
selected as the royal bride. Enraged at this gross insult,. 
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Philip V. made i^ends witb Charles VI. of Austria against 
France and England, who, in turn, allied tbetnselves with 
Prnssia. Everything foreboded another European war, For- 
tUQStelj the wretched adminiGtratiou of Bourbon and his 
creatures caused his dismissal, and Cardinal Flenry, the 
king's preceptor and adviser, wa« made miuiBter of state. 

Ministry of Fleury 
(1726). — For seventeeu 
years this mmple, quiet, 
conscientious priest 
sought to preserve peace, 
that France might re- 
pair her enormous losses 
and enrich herself bj 
commerce. The taxes 
were reduced; the reve- 
nues augmented, and 
credit was re-established. 
In spite of all his exer- 
tions, however, he was 
tAKDiKAL FLBUBv. drBggcd iuto threo wars, 

which his habits of economy rendered him incapable of 
conducting with energy. 

The War for the Snccession of Poland (1733-5) had 
for its object the restoration of tlie Polish crown to Stanis- 
laus. On the death of Augustus, whom Rus^a had placed 
on the throne of Poland, Stanislaus received the votes of 
60,000 Poles, and was proclaimed king, Kussia, Austria, and 
Denmark opposed his election to the throne. Fleury could 
but defend his king's father-in-law, but, with culpable par- 
simony, sent only 1,500 men to his assistance. The Bussian 
army marched on Warsaw. The French were captured. 
Stanislaus fled. His rival, Angustns III., was crowned at 
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Cracow. The courts of Paris, Madrid, and Turin now com- 
bined against that of Vienna, and the wars of Louis XIV. 
were resumed on the same old ground. The veteran Villars 
reappeared on the field of battle in Italy, while, the Duke of 
Berwick * was opposed to Prince Eugene on the Ehine. The 
French carried all before them. The Spanish army, at the 
same time, invaded South Italy, and Don Carios, son of 
Philip V. of Spain, became king of the two Sicilies. His 
position was confirmed by the treaty of Vienna (1738), and 
thus an additional crown was secured to the Bourbon house. 
Stanislaus, in lieu of Poland, received the Duchy of Lorraine, 
which, on his death, was to revert to Louis XV. ; and the 
joint powers agreed to the Pragmatic Sanction, as it was 
termed, which secured the succession of the empire to Maria 
Theresa^ daughter of Charles VI. 

War for the Succession of Austriaf (1741-8). — Two 
years elapsed. The emperor died, and Maria Theresa as- 
cended the throne. Despite their solemn guarantee, all the 
great powers, except England, united to rob her of her inher- 
itance. Frederick, king of Prussia, overran Silesia. J The 
Elector of Saxony invaded Bohemia. France supported the 
claim of the Elector of Bavaria to the imperial crown, and a 
French and Bavarian army pushed within a few leagues of 
Vienna. Fleeing to the Diet of Hungary, the queen com- 
mended to them her infant son. The brave Magyar nobles, 
drawing their sabres, shouted : " We will die for our king, 

• At the siege of Phlllpsburg, Berwick was kiUed by a cannon-ball. On hearing of 
his death, Villars remarked : *' That man was always Incky ; " and Eugene, with the 
same soldierly spirit, exclaimed: "For the first time in my life I am jealous." 
Within a week afterward Villars died at Tnrin, in the same room where he was bom 
eighty-five years before. 

t The reflex of this struggle was felt in America, and is knows as King George^s 
War. (See Bri^ Hist. U, 8., p. 80.) 

X The magnificent strategy by which Frederick the Great resisted Europe in arms, 
and established the prestisre of Prussia, is best shown in connection with the History 
pf Qerman^, and is POt attempted in the description of this pr t}ie l^^vep Tears War, 
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Maria Theresa." A powerfnl anny was formed in her de- 
fence. Sardinia declared for the queen. Frederick treated 
with her for Silesia The French, left single-handed to bear 
the brunt of- the battle, were blockaded in Prague, and at 
last, by disaatrous flight, only 12,000 cat of 60,000 escaped to 
the frontier. King George IL had 
now taken the field with the English 
and Hanoverian troops, and the same 
year (1743) defeated the French, 
under Marsha] de Noailles, at Det- 
Ungen. 

Victories of Marshal Saxe. 
— In 1744 Louis placed himself at 
the head Of his army.* Under him 
was Maurice of Saxony, known in 
history as Mandial Saxe. This fa- 
mous general restored the honor of 
the French arms by the brilliant 
MAKaHAL SAXB. vlctories of .foK^eMoy f (1745), ^w- 

• liOniB was token vlolentlj ill at Meu at ttta cIdm of thli camp*l|ni. To the gnr- 
prise of all he rtcoTered. The people, »bo hid beeD touched by the etorj of hi« 
repentsDCe. were uvei]o;ed, and gave him the name at Well-Beloved. The coU- 
bearted king, who had already detenuiaed to dlpgiace (he good bishop bf wbou 
enticatleB he tisd renonnced his pet eloa at the gate o1 death, wai astonlahsd at the 
derotlon of hie subjects, and exclaimed: " What hare I done that the; should loia 
me BO much T " 

1 The coanesles ezcbang«d beltteen the oppodng generals In Ods contest are 
memoroble. Arrived at fld; paces from our line, tajt Donir, the BngUeh officers 
removed their caps in salnte to as. Onr otBccrs of the guard returned the complU 
ment. Hilord Raj cried : "Gentlemen of the French Guard. 11 Is totjaa to begin— 
flr« t " The Count d'Ant«roche responded In a lond voice ; " Gentlemen, we uCTer 
lire Ursl ; It Is for jion to iKgln." The neitt response wae from the English In a 
rolling Are, Ihnl bronght down twentj-ihree ofllcem and three hundred and eighty 
soldlerf.— Carlyle rather discredits the " canrte»y " on this occasion, and says it wait 
brasgadoclo and •'chafflne-"— On bis retum to Farts, after thla campaign, Loola was 
hailed nith great enthusiasm as a conqaeror. He seems to have been as ready as 
Louis XIV. lo appropriate tohlmself the success of bis geuerals. as one can but feel, 
irben stand Ing by the magulHcent tomb of Marshal Saxe, in the church of St. Thomas, 
fltrasboure, whereon we read, after the lanstrlous titles of this traly great general: 
" Lonls XV, the author nnd witness of bis victories, cansed thjs i 
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c(mx (1746), and Lawfelt (1747). Nearly all the Austrian 
Netherlands lay at the feet of the conqueror. 
- Treaty of Aiz-la-Chapelle (1748).— Meanwhile the ob- 
ject for which France commenced the war had been decided. 
On the death of the Elector of Bavaria (1745), his son submit- 
ted to Maria Theresa, and her husband Francis was elected 
emperor. Since then France had fought only to secure an 
honorable peace. The capture of the fortress of Maestrecht 
was followed by a suspension of hostilities. It was expected 
that; after the signal successes of Marshal Saxe, Louis would 
demand an accession of territory ; but he declared that he 
treated like a prince, not like a merchant By the peace of 
Aix-la-Chapelle, France restored all her conquests, and did 
not retain a foot of land to show for seven years of unjust 
and exhausting war. The debt was increased, and the navy 
was almost annihilated. 

Royal Favorites. — After the death of Cardinal Fleury 
(1743), Louis, aflfecting the example of Louis XI V., appointed 
no prime minister. The real ruler of public affairs, however, 
was the king's favorite. For twenty years Madame de Pom- 
padour, a woman of low birth but great accomplishments, 
was the most powerful person in France. Generals, minis- 
ters, and ambassadors transacted business in her boudoir. 
The entire patronage of the government was in her hands. 
Even the generals of the army were selected from her court- 
iers, and to win her fisivor was a surer passport to promotion 
than to gain a battle. She was succeeded after her death by 
the Countess du Barri, who was still more infamous and 
lavish of the public money. Eecent investigations show that 
$100,000,000 of the national debt was incurred for expenses 
too ignominious to bear the light. 

The Seven Tears War. — The boundaries between the 
French and English possessions in North America being 
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ears, and plunged deeper into revelry. Louis foresaw the 
storm, but contented himself that "things would last his 
day;*' and Madame Pompadour shouted with him: "After 
us the deluge." He joined with the Abb6 Terray,* controller 
of the finances, in a shameful speculation, called a " treaty 
of famine." To all complaints the answer was : " The king 
is master," and the dungeons of the Bastille silenced those 
who were troublesome. 

Death of Lotiis. — In the midst of accumulating abuses 
and perils, Louis, tired even of his pleasures, disgusted witti 
everything, and despised by all, died of malignant small-pox. 
Like Louis XIV., domestic losses had left him almost alone. 
His queen, eldest son, and two grandsons, were dead. 

Condition of Society. — The people were overwhelmed with taxes, 
while the nobilitj and clergy, who owned two-thirds of all the land 
in the country, were nearly exempt. The taxes were " farmed out," 
that is, leased for a certain sum to persons who retained all they could 
collect over the specified amount. The unhappy tax-payers were treated 
with relentless severity, in order to swell the profits of these farmers- 
general. The OabeUe was rigidly enforced, each family being com- 
pelled to buy four times per year a certain amount of salt, whether 
needed or not. The peasants were obliged to labor on roads, bridges, 
or other public works, without pay. In some districts every farmer 
had been ruined by these carvees, as they were called. Large tracts of 
land, or eapitaineries, regardless of private rights, were declared game- 
preserves, wherein wild boars and deer might roam at pleasure. The 
power given to the noble over the peasants living on his estate was 
absolute. Lest the young game might be disturbed or its flavor im- 
paired, the starving peasant could not weed his little plot of ground 
or suitably enrich it. He must grind his com at the lord's mill, bake 
his bread in the lord's oven, and press his grapes at the lord's wine- 
press, paying therefor whatever sum the lord might impose. To com- 
plete the picture of rural wretchedness, 150,000 serfs were bought and 
sold with the land on which they were bom. Even in the middle 

* He said the people were " ODly a sponge to be squeezed." By prohibiting ex- 
portation of grain in one province, he lowered the price, and then honght np the sor- 
plas and sold it in another province where he bad raised the price by promoting 
exportation tin there was a great scarcity. 
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dasses rights of basineG^ and profession were a matter of purchase. 
When the royal treasury needed replenishing, a restriction of trade 
was imposed, and licenses issued at a high price for even the com- 
monest callings. The strife between classes had awakened an intense 
hatred. The nobles not only placed their haughty feet on the necks of 
the peasants,* but spoke contemptuously of the bourgeoisie, the mer- 
chants, traders, artisans, etc., whom they called '• Ratuners" a word 
signifying a laborer. In turn the wealthy merchants hated and de- 
spised the spendthrift, dissolute, arrogant hangers-on at court, whose 
ill-gotten revenues were yet far below their own. — The corruption of 
court-life could but infect the lower classes. A general demoralization 
spread through France. A boastful skepticism prevailed, and all 
that 16 amiable in religion or elevating in morals was made a subject 
of ridicule. The writings of Rousseau and Voltaire, with their bril- 
liant and fascinating theories of liberty, weakened long-cherished truths 
and taught their readers to mock at Divine revelation. Other able but 
infidel writers contributed to the same end. The people, ignorant of 
the first principles of dvil and religious freedom, were intoxicated by 
these sparkling speculations. Meanwhile society drifted on, no one 
knew whither. 

LOUIS XVI. 

1774 to 1789 = 15 Years. 

Louis XVI. ^ at the death of bis grandfather,! was twenty 
years old. Unlike so many of his predecessors, he was good 
in heart and pure in life; but he was awkward in person, 
slouching in gait, shy in manner, squeaking in voice, slow in 
speech, weak in judgment, vacillating in purpose, and totally 
inexperienced in pubUc affairs. His queen, Marie Antoinette, 

* A cnrloas book, pnbliBhed in 1696, called The Titles by which all Sorts <tf PwfUA 
am QuaHfied^ says : ^* There remain the men and women who should not be given 
any title, either becaaee of their low birth or yalgar trades. These are coantry-men 
and women, or the lower sort of mechanics. They should be simply called by their 
surname, adding to the woman the article La, at ths same time making signs qf the 
head or hands expressive qf a species qf contempt.'^ 

t Louis and Marie Antoinette were in another part of the palace awaiting the 
news. Suddenly a sound, *^ terrible and absolutely like thunder,^* was heard. It 
was the crowd of courtiers rushing fhim the dead sovereign's ante-chamber to salute 
the new king and queen. Overpowered with emotion, by a si>ontaneous movement 
the young pair threw themselves upon their knees, and, with tears, exclaimed : *'' O 
God, guide na I Protect us 1 We are too young to govern/* 
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daughter of Maria Theresa, was a beautiful and innocent but 
thoughtless woman, who unfortunately added to the general 
hatred toward the House of AuBtria by her dislike of the 
ceremony and artificial manners of the French.* This youth- 
ful pair, whose real virtoea might in happier days have won 
the hearts of their subjects, were now confronted by the 
errors, follies, and crimes of a long line of kings. 

Louis's Ministers.— 

Maurepas was appointed 

prime minister, Males- 

herbes (mal-zerb) was 

placed at the head of 

the household, and Tur- 

■>, got (g*^) ^"s V^^ '^ charge 

^ of the finances. The king 

hoped to find in the first 

a sage whose years would 

make amends for his own 

'''"""^' youth ; he found only a 

superannuated, frivolous courtier. Maleaherbes was an upright 

lawyer, who seconded Turgot's views of reform. Turgot waa 

a man of pre-eminent abilities, who sought to make all classes 

bear equally the burdens of state. He proposed the abolition of 

the corvSe, the gahelle, the duties on the grain trade between 

• Coming IVom the e»5B and freedom of her mother's conrt. the eicenslTB eltqnette 
of Vereaillea was almoM InSDlTeoible to ber, " She warn not allowed to pnt on a 
alni^le article of attire wlUi faarown handp. or withoat the mierventlon oramrleeor 
honorary servants, esoh of whom bad a dlatlnct duly. In dresBing, one woold take 
np a garment and hand It lo another, who wonid pnt it on the qneen, Oiie wonld 
pour water on her hands ; another wonld hoW the towel wherewllh to dry them. 
Onehadiherlsrtit topaton thepeiiiciwt; another fho gown. Gloves, ah nwls. head. 
dresBBs.werealltnhJettloflied nle«. Sitting, walklne, *inndlng. rliilne, all had their 
tecnilallons; and Tl«llln)> and receiving v!»)ta. even so much aa apeaklne to anyone, 
were maltar* of hirt concern. Ai tnhle. dishes were presented as If lo a divinity— 
the utteiidanlB hnmhlj kneeling on a toot-stool."— All these ceremonies were deemed 
Tttal by the cwirtlere, (o whom a breach of etiquette waa a ftr greater sin than ( 
breach of murata. 
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the different proviuces, and various other usages which bore 
heavily on the people. He met with opposition on every 
hand. Those who lost privileges were loud in complaints. 
The clergy and nobility refused to give up their ancient 
rights. The courtiers were furious at his plans of retrench- 
ment. Louis lacked energy to support him against the cabals 
of nobles, clergy, and couri;, and at last grew weary of the 
great designs which he could not comprehend. Turgot was 
dismissed. With him perished aU hope of reform. Males- 
herbes had already retired. 

Necker^ a Swiss banker, succeeded to the post. His in- 
tegrity and brilliant reputation enabled him easily to nego- 
tiate loans. That he might the more consistently reduce the 
salaries of others, he accepted none himself. He accomplished 
many small reforms, and abolished over six hundred super- 
fluous offices, but failed to strike at the root of the evils 
which afflicted France. An official report of the state of the 
finances, which he made public, was the first instance of the 
kind, and produced a profound sensation. It especially 
offended the privileged classes, as it showed the glaring 
exceptions in their favor. Not long after Necker, conscious 
of growing unpopularity, resigned. 

War of America (1778-1783).— This was the era of our 
War of Independence. Benjamin Franklin, Arthur Lee, and 
Silas Deane had just arrived in Paris, to solicit aid for the 
new republic. Their presence aroused great enthusiasm.* The 
nation was eager to repair the disgrace of the last war, to 

• "Franklin appeared at court in the costume of an American former; hie long, 
nnpowdered hair, round hat, and drah coat, contrasted oddly with the embroidered 
and bespangled dresses, the fbll-blown and perftimed perukes, of the Yersailles 
courtiers. This novelty charmed the dizzy heads of all the French women. Elegant 
fites were given in honor of tiie great philosopher and apostle of liberty. At one of 
these the most beantiftil of three hundred women aflSxed on the gray hairs of the 
American philosopher a crown of laurel, and saluted his cheeks with a kiss.*'-' 
HADAjns Cavpax. 
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hnmble England, and regain French naTnl superiority. In 
the free and equal government across the ocean the philos- 
ophers e&w their ideal La Fayette renounced the pleaaores 
of his dehghtful home, equipped a vessel, and gave himself to 
the cause of freedom. Louis and hia ministers would gladly 
have avoided a conflict vith England, but popular sympathy 
drove them on to form a treaty with the United States. Li 
1778 a squadron, under 
GouDt d'Estaing, ap- 
peared off the coast of 
Rhode Island. The nest 
year, reinforced by a 
Spanish fleet, under 
Count de Grasse, D'Es- 
MEDAL '^'""'^"™^"*j^™^^^^' °' "*■■'=' taing captured several of 
the West India lalands, 
and afterward joined General Lincoln in the attack upon 
Savannah. Connt de Qrasse, with a land force nnder Count 
liochambeau, subsequently aided in the capture of the Eng- 
lish army at Torktown (1781). This victory decided the 
American war. 

Treaty of VeisailleB (1783).— A change of ministry 
having made the English governoLent desirous of peace, the 
war closed advantageously for France. The independence 
of the United States was acknowledged. France received 
considerable colonial possessions in Africa and the Indies, 
while the article in the treaty of Utrecht concerning Dun- 
kirk was rescinded. This was the last triumph of the old 
monarchy. 

Growing DUBcnlties of the GoTemment — The dis- 
tress of the people was constantly increasing, and the state 
of the finances becoming more desperate. Louis had turned 
from Neeker to Fleury, from Fleury to lyOrmeafion, but 
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found no solace in either. At length Calonne was hit upon, 
who appeared to the court like an angel of deliverance. As 
Necker had preached economy, he taught extravagance. He 
borrowed on all sides, and gave to every one who asked. 
Credit, however, soon failed, and the pleasing dream was 
over. The spendthrift minister had only hastened the inevi- 
table crisis. The conviction was now fast gaining ground that 
the only hope lay in a change of government. Democratic 
doctrines had been fostered by the American war, and the 
successful establishment of a republic across the Atlantic* 
The Palais Eoyal and the salons of Paris swarmed with 
brilliant men and women, who discussed political abuses and 
their remedies, with dangerous fluency. 

Feebleness of the BZing. — Meanwhile Louis was with- 
drawn from the national life like the fainiant kings of old. 
One day he said to Turgot, on entering his cabinet : " See, I 
am working, too!" He was preparing a pamphlet on the 
destruction of rabbits in the neighboring fields. He amused 
himself at the locksmith's trade and in drawing geographical 
maps, and passed entire days in hunting.f The queen, young, 
beautiful, and ambitious, had great power over him, but her 
favorite courtiers brought only disaster, while her childish 
follies awakened contempt. J Such was the occupation of the 

* The government seemed strangely insensible to the progress and power of public 
opinion. For example, when aid was sent to our republic, commissions were refbsed 
to all who could not prove a noble descent for at least one hundred years. 

t It is a significant fhct that his retainers were accustomed to say on days when 
his hounds and horses were at home: *'His mi^esty will not do anything to-day." 
In his diary, now preserved in the national archives at Paris, one sees long OQlnmns 
of dates, opposite each of which is the simple word *' iN«n," varied only with *' The 
king went to hunt," or '' The king attended church." When Joseph n. (1777) came 
to France, where he studied its arts and indastrles, he learned with astonishment 
that his brother-in-law, so ftr fh>m visiting the cities of the provinces, had not even 
seen the Invalides or the military school at Paris. 

X To this period belongs the mysterious aflhir of the diamond necklace ; the parties 
most interested in which were the Cardinal de Bohan, grand almoner to the king, a 
certain Madame de la Motte, and the queen. A magniflcent diamond necklace, valued 
at 1,600,000 francp, bad been ibows to Xarto Antoinette, who ezoeedtngflj ftflmlred 
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Ghwid Monarque to the height of his glory. " The Age of Louis XTV." 
gives tone and character to all Europe. In time of peace Louis takes 
Strasbourg. The Edict of Nantes is revoked, and the dragonnades 
drive out of France thousands of her most skilful artisans. The League 
of Augsburg is formed against France. Louis supports the claim of 
James U. to England. Luxemburg wins the battles of Fleurus, 
Steinkirk, and Neerwinden. The Palatinate is again devastated. 
Louis loses his great officers ; his fleet is defeated off La Hogue, and 
he submits to the treaty of Ryswick. The war of the Spanish suc- 
cession comes on, and the Third Coalition is formed against Louis. 
His fortunes forsake him. Boufflers, Villars, and Villeroi are beaten 
by Marlborough and Prince Eugene at Blenheim, Ramillies, Oude- 
narde, and Malplaquet. Smarting under these defeats, Louis gladly 
makes the treaty of Utrecht, and, deserted, lonely, humbled, closes his 
reign of seventy-two years. Philip, Duke of Orleans, becomes regent 
for the child-king, Louis XV. The Quadruple Alliance is formed. The 
Mississippi bubble bursts, and plunges the country in ruin. France 
engages in the war for the succession of Austria. Marshal Saxe gains 
the victories of Fontenoy, Raucoux, and Lawfelt. The peace of Aix- 
la-Chapelle gives a breathing spell to worn-out Europe. The Seven 
Years War begins, and spreads over both continents. All goes wrong 
with France. Beaten at Rosbach, Crevelt, and Minden, by the treaty 
of Paris she loses Canada, Nova Scotia, Florida, and nearly all her 
Indian possessions. The court, ruled by Pompadour and Du Barry, 
sinks to the last depths of glittering shame. Louis XVI. succeeds his 
grandfather, but the people despise the awkward though amiable king,, 
and hate his Austrian bride. France is sunk in debt. The common 
people, loaded with burdens, groan in misery. The clergy and the 
nobles, free from taxation, possess broad lands and abnndant privi- 
leges. The court blazes with festivity and luxury. The American 
Revolution sows ideas of liberty throughout the land. Infidel writings 
lead men to scorn all restraints. Turgot devises wise plans, but is not 
sustained. Necker holds the purse for a time, and is popular with the 
masses, but not with the court. All now await the States-General. 

Condition of Society. — The nobility were divided into two dis- 
tinctive classes — that of the court and that of the provinces. Tiie 
latter were poor, sometimes to the verge of suffering. The chateaux 
of their ancestors crumbled to ruin for lack of means to repair them ; 
their farms were without cattle, their fields neglected, their children 
uneducated, yet their pride of rank was such that they suffered and 
died rather than degrade themselves by honest labor. The court- 
nobility, meanwhile, revelled in luxury and splendor. The bourgeoisie 
had also its distinctions. The high bourgeois not unfrequently became 
fk noble by purchase of title or otherwise ; ^et the not>le of long descent 
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never admitted him to an eqnalitj with himself, and he still rested, 
onlj a titled bourgeois. In pride of manner and of living, the high or 
great bourgeoisie, which comprehended members of parliament, great 
financiers, etc., rivalled the nobilitj ; in riches it often excelled. It had 
as magnificent chateaux, as superb equipages, and as numerous ser- 
vants. The great dignitaries of parliament were more honored than the 
great seigneurs, and the financiers more coveted than princes. The mid- 
dle bourgeoisie included the old bourgeois families, municipal officers, 
magistrates, etc. The third and most numerous class, the small bour- 
geoisie, embraced wealthy farmers, merchants, etc. The People, like the 
nobility and the bourgeoisie, were self-divided. There were the people 
of Paris, of provincial cities, and of the country. Three other distinct 
classes there were among them — artisans, domestics, and cultivators. No 
tie of affinity existed between artisan and cultivator, but both equally 
hated the domestic, as a deserter attached to the service of the common 
enemy, and all hated the bourgeoisie far more than the real aristocracy. 
— 'Bj the time of Louis XIV. the original or feudal aristocracy, the 
descendants of the men who had been the king's peers rather than his 
subjects, had been extinguished. A second aristocracy had arisen among 
the survivors of the English and Italian wars. This embraced not only 
the proprietors of ancestral lands, but the Noblesse of the Roll, as they 
were called, being the great law officers and the ennobled bourgeoisie — 
the two latter not being considered identical in rank with the first. — 
Louis XIV. created a third aristocracy, founded on court-favor alone. 

Manners and Customs. — ^During the sixteenth century the pride of 
great houses lay in the splendor of their carpets, tapestry, and bed- 
hangings. Furniture was very plain and meagre ; a few chests, which 
also served for seats, some stools, two or three benches, and one or two 
arm-chairs for the heads of the family, sufficing for halls whose hang- 
ings were of the richest material The sons and daughters, whether 
single or married, sat on little stools in the presence of their parents, 
after having received permission. The walls of commoner houses were 
sometimes wainscoted in panels, sometimes covered with gilt leather. 
Hunting apparatus was a prominent decoration, and the dogs rested 
upon clean straw under the benches. Huge two-tined steel forks — a 
new and refined invention — were used at royal tables. The dandy of 
the time of Henry IV. wore bright satin doublets, stiff with embroidery 
and seed-pearls. His sleeves were slashed with silver tissue. From his 
costly neck-chain pended an immense medallion, set in diamonds. His 
velvet cap, adorned with jewelled clasp and white ostrich plume, was 
perched jauntily over his ear. Broad golden lace bordered his hose, and 
huge gilt spurs were attached to his white or amber leather boots. His 
heavily-ringed fingers glistened as they toyed with the scented snuff in 
^ eniuneled spuff-box^ The full-4r^s^ belle was often so weighte4 
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1)7 the gold, silver, end jewels which adorned her dreaa and person, aa 
to be unable to move or even to stand. Black velvet mdskB were worn 
Itj both seies, and were consideredindiBpensabletoalady's street toilet. 
The BtraetB conUiiued filthy, and were so narrow tliat a popular Bmuse- 
ment was to jump acroea them from roof to roof of the housea. These 
close, dirty passages so abounded with tliieves that it was dangerous 
to traverse them at night without arms and a large train of attendants. 
They were lighted at the comers by large 
vessels filled with pitch and other com- 
bustibles. Afterward lamps were adopted, 
which were snspended on chains stretched 
across the street. The extravagant reign 
ot Louis XIV, only increased the poverty 
and miseries of the common people. Mo- 
rality was at a low ebb. Cheating at cards 
was a coveted accomplishment among the 
higher classes, and young nobles invited 
highway robbers to their tables to amuse 
them by spic^ details of ciime. — The Cirand 
Monarque, never sated with the most ser- 
vile flattery, lived and was treated as a 
cHWTURy) ™ demi-god. He was mostpioud of his de- 
portment. " He walked with the tramp of 
dignity, rolling his eyes and turning out his toes, while the courtiers burst 
into loud applanso. The redheelsof hia shoes, four inches high, added 
much to his stature, but did not yet bring htm up to the standard ot 
ordinary men. In imitation of their royal master, all gentlemen tied 
themselves in at the waist, s*,uck oat their elbows, and walked with a 
strut. They also wore immense wigs, covered with flour, flowing over 
their shoulders, and silver-buckled shoes, that came nearly up to the 
ankle. A hat was impossible on the top of the enormous periwig, so 
they carried the three-cornered cockaded superfluity under their arms 
or in their hands. Rich velvet coats, with amazingly wide skirts, bro- 
caded waistcoats, half-way to the knee, satin small-clothes, and silk 
stockings, composed their apparel, wMch received its crowning adorn- 
ment in a gold-headed cane and diamond-hilted sword." — [White,] 
In 1699 the royal decree went forth against the high head-dresses 
which were in vogue, when, says St, Simon, " the pyramids fell in one 
day from the extremity of height to the extremity of flatness." In the 
time of Louis XVI. high head-dresses wnre revived, and the fashion- 
plates of the time reveal the mci.st absurd fancies, from the immense 
panache (panash) — looking like a large feather duster — to a full-rigged 
ship. In the eighteenth century patohi's again came in favor, and a fash- 
ionable lady always wore seven or eight bits of court-plaster, to represent 
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the aun, moon, stars, cometfl, eta., until, according to a critic of the 
time, a lady s face resembled all the signa of the zodiac. Each patch 
had a chajacteristic name. On the middle of the check it was the gal. 
lant ; upon the nose the impudent ; near the lips (Ae coquette, etc. — The 
damor in the close, pestiferous atreeta of Paris ia described by a writer 
of the eighteenth century as something fearfuL The dashing and 
danging of clocks and bells in convent and cathedral, joined with the 
Bcreechiug or croaking cries of the venders of herbs, fruits, salads, 
brooms, fagote, baked potatoes, rabbit-skins, prime vinegar, etc. etc., 
followed by the heUowsmenders, sciaaors-grioders, gatherers of broken 
glass, old iron, cast. off clothing, and acreamers of various crafts. There 
were no less than 20,000 water-cacrierB, whoso voices, sajH La Croix, 
" took the highest key in this in- 
fernal concert," The old houses, 
most of which had stood two or 
three centuries, tattered forward 
over the street, their dilapidation 
only relieved by the singing- 
birds and pots of flowers which 
graced the windows. Their in- 
teriors were squalid, with dark 
and infected courts, damp al- ']_"' 
leys, and narrow, steep stair- 
houses were built on the bridges 
acroHH the Seine. The gutters 
ran midway of the streets, and, 
when swollen by rains, one might 
see here and there small bridges 
on wheels, which some gatherer 

of farthings would run out over fbhbch fagot-vkndbm. 

the road for the benefit of the 

pedestrian who was willing to pay. Sometimes tlie treacherous planka 
gave out, when the stalwart bridge-owner would safely convey his 
lady customers acroaa on his back. No account was taken of those 
wounded, crushed, and trampled under-foot in the crowded highways. 
Every day, at the angle of certain narrow streets, one or two dead or 
wounded persona were found ; dead or wounded, they were carried 
alike to the Morgue. Persons drowned in the Seine were taken to the 
same place, no effort being made to resuscitate them. A silver medal 
reward was indeed offered by the city to whoever would save a drown- 
ing person, but there was no organization for that purpose till 1782, — 
Of country life we have a very pretty picture in 1770. Tlie author, 
speaking of his father's household, says ; " At supper the whole 
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family — ^twenty-two in number, including servants — sat down together. 
There was no rank except among the diildren, where the eldest took 
precedence. After supper my venerable father read a chapter from 
the Scriptures. In summer a short prayer followed, in which all 
joined. Then the children recited a lesson from the catechism, and 
silently retired, for, after evening prayer, laughter or loud talking 
were severely prohibited. In winter the children were allowed to sit 
up, while my father told historical tales. As comments and inquiries 
were allowed during their recital, it was the most delightful recreation 
we knew. The servants were also present, and during the next day 
the subject of the reading was always made the topic of conversa- 
tion." — [Vie de Mon P6re. Restif de la Bretonne.] In contrast to this 
we have the following from La Bruy^re (1688): "There are certain 
ferocious animals, male and female, spread over the country, black, 
livid, and sun-burnt ; they have an articulate voice, and, when they 
stand on their feet, they show a human face ; in fact, they are men 
and women. At night they retire into their dens, where they live on 
black bread, water, and roots ; they sow, labor, and gather entirely for 
other people, and have at least a right to enough of the bread they 
have sown to sustain their own lives." 
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1715-1774 Louis XV. The Regency of the Duke of Orleans. 

The Quadruple Alliance. Law and the Mis- 
sissippi Scheme. Cardinal Fleury. War for 
the Succession of Austria. Marshal Saxe. 
Battles of Dettingen, Fontenoy, Raucoux, and 
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Distinguished JVames of the /7th and fSth Centuries, 

Comeille (1606-1684), the fkther of French tragedy—the ''Cid" made his &me. 

f>esearies (1696-1660), an iliastrioas philosopher and mathematician. 

i^aseal (1638-1663), mathematician and philosopher, author of the celehrated 
Provincial Letters. On the mountain, caUed Pay de DOme, with the harometer, he 
proved that the air lias weight, and exploded the ancient theory of a vacuum. 

Moliere (1622-1093), comic author and orator ; ridiculed the follies and vices of 
his time unsparingly.* 

* The Hdtel de Ramboulllet was the centre of a literary coterie. Three ladies, 
mother, daughter, and granddaughter, here ruled in succession the most brilliant 
minds of the age. To Julie d^Augennes, the last and most fiimoas of the three, 
" every one burnt incense as to a divinity." The avowed object of this exclusive 
circle was to devtUgarize popular conversation. A mystical, enij^natical form of 
language grew into &vor, which was copied by other imitators and societies until 
their extravagance, first attacked by Desmarets in his comedy of *' Les Visionnalres " 
(1637), received a death-blow in Moliere's " Les Precienses Ridicules " (1659). 
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La Fontaine (1621-1695), poet and fitbnUst— the modem ^Bop. 
Madame de Sevign% a627-1606), filmed for her delightfiil letters to her dangfatec 
Saeine (1639-1699), rivalled, if he did not earpasB, the tragedies of Comeille. 
Finelon (1661-1715), a distinguished preacher and author— chief work, " Les Aven- 
tores de T616maque,'' a school-book of to-day. 

Sioilin (1661-1741), professor of rhetoric; best known as an author of an ancient 
history still in use. 

Ze Sage (1668-174T), romancer and dramatist ; author of " Gil Bias.*' 
Sottuei, Sourdaioue, and MasHllon, the three great pulpit orators of the 
age of Louis XIV. They all uttered their solemn warnings before the Grand Mon- 
arquey and the last pronounced over his grave the sublime words, ''God alone 
is great" 

Housteau (1712-1778), a skeptic, maintained the equal rights of aU men* his 
Essay,* '' Contrat Social,'' obliged him to leave France. 

Montesquieu (1689-1755), a writer fiir in advance of his times, as an advocate of 
liberty and humanity. His '' Spirit of the Laws " ran through 22 editions in eighteen 
months. 

Voltaire (1694-1778), wrote with equal ease tragedy, satire, romance, poetry, 
history, and philosophy ; was a kind of national idol among the French, and his free^ 
thinking had a prodigious influence. 

Vuffon (1707-1788), a naturalist and philosopher. His celebrated Natural History 
was one of the greatest works of the 18th century. 

Diderot and l/AIemberi^ Cithers of the Encyclopaedia, a dictionary in 23 folio 
volumes. It contained much valuable information, but its teachings were saturated 
with skepticism, hatred of the past, and upset even morality itself. 

Lavoisier (1743-1794), discoverer of the accepted theory of combustion, and the 
fiither of modem chemistry. 

Laplace (174^1827), author of the *' Treatise on Celestial Mechanics." 

Legendre (1752-1833), an eminent mathematician, best known from his Elements 
of Geometry. 



* " The eflfect of his writings upon the French mind is not badly typified at his 
tomb in the Pantheon in Paris, where a hand is represented as holding through a 
partially opened door a flaming torch to set fire to the world." 
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volition of the Uonarchy and the 
Reign of Terror. 
,-TheEBrolntlotHn8»-i814). J 2. ^« g^j,^,,'^''- 

.. -ThB Restoration (1814-1830), Including The Hundred Daja (WIB). 
ni'-TlieHouBeotOrleanil]8aO-lB48). IV.-The Second Republic (184».18ia). 
V.-The Second ampira (1858-1810), VI,-Tl.e Third Republic 11871). 

JOLITIOH of the Mon- 
archy and Reign of Ter- 
ror, — The States-General 

were convened with great 
pomp.* Men's hearts were 
profoundly stirred by the 
return of a body of which 
France had been so long 
deprived, and from which so 
much was expected. The 
strength of the Third Es- 
tate soon made itself felt 

Geooraphical guMMon*.— Locate Varenne9<renl, Vilmy. Jemappee. Neer- 
wlDden. Lyons. La Vendue. Nice. Lodi Farma. Pavla. Casligliooe <k»B.tBI- 
yO-na). Bassano. Arcale. Mantna. Mt. CeniB. Simplon Pass. Marengo. Vienna. 
Hohanllnden, mm. Jena |ya-nS). AnelerHtz. Ejlan Oo)- Priedland. Tilelt. 
Oporto, Talavera, Torrea Viidras (Ta-drB). SaraiwBsa. Balainanca. Victoria. 
— - ■■ Berlin. Hamburg. Bremen. Dresden. Borodino. 
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The first question that arose was whether the three orders 
should vote collectively or separately. The nobles and 
clergy haying retired to their own chambers, according 
to custom, the tiers-etat refused to act until they re- 
turned. After five weeks spent in useless parleys, the Com- 
mons decided itself to be the National Assembly,* and pro- 
ceeded to deliberate upon the affairs of the state without 
reference to the other bodies. Louis thereupon closed the 
hall and suspended the meetings, preparatory to a royal 
sitting. 

The Tennis-Court Oath. — The members then withdrew 
to a tennis-court near by, and solemnly swore not to separate 
until they had given France a constitution. 

Royal Sitting. — Three days after, the king held a royal 
sitting, f The concessions he made would at an earlier day 
have awakened transports of joy. Now they were received 
in profound silence. He however censured the conduct of 
the Assembly, annulled its decrees, and threatened to dis- 
solve it, if he met with further opposition. As he rose, he 
ordered the members to retire, and thereafter to assemble in 
their respective rooms. The nobles and a greater part of the 
clergy obeyed. The tiers-etat retained their seats. After a 
time the grand-master of ceremonies reappeared and re- 
minded them of the king's command. " Go and tell your 

tunic, and snrplice ; the nobles in gold-embroidered cloakR, lace cravats, and white- 
plnmed, np-tamed hats, d THenri Quatre, made a magnificent display, while the 
Commons, equal in namber to both the other orders, were allowed only short, plain, 
black cloaks, muslin cravats, and slouched hats. Far from being overawed, as was 
intended, by the splendor of the higher ranks, or humbled by the freezing treatment 
they received, the Commons felt only indignation. **How is all this pomp sup- 
ported ? ** they asked of each other. " Out of the sweat of the people 1 " was wratti- 
ftilly answered. 

■* This name Is said to have been suggested to La Fayette by Jefferson, then min- 
ister plenipotentiary to France. 

t The tiers^tat were made to wait outside, in a heavy rain, till the clergy and 
nobility had entered and taken their seats on the right and left of the throne. JuRt 
as they were about to retire, drenched with the shower and thoroughly indignant, a 
Mde door opened and admitted them to the ball. 
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master/* retorted the fiery Mirabeau, " that we are here by 
the will of the people, and nothing but the bayonet shall 
drive us hence." ^ " We are to-day/* added Sieyes, with calm- 
ness, "just what we were yesterday. Let us deliberate." 
Prom that day the royal authority was lost. The next after- 
noon the clergy and nobles flocked in to join the tiers-Stat, 
Louis himself advising the few who stood out to yield. 

Storming of the Bastille. — Authority having failed, the 
king had now no resource but submission or the bayonet. 
On Sunday, July 12, Paris was raised to a ferment of ex- 
citement by hearing that Necker had been dismissed, and 
troops were rapidly collecting at Versailles. An immense 
crowd, ready for anything, flocked to the Palais Royal. 
Here a young man, Camille Desmoulins, more dariug than 
the rest, mounted a table, pistol in hand, and shouted: 
" Citizens, if we would save our lives, we must fly to arms." 
Plucking a leaf from a tree and placing it in his hat, he 
gave the signal to the crowd, who soon stripped the trees 
bare. The lawless procession then commenced their wild 
march through the street. This was the beginning of an 
insurrection which grew in violence and recklessness* till 
Tuesday morning, when the cry was raised : " To the Bas- 
tille!" Onward surged the maddened crowd to the foot of 
the gloomy prison. Marquis de Launay, a stanch old soldier, 
with a little garrison of thirty-two Swiss and eighty-two 
invalids, made desperate defence. For four hours, amid 
" snioke as of Tophet, confusion as of Babel, noise as of the 
crack of doom," he held the pack at bay ; then, yielding to 
the cannon of the French guards, gave up the grim old for- 

* The French guards, when called ont to disperse the mob, refhsed to fire. The 
citizens formed themselves into a National Gnard, and took the blue and red colors 
of Paris for a cockade ; La Fayette added white— the Bonrbon colors-saying: " Here 
is a cockade that will make the tour of the world. " This was the origin ot the fiimoas 
tricolor. 
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treBS. The fnrions mob rushed in. De Launay was dragged 
to the Place de Gr^ve and craelly mnrdered. Others shared 
his &te, and their bleeding.heads were borne on pikes along 



the streets. The famons stronghold which Cond4 had be- 
sieged io vain had fallen.* It was the first scene in the 
tragedy of the Hevolution.t 

Progress of the Revolution. — Humbled and sorrovfol, 
the king now ordered away the troops, went on foot to the 
Assembly, and promised to recall Necker. He then vieited 
Paris, where he repeated his efforts at pacification.l But his 

■ The keya of the BsBtUle were prssented by La Payetta lo Waahinpoo, sod still 
tiBIiK Id ths [QSllaloa at HL Voniaii. 
t On bearing [benenH.LoulB exclaimed: "Wbj, thia la a revolt I" "Sire," iras 

X Ue waa racelied at Ihe gates hj BalDy, major of the city, who handed bim Uia 
keye, uylTig: " These are the Mine keyn that were preeented 10 Uenry IV. He hid 
coDqnared bi9 people ; now It Is Ihe people who have conqnered tbelr ting." 
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power was gone. In the grand apartments at Versailles^ amidst 
stately avenues and beautiful flower-gardens, all through 
these bright summer days, sad and fearful in heart, waited 
the royal family. Hither, from time to time, came startling 
news. The insurrection was sweeping like wildfire. Every- 
where throughout the country the peasantry were rising, 
torch in hand. Convents and castles were in flames. Title- 
deeds and feudal charters were scattered to the winds. Tax- 
collectors were being burnt at slow fires, or hacked to pieces 
before their wives and children. Even in Paris, Bailly and 
La Payette, with the National Guard, were unable to keep 
order, and crowds of women continually traversed the streets, 
noisily demanding bread; while thousands of half-starved 
wretches, flocking in from the provinces, were encamped on 
the heights of Montmartre, overlooking Paris. 

Abolition of Privileges. — ^"'It was plain,^' says Mrs. 
Edwards, " that the First Estate must bow its proud head 
before the five-and-twenty savage millions, make restitution, 
speak well, smile fairly — or die." On the memorable night 
of August 4th, the nobles set the example by the sacrifice of 
their privileges. Old feudal rights were yielded. Serfdom 
was abolished. Taxes were equalized. The clergy relin- 
quished their tithes and fees. The tiers-etat surrendered 
privileges of cities and provinces. All these sweeping decrees 
Louis accepted, and, amid long and tumultuous applause, was 
hailed " The restorer of French liberty." 

The Assembly was now the strongest body in the state. 
The corporations depended upon it; the National Guard 
obeyed it ; the king feared it. In imitation of our Declara- 
tion of Independence, it drew up a "Declaration of the 
Eights of Man." It also marked out the leading principles 
of a limited monarchy based on a constitution. 

The Mob, at first encouraged in popular demonstration 
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by the Assembly, in order to intimidate the C50urt, had 
akeady begun to feel its strength. The Commune* of 
Paris, yarious political clubs, and a huge, incongruous assem- 
blage, which met daily and nightly at the Palais Boyal, were 
last getting control of the revolution. 

Attack upon Versailles (October 5, 6).— News of a 
banquet,! given by the king's guards to the Flanders regi- 
ment at Versailles, again roused hungry, revolutionary Paris. 
An immense rabble of women, armed with yarious weapons, 
and crying " Bread ! Bread I " poured into Versailles. They 
flooded the Assembly chamber. Some even pushed into the 
presence of the king. There was a brawl and some blood- 
shed. La Fayette's arrival about midnight, with the Parisian 
army, quieted affairs for a few hours. Toward morning a 
party of rioters, finding a gate unfastened, rushed, with hor- 
rible threats, across the court and up the marble staircase 
toward the queen's apartments. She had barely time to 
escape to the king's bedchamber. La Fayette again came to 
the rescue with a body of grenadiers, and drove the mob out 
of the palace. The cry of " The king to Paris," however, 
could not be resisted, and the royal family set out for the 
city. They were escorted the entire distance by the savage 
mob, J singing songs and dancing with cruel glee. " We shall 

* After sending their membere to the Statea-Qeneral, the electore of Paris had 
formed themselveB into permanent committees, and taken possession of the Hotel de 
Ville. This was the origin of the Commtme. 

t The. court, alarmed hj the menacing aspect of afbirs, had persuaded the king to 
recall some troops to Versailles. At a welcoming feast, given in the palace theatre, 
great enthasiasm prevailed ; and, when the royal fiunily appeared on the stage, they 
were greeted with wild applause. As they withdrew, the band struck up " O Richard I 
O Hon Roi I Tunivers t^abandonne I ^* Oaths of fidelity were taken amid sobs and 
tears ; the health of the royal fiimily was drunk with swords drawn ; and, whUe white 
cockades were freely distributed by the ladies of the court, it was rumored that the 
tricolors were trampled under foot. 

X Part of them had left in the morning, carrying with them the bleeding heads of 
two of the king^s body-guard. They stopped at Sdvres on the way, and compelled 
a barber to curl and powder the hair, that all might recognize them as aristocrat 
taMids. 
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not die of hunger now," shouted they, on reaching the Tail- 
eriea, "for here is the baker, his wife, and his hoy." Thns 
closed the second scene in the revolation. 



Emigration of the Nobility. — At the first alarm, the 
princes of the blood and other members of the nobility, who, 
by their foolish advice and Gtubbora resistance to reform, 
had done so mnch to precipitate the revolution, sought safety 
in flight. Other members of the conrt now followed. Ere 
long the king, queen, their two children, aud the icing's sis- 
ter, Elizabeth, were left alone. Before the end of the year 
three hundred deputies had deserted their posts in the As- 
sembly. Some of them joined the allied armies, and came 
back in the ranks of their country's enemies. Many who 
had disdained any honorable labor at home, begged for bread 
or sought menial employment in foreign cities. 

Work of the Assembly.— A year of comparative quiet 
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now ensued. The Assembly, having followed the court to 
Paris, went on with the work of reform. Liberty of con- 
science, of the press, and of industry, were proclaimed. The 
laws of primogeniture were abrogated. All titles and ranks 
were abolished. Civil and military employments were thrown 
open to all. Universal suffrage was virtually proclaimed. The 
courts of justice were reformed.* Intendants were abolished, 
and France was divided into eighty-three departments. The 
vast estates of the clergy were confiscated. Promissory notes, 
or assignats, secured upon this property were issued, and soon 
became the only currency. 

Fete of the Federation (July 14^ 1790).— The anni- 
versary of the taking of the Bastille was celebrated by im- 
posing ceremonies in the Champs de Mars. Amid the 
thunders of the cannon and shouts of " Vive le roi ! " Louis 
took the oath to support the new constitution. At this 
moment the queen raised the dauphin in her arms to show 
him to the people, who burst into new rounds of applause. 
A hymn of thanksgiving closed the day. It was v^fSte which 
had no morrow. 

Political Clubs now began to control affairs. The Jacobins 
— so called because their meetings were held in the hall of a 
former Jacobin convent — comprised the most rabid of the 
revolutionists, such as Danton, Marat, St. Just, and Robes- 
pierre. Over 2,000 auxiliary clubs throughout the country 
helped to feed the central fire. The Cordeliers, also named 
from a monastic hall, were like the Jacobins, f The Oluh of 
'89 contained the moderates who supported the constitution. 

* Abont this time a proposal was made by Dr. Gnillotin to change the form of 
capital punishmeut firom hanging to beheading. The instrament adopted for this 
purpose was called by his name. 

t The Cordeliers, led by Danton and Marat, were a branch of the wildest Jacobins, 
but in the ftirnace-heat of the revolution they became essentially fused with that 
organization, and all who clamored for the death of Louis are known by the common 
name of ** Jacobins." 
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Complications. — ^Day by day affairs grew more confused. 
The troops had fallen into general disorganization. The no- 
bles who remained derided the Assembly, and endeavored to 
hedge up its work ; while those who had fled sought to arouse 
Europe in their own behal£ Even the king, after having 
sworn to keep the constitution, addressed letters to foreign 
powers seeking their aid. The clergy, seeing the hostility 
of the revolution, declared war against it. A large majority 
refused to take the oath of fealty to the constitution, and 
were ejected from their places. Thus religions hatred be- 
came mingled with civil strife. Emigration continued. The 
roads to the Ehine were crowded with elegant equipages, car- 
rying away the noblest families in France. Assignats were 
issued to an enormous amount. Necker, returning to 
Geneva, barely escaped with his life along the highway he 
had so lately traversed in triumph ; — the revolution had out- 
stripped and discarded him. There was but one man whose 
powerful genius might have yet moderated the revolution 
into a reformation. This was Mirabeau, the President of 
the Assembly, who now entered into a private alliance with 
the court. His untimely death destroyed the last hope.* 

The Flight of the King (June 20, 1791).— Louis now 
decided to escape with his family to the army commanded by 
the loyal Marquis de Bouill6. Stealing out of the palace by 
night, they reached a carriage which awaited them. Seventy 
miles had been passed in safety, when at Varennes they were 
arrested and forced to return. They entered the Tuileries 
amid a sinister silence, f It was only after a stormy debate 

• Mirabeaa was a worn-ont debauchee. " I am paying dear," he often Bald, " for 
the follies of my yonth." Once he broke a solemn silence by these impressive 
words : " Oh, if I had brought to the revolution a character like Malesherbes, what 
destinies I should have assured to my country ! What glory I should have attached 
to my name I " 

t A strange fatality seemed to hang over this journey ftom the first. The queen 
lost her way on leaving the palace, and wandered over an hour about the streets of 
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that a decree was passed to reinstate the king on the throne. 
The Assembly, having finished the constitution, which was 
ratified by Louis, then adjourned. 

The Legislative Assembly (1791), which now met, was 
composed of new men, as the National Assembly had passed 
a resolution declaring its members ineligible for re-election. 
The old Assembly had consisted largely of persons fix>m the 
middle class — ^the bourgeoisie ; this was composed mainly of 
the lower classes — and the members were generally as noisy, 
coarse, and presumptuous as they were rude and ignorant. 

Three Powerful Factions soon began to struggle for 
the mastery. (1.) The FeuillantSy as they were styled, from 
the haJl in which they met, supported the constitution and 
work of the late Assembly. (2.) The OirondiatSy so called 
because the brilliant orators from the department of the 
Gironde were at its head, were republicans. (3.) The Moun- 
taifif thus named because it occupied the highest seats in the 
chamber, was composed of demagogues, Jacobins, Cordeliers, 
and anarchists, without principles, who relied on the rabble, 
and aimed to sweep away all distinctions. 

Parie before she foand fhe carriage. The roads were bad, and the cumbersome couch 
which they took ontside the city was obliged to stop for repairs before twenty miles 
were over. At Chdlons the horses broke their traces, and another precioas half- 
hoar was lost. At Pont de Sommeyesle their waiting escort had excited the sus- 
picions of the inhabitants, and, after lingering fonr honrs beyond the appointed 
time, had dispersed, believing the plan defeated. At Ste. Menehonld the second 
detachment in waiting had stabled their horses for the night. Here the fkte of the 
royal flight was decided. The awkward Louis, who had no better success in playing 
his assumed part as valet than his real part as king, thrust his head outside the win- 
dow, and, in an agitated voice, inquired about the cross-road to Varennes. The 
sharp-eyed postmaster, Drout, had been to Paris and seen the king. Peering into the 
carriage, he caught under the gypsy hat of the pretended lady^s maid the Austrian 
features of Marie Antoinette. They were allowed to pass on, but the fiery patriot 
mounted his swiftest horse, and, with a host of strong republicans, was at Yarennes 
to bar the road and capture the prize. The different natures of the king and queen 
were curiously manifest at the little tallow-chandler's shop where the royal &mUy 
were taken after their arrest. While Marie Antoinette was weeping and entreating 
the woman of the shop to aid their escape — her hair having turned gray through the 
terror of a sirgle night — the phlegmatic Louis had called for refkreshments, of which 
he heartily partook, blandly assuring the grocer that his '*wine was very good 
indeed 1" 
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Declaration of War. — Austrian and Prussian armies, 
actively encouraged by the emigrants and the disaffected 
clergy, were now collecting in threatening numbers on the 
frontier. To meet this emergency the Assembly pronounced 
death and confiscation of property against the nobles * if 
found in arms, and decreed that the nonjuring priests should 
be depriyed of the scanty pension they yet received. Louis 
was forced to dismiss his Feuillant ministry and appoint a 
Girondist cabinetf War was declared against the empire 
(1792). 

Insurrection of the Fauboni^ (1792).— The first 
campaign proving a failure, it was attributed to treachery. 
The Assembly thereupon decreed the exile of the refractory 
clergy, and the establishment of a camp of 20,000 soldiers 
under the walls of Paris. Louis could not consent to banish 
his friends, and in the proposed camp he saw an attempt to 
overawe Paris. He therefore vetoed both measures. The 
Jacobins were in a frenzy. The king was nicknamed Mon- 
sieur Veto, and represented as an imbecile and a traitor. The 
breach between him and the Assembly widened daily. He 
dismissed his Girondist ministry, and sent a secret messenger 
to the allied princes. The Jacobins and Girondists combined 
in stirring up the mob. On the 20th of June a rabble of 
30,000 men, women, and children, armed with guns and pikes, 

* |x>aiB vetoed these measnres, and was hence held to sympathize with the emi- 
gnnts. The conrt al?o committed the strange mistake of supporting Petion. a 
Girondist, as mayor of Paris, against La Fayette, whom the queen especially dis- 
Uked. 

t M. Roland, the new minister of the interior, was a man of moderate abilities, 
who owed his distinction almost entirely to his wife, a gracefhl enthuBiaf>t, twenty 
yean yonnger than himself. Beantiftil, talented, and a rahid repnbllcan. Madame 
Boland was her husband's oracle and the soul of the Oironde. In character, Roland 
was strictly moral, a fearless adviser, and an honest patriot M. Dumouriez, minis- 
ter of foreign affiiirs, possessed what Roland lacked and lacked what Roland pos- 
sessed. Witty and able, he had no profound political convictions. Fresh fW>m the 
dub where he had worn the red cap of liberty and sung the Qa Jh(— a Ikvorite repnb- 
Hcan song— he could calmly sit in council with his unfortunate king. A courtier up 
to 1780, he was afterward, in turn, a constitutionalist, a Girondist, and a Jacobin. 
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after baviiig been allowed to pass through the Aasembly hall, 

made a rush on the Tuileriea. Louis received them with 

placid composare. Taking the red cap which was thrust 

toward him on the end of a pike, he placed it on his head ; 

while from a bottle handed 

him by a half-drunken work- 

mau he drank to the health of 

the nation. After four hours 

of threat and insult, the mob 

yielded to the persuasion of 

Mayor Petion, and slowly 

dispersed.* 

Attack npon the Tni- 
leries (August 10). — The 
heroic conduct of the royal 

lOUlS XVl., HAWB^ANTOKETre, rtKD THB fjjjjjj|y^ g^^ (Jjg Ijnital lUSO- 

lence to which they were 
Bubjected, aroused a momentary reaction. But just at 
this juncture the Duke of Brunswick, in command of the 
allied armies, issned a proclamation announcing his coming 

• Lei ae IniHglnB thla nproarlons red-Mpped rabbla, heatlPd by a pair of rsggefl, 
black etik breeches, etrelclied on a tall crosB-Btaff, with the molto " Tremble TyniiU I 
The Sane-CulotteB are comlDtc;" beariDg a caira heart. t»D!fiied b; a ptke, and 
labelled " ArtBtocrat'B heart ; " einging vile longe and wnTing menaciDg baoaei* ; 
booUng. pnehlng. dandn);, and Bteaming with perBplratlOD troai ibelr Iodk. bot 
march, sb tbey burst Into Ibe majeatlc ebambers of the TuUertee. The pattent 
LoDle, crowned with the groteeqne red cap, Btanda behind a barricade of tablea, and 
laingforhlr life In the dearenlng cry of "Long live liberty! Lock live the nation t" 
In anotber comer is the prond Marie Antolnelte, with an enormona trlcotor cockade 
In her hair. The little daaphln ehrlnks as a rongh patriot clasps (he red cap on bia 
head; and the heroic Princeaa iSizabelb would fain have tbe mobbelleie Aer "the 
Anstrlan," that the may die to enve the gneen. Orators on tables, orators on men's 
■hoDldem, tillj orators at once, make a dletracllaK iMdIam; while women ebriek 
their inane CQr^ea, and butchers and brewers fight for the snpremacr In brlD^Df; 
down the royal pride.— As the crowd press on, a woman's voice overtops the rest In 
gross abuse of the qncen. "WliBt have 1 ever done to yon that you sbonldhateme 
got "asks Marie Antoinette. " You arc the cnrsc uf Ihe nation and the canse of all 

been told; but ynu are deceived. Wife of your king, mother to the danphin, I am 
a tme Fronchwoman. Never can I be happy or unhappy but in Franco. IwiMbappj 
when yoa all loved me 1 " Tbg Fury U touched to the heart and goes ont weepiDg. 
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to enforce the royal authority, and threatening, in case of 
any outrage to the king, to dehver up Paris to instant 
destruction. Popular indignation flamed out at this insult- 
ing language. It gave just the opportunity Danton, Marat, 
Robespierre,* and the other Jacobins desired to execute 
their scheme of dethroning the king by force. Federate 
bands were called in from various cities. The one from 
Marseilles, conspicuous for its brutality, brought with it a 
song destined to become famous, and to fire the hearts of 
Frenchmen long after the revolution itself was past. The 
court made such arrangements as it could for defence. 
Long-hidden men of rank, armed vrith swords and pistols; 
serving men with pokers and tongs, uncouth weapons that 
even in this hour of extremity provoked a smile ; the Swiss 
Guard, loyal to the last ; and a few of the National Guard, 
whom it was thought could still be relied upon, were gath- 
ered at the Tuileries. Mandat, however, commander of the 
National Guard, was treacherously slain. The presence of so 
many well-known loyalists excited discontent. When Louis, 
urged by the queen, reviewed his troops in the early morn- 
ing, they shouted " Vive la nation ! " while some of the can- 
noneers shook their fists in his face and loaded him with 
abuse. The mob surrounded the palace, and their guns 

• These three formed what was called the trinmvirate. Danton, gigantic In statnre 
and with a voice like thunder, excelled all his colleagues in audacity. A starving 
advocate in 1789, prodigal in tastes and hopelessly in debt, his personal interests 
whetted his revolutionary zeal. Pitiless in general measures, he was humane and 
even generous in individual instances. Robespierre was in many respects his oppo- 
site. He was small in figure, feeble in voice, fhigal in living, and f^e of debt. He 
had the reputation of being incorruptible. Personal vanity was one of his ruling 
passions. His dinsry little apartment was lined with mirrors. While the other revo- 
lutionary leaders affected a squalid dress and soiled linen, Robespierre always dressed 
neatly and tastefully, powdered his hair, and usually appeared with a flower in his 
button-hole. Neither bribe nor personal intercession could move him. His heart 
was set on 900,000 aristocrat heads. Marat was a blood-thirsty ruffian, without one 
redeeming quality. Unclean in his person, he was ugly even to hideousness in form 
and features. He urged the most ferocious measures vithout pity or remorse. His 
cruelty was only equalled by his cowardice. He edited a paper called The Friend qf 
tAe People^ by which name his ^dmir^rs spon pam^ to designate himself. 
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Trial and Death of Louis ZVl. — Having lain in prison 
several months, Louis was finally brought to trial. He was 
accused of plotting against the liberty of the people, and of 
intriguing with the emigrant nobles and the European pow- 
ers. The venerable Malesherbes, at the peril of life, volun- 
teered for his defence. The Girondists hoped to save him, 
but their timid efforts fidled. Louis conducted himself with 
(singular dignity and resignation. His case, however, was pre- 
judged.* " Louis Capet,'' as they insisted upon styling him, 
was, after a stormy debate, declared guilty and sentenced to 
die. A respite of three days for which he asked was re- 
fused. Amid profound silence he was conducted to the 
scaffold. At the last moment he attempted to address the 
multitude, but the drums beat, the executioner dragged him 
to the guillotine, and in an instant he was no more. The 
bleeding head was lifted up, and the crowd answered by 
shouts of "Vive la Eepublique 1'' 

Terrible Energy of the Convention.— « There is now,'' 
exclaimed Marat, " no retreat : we must conquer or die." On 
hearing of Louis's execution, England, Holland, Spain, and 
the Empire flew to arms. " It was," says Duruy, " a crusade 
of all the European royalties and aristocracies, not to avenge 
Louis XVI., but to strangle the principles of new social 
order thrown into the world by the revolution." England 
was the soul of this coalition, and her fleets and subsi- 
dies were freely offered. The province of La Vendee, resist- 
ing the conscription of troops ordered by the Convention, 
broke into insurrection.! Dumouriez lost the battle of Neer- 

• A savage mob, gathered abont the doors of the Assembly, heaped threats on all 
who dared to be merciftil. Even the brave President Vergniand, who at first pleaded 
for him with passionate eloquence, finally wavered in his allegiance. The in&mons 
Orleans, amid a mnrmur of horror, voted for his death. 

t This country, bounded by the Loire and the sea, and crossed by few roads, had 
retained its ancient feudal customs. The nobles habitually Jived on their estates, 
Jteeping up a kmd iutercouree with their simple and sturdy tenants, who, in tum, 



WddJ ABOLlTIOlSf 6^ (THE MONABOHY. ^l5 

winden (1793) against the Anstrians, evacuated Belgium, and, 
disgusted with the turn of af&irs, went over to the allied 
camp. At one time over sixty departments were in arms 
against the reyolutionists. Menaced thus on every hand, the 
Jacobins evinced an energy and fury which have no parallel 
in history. An entirely new order of men had arisen. Daring 
spirits,«who in common times would have dragged out an 
obscure life in country towns, had grasped the reins of 
power. Heedless, savage, enthusiastic, they were appalled 
by no danger. The Girondists, thoroughly alarmed, in vain 
endeavored to check the torrent they had let loose. The 
Bevolutionary Tribunal was established (1793) to try the 
enemies of the republic. Fouquier-Tinville, a man who de- 
lighted in a death-sentence, was made public accuser. In each 
of the 48,000 communes of France a committee was appointed 
to bring suspected persons before local tribunals; while a 
General Committee of Public Safety was decreed for the 
entire country. The arrest of the Girondists was ordered. 
Some were taken on the spot ; those who escaped were out- 
lawed and pursued with unrelenting vengeance. A few found 
refuge at Caen,* where they entered into communication 
with the disaffected. Fourteen armies, containing 1,200,000 
soldiers, were at once put under arms against the rebellious 
provinces. Lyons made a desperate resistance, but was con- 
quered after a two -months siege,f upon which the Conven- 

were devotedly attached to their landlords, their religion, and the old monarchical 
government. 

* About this time Charlotte Corday, a heantifhl yonng woman of excellent parent- 
age in Caen, inspired hy the sentiments of the Girondists, went to Paris, determined 
to avenge their misfortunes. Obtaining admission to Marat on pretence of imparting 
important information, she stabbed him to the heart. She was instantly arrested and 
condemned to execution. Glorying in her deed, and declaring that she had only 
killed one nian to save 100,000 others, she met her fate with a smile. 

t The Revolutionary Tribunal was set up in that city under the supervision of 
Oouthon, Fonch6, and Collot d^Herbois. The latter was an actor, who had been 
hissed from the Lyons stage ten years before. Finding the guillotine too slow for 
Ua Tea^;eaoce, he had tjie ijctima ^tfopght «ta^in JQ||tCtuil^Aai^ ijiow«d down with 
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tion decreed that it should be destroyed, that its name should 
be changed, and a monument erected on its ruins, with the 
inscription: "Lyons made war upon liberty; Lyons is no 
more/' Fifteeu thousand persons perished at Nantes in one 
month. Toulon called in an English fleet, but Napoleon 
Buonapaite, a young major of artillery, planted his bat- 
teries and droye away the ships. The city fell, and the old 
atrocities were renewed. La Vendee was surrounded by 
intrenched camps, and pierced through and through by 
"infernal columns." All opposition was crushed. France 
lay helpless. 

The Reign of Terror was now fairly inaugurated. The 
Jacobins, under the lead of the infamous Robespierre, knew 
no mercy. Eevolutionary tribunals, committees of public 
safety, and the guillotine were at work in every part of 
France. Two hundred thousand persons of all ranks and 
ages crowded the prisons. Thence every morning the tum- 
brils carried to the place of execution the victims of the day. 
In Paris the most illustrious persons swelled the lists of the 
condemned. The crowd screamed with delight as they saw 
Marie Antoinette brought forth to the Place de la Revolu- 
tion (October 16, 1793). Clad in white, pale and calm, na 
cries disturbed her peace as she mounted the same scaffold 
where Louis XVL had perished.* The Girondists, twenty- 

masketB and cannon. On one occasion It was told him that the number was greater 
than the list called for. **What does It signiiy V" was his cold reply; **if they die 
to-day they will not die to-morrow ! " 

* In July the dauphin had been taken from his mother and placed in the care of 
one Simon, a tool of Kobespierre, who spared no pains to cormpt his character and 
destroy his health. Dressed in a red cap and coarse Jacket, this innocent child of 
eight years, royally bom and tenderly reared, might be seen at the window of his 
prison-room, flashed with wine, and shoating vile oaths and Jacobin songs to the 
laughing soldiers below. After six months Simon left him, and then, if possible, his 
•ondition was still more pitiable. Locked and bolted in a room alone, his young 
strength daily sinking under neglect and suffering, the long days passed without 
resource or amusement, and the evenings without glimmer of light ** His bed was 
not stirred for six months, and for more than a year he had no change of shirt or 
Utockings." When at last more humane attendants were allowed, the poor boy wM 
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two in nttmber, who had lain in prison smce their arreBt, 
spent their last ereniiig together in singing hymns to France, 
and, aa they marched toexeontion, chanted the "Marseillaise" 
and died with a shont of " Vive la Republiqne." Madame 



Boland fell with the rest.* Her hnsband, on hearing the 
news, killed himself in the highway. Batlly, the astronomer 
and mayor ; Maleaherbes, the illuetrions minister ; Laroisier, 
the learned chemist; De Noailles, the octogenarian marshal 
of France; and a host of others, the wisest, noblest, and 

bejond recoTBrr. and ha died In Jnne, ITBS.— After her Bcparatlon trom her eon, Marie 
Antolnetis neier looked np. At two o'clock ooe mornlnic fbe Ttu awakoned and 
ordered to Itie conclergerle. As ebe was paeslng Uirnncli a tow doornnj, harried by 
hergtuinJ, she elrack her tbtBliesd a Tlolentbhiw. With a momentary ehow oreym- 
psthT one of them uked If ahe was hart. "Nothing can hart nis naw," was her 
pathetic aarwer. 

• When fhe monnted the scaUiild, It Is aald, phehowcd her head toward a coloseal 
Matne ol LIbertr near br. and exclaimed : "O Liberal what Crimea an commltlMl 
Inthjiume!'' 

10 
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best, were now hurried to the scaflfold.* The samt-like 
Elizabeth, sister to Louis XVL, shared the same fate as the 
notorious Philip Egalite, whose cold-blooded vote for death 
to the king went for naught when suspicion fell upon him- 
self. In the midst of the carnage a new calendar f was in- 
stituted, to date from September 22, 1792, which was to be 
the first day of the year 1., the epoch of the foundation of 
the repubUc. Already the names of the streets had been 
changed, and all emblems of royalty removed. The tombs 
of the kings at St. Denis were rifled and their contents scat- 
tered to the winds. Churches and convents were desecrated, 
plundered, and burned. Worship was prohibited. Marriage 
was declared onlv a civil contract, which could be broken 
at pleasure. Notre Dame was converted into a Temple of 
Reason, and a gaudily-dressed woman, wearing a red cap 
of liberty, was enthroned as goddess. Over the entrance to 
the cemeteries were inscribed the words : Death is a7i eternal 
sleep. 

The Terrorists Divided. — Divisions now arose among 
the leaders in these atrocities. Robespierre denounced the 
Anarchists as seeking to bring ridicule on the revolution, 
and Hubert, Clootz, and others were sent to the scaflFold. 
The Dantonists, who sought a return to a milder government, 
were arraigned, and Danton, Camille Desmoulins, and his 



• The work of the pmlllotine formed a daily entertainment, and bands of women 
gathered aroand it, chatting and knitting, whence they came to be caUed "*" the knit- 
ter?." 

+ There were to be twelve months of thirty days each, with fire complementaiy 
days in an ordinary and six in a leap-year. To the months were given names sig- 
nificant of the weather or the seasons. Beffinnmg with the antnnm, September 28, 
they were as follows : Vendfiminire, vintage month ; Bmmairo, fog month ; Trimaire, 
sleet month; Nivose. snow month; Plnviose, rain month; Ventose. wind month; 
Germinal, blossom month ; Florfinl. flower month ; Prafral, meadow month ; Mes- 
sidor. harvest month ; Thermidor, hot month ; Fmctidor, fmit month. Each month 
wa* divided into three parts, called decades. The first day of a decade was called 
iTlmidi ; the second, Duodi ; and bo on. The last day, called Decadi, was to be a 
holiday.— Chaxbebs. 
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asBOciates, took their turn at the guillotine. Robespierre, for 
tiiree months, was supreme. Fouqnier-TinyilJe and theEevo- 
lutionary Tribunal were busier than ever. The accused were 
forbidden defence, and were tried en masse. To be suspected 
was equivalent to a death-sentence,* It was now proposed to 
set up the gnillotine In a hall 
adjoining the tribunal, \vith fa- 
cilities for dispatching Ave hun- 
dred persons a day. 

Revolution of the ITinth 
ThennidoT. — The Convention, 
seeing that Eobespierre would 
doom friends and foes alike, as 
suited his bloody caprice, formed 
a combination to impeach him. 
Eobespierre attempted a defence, 
but cries of "Down with the 
tyrant 1 " drowned his voice. He 

raved like a madman, supplicated for a hearing, and at last 
sunk into his seat exhausted and foaming. The night passed 
in a furious struggle. Wiien the day had &irly dawned, Eoibes- 
pienre lay on a table in the Tuiieries, a prisoner, self-wounded 
and insensible. Before night his head had fallen, and the 
long Eeign of Terror was over (July 38, 1794), 

A Reaction now set in and milder counsels began to 
prevail. After a desperate struggle the Jacobin club was 
broken up, the Terrorists were disarmed, and several of 
Eobespierre's accomplices sent to the guillotine. Forms 
of trial were re-established and thousands of prisoners re- 
leased. The decrees of expulsion against priests and nobles 

• In the natlutui Btchlves of Paris 1b to be wen an order of execution vhlch vm 
Bi^ed ]n blank and Hlterwanl tUled np with the naniea of tvrentr-ieven persoDS, me 
Of nhom waa a bo; of elit««n. 
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were revoked. Divine worship was restored and the Eevolu- 
tionary Tribunal abolished. The young men of Paris formed 
an association known as " La Jeunesse Doree/' broke open 
the Jacobin hall, and drove out its occupants. The club 
itself was finally dissolved. 

Triumph of the French Anns (1794^-95).— While the 
Terrorists were sending long lines of victims to the scaffold, 
the defenders of the new republic were pouring toward the 
threatened frontiers. During the pauses of the guillotine all 
Paris accompanied the troops outside the city gates, shouting 
the Marseillaise. Camot (no), who organized the military forces, 
recalls, by his energy and skill, the days of Louvois. In 1794 
he had half a million men in the field. Pichegru, Hoche, 
Jourdan, Moreau, and other republican generals led them 
on to continued success. Belgium was captured, and sev- 
eral strongholds on the Rhine were taken. La Vendue, 
having arisen again, was finally pacified. A number of 
places on the frontiers of Spain, Mt. Cenis, and the passages 
of the Maritime Alps — the keys of Italy — submitted to the 
French arms. Even winter did not stop their progress. 
Pichegru led his troops across the Meuse on the ice, and, 
conquering Holland without a battle,* organized the Bata- 
vian Republic. Peace was made with Prussia and Spain, but 
England and Austria continued the war. 

The Day of the Sections (October 5, 1795).— It was 
now apparent that the union in one legislative house of all 
the orders in the States-General was a mistake. It was, 
therefore, decided to have a Council of Five Hundred to pro- 
pose laws, and a Council of the Ancients — composed of two 
hundred and fifty members over forty years of age — to pass 
or reject them. The executive power was to be lodged in a 

* The Batch ehips, hecomhig frozen tip in the Znyder Zee, the French dragoons 
performed the unexampled feat of capturing a fleet by a chaige of horses. 



Directory of five persons. One of the directors and one-third 
of each council were to be changed each year. The new con- 
stitution was accepted by the people. The royalists, during 
the reaction, had gained so rapidly that they now hoped to 
carry the elections. The Convention thereupon decreed that 
two-thirds of the councils should be appointed from its own 
number. The royalists, enraged at this^ excited the sections 
to rise in arms. Forty thousand men prepared to march 
upon the Convention. General Barras (ra), who was in 
command of the defence, called to his aid Napoleon Buona- 
parte, of whose ability he had formed a high opinion at 
Toulon. The young general skilfully posted his troops about 
the Tuileries, and planted cannon raking the approaches by 
the bridges, quays, and streets in front and flank. As the 
insurgents came in range of his pitiless guns, they were in- 
stantly broken and put to flight, leaving five hundred of 
their number on the pavement. It was the last insurrection 
of the people. Their master had come, and street tumults 
were at an end. The Convention now organized the new 
government and dissolved. 

The Three Tears of the Convention had been the 
most bloody and tyrannical of any in the annals of Prance. 
Over a million persons had perished. The great abuses 
which had afflicted the country were abolished, but at what 
a cost ! Chateaux were in ruins ; towns half destroyed ; 
religious rites and observances ridiculed; churches closed 
or occupied as stables or warehouses; schools deserted; 
educated men driven off; and the youth ignorant. The tax 
returns had nearly ceased; trade and commerce were anni- 
hilated, and the treasury was empty. The issue of assignats 
reached the enormous aifiount of 45,000 millions of francs, 
and their value was so depreciated that "24,000 francs were 
paid for a load of wood, and 6,000 for a ride in a hack'* 
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2 .— T HE DIRECTORY. 

1795 to 1799 = i Years. 

The Directoxy • contained onJy two men of rank — Car- 

not and Barraa. Its glory, like that of the CoDvention, lay 
in the achievements of its anniea. Garnet's plan waa for 
Moreau and Jonrdan to invade Germany, while fiuonaparte 
was to cross the Alps into 
Italy, and ftU three were 
to converge on Vienna. 
Henceforth, for nineteen 
years, the life of Napoleon 
Buonaparte f is the his- 
tory of France, almost 
that of Earope. 

Campaign in Italy 
(1796-7).— When Buonar 
parte arrived in camp at 
Nice, the generals, Mas- 
aSna, Augereau, Serrurier, 
HAKiLBON BuoNAPABTB. aod Joufaert, looked cold- 

. ly on their young com- 

mander. But at their first council Massena said to Angereau : 
"We have onr master." Buonaparte found his army of 
38,000 men destitute of everything, while opposed to him 
was a well-equipped body of 60,000. He did not hesitate. 
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Issuing one of those electrical proclamations for which he 
was afterward so famous, he suddenly forced the passes of 
Montenotte, and pierced the centre of the enemies' line. He 
had now placed himself between the Piedmontese and Aus- 
trians who were opposed to him, and could follow either. He 
pursued the former to within ten leagues of Turin, when the 
king of Sardinia, trembling for his crown and capital, stopped 
the conqueror by an armistice, which was soon converted into 
a peace, in which he gave up to France his strongholds and 
the passes of the Alps. 

Battle of Lodi. — ^Delivered from one foe, Buonaparte 
turned upon the other. At Lodi he found the Austrians, 
under Beaulieu, strongly intrenched upon the opposite bank 
of the Adda. Charging at the head of his grenadiers, amid 
a tempest of shot and ball, he crossed the bridge in front of 

and wooden BabreB. At ten he was sent to the military school at Brienne. BeBolnte, 
quarrelsome, gloomy, not much liked by his companions, he lived apart. He was 
popular with his teachers, and became the head scholar in mathematics. At sixteen 
he went to Paris to complete his stadies. Poor and proad, discontented with his 
lot, tormented by the first stirrings of genins, he became a thorough misanthrope. 
The following year ^.^ 

he entered the army ^jf 

SB second lieuten- 1 1 ) 

those Aiscinating \f *"^C^ 

traitB of character ^.^a^— — ' 3 __ 

for which he was 

afterward bo distin- fac-simile op the signature of napoleon buonaparte, 
guished. At the musee des archives nationales^ paris. 

time he so snddenly 

came into view as the defender of the Directory, he was out of employment, and 
impatiently waiting for some turn in the wheel of fortune that would bring him 
to the top. A few days after the disarming of the sections, Eugene Beauhamais, a 
boy of ten years, came to Buonaparte to claim the sword of his father, who had 
fUlen on the Bcaffold during the revolution. Touched by his tears, Buonaparte 
ordered the sword to be given him. This led to a call from Madame de Beauhar- 
nais. The beauty, wit, and grace of the Creole widow won the heart of the Corsican 
general. Their mutual friend, Barras, promised them, as a marriage gift, Buona- 
parte's appointment to the command of the army of Italy. The marriage took place 
March 9, 1796. The bride being thirty-three and the groom but twenty-seven, she 
entered her age on the re|>:ister as four years youug^er than she was and be one year 
older* 
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their position^ and bayoneted the cannoneers at their gnns. 
The Austrians fled and took refuge in the mountains of 
the Tyrol. 

Authorized Pillage. — Now commenced a system of spo- 
liation unknown to modem warfare. Not only was war to 
support war, but to enrich the victor. Contributions were 
levied upon the vanquished states. A body of savants was 
sent to Italy to select the treasures of art from each con- 
quered city. The Pope was forced to give twenty-one mil- 
lions of francs, one hundred pictures, and five hundred manu- 
scripts. The Duke of Parma was assessed two millions of 
francs and twenty pictures. The wants of the army were 
supplied, and millions of money were sent to Paris. The 
officers and commissioners seized whatever they wished — 
provisions, horses, etc. — without pay. Pavia made some little 
resistance, and was given up to pillage for twenty-four hours. 
Moreover, a swarm of jobbers, contractors, and speculators of 
all sorts, hovered about the army, and gorged themselves to 
repletion. Most of the generals acquired fortunes during 
the campaign. Napoleon alone returned as poor as when he 
went. The Italians, weary of the Austrian yoke, had at first 
welcomed the French with fStes and rejoicings, but they soon 
found that their new masters, who came as brothers, plun- 
dered them like robbers. 

Battles of Castiglione and Bassano.— Sixty thousand 
Austriaus, under Wurmser, were now marching in separate 
divisions on opposite sides of Lake Garda, in order to envelop 
the French in their superior numbers. Buonaparte, throw- 
ing all his strength first to the left, checked the force on 
the western bank ; then turning to the right, routed the main 
body at Castiglione (teel-y6-na). Wurmser, like Beaulieu, fell 
back into the Tyrol. Reinforced, he made a new essay. 
But ere he could debouch from the passes, Buonaparte 
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plQDged into the gorges of the mountains, and fell upon 
him at Bassano. Wurmser, shut up by the Adige on one side 
and an army in hot pursuit on the other, fled down the river, 
seeking anxiously a place for crossing. At last, by a mere 
chance, he escaped and took refuge behind the walls of 
Mantua. 

Battle of Arcole. — Owing to successes in Germany,* 
the Austrians were able to concentrate their forces on Buo- 
naparte. Two armies had already disappeared ; a third now 
arrived under Alvinzi. Leaving Verona by the southern gate, 
Buonaparte, with only 14,000 men, took the road for Milan. 
It was the route to France. Suddenly, however, turning to 
the north, he descended the Adige, crossed the river, and 
placed his army in the midst of a vast marsh, traversed only 
by two causeways. Fighting on these narrow roads, numbers 
were of no account. Augereau and Massena led the col- 
umns. At the bridge of Arcole, Buonaparte, seeing his 
grenadiers hesitate, seized a banner, and exclaiming, "Fol- 
low your general,** rushed forward. Lannes, while protect- 
ing him, received a third wound. An aide-de-camp dropped 
at his feet. Borne back in the arms of his soldiers, in the 
melie^ he fell into the marsh, and was with difficulty rescued. 
A ford was finally found, the bridge turned, and the Aus- 
trians, half-destroyed, were put to flight. The French en- 
tered Verona in triumph by the opposite gate from that by 
which they had gone out four days before. 

Battle of Rivoli.— Alvinzi, reinforced, again descended 

* Unfortunately, Camot ordered the armies of Jonrdan and Morean to operate 
separately. Prince Charles concentrated the Anstrians on Jonrdan, and^beat him at 
Wnrtzbarg, whence he soon after recrossed the Rhine. Morean was now left far 
adyanced in the enemies* territory. Charles tamed npon him, but Moreau retired 
through the Black Forest, stopping to inflict a serere lesson on his pursuers when- 
oyer they appeared too near, and, after twenty-six days, reached the French frontier 
without having left behind a gun or a man. The Austrians had attempted the same 
manoeuvre as the French at the opening of the Italian war, bnt Prince Charles wa? 
not 3aQnaparte, neitlier \ya8 l^oiei^u Beauliei;, 
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into Italy. The principal army advanced in two columns, 
the infantry in one and the cavalry and artillery in the other. 
Buonaparte saw that the only point where they could unite 
was on the semicircular plateau of Rivoli. As they debouched, 
he launched Joubert and then Massena upon them. Both 
columns recoiled in inextricable confusion. Leaving Joubert 
to complete the victory, Buonaparte hurried off with the 
division of Massena * to attack General Provera, who was 
hastening to the rescue of Mantua. Beaten twice and hunted 
on every track like a wounded stag, Provera was forced to 
lay down his arms. Wurmser, reduced to extremity, capit- 
ulated. Having vanquished three imperial armies in Italy, 
Buonaparte now forced the Alps, and advanced to within 
seventy-five miles of Vienna. The Austrian government, in 
consternation, asked for a suspension of arms. 

Downfall of Venice.— Meanwhile insurrections had 
broken out against the French in various parts of the Vene- 
tian territory. Buonaparte took summary vengeance. Troops 
were marched into the city, the government was abolished, 
a contribution of 6,000,000 francs was levied, and the nsual 
ransom of pictures and manuscripts exacted. 

The Treaty of Campo Formiot (1797) closed this 
famous campaign.^ Belgium was ceded to Prance, with the. 
long-coveted boundary of the Rhine. A Cisalpine Eepublic 

* This division fonght at Verona on the 13th of January, marched all that night to 
help Joubert who was ezhauHted by forty-eight houre' fighting, was in the battle of 
Rivoli the 14th, aud marched that night and the 15th to reach Mantua on the 16th. 
Marches, which with ordinary generals were merely the movements of troops, with 
Buonapart^ meant battles, and often decided the fate of a campaign. 

t So called from a mined castle near Udine, where it was concluded. 

t There being some delay on the part of the Austriun ambassador, Buonaparte rose 
suddenly in the midst of^ a conference, and^ seizing a valuafble vase — which was a 
present to the count from the Empress Catherine — dashed it to the floor, saying, *^ In 
this way, before the end of autumn, I will break in pieces your monarchy.^^ Bowing 
to the minister he then i-etired, and dii^patched a courier to the archduke announcing 
that he should resume hostilities in twenty-four hours. The terrified ambassador 
followed Buonaparte, and at once accepted tlie conditions of peac^. 
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was formed in Northern Italy. Austria was allowed to take 
Venice and its dependencies. 

At Paris. — On Buonaparte's return to Paris the capital 
shone with a splendor not seen since the days of Louis XIV. 
The Directory, dressed in Koman costume, received him in 
the court of the Luxembourg, at the foot of the altar of his 
country. As the youthful general came forward, his pale, 
slight form, his classical figure, his modest mien, struck every 
imagination.* While the air was still ringing with his praises, 
Buonaparte returned to his quiet home. Here he studiously 
shunned the public gaze, devoted himself to literary and 
scientific studies, and adopted a plainness of manners and 
life in striking contrast with the brilliancy of his late ex- 
ploits. 

Neighboring Republics. — ^The Directory endeavored to 
control neighboring governments as if they were French de- 
pendencies. The Assembly of Holland proving refractory, a 
military despotism was established. Insurrections were excited 
in Switzerland, the country was invaded by French armies, 
the Helvetian republic set up, and the usual rapacious con- 
tributions were exacted. The constitution of the Cisal- 
pine Eepublio was twice arbitrarily altered, and the people 
forced to maintain 25,000 soldiers. Naples was invaded, and 
the Parthenopean added to the list of republics. Home was 
occupied by the army,f and a republican government created. 
Before Napoleon left Italy, Genoa and the neighboring terri- 
tory had been formed into the Ligurian Republic. At the 
close of 1798 the Directory found itself at the head of no less 

* He was presented with a standard, on which were inscribed the recent achieve- 
ments of the army of Italy: "150,000 prisonere, 170 flags, 1,100 cannon, 67 engage- 
ments, and 18 pitched battles." 

t Never had Borne suffered such pillage as now. Not only were the palaces, 
chnrches, and convents robbed by the agents of the Directory, bat the Vatican was 
stripped to its walls, the very clothes of the Pope sold, and the rings torn from his 
fingers. The aged pontiff himself was taken to France, where he died. 
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than six republics, which included Holland, Switzerland, and 
Italy. 

An Expedition to Egypt (1798-9) having been pro- 
posed by Buonaparte, the plan was gladly accepted by the 
Directory,* and the conquerer of Italy Bet sail with 36,000 
men, the heroes of Rivuli and Arcole. He was accompanied 
by a numerous body of learned men, naturalists, geographers, 
artists, etc. Oti the way the island of Malta waa taken, the 



knights of St. John opening the gates of their fortress. 
Narrowly escaping the English cruisers under Nelson, the 
army was safely landed near Alexandria. 

Battle of the Pyramids. — Buonaparte hastened toward 
Cairo. Here the Mamelukes f had gathered to dispnte his 
advance. The French, drawn np in hollow squares, facing 
outward, with the artillery at the corners and baggage at the 

• Tbe DlrectoiT wsa Jealooe of ths homage pmld lo Bnonapirta, and diBlraetful of 
Uiepart be mlcbtplUfln an; fnlnrecriels ; wbile Buonapane's ardent mindwu tuO 
of ylBlonBOlgloiTtobcflolilevedIn tbeEaat, the lest of ancleDl empire. ToaUlhIa 
was ndded the facl that the conqoesl of Egypt wonld pave the way to a blow at the 
Eneltflli enpremaey In Inflia. 

-t The Uameliikep were the deKendanta of Cancaslan alavee. Bred to mllltar; 
•ervlce. iioount?d on Arab etceda, and armed with Damafcua sclmetarB, lliej wan 
tbe Sneet bonemen in tbe worid. and the real mleiB of Sgypt 
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centre, awaited the attack. " Soldiers ! ^' exclaimed Buona- 
parte, "from yonder pyramids forty centuries look down 
upon you." On came the magnificent horsemen of the 
desert, but they recoiled from the steady line of steel, while 
the rolling fire mowed them down on every side. The cap- 
ture of Cairo and the submission of Lower Egypt followed. 
Meanwhile the fleet left in the Bay of Aboukir was destroyed 
by Nelson. 

Organization of the Country. — Cut off from Europe, 
Buonaparte accommodated himself to the habits of the peo- 
ple, and rode a dromedary with the simplicity of an Arab 
sheik. He respected the religious belief of the inhabitants, 
who called him the favorite of Allah. He introduced the 
civilization and arts of the West. He established the Insti- 
tute of Cairo, in which the savants accompanying the expe- 
dition began their labors. * Desaix, " the just sultan,*' as the 
Arabs termed him, pushed into Upper Egypt, captured 
Thebes, and encamped beyond the cataracts of the Nile. 

Campaign in Syria. — Buonaparte now advanced into 
Syria, where he could at once protect Egypt and menace 
India and Constantinople. He crossed the desert, stormed 
Jaffa, and laid siege to Acre. Here he was checked by the 
bravery of the Turkish garrison, aided by Sidney Smith, the 
admiral of a small English fleet lying in the harbor. The 
Turks having advanced from Damascus to the relief of the 
city, Buonaparte, with Kleber and Murat, defeated them at 
the foot of Mount Tabor, with terrible slaughter. The siege 
was now renewed more fiercely than ever; but finally 
even Buonaparte's resolution gave way, and a retreat was 
ordered. 

* This proved the only permanent and valuable result of the expedition. Scientific 
men were the tme conquerors of B^ypt. During this occupation a French engineer 
discovered the famous " Rosetta stone ^'— the key to reading the Egyptian hierogly- 
phics. 
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Retreat — All the horrors of war fell upon the army 
during its retreat through the desert. Thirst, burning heat, 
and the ravages of the plague,* decimated their ranks. The 
road was strewn with those who, falling to die, with out- 
stretched arms reproached their fellows for their desertion. 
Buonaparte, dismounting, marched at the head of his men, 
sharing in their hardships and cheering them by his resolu- 
tion. Arriving in Egypt, Buonaparte almost annihilated a 
body of troops who had landed at Aboukir, thousands of 
these turbaned warriors throwing themselves into the sea 
to escape the sabres of Murat's cavalry. 

Return to France. — After the battle, negotiations were 
entered into for the exchange of prisoners. Sidney Smith 
having sent Buonaparte a package of newspapers, he spent 
all night in eagerly devouring the tidings from France. He 
saw the crisis which had arrived in its affairs — that ^Hhe 
pear was ripe,'* as he said — and resolved to abandon his 
brothers-in-arms and return home. Giving up the command 
to Kleber, and taking with him his favorite officers, Lannes, 
Murat, Berthier, Marmont, and Duroc, he set sail, escaped 
as by a miracle from the English cruisers, and surprised 
Josephine by his sudden appearance at their little home in 
Paris. 

The History of the Directory during these years 
(1797-9), aside from the exploits of Buonaparte, had been 
one of little promise to the republic. The grapeshot of the 
young Corsican on the 13th Vendemiaire extinguished neither 
the Jacobins nor the Royalists. The latter obtained a ma- 
jority in the Council of Five Hundred (1797), where they 

* At JafElEi the army rested two days. The plagae was at its height. Baonapane, 
it is said, Tisited the hospital and walked through the wards, affectiug a careless air 
and striking his boots with his riding-whip as he passed. When the army left, there 
were a few patients too ill to be removed. As they would probably be mnrdered by 
the Turks, Buonaparte proposed to Desgenette, the physician, to poison them. His 
noble reply was : ** My art teaches me to cure men, not to kill them." 
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elected Pichegru — an avowed friend of the Bourbons — as 
President, and Barth61emy — one of their partisans — as Direc- 
tor. Priests and emigrants returned in crowds, and Louis 
XVIII., brother of Louis XVI., already began to make his 
terms. 

Revolution of the 18th Fructidor (September 4, 
1797). — The majority of the Directory in this emergency 
resolved upon a coup dH 6t(it.* Augereau marched into Paris 
with 12,000 men and forty pieces of cannon, surrounded the 
Tuilleries, and arrested Pichegru and the leading Royalists. 
The Eepublican minority in the Councils hereupon rescinded 
the unfavorable elections in forty-eight departments, sen- 
tenced fifty-three deputies to transportation, together with 
two obnoxious Directors — Barthelemy, and Camot, who was 
opposed to using violence — annulled the offensive acts of 
their predecessors, and even sacrificed to their resentment 
the editors and proprietors of forty-two journals. New 
Jacobins coming in, the public exercise of the Christian reli- 
gion was forbidden, and the laws against priests and emigrants 
re-enacted in all their rigor. It was by the Directory thus 
revolutionized that Buonaparte was received on his return 
from Italy. The next year "their five majesties of the Lux- 
embourg," as the Directors were termed, again resorted to 
arms, and by a second coup d! etat (22d Floreal, May 11, 
1798), expelled from the Council the ultra-Republicans. 

Foreign Disaster had been added to domestic anarchy. 
The arrogant pretensions of the Directory and the rapid 
spread of republican principles caused a Second Coalition to 
be formed against France, composed of England, Russia, 
Austria, Turkey, and the two Sicilies. The campaign which 
followed had little interest. Buonaparte was in Egypt, and 

♦ This is a word for which as yet, happOy, we hare no English equivalent. It ii 
literally '*a stroke-of-state." 
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the fraits of Campo Formio were quickly lost. The French 
in Italy were defeated again and again by the Austrians and 
Eussians, under the famous Suwarrow (su-or-ro), the Invin- 
cible. Elsewhere there was a gleam of success. The English 
made an inglorious failure in an attempted descent on the 
coast of Holland, while in Switzerland Mass^na routed the 
Eussian general Korsakoff at Zurich, and Suwarrow lost 
three-fourths of his army in trying to support his colleague. 

Condition of the Country. — ^The Directory, meanwhile 
had become notoriously corrupt as well as tyrannical. Bar- 
ras, its most conspicuous member, was styled "the rotten." 
The state was on the verge of dissolution. Bands of bri- 
gands abounded. The armies driven back upon the frontier 
were in want. All respect for law seemed gone, and force 
alone was master. A panic of fear and despair seized upon 
all. A dictatorship, royalty, anything which gave promise of 
quiet and safety, was better than the ruin which seemed to 
impend. At this moment it was announced that Buonaparte 
had landed at Fr6jus. Enthusiastic masses met him at every 
stage of his journey to Paris. AU eyes turned to him as the 
only hope of France. 

Revolution of the 18th Brumaire (N^ovember 9, 1799). 
— For a time Buonaparte watched the turn of aflFairs. He 
exchanged his uniform for the costume of the Institute. 
Eef using to identify himself with any party, he silently drew 
about him his friends. Talleyrand, minister of foreign 
affairs, was among the first to join the crowd. Si6y6s,* the 
most influential of the Directors, gave himself to the task of 
arranging a new coup d'etat. On the pretense of a Jacobin 
plot both the Councils were transferred to St. Cloud, so as to 

* " It needs," said S16yds, '' to save France a head and a sword/' He proposed to 
ftimiBh the former ; for the latter he allied himself with Buonaparte In the seqnel 
be found, as he predicted, the Corsican had both, saying to Talleyrand : " Nous ayons 
on maitre qui sait tont fiiire, qui pent tont faire, et qui yeat tout faire." 
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be removed from the sympathy and aid of the capital. 
Bnonaparte was given commaiid of the army in Paris. 
SifiySs and Ma colleague Ducos broke up the government by 
refii^iiig their offices. The nest day Buonaparte appeared 
before the Council of Fire Hundred. His explanations were 



crowd rushed forward with threatening gestures. Buona- 
parte turned pale and was borne away by his grenadiers, 
who rushed in to save their chief The cry of outlaw was 
raised. It was the terrible cry which had mined Robes- 
pierre. Luoien refused to put the question to vote. Buona- 
parte sent in a platoon of grenadiers to bring out his brother, 
who, mounting a liorse, harangned the troops and pronounced 
the Council dissolved. Then taking a sword, he turned 
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toward Buonaparte, exclaiming, " I swear to run this through 
my own brother if ever he strikes a blow at the liberties of 
the French." He was answered by a cheer. Murat at once 
led forward a column of men at a quick step. They entered 
the hall with fixed bayonets. The officers waved their swords 
and shouted " Forward ! '' The roll of the drums drowned 
the last cry of Vive la Eepublique. The deputies escaped at 
the windows. The revolution was achieved. As Buonaparte 
boasted, it had not " cost a drop of blood.'* Libei-ty only was 
strangled. Lucien, collecting about thirty of the Council 
who were friendly, hastened to establish a temporary govern- 
ment. Buonaparte, Si6y^s, and Duces w^ere appointed pro- 
visional consuls, and a committee nominated to revise the 
constitution. 

The Constitution of the Tear VIII. was elaborately 
contrived by Si6ySs. There were to be three consuls chosen 
for ten years — Buonaparte and two others named by him. 
The laws, prepared under the order of the consuls by a 
Council of State named by the consuls and liable to be re- 
voked by them, were to be discussed by a Tribune, and 
voted or rejected by a Legislature. The 5,000,000 of electors 
in France — all persons over twenty-one years— rwere to choose 
one-tenth of their number ; this tenth, a tenth of its num- 
bers ; and this again a tenth. From the last list of about 
5,000 a senate was to select the Tribune and Legislature. 

Satisfaction of France. — This constitution was ratified 
by a popular vote of over 3,000,000 against 1,500. It was 
evident that, in the overthrow of the Directory and in his 
assuTnption of power, Buonaparte had France on his side. 
The fire of the Revolution had died out. The people desired 
neither the ancient despotism nor Jacobinic anarchy. They 
had failed to secure anything between these extremes. Buo- 
naparte, by his splendid military success, had only hastened a 
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change which was certain. " The hour had come and found 
the man." Tired of strife, France longed for a strong hand 
to steady and control the raging factions. 



8. — THE CONSULATE. 
1799 to 1804 = 5 Years. 

The Consular Government. — Buonaparte now took 
up his residence in the Tuileries, where the consular court 
was established. As he entered the palace he saw a few caps 
of liberty which had been accidentally left hanging on some 
spears. " Take away that rubbish/' said he. Every branch 
of government quickly felt Buonaparte's magic touch. Forced 
taxes on the rich were abolished. Provision was made for 
the payment of the debt. At the first sign of order, trade 
revived and the revenue increased. Banditti were extir- 
pated; the churches thrown open for worship; the law of 
hostages was repealed; the heathenish decade abolished 
and the Sabbath restored ; the imprisoned priests were re- 
leased, and the laws against emigrants relaxed. The former 
intendants of departments were revived under the name of 
Prefects, who were responsible only to the First Consul. 
Within six months, confidence was restored, but all jour- 
nals opposed to him had been suppressed, and a system of 
secret police * established, to keep him informed of what 
was transpiring in all parts of France. 

War against Austria (1800).— Buonaparte at first sought 
to maintain friendly relations with the other powers of Europe. 
Austria rejected his advances, and George III. of England did 
not deign even to reply to his ictter. Hostilities, therefore, 

* Foachd wap the head of this department. A man of wonderftil ability, bnt one 
in whom BaonoDarte had bo little confidence that he appointed spies to watch him. 
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sooii broke out Two armies were placed in the field ; one 
under Moreau in Germany^ and one under Masa^na in Italy. 
The former, by superior strategy, drove the Austrian army, 
under General Kray, from point to point, until he took refuge 
in an intrenched camp at Ulm. Mass^na^ overwhelmed by 
General Melas, with superior forces, was driven, with half his 
army, behind the entrenchments of Genoa. While the two 
Austrian armies were thus detained so far distant, Buona- 
parte secretly gathered his forces on the Swiss frontier, in 
order to cross the Alps, and renew the glories of his Italian 
conquests. 

Passage of St. Bernard. — Great difficulties were ex- 
perienced in this famous undertaking. The cannon were 
dismounted, placed in hollow logs, and one hundred men 
harnessed to each. The ammunition and baggage were car- 
ried on mules. A division set off at a time, starting just 
after midnight, to avoid the avalanches. On the edge of 
precipices and amid eternal snow and ice the French soldiei's 
encouraged each other with songs, and, when an almost in- 
surmountable obstacle appeared, dashed forward with cheers, 
the trumpets sounding the charge. When all difficulties 
seemed conquered, the advance was unexpectedly checked 
by the little fortress of Bard, which commanded a narrow 
pass. The infantry and cavalry forced a way along the pre- 
cipitous sides of the mountain. Straw was strewn on the 
road by night, and the artillery drawn past under the very 
guns of the fort. Other divisions crossed by Mont Cenis and 
Mont St. Gothard, and the entire army entered Milan in 
triumph. 

Battle of Marengo. — M^las was long ignorant of the 
storm gathering on the crest of the Alps. Informed that 
an enemy was in his rear, he refused to believe it. When 
he could no longer doubt, he hastily gathered his scattered 
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forces, and surprised the French in march across the fields 
of Marengo. Buonaparte was caught. Defeat seemed in- 
evitable. Desaixy however, who was miles away, heard the 
roar of the cannon. Without waiting for orders, he turned 
back with his division. On the road he met courier after 
courier urging him to hasten. As be rushed upon the field 
through the fiightened fugitives, he found Buonaparte. 
"One battle is lost," said Desaix, "but there is time to win 
another." The consul rode down the lines, exclaiming: 
" Soldiers, we have gone far enough ; you know it is my 
custom to sleep on the field of battle." Desaix now charged 
upon the advancing columns of the Austrians,but fell pierced 
by a ball. At that moment Kellermann, who was hidden 
behind a vineyard, hurled his terrible dragoons on the ene- 
mies' fiank. Six thousand Austrians laid down their arms in 
dismay. The rest fled. Melas was forced to retire beyond 
the Mincio, and surrender Northern Italy. Buonaparte re- 
turned to Paris, from which he had been absent only two 
months. 

Surrender of liiCassena. — ^During all this time Buona- 
parte had done nothing for Mass^na; and in the pursuit of 
his own glory had left his lieutenant and his little army in 
Genoa to starve and finally surrender. For nearly two weeks 
their only food had been a few ounces daily of a miserable 
bread made of starch and cocoa, while the inhabitants lived 
on roots and grass gathered from the ramparts. Apparently 
Mass^na had failed, but by occupying the attention of so 
large a part of the Austrian army, he had rendered Marengo 
posdble. 

Battle of Hohenlinden. — Moreau, having taken Munich, 
now advanced againsb the Austrians under the Archduke 
John. He at last caught them entangled in long columns in 
the gloomy forest of Hohenlinden, and beat them with great 
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loss. Thence he rapidly pushed forward to the gates of 
Vienna, when the frightened monarch hegged for a suspen- 
sion of arms. 

The Treaty of Lnneville (1801), concluded soon after 
with Austria, was nearly identical with that of Campo For- 
mic. England, however, refused to make peace. She was 
now mistress of the sea, as Prance was of the land. Malta 
having surrendered to the British, communication with Egypt 
became diflBcult. Kleber, who had been left in command, 
was assassinated the same day that Desaix fell at Marengo. 
Menou, his successor, defeated by the English, evacuated 
the country (1801). Soon after, Pitt, the English prime 
minister, and most bitter enemy of France, retired from 
office. 

The Treaty of Amiens (1802) sheathed the sword for 
a time. England surrendered all her conquests except Trin- 
idad and Ceylon. Malta was to be restored to the Knights 
of St. John. 

Govemxnent. — "I shall now give myself to the adminis- 
tration of Prance," said Buonaparte. The social frame was 
broken and disjointed, but feudal shackles had been thrown 
off, land had been set free, and the nation, in general, had 
perfect confidence in its young and brilliant leader. The 
opportunity for reorganization was a rare one. Commerce, 
agriculture, manufactures, education, religion, arts and sci- 
ences, each received his careful thought. He restored the 
Catholic Church in accordance with the celebrated Con- 
cordat (1801), the Pope renouncing all claims to the lands 
confiscated by the revolution, and the government agree- 
ing to provide for the maintenance of the clergy. He 
established a unifoim system of weights and measures, now 
familiar as the Metric System (November 2, 1801). He fused 
the heterogeneous and conflicting mass of laws into what is 
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still known as the Napoleonic Code.* He instituted a sys- 
tem of public instruction. He abolished the fantastic repub- 
lican calendar (January 1, 1806). He repaired the roads and 
built new ones, among which was the magnificent rout^ over 
the Simplon Pass into Italy, even now the wonder of travel- 
lers. He organized the Bank of France on its present basis. 
He erected magnificent bridges across the Seine. He created 
the Legion of Honor, which was to be a means of rewarding 
distinguished merit in every department of life. 

Conspiracies. — Buonaparte, by his amazing success, had 
disappointed and enraged both the Koyalists and the Jacob- 
ins. Both parties plotted, and the former nearly succeeded 
in an attempt at assassination (1800). A barrel of powder 
and projectiles, placed on a cart, and furnished with a slow 
match, was left in a narrow street through which it was 
known Buonaparte would go on his way to the opera. The 
explosion occurred just after he had passed. Fifty-two per- 
sons were killed or wounded. A second conspiracy (1804) 
was detected by Fouch6, in which were implicated Pichegru, 
Moreau, and Cadoudal. f They were arrested. Moreau, who, 
it was found, had revolted at the idea of assassination, was, 
however, banished to the United States. Pichegru was found 
dead in prison. Cadoudal was executed. 

Duke d' Enghein. — In the course of this examination 
reference was made to a prince who was implicated in 
the plot. Suspicion fell on the Duke d' Enghein, a lineal 
descendant of Cond6 the Great, then residing in Baden. 
With no evidence to support the charge, he was seized by 
Buonaparte's agents, though in a foreign country, brought to 
Paris, tried by a military commission, condemned, and shot 

♦ Voltaire said that a person travelliDg: by poet through France changed laws 
oftener than horses. There were at least three hundred separate systems. 

t A Breton chief of the Chouans, already noted for his hardihood during the Ven- 
d^an War. 
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the same night in the fosee of the fortress of Yincennes. 
The Tiolation of neutral territory, the mockery of a trial, the 
hour and haste of the execntion, all gave to this act the 
appearance of an assassination. It aronsed the most intense 
excitement throughout Europe, and remains a dark blot on 
Buonaparte's life.* 

War with lin^and (1805). — The prosperity and growth 
of France was a constant menace and source of jealousy to 
England; while causes of 
dissension were continually 
arising between these old- 
time foes. England at last 
refused to evacuate Malta 
according to the treaty of 
Amiens, and seized all the 
French vessels lying in 
. Euglisb porta. In retnm, 
I Buonaparte took into custo- 
dy over 10,000 English trav- 
ellers in France. The most 
extensive preparations were made for an invasion of England. 
Oue hundred and fifty thousand men were trained and admi- 
rably disciplined for this enterprisft A vast fleet of trans- 
ports were collected at Boulogne and other porta, where the 
troops were practiced in embarking and disembarking rapidlyr 
so that within a single tide the entire flotilla could be ready 
for sea-t England was thrown into a paroxysm of alarm, 
while her coasts were thronged with oampe and Tolnnteers, 
and the Channel was crowded with ships of war. 
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4.— THE EMPIRE. 

180i to 1814=10 Years. 

Buonaparte Becomes Emperor. — ^Buonaparte bad al- 
ready been declared consul for life by the almost unanimous 
suffrages of the nation (1802). Immediately after the last 
conspiracy, he was proclaimed by the Senate emperor, under 
the title of Napoleon I. The nation, alarmed by the recent 
peril of its idolized chief, sanctioned the decree by a yote of 
over 3,500,000 against 2,500. All the European kingdoms, 
except England, Eussia, and Turkey, recognized the new 
monarch. Pius VII. himself crossed the Alps to assist in 
the coronation. Never had Notre Dame witnessed a more 
gorgeous ceremony. The Pope poured on the head of the 
kneeling sovereign the mystic oil; but, as he lifted the 
crown. Napoleon took it from his hands, placed it on his 
own head, and afterward crowned Josephine Empress. As 
the hymn was sung which Charlemagne heard when saluted 
Emperor of the Romans, the shouts within the walls of 
Notre Dame reached the crowd without, and all Paris rung 
with the acclamations. Crossing the Alps, the new emperor 
took at Milan the iron crown of the Lombards, and his step- 
son, Eugene Beauhamais, received the title of Viceroy of 
Italy. The Genoese territory was annexed to France. Hol- 
land and the German states along the Rhine were entirely 
under French influence. Switzerland, overawed, had pro- 
claimed Napoleon "The Grand Mediator of the Helvetic 
Confederation." The empire of Charlemagne seemed already 
revived, with its seat at Paris instead of Aix-la-Chapelle. 

A Third Coalition was now formed to resist the ambi- 
tious projects of Napoleon. It consisted of England, Austria, 
and Russia. Napoleon, unable to get the command of the 
11 
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Channel, gare up the project of inrading England, and Bitd- 

denly threw his army across France, in order to attack the 

Aastrians before the arrival of the Kussians. While he was 

thought to be still watching the white cliffs of Albion, he 

suddenly croeeed the Rhine, and, throwing a "circle of iron 

and fire" about General 

Mack, compelled him to 

capitulate, with hia entire 

army, at Ulm (1805). 

Within three weelcs a 

force of 80,000 men 

had disappeared. Vienna 

opened its gates to the 

conqueror.* 

Battle of Aoster- 
litz. — Thence Napoleon 
pushed forvrard to Bruunf 
against the Anstro-Bns- 
sian army, under the 

BH PRESS lOSBPHtHS. -^ -,-• ■ , 

iLmperors francis and 
Alexander. They advanced to the heights of Austerlitz, 
manceuvring to outflank the French and cut off their retreat 
to Vienna. With ill-concealed joy Napoleon watched their 
forces during the whole day moving on the heights in front, 
"Before to-raorrow night that army is ours," he triumphantly 
declared. In the morning, as the snn rose clear and bright, 
Napoleon rode down the lines, exclaiming : " This campaign 
must be finiehed by a clap of thunder." The men answered 
with a shout. Twenty-five thousand men were suddenly 
launched against the enemy's weakened centre. The height 

• Two Iboneaod cannon were tooDd In (he flrsensls, Prom the brass plecM «u 
cast tha colamn of Place VeudSme. Paris. 

t In tbree tnanlba tbe BoMierK bid marched 1,500 mllea. "Be roakea ni Bf^" 
Blld Ibey, " Willi DDrlej[B iaatead of our arms." 
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of Pratzen, the key of their position, was taken, and their 
Hue cut. The catastrophe was terrible. Whole divisions 
laid down their arms. Two thousand men tried to escape on 
a frozen lake, but the ice, broken by the cannon-shot which 
rained upon it, gave way, and the whole number sank with 
a cry of despair. The sun of Austerlitz saw the coalition go 
down in this crushing defeat. 

Battle of Trafalgar. — In the midst of these successes 
came news of a great disaster. The day after Mack's sur- 
render, the combined fleets of France and Spain, assembled 
to cover the expected descent on England, were attacked by 
Nelson off Cape Trafalgar, and totally destroyed. The ques- 
tion of English naval supremacy was henceforth settled, 
and Napoleon was forced to fight on land. 

The Treaty of Presburg. — Two days after "the battle 
of the three emperors," Francis came a suppliant to Napo- 
leon's tent. He was forced to surrender his Venetian spoils 
to Italy. The electors of Bavaria and Wurtemberg were 
made kings, and their territories increased at the expense 
of Austria. Soon after (1806) Francis gave up the title of 
Emperor of Germany, which had existed for one thousand 
years, and assumed that of Emperor of Austria. The king 
of Naples was dethroned for having joined the coalition. 
The Russian army was allowed to return home. The king 
of Prussia,* who was awaiting the result of this campaign, 
ready to join either side, received Hanover as the price of an 
alliance with France. 

Royal Vassals and New Nobles.— Napoleon, in order 
to strengthen his power, now sought to surround France by 
royal vassals and fiefs of the empire, after the manner of 

• Dnrinff a visit of the Czar at Berlin, he and Frederick William of Prnpsia, at the 
tomb of Frederick the Great, swore eternal hatred to Napoleon. Within a month 
William sent to congratulate the conqueror of Austerlitz. Napoleon coldly remarked ; 
** This pompliment was meant for another, hnt Fortune bw changed the address," 
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Charlemagne, his grand ideal. Seventeen states of Ger- 
many were united in the Confederation of the Khine, in 
close alliance with France. Royalties were assigned to his 
brothers : to Louis, that of Holland ; Jerome, that of West- 
phalia; Joseph, that of Naples. His sisters, Eliza and Pau- 
line, were made duchesses. Murat receiyed the grand duchy 
of Berg; Berthier, the province of Neuchdtel; Talleyrand, 
that of Benevento; and Bernadotte, that of Ponte-Corvo. 
Twenty-two duchies were distributed among his companions 
in arms and most deserving servants. Titles and orders were 
lavishly bestowed. A new order of nobility, which had found 
its parchments on the field of battle, was formed around the 
crowned soldier. All were fiefs of the emperor, all owed 
power to him, and depended upon him for their existence. 

War with Pruseda (1806). — Prussia was restive under 
the galling yoke of the emperor. At last, discovering that 
Napoleon had secretly offered to restore Hanover to England, 
she drew the sword. A fourth coalition was formed by Prus- 
sia, Eussia, England, Saxony, and Sweden. But Napoleon 
was already in Germany. The grand army soon poured 
through the defiles of Franconia, and at Jena repeated the 
audacious exploits of Marengo and of Ulm. By cutting a 
road up the almost impassable heights of the Landgrafen- 
berg, Napoleon stole into the rear of the Prussians, who 
were expecting his advance in the opposite direction. Early 
the next morning the French broke through the mist like 
a torrent, and defeated them with fearful slaughter. Mean- 
while Davout, at Auerstddt, with only 26,000 men, barred 
the route of the Duke of Brunswick, who had 60,000. The 
marshal had orders to hold his post to the death. He did 
more. He routed the enemy. The fugitives from the two 
fields of battle mingled in the retreat and scattered over 
the country. Cities and fortresses surrejidered without ft 
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shot. ** The dates of October were but resting-places of the 
French eagles in their flight; fix)m victory to victory." In a 
single month the conquest of Prussia was complete. Napo- 
leon entered Beriin amid the tears of the populace. He rifled 
the tomb of Frederick the Great, plundered the museums 
and galleries, and threatened to reduce the haughty nobility 
so low that they would be forced to beg their bread.* 

Berlin Decrees (1806). — ^Unable to meet England on the 
ocean. Napoleon determined to destroy her commerce. The 
famous decrees issued at Berlin declared the British Isles in 
a state of blockade, prohibited all trade with England, confis- 
cated the property or merchandise of British subjects, and 
forbade any vessel from an English port or colony to land in 
France. The '* Continental System," as it was called, was, 
however, from the flrst a failure. Napoleon had no navy to 
enforce it. English goods were smuggled wherever a British 
vessel could float, often with the connivance of French oflB- 
cials themselves. It is said that Manchester prints were worn 
even in the Tuileries. 

War with Russia (1807). — The Bussians taking the 
initiative, a winter campaign in Poland ensued. The battle of 
EylaUy fought amid blinding snow, was bloody but indecisive. 
It was the first contest in which Napoleon could only claim 
the field. Reinforcements were summoned from every quar- 
ter. Eighty thousand conscripts — the third levy since the 
war began — were enrolled by the obsequious Senate. The 
Confederation of the Rhine increased its contingent. In the 
spring Napoleon renewed the struggle. The Russian General 
Beningsen having crossed the River Alle to attack the ex- 
posed corps of Marshal Lannes at Friedland, the main body 
of the French came up, and he was compelled to fight a 

* Such enormoiiB contribations were levied, tbat, to raise the amoant, the women 
gave up their ornaments, and wore rings of Berlin iron— sine* tl^en pot^d \n ^9 
patriotic annalfi of Prussia. 
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superior force, with his army hemmed in, upon the high 
banks of a deep river. Broken, hurled back upon the bridges, 
or forced into the water, the Russians were defeated with 
great slaughter. 

Treaty of Tilsit. — Alexander now sued for peace.* The 
kingdom of Westphalia was carved out of Prussia and added 
to the Confederation of the Ehine. Her Polish territory was 
given to Saxony. No sacrifices were wrung from the Czar. 
Won by Napoleon's wiles, he entered into an alhance whereby 
they were to support each other in their ambitious schemes. 

Conquest of Portugal (1807). — Portugal refusing to 
accept the Continental System, and to close her ports against 
English merchandise, her capital was occupied by French 
troops. The regent fled to Brazil. 

War in Spain. — The scandalous divisions of the royal 
family of Spain f at this time invited Napoleon's interference. 
Murat invaded Spain and took possession of Madrid. Ferdi- 
nand and Charles IV. were forced to resign the crown into 
the hands of their "dearly beloved friend and ally, the 
Emperor of the French," who conferred it on his brother 
Joseph, then king of Naples. Spanish pride was now aroused. 
Patriotic and fanatic ardor blazed throughout the kingdom. 
More Frenchmen perished by the knife than by the sword. 
Dupont was surrounded in the wild passes of Andalusia, and 
compelled to surrender with 20,000 men. Saragossa, with- 
out regular fortifications, heroically defended herself for two 
months. Joseph sat on his ill-gotten throne only eight daya 

♦ " I hate the Eoglish as much as you do," were almost the first words as he 
stepped upon the raft in the River Nlemen, on which the two emperors met " In 
that case," said Napoleon, "peace is made." 

t Charles IV. was king of Spain, but the real ruler was Don Manuel Qodoy, " Prince 
of Peace," whom the fevor of the queen had raised to the highest post of honor. 
Ferdinand, the heir-apparent, was jealous of the influence of Godoy, and often 
opposed the king and queen. He had applied to Napoleon for assistance in remov- 
ing Oodoy from power, and, on the other hand, Napoleon had treated with Godoy 
fpr the division of Portugal. 
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The Portuguese, too, rose in arms. The English, under Sir 
Arthur Wellesley, came to their aid, and, by the victory of 
Vimeiray secured the evacuation of Portugal. For the first 
time the eagles had been checked in their flight. Napoleon 
himself now crossed the Pyrenees with the famous captains 
and the legions of the Grand Army, defeated the Spaniards 
in three great battles, and replaced Joseph on the throne. 
Marshal Soult followed the English army, under Sir John 
Moore,* to the sea, where they took ship for home. 

War with Austria (1809). — ^England, Austria, Spain, 
and Portugal now formed a fifth coalition against France. 
Austria, availing herself of the absence of the Grand Army 
in Spain, took the field with 500,000 men. Napoleon hurried 
across the Ehine, and in five days of successive combats took 
60,000 men, 100 pieces of artillery, and drove the archduke 
Charles across the Danube. Within a month from the break- 
ing out of hostilities. Napoleon entered Vienna a second time. 

Battle of Aspem. — The archduke being reinforced, 
took up a position opposite Vienna. Napoleon thereupon 
attempted to cross the Danube. When only a part of his 
army had passed, the archduke fell upon it, and for thirty 
hours struggled to hurl it back into the river. In the 
desperate contest the gardens and houses of the little village 
of Aspem were taken and retaken fourteen times. Twice 
the bridges were broken down by a rise in the Danube. For 
the first time Napoleon ordered a retreat. It was only by 
the most desperate exertions that the shattered fragments 
of the army were withdrawn into the little island of Lobau. 
Forty thousand men fell on both sides — the population of a 
city — and yet no definite result was secured. 

* This gallant officer was mortally wounded Jast before the embarkation. His 
body, wrapped in his military doak, was hastily boried on the ramparts, 

^*By the straggling moonbeam^s misty light, 
And tb9 lantern dimly burning." 



Battle of Wagram. — The island y/se quickly fortified. 
EesBrTes were Bummoned from Italy and the Bhine. Witbiu 
ail weeks tjiey began to arrive, and in two days 150,000 men 
were gathered under the imperial eagles. One dark night, 
in the midst of a terrible thunder-storm, six bridges were 



thrown across the Danube below the island, and the momiug 
found the French grouped in a dense mass on the opposite 
bank. The Austrians, abandoning the formidable but now 
useless entrenchments they had thrown up to debar the 
passage in front of Loban, took up their position on the 
heights of Wagram. The archduke attempted to cut off 
the French from the river. His powerful right wing swept 
along the Danube, driving eyerything before it, like cha£ 
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The ciy, " The bridges are taken," was already heard in the 
ranks. Word came to Napoleon that the rear was threat- 
ened, but he did not answer. His eye was fixed on the 
right, where Davout was to begin thej, attack. Suddenly 
he caught the roar of his guns. At once he ordered 
Macdonald to charge upon the centre of the Austrian line. 
Drouet (drua), with 100 guns, advanced at the gallop to 
open a path. Steadily Macdonald toiled up the hill in the 
face of a terrible fire. When he stopped at the crest and 
looked back, a windrow of bodies marked the way by which 
he had come. But he had pierced the centre. The Young 
Guard, under Keille, came to his aid. Napoleon ordered an 
instant advance along the whole hue. Soon the Austrians 
were in full retreat, and Napoleon stood in triumph on the 
hills of Wagram.* 

The Peace of Vienna ^^as more humiUating than that 
of Presburg. Napoleon exacted a territory containing 
3,400,000 inhabitants, a reduction of military power, a large 
money indemnity, the blowing up of the walls of Vienna, 
and adherence to the Continental System. 

War in Spain (1809-10). — During the campaign in 
Austria, over 300,000 French soldiers were in Spain, but 
Napoleon was not there. Jealousies, lack of co-operation, 
and the difficulties of a guerilla warfare, prevented any great 
success. Soult invaded Portugal, and occupied Oporto. 
Wellesley, being appointed to the chief command of the 
English troops, crossed the Douro in open day in the face 
of the Marshal, and at last drove him out of the country. 
Joining the Spaniards, Wellesley then defeated Joseph in the 

* It was such a blow as Napoleon had delivered at Ansterlitz and Jena, but it 
produced no such consequences as upon those brilliant fields. The Anstrians retired 
in good order. Napoleon^s old veterans had perished. The conscripts and the 
strangers he now led had none of the revolutionary fire. His genius won many more 
victories alter that, but he never saw another Austerlitz. 
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great battle of Talavera. Soult, Ney, and Mortier coming 
up, he retreated into Portugal. The next year he fell back 
before the superior forces of Mass^na into the fortified lines 
of Torres Vedras. Mass6na remained in front of this im- 
pregnable position until starvation forced him to retire into 
Spain. His watchful antagonist instantly followed him, and 
it was only by consummate skill that the French captain 
escaped with the wreck of his army. The victories of 
Alhuera and Salamanca, and the capture of Ciudad Eodrigo 
and Badajoz cost the French the peninsula south of Madrid. 
Joseph's throne was only held up on the point of French 
bayonets. 

Divorce and Marriage. — Disappointed at having no 
heir to succeed to his empire, Napoleon now committed the 
coldest and most heartless act of his reign. Josephine — to 
whom he was indebted for his firtffc appointment to the Army 
of Italy, and no small share of his subsequent popularity; 
who had always manifested for him the most intense affec- 
tion, and who had presided over his court with singular grace 
— was divorced (1809). With sorrowful dignity she retired 
to Malmaison. In the spring of 1810, Napoleon married the 
young Archduchess Marie Louise, daughter of the emperor 
of Austria. Pretty and amiable, she brought him no 
strength of character; while his desertion of Josephine 
cost him the sympathy of many of his people, and seemed 
an abandonment of the principles which had raised him 
to power. 

Despotism of the Napoleonic Rnle.—The Pope hav- 
ing refused to continue the Continental blockade, was de- 
throned. Excommunicating Napoleon, he was seized and 
finally carried captive to Fontainebleau. ** Learn," said the 
emperor to the kings, his brothers, " that your first duties 
are due to me and France." Louis, failing to execute the 
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Continental System, was forced to abdicate. The Hanseatic 
towns — Hamburg, Bremen, and Lubeck — the Duchy of 
Oldenburg, Holland, and the Koman States were arbitrarily 
annexed to the empire. The Tribune, the only body in the 
French government with the right of discussion, was abol- 
ished. The Council of State, the Senate and the Legislative 
bodies were appointed by Napoleon himself and subject to 
his control. The educational system was reorganized by 
the establishment of the University of France, which em- 
braced every school in the country, and the officers of which 
were responsible to him alone. The press was subjected to 
the severest censorship. No news could be published, unless 
it had already appeared in the Moniteur, a journal exclu- 
sively under his control. The ordinary tribunals were too 
slow, and Napoleon summarily imprisoned or exiled those 
who incurred his displeasure. Many of the best writ- 
ers, as Madame de Stael and Chateaubriand, fled to escape 
his vengeance. The prisons were filled with persons arrested 
by processes as arbitrary as the old lettres de cachet. 

Olory of the Napoleonic Rule. — The French Empire 
now comprised 130 departments and 50 millions of people. 
It was surrounded by a cordon of dependent kings and 
nobles. Bernadotte, a French marshal, had been elected 
king of Sweden. The Continental blockade was acknowl- 
edged over the entire continent. Paris was adorned by such 
structures as the Madeleine and the Arch of Triumph — 
which are to-day the admiration of travellers, and render 
that city the most beautiful in the world. Vast improve- 
ments were made in all parts of the country. Canals, roads, 
quays, bridges, palaces, public buildings, museums, fountains, 
betokened the wisdom of his administration. The birth of a 
son — proclaimed King of Rome in his cradle — seemed to 
have set the seal on Napoleon's fortune. 
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Perils of tiie Napoleonic Rnle.— The storm deetiaed 
to orerwhelm all this greatness was &8t gathering. The 
peninsula was devonnDg his beat soldiers. The prestige of 
his invincibility was gone. The superb strategy of Welling- 
ton had kindled 
1 hopes of at last staj- 
I ing the tida Gee- 
I many was drawing 
j together, and secret 
I societies were form- 
] ing at every point to 
1 resist the liat«d in- 
vader. The Conti- 
TH« HADBLBiHB.* uental Systflm had 

caused frightful distress in every commennal city, checked 
trade and commerce, deprived the people of the conveniences 
of life, and awakened general discontent. Almost every fam- 
ily on the Continent secretly wished for the overthrow of his 
vexatious tyranny. In France the Austrian marriage was 
anpopular.f Taxation and bankruptcies had enormoasly in- 
creased. The conscription had anticipated the regular 

• This jugniflcent eOMce was rae Bpectol pride of Nspoleon. wbo Inleoded It u a 
Femple of Fame, In honor of tbe Orsnd Army. It 1b alleged tbat tt wu secretlr d«- 
slgned u an eipUlory monament (0 the memory of Lonls ZVX, Marie AntotocCte, 
and other TicHmB of ttae Revolnllon ; but popnlar passion ran so high at Ibe lime that 
Napoleon did not consider It prndeal to announce It as BDch. It waa not tborongUj 
completed ontll the rcleu of Iionlg Philippe. The balldlng Is Bnrronnded by Df^- 
Iwo Carlntblan calnmne. flflj teat high. The entablatore Is hlf(faly decorated with 
BcnlptoreB. atid the beantlfal broDie doore are aeeond only to those of St Peter's at 
Boioe. The interior ie pcofnsely ornamentad wltli spectmens of tbe cbolceet paint. 
Ing and Btatnary. 

i Napoleon's crnel divorce ttom Joeapblne, and fabseqnent marrlBfce with Harie 
LoolBe. hSTO been n-armlT defended b; Eoany of his BngUgb and Amerieau apol- 
ogists. It IS claimed as a noble Ulnstratlon of his Btrength of cbancter and bla 
nnBelflah devotion to France, shoving that be was tbns capable oT aacrUcing eveo 
Us most sacred aflbctlons on tbe altar of hia conntrj. No encb patriotic Impolse, 
however, prompted Napoleon to this step. He ehrewdlj thought that ■ mantage 
with a member of one of the tojai Ih™'"™ Of Enrope noold ^aann Iha hostUttj of 



growth of the nation,* and boys filled the army. "N"apoleon'B 
policy of treating other nations had rendered it necessary 
that either France should conquer all Europe, or Europe 
should conquer France. To rest was to totter. He dared 
too much and fell. 

War with Russia. — The warm friendship between 
Napoleon and Alexander had long since cooled. Kew 
causes of disagreement now arose. Alexander, bitterly re- 
senting the injury done his brother-in-law, Duke Oldenburg, 
(page 251) opened his ports to English, and closed them to 
French goods. Bussian troops began to collect along the 
frontiers. Bitter recriminations followed. Meanwhile the 
overbearing demands of Napoleon and the actual invasion 
of Sweden, forced Bemadotte to appeal to Alexander for 
help. War became inevitable. Napoleon madly resolved 
to invade Eussia. 

Invasion of Russia. — In the spring of 1812, armies, 
magnificently equipped and disciplined,- from all nations 
subject to Napoleon's sway, French, Austrians, Prussians, 
Poles,f Italians, Germans, Swiss, and even Spaniards and 
Portuguese, thronged the roads leading to the rendezvous in 
Poland. There were 640,000 infantry, 60,000 horse, and 
over 1,200 pieces of cannon. At Dresden, Napoleon held 
court for some weeks. Monarchs waited in his ante- 
chamber; while queens were Marie Louise's maids of honor. 
He crossed the Niemen (June 14). The Russians retired as 
the French advanced, clouds of Cossacks cutting off strag- 

♦ " Nataral death for a FreDchman had become that on the field of battle. In one 
year, 1400,000 Boldiers were drafted from a population already exhausted by 8000 
combats." The standard of heig^ht was reduced to five feet. 

t Large numbers of Poles enlisted in Napoleon^s army.led by ardent hopes that he 
would restore the ancient independence of their country. At Wilna a deputation 
met him, and urged him to take this step. He was, however, withheld by fear of 
his Anstrlaii and Prussian alliances. Many attribute his ultimate failure to thi« 
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glers and foraging parties, destroying crops, burning towns, 
and rendering the country a desert. But Napoleon pushed 
on, constantly persuing an ever-receding victory. At Boro- 
di7io, the Russians made a stand. After a fearful struggle 
the French only gained possession of the battle-field, the 
Russians retreating in good order. The loss on both sides 
was over 75,000. Forty-seven French generals were wounded. 
Eight days afterward, the vanguard from the heights of 
Mt Salutation caught sight of the gilded domes of Moscow. 
To their surprise they found it deserted. The next night the 
Russians fired the city in a thousand places. It soon became a 
sea of flames, swept by the wind. Nearly all Moscow sank 
into afihes. The French had found a new Spain under 
the pole. 

The Retreat. — Weeks were now wasted in useless nego- 
tiations. The blackened ruins of the city furnished no 
supplies. Famine was making sad havoc in the ranks of the 
army. Dread forebodings filled the hearts of all. The cold 
winds of a Russian winter were already beginning to blow. 
To advance was impossible. France was 3,000 miles away, 
yet retreat was the only alternative. Reluctantly the Em- 
peror yielded and Moscow was evacuated. The rear-guard 
blew up the Kremlin, the ancient palace of the Moscovite 
emperors. ^^Your war is ended, ours is about to begin,'* 
said old Kutusoff, the Russian general. Cold set in earlier 
than usual. The mercury suddenly sank to zero. The sol- 
diers, unused to the rigors of the north, died as they walked ; 
they perished if they stopped to rest. Hundreds lay down 
by the fires at night, and never rose in the morning. The 
horses failing, the cannon were abandoned and the cavalry 
dismounted. Wild Cossack troopers hovered about the rear, 
and hidden by the gusts of snow, dashed down upon the 
blinded column, with their long lances pierced far into the 
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THH RETR£*T FKOH MOSCOK'. length Otl tjlfi baCkS 

of their ponies, vaniahed in the falling sleet. At Krasnoi, 
Napoleon himself charged with the Old Guard. At the 
crossing of the Beresina, the bridges were broken down, 
while the rear-gaard was still fighting the enemy. Thou- 
sands were drowned, thousands fell under the Eussian sabres, 
and thousands were made prisoners. At Smorgoni, Napoleon 
gave up the command to Murat, and in disguise get off for 
Paris. All idea of discipline was now lost. The officers hid 
their eagles in their haversacks, or buried them in the 
ground. The army rapidly dissolved into a ma^ of straggling 
fugitives. Ney alone, " The bravest of the brave," with the 
rear-gaard, fighting, gnn in hand, kept back the pursuers, 
and wss the last of the Grand Army to leav« the Bussian 
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territory. Scarce 50,000 escaped over the Niemen, the shat- 
tered wreck of the mighty host which had crossed it only 
six months before. 

Uprising of Europe. — ^^The flames of Moscow were 
the funeral pyre of the empire." Northern Germany rose 
as by an inspiration. A sixth confederation against French 
domination was formed of Bussia, Frussiay England and 
Sweden. France, though cruelly stricken, strained every 
nerve to meet the crisis. Old soldiers were called out, the 
National Guards ordered into the ranks of the regular army, 
and the conscription of the next year anticipated. Half a 
million men were thus gathered about the eagles. Again 
Napoleon took the field (1813). Successful at Lutzen and 
at Bautzen, his star seemed about to emerge once more from 
the threatening clouds. An armistice and a Feace Con- 
gress at Faris gave the allies time for preparation. Austria 
now threw her sword in the scale. France stood alone 
against all Europe in arms. After a two-days battle at 
Dresden, the allies were defeated. The coalition seemed 
overcome. But where Napoleon was absent was utter failure. 
Macdonald was conquered in Silesia ; Ney, near Berlin ; Van- 
damme, at Kulm ; and Soult, at Vittoria ; while Wellington, 
having crossed the Bidassoa (Oct. 7), flushed with victory, 
set foot on French soil. 

Battle of Leipsic (Oct. 18).— The allies, now certain of 
success, converged from all sides. Napoleon fell back to 
Leipsic. Here was fought the *' battle of the nations," the 
greatest struggle of modem times. For three days, under 
the walls of this beautiful city, Napoleon, fairly brought to 
bay, struggled against enormous odds. At last the Saxons 
and the Wurtembergers deserted in the heat of the contest, 
and turned upon Napoleon their cannon charged with 
Fr^npb bujlets. Th^ ammunition began to f^iL A retjwt 
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was ordered across the Elster. All at once the single bridge 
by which the troops were passing was blown up. Twenty 
thousand men fell into the enemy's hands.* One-fifth only 
of the army escaped across the Bhine. 

Dissolution of Napoleon's Empire. — The gigantic 
empire which Napoleon had created by miUtary force, now 
rapidly crumbled to pieces. The French yoke was thrown 
off everywhere. The Confederation of the Rhine was dis- 
solved. The garrisons left in Germany surrendered. The 
kingdom of WestphaUa ceased to exist. Hanover reverted 
to England. Holland recalled the Stadtholders. Murat^ 
hoping to save his crown, offered to join Austria against 
France. Eugene fought for existence in Italy. A million 
soldiers, Austrians, Prussians, Russians, English, Swedes, 
Spaniards, closed in upon their prey. The emperor found 
himself fighting, not for glory and conquest, but for the 
sacred soil of France. The field of battle which in 1812 
had reached to Moscow, in 1813 shrunk back to Dresden 
and in 1814 was at Paris. The alhes, hoping to separate the 
emperor from the nation, proclaimed that they fought not 
the French, but Napoleon. The effect was evident. To 
many they seemed not enemies, but liberators. At this mo- 
ment of peril, the Legislature stopped to exclaim against 
Napoleon's despotism and the war. In the hour of prosper- 
ity the emperor had sacrificed the interests of France to his 
ambition, and in the hour of his peril she left him alone. 

Invasion of France (1814). — ^The English and Spanish 
advanced from the south ; 80,000 Austrians approached the 
Alps on the south-east; as many Swedes and Germans under 
Bemadotte menaced Belgium; two great armies under 
Blucher and Schwartzenberg poured along the Seine and 

* The gallant PoDj^tpwa^ cpt 14s way tp t|ie riyer, \>p, t^e cprenti \fQv^ liim p^ 
m^ be peri0b«^ 
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Mame. Napoleon, with only 60,000 young conscripts, took 
the field against the latter two. Never did he display such 
genius, such profound combinations, such fertility of resource. 
Marching great distances by night, through by-roads and 
amid mud and rain, he seemed everywhere present. He 
headed every advance, and dashing from one army to an- 
other, dealt swift, terrible, and unexpected blows. In one 
month he had fought fourteen battles, and gained twelve 
victories; while the invading armies had fallen back, and 
Schwartzenberg asked for an armistice. Even now. Napoleon 
might have secured peace by consenting to retire to the 
ancient boundaries of France. But all or nothing, was his 
motto. Napoleon, however, could not be everywhere present. 
Eugene was driven out of Italy; Maison evacuated Bel- 
gium ; Augereau surrendered Lyons ; Wellington entered Bor- 
deaux, and Louis XVIII. was proclaimed. The end was 
near. Napoleon suddenly threw his army in the rear of the 
allies to gather up the garrisons left behind, and then fall on 
his enemies, as on M61as at Marengo. They paused for a 
moment amazed by this daring manoeuvre. A letter from 
Talleyrand assured them, " You venture nothing, when you 
may safely venture everything." 

Capture of Paris. — Bliicher and Schwartzenberg at 
once united their forces, and rapidly advanced on Paris. 
Marmont with a few troops fought a brief, bloody battle un- 
der its walls. The city surrendered. The next day the 
allied emperors defiled through the boulevards at the head 
of their armies. The fickle mob received them with shouts 
of " LongUve the Emperor Alexander! " " Long live the Em- 
peror of Austria ! " The senate declared that Napoleon had 
forfeited the crown, and the Bourbons were restored to the 
throne. 

Al?^Q9XiQn Qt. Napolepn. —Meanwhile Napoleon wa9 
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hurrying with breathless speed to the defence of his capital. 
When only ten miles away, he received the fatal news. All 
thought of resistance was vain. He submitted to his fate, 
and abdicated the throne. In the court of the palace at 
Fontainebleau, he bade an affecting farewell to the veterans 
of the Old Guard, and set out for the Island of Elba, which 
had been assigned for his residence.* 

Summary. — ^I. — The States-General forces the coronets and mitres 
to join it, and declares itself the National Assembly. Louis closes the 
hall and places bayonets at the door ; the deputies reply by the Tennis- 
Court oath. The tiers-etat, which had so long been nothing, becomes 
everything. Troops collect ; Neckar is dismissed, and the mob rises. 
The Bastille is taken and its dungeons are razed to the ground. The 
National Guards are formed. A swarm of women crying * ' Bread ! 
Bread!" march upon Versailles, and take back the royal family to 
Paris. France is divided into departments, titles a.te abolished, church 
property is forfeited and assignats are issued. Louis in vain attempts to 
flee. The Marseillaise is heard in Paris. The Jacobins bring the mob 
into the Tuileries, and force the king to put on the red cap. The 
Prussians invade France, but instead of saving the king, hasten his 
fall. The army revolts ; the Swiss guards are massacred ; the Tuile- 
ries is sacked, and Louis sent to the Temple. The Jacobin and Corde- 
lier clubs become supreme. Danton, Marat and Robespierre acquire 
an infamous celebrity. The prisons of Paris are emptied by paid 
assassins. France is declared a republic. Louis dies on the scaflTold. 
Europe rises in vengeance. La Vendee revolts for God and the king. 
The ileign of Terror begins. The Girondists perish. Revolutionary 
tribunals and committees of public safety are hard at work. The 
guillotine reaps a rich harvest of the best blood of France. Noyades 
and fusillades help on the work of death. A new calendar is devised ; 
Christianity is abolished ; death declared an eternal sleep, and the 
Sabbath is no more. At last the revolution turns upon itself. The 
hands of a young girl have already prostrated Marat. Now Danton's 
and Robespierre's heads fall. A just God works the punishment of 
wicked men through the reaction of their own crimes. A million per- 
sons have perished in this grand carnival of crime. 

♦ His imperial contort shook him off as she would a disagT-eeable dream, while his 
discarded plebeian wife, refused the privilege of sharing in his baniPhment, died of 
a broken heart at the ruin of her Cid. The widow of Napoleon afterward appeared 
at the Congress of Verona leaning on the arm of Wellington, and saiiK at last into 
the degraded wife of her own chamberlain.— (^IJi^on.) 
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n. — The Directory is formed. Buonaparte pitilessly subdues the 
last insurrection of the people. Henceforth the sword triumphs. The 
life of Buonaparte is now the history of France, almost of Europe. 
He goes to Italy, scatters the Austrian armies at Lodi, Arcole, Rivoli ; 
captures Mantua ; sweeps northward, and almost m sight of Vienna 
dictates the peace of Campo Formio. Panting for Ekustem empire, he 
crosses to Egypt, defeats the Mamelukes under the shadow of the 
Pyramids, and the Turks at the foot of Mt. Tabor ; but Sidney Smith 
at Acre robs him of his destiny. He comes home, routs their " majes- 
ties of the Luxembourg," scatters the council of five hundred at the 
point of the bayonet, and makes himself first consul. England, 
Austria, and Russia continue the war against him. He climbs the 
Alps and overwhelms the Austrians on the plains of Marengo, while 
Moreau wins the battle of Hohenlinden. Peace comes again. A con- 
cordat is negotiated with the Pope ; bells ring on the Sabbath once 
more, and the emigrants return home. The Code Napoleon, the Legion 
of Honor, the Madeleine, the Arch of Triumph, illustrate the domestic 
administration of the consulate and the empire. 

III. — The Pope comes to Paris to crown Napoleon. The lieutenant 
of artillery becomes the Emperor of France. Europe refuses to 
acknowledge him. English gold and Pitt's energy combine the oppo- 
sition. From the heights of Boulogne he suddenly throws his army 
across France, and captures the astonished Mack at Ulm. Russia and 
Austria both go down together on the day of Austerlitz, and the peace 
of Presburg sanctions the empire, as that of Campo Formio had his 
generalship, and Luneville, the consulate. The English, however, 
triumph at Trafalgar. Napoleon establishes a chain of tributary king- 
doms, and parcels out western Europe at his will. Prussia revolts at 
his tyranny, but disappears for years on the battle-field of Jena. Russia 
is beaten at Eylau and Friedland, and the treaty of Tilsit cements the 
friendship of the two emperors. The Berlin and Milan decrees estab- 
lish a continental blockade against English commerce. Blinded by 
ambition. Napoleon seeks to gain possession of the throne of Spain. 
Wellington, at the head of the British, arrests the French eagles in 
their flight. Austria rises again. The bridges being swept away, 
Napoleon is defeated for the first time at Aspem, but wins the battle 
of Wagram and conquers the peace of Vienna. The papal states are 
annexed to France. The Pope excommunicates the emperor whom he 
crowned, but is himself carried captive to Fontainebleau. Napoleon 
divorces Josephine and weds the daughter of the Csesars. Spain and 
Portugal are flooded with troops, but the lines of Torres Vedras stay 
the tide. Napoleon invades Russia with more than a half million of 
men, conquers at Borodino, and enters Moscow. But the Russians fire 
their capital and force him to retreat. The snow and wind, more ter 
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rible than the Cossacks, wrap his famished army in their winding-sheet. 
Only the phantom escapes the icy grasp of the Russian winter. The 
beaten conqueror gathers a new army of conscripts, but at Leipsic — 
the battle of nations — is driven back, flees to France, and collects a 
handful of men for the final struggle. Over a million of foes swarm 
in on every side. He strikes now here, now there, and holds them 
back, but makes a false move, the allies capture Paris ; he resigns. 
The little island of Elba is all that is left him of the empire that 
stretched from the Mediterranean to the Baltic. 

Manners and Customs. — During the Reign of Terror the theatres 
and places of amusement in Paris were kept open as usual and well 
attended. The close of that bloody period was signalized by balls 
called TJie Balls of the Victims, where they '* danced to the memory of 
the dead," only those being admitted who had lost relatives by the 
guillotine, or had narrowly escaped it themselves. " After the 9th 
Thermidor nothing was more common than for the accuser and the 
accused, the executioner or the assassin and the daughter of the 
murdered father to meet together in the same company. The most 
ferocious men of the time waltzed with the niece of their old seigneur ; 
their hands, still stained with the blood of her relations, would press 
hers most affectionately. What they had been was all forgotten in 
what they now were ; — the past was thrust aside in order to fiy on the 
wings of the present." (Secret Memoirs of the Empress Josephine.) 
A favorite play in fashionable circles was I7ie Play of the Guillotine, in 
which a light sliding fire-screen was made to fall on the neck of one 
or more of the party in imitation of the terrible knife. Then they 
all laughed and shouted, ' B n*€tait que cela, rien que cela / * (It was 
only that, nothing but that.) — The Reign of Terror was succeeded by a 
reign of luxury. The middle classes, grown rich by speculations in 
the spoils of a crushed aristocracy and in the necessities of the army, 
brought out their xong-concealed gains, and plunged into an excess of 
dissipation. Apartments were furnished in gorgeous style, and the 
prices of articles of luxury rose enormously. " Brilliant soirees, ele- 
gant supper parties, balls, theatres, cards and excitements of every 
kind efiaced the horrors that had gone before. To the red caps, the 
rags and the sabots of the revolutionists, succeeded the graceful cos- 
tumes of classic antiquity. Beautiful citizenesses put into requisition 
tlie glittering fillets, the scarlet and amber tunics and the fairy sandals 
of the maids of ancient Greece. The men plaited their hair upon 
their temples, and confined it at the back with a comb, carried bou- 
quets at their button-holes, wore two watches, affected cloths and 
linens of the finest quality, and called themselves the Golden Youth 
of France." — (Miss Edwards ) With the consulate, new styles and 
fashions came in, and republican deformities were gradually wiped 
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oat. Classic names and oostnines disappeared, and eveiTtliing assumed 
a militaiy hue in honor of the new power who moulded all things to 
his wilL As to Napoleon, nothing seemed beneath his notice. His 
criticisms extended to the color of a livery, or the cut of a court-dress. 
He revived the use of silk stockings and reestablished the opera balls. 
In matters of etiquette he was very punctilious. Having caused an 
exact account to be drawn up of all the ceremonies which were in use 
at the courts of Louis XV. and XVI. , he commanded their scrupulous 
observance. In his promotions, however, he always regarded merit 
rather than high birth. His court and camp blazed with commanders 
who had risen from a humble station in life. There was Hoche, whose 
father was an under-groom in the royal stables at Versailles, and who 
received his first education from his aunt, a poor woman who kept a 
fruit-stall ; he became minister-of-war and a central figure in fashion- 
able favor. Murat's father was an innkeeper, and he, himself, a waiter 
in a restaurant; his brilliant feats of arms caused Napoleon to de- 
signate him as his '* right hand," and to give him for a bride his 
sister Caroline. Kleber, the son of a garden laborer, was raised from 
a private to be a general of division. Mass6na, once a ship-boy, died a 
peer of France. Augereau was the son of a tradesman : he became 
peer and marshal of France. — Josephine was not so severe in matters 
of etiquette as the emperor. Her affability, grace and beauty charmed 
every one. Her taste in dress was exquisite, and she led the luxurious 
fashions of the new da^. At the same time, she delighted in the sim- 
ple pleasures of life. On her little farm at Malmaison she had a flock 
of merino sheep of which she was especially fond. Under her care 
this little retreat assumed a new creation. The choicest of flowers 
and plants adorned her gardens, and such was her knowledge of 
botany that when her gardener was at a loss for the name of a new or 
rare flower, he went to her for information. — Napoleon's habits in eat- 
ing and sleeping were peculiar. He rarely slept over two or three hours 
at a time, taking his rest day or night, as most convenient. Fifteen or 
twenty minutes at table was his limit, and when he rose, all his guests 
must also rise and retire. Those who dined with him for the first time 
were obliged to go hungry; those who knew his habits, provided 
themselves an extra meal accordingly. On the marriage of Prince 
Eugene at Munich, two hundred guests were invited. The emperor*s 
table was in the shape of a horseshoe, and overlooked that of the 
guests, illuminating it with the glitter of diamonds and splendid chan- 
deliers. " It being a day of great pomp, Napoleon remained with his 
guests a quarter of an hour, and then went to Josephine and gave 
orders that the company should retire. The order was given before 
the table was filled or napkins unfolded. The good Germans were 
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utterly surprised. They expected a splendid repast, but were com- 
pelled to go and sup at home." (Secret Memoirs of Empress Josephine.) 
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brents of the devolution in Chronological Order, 

PAOB 

1789. Meeting of the States-General, May 5. National As- 
sembly, June 17. Tennis-Court oath, June 20. Capture 
of Bastille, July 14. Abolition of Feudal privileges, 
August 4. Mob at Versailles, October 5-6 . . 199-205 

1790. Assignats issued, April 1. Fete of the Federation, 

July 14 ^ 206 

1791. Death of Mirabeau, April 2. Flight of Louis, June 20. 
Legislative Assembly. October 1 , . . . . 207-8 

1792. War against the Empire, April 25. Mob invades the 
Tuileries, June 20. First Coalition against France. 
Swiss Guards massacred, August 10. Prisoners mas- 
sacred, September 2-6. Battle of Valmy, September 20. 
The Convention, and the Republic declared, September 

21. Battle of Jemmapes, November 6 . . . 209-13 

1793. Execution of Louis XVI , January 21. Revolutionary 
Tribunal, March 10. Battle of Neerwinden, March 18. 
Committee of Public Safety, May 27. Girondista oT^^ 
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PAOB 

thrown, June 2. Reign of Terror. Assassination of 
Marat, July 13. Uprising of La Vendee. Execution 
of Marie Antoinette, October 16. Fall of Toulon, De- 
cember 19 214-18 

1794. Death of Hebert, Cloots, and Danton, April 6. Robes- 
pierre triumphant. Battle of Fleurus, June 28. Execu- 
tion of Robespierre, July 28 218-19 

1795. Battle of Nimeguen, January 11. Day of the Sections, 
October 5 (13th Vendemiaire) 220 

1796. The Directory. Battles of Lodi, May 10 ; Castiglione, 
August 5: Bassano, September 8; and Arcole, No- 
vember 14 222-5 

1797. Battle of Rivoli, January 14. Capitulation of Mantua, 
February 2. Revolution of 18th Fructidor (September 4). 
Treaty of Campo Formio, October 17 ... . 225-6 

1798. Expedition to Egypt. Battle of Pyramids, July 21. 
French fleet destroyed, August 1. Siege of Acre. 
Battle of Mt. Tabor, April 16. Revolution, 22d Floreal 

(May 11). Battle of Aboukir, July 11 ... . 226-30 

1799. Revolution of 18th Brumaire (November 9). The Con- 
sulate 232-5 

18(X). Battle of Marengo, June 14. Battle of Hohenlinden, 

.December 2 235-7 

1801. Treaty of Luneville, February 9. Concordat signed, 

July 15 238 

1802. Treaty of Amiens, March 27. Legion of Honor estab- 
lished. May 19. Napoleon consul for life, August 2 . 238-40 

1803. Code Napoleon promulgated, March 21 ... . 239 

1804. Execution of Duke d'Enghien, March 21. The Empire. 
Napoleon proclaimed emperor. May 18 . . . 241 

1805. Surrender of Ulm, October 20. Battle of Trafalgar, 
October 21. Battle of Auflterlitz, December 2. Treaty 

of Presburg, December 26 243 

1806. Battles of Jena and Auerstadt, October 14. Berlin 
Decrees, November 21 244-6 

1807. Battles of Eylau, February 8 ; and Friedland, June 14. 
Peace of Tilsit, July 7. Invasion of Portugal . 245 

1808. War in Spain. Battle of Vimeira, August 21 . . . 246-7 

1809. Death of Moore, January 16. Battles of Aspem, May 

20 ; Wagram, July 6 ; and of Talavera. July 28 . . 247-8 

1810. Marriage with Marie Louise, April 2. English retreat 

to lines of Torres Vedras, October 9 .... 250 

1811. Battle of Albuera, May 16 250 
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PAGX 

1813. Invasion of Russia. Battles of Salamanca, July 22; 
Borodino, September 7. Moscow taken, September 15. 
Retreat began, October 10 253-5 

1813. Battles of Liitzen, May 2 ; Bautzen, May 20-1 ; Vittoria, 
June 21 ; Dresden, August 26-7 ; and Leipsic, October 

16-18 255 

1814. Invasion of France. Capture of Paris, March 30. Ab- 
dication of Napoleon, April 11 257-9 



distinguished JVames of the J^irst Matf of the 

Nineteenth Century, 



Guizoi (Xt^S-\9FlfS)^ a philosophical historian and a politician of the highest rank. 
His best known work is the '* History of CiYilization in Europe." 

Madame de *9/ae/ (lie/d-lSlT)^ daughter of Necker, centre of a circle composed 
of the ablest scholars of her day ; wrote " Corinna" und ** Germany." 

Chaieaubriand (1766-1848), a skeptic who, touched by his dying mother's pray- 
ers *' wept and then believed." Visited America in 1791, and dining with Washing- 
ton said he felt '' warmed and refreshed by it the rest of his life." His great works, 
are •"I'he Genius of Christianity," ** Atala Renfi," and " The Martyrs." 

Zamat'iine (1790-1809) was poet, historian and politician, and excelled as each. 
" History of the Girondists," and " History of the French Revolution." 

Miffneif Thierg^ Thierty^ Sitmondi, Micheiet, and Martin are standard 
historians of France. 

Coufin (1799-1867) a metaphysician, author of "The True, the Beautifhl, and 
the Good." 

oirnffo (1786-1853), a philosopher who did much to popularize science. With 
Gay-I.ussac founded the " Annales de CShimie et de Physique." 

Gay-Lwtme (1778-1850), with Blot made the first balloon ascension for scientific 
purposes : proved that the air at a great height has the same composition as at the 
surfece of the earth ; and discovered the law by which gases expand uniformly by 
an increase of temperature. 

Fregnet (1788-1827), a physical optician of great renown, invented a system of 
light-house liunp-lenses called by his name. 

Vietor Huffo (1802 \ a novelist His " Lea Misfirables " and " The Toilers 

of the Sea " are most popular. * 
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I I. — THE RESTORATION. 

1814 to 1830 = 16 Tears. 

Louis ZVIII., brother of Louis XYI., set out from his 
residence near London, to take possession of the throne of 
his ancestors, on the same day that Napoleon bade adieu to 
Pontainebleau. He entered Paris* amid the acclamations 
of the royalists, while the masses looked on in wondering 
silence. By the treaty of Paris, Prance resumed very nearly 
the old boundaries of 1792. A constitution was granted, 
making the government very like that of Great Britain. It 
provided for a king, a cabinet^of ministers, chambers of peers 
and deputies elected by duly qualified voters — freedom of 
the press, liberty of conscience, and equality of taxation. 
The new monarch, bulky of figure, tormented by the gout,f 
and feeble with age, was unable to carry out his own well- 
intentioned measures. In his weakness he only wished for 
rest and quiet. The government was therefore largely con- 
trolled by his brother, the Count d'Artois,J who ignored all 
the convulsions of the Revolution, and aimed to restore the 
good old times. 

The Bourbons during their exile had " learned nothing, 
forgotten nothing.'* Louis declared himself king by divine 
right ; signed his ordinances after the formula of Louis XIV., 
" for such is our good pleasure ; " abolished the tricolor and 
replaced the white cockade ; dated his charter in 1814 as the 
nineteenth year of his reign, and declared that he bestowed 

* By his side sat the Duchess of Angonl§me, daughter of Louis XVI., and so long 
a prisoner in the Temple. In their route, they passed along the same avenue 
through which her mother had been borne to the scaffold. 

t Like all the Bourbons, he was given to the pleasures of the table. He bad to be 
borne to bis carriage, and was unable to mount his horse. 

t The Count of Artois was the first to leave France on the breaking out of the 
revolution, and the flrst to return. 
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it of his royal will, rather than accepted it as the condition 
of his restoration. The emigrants, who now flocked back, 
clamored loudly for their old lands, which had been bought 
and sold many times since their confiscation. The noblesse 
talked of reclaiming their feudal rights, and looked with 
insolent contempt upon the upstarts who had followed the 
fortunes of the Corsican adventurer.* No wonder that 
people's thoughts began again to turn toward Napoleon.f 

The Hundred Days (March 20 to June 22, 1815).— 
Napoleon, from "his island speck in the Mediterranean,'' 
watched the growing discontent, and resolved to return to 
France. Embarking with about one thousand men, he 
escaped the English cruisers, and landed near Cannes. 
At Grenoble he met a body of troops drawn up to bar 
his advance. The leader refused to parley and threatened 
to fire upon him. Wearing his familiar gray coat and 
cocked hat, Napoleon advanced alone in front of the line 
exclaiming, "Soldiers, if there be one among you, who 
would kill his emperor, here he is." The soldiers dropped 
their arms and shouted, "Vive VEmpereurl" Colonel 
Labedoyere joined him with his regiment. Each soldier 
took from the bottom of his knapsack the tricolor cockade, 
which he had carefully hidden for ten months. Ney was 
sent with a division to check the advance. He promised " to 
bring back the Corsican to Paris in an iron cage." But 
when he saw the colors under which he had fought, and 
heard the shouts of the men he had so often led to battle, he 
forgot all, threw himself in the arms of the emperor, and 

* "Fourteen thousand officers who had worn their eiwnlettes In the fkce of the 
enemy, were replaced by men who had never borne the 6word, and who prated of 
the white pinme of Henry of Navarre to men who had carried the eaglee into every 
great capital of the continent." 

t "Corporal Violet, as they called him. Ladies wore violets in their bonnets. 
Little sketches were circulated in which the flc:nre of a violet was so arranged that 
the interval between the leaves formed the well-known countenance of the emperor, 
with his gray coat and cocked hat."— WI1JU4. 
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was again the '^ sword of France/' and the right arm of 
Napoleon. The emigrant noblesse made no pause, but 
rushed oflf to resume " their scissors and dancing kit in their 
ancient haunts." Louis XVIII. fled incontinently. Napo- 
leon was reseated on the throne without shedding a drop of 
French blood. 

The Commissioners of the allied powers were at Vienna 
arranging a general peace when they heard of the return of 
Napoleon. They received the news with increduh'ty and 
then with roars of laughter. The former coalition was 
renewed, and their armies, a million strong, were sent back 
this time to subdue France as well as Napoleon. 

Battles of Ligny and Quatre Bras. — By the most 
strenuous exertions Napoleon was able to take the field at the 
head of about 125,000 men. With these he hastened north- 
ward to Belgium in order to defeat the English and Prus- 
sians before the Austrians and Russians could arrive from the 
Rhine. Finding the Prussians* drawn up at Ligny, Napoleon 
determined to attack them in person, while Ney took posses- 
sion of Quatre Bras, kept the English from sending reinforce- 
ments to Bliicher (bloo'ker), and then falling upon the rear 
of the Prussians made of Ligny a second Jena. Napoleon 
forced the Prussians to retreat ; but Ney found Quatre Bras 
already occupied by the English, whom he failed to drive out. 
Napoleon, thinking the English and Prussians fairly sepa- 
rated, detached Grouchy with 34,000 men to watch Bliicher, 
while he turned to attack the English at Waterloo, where 
Wellington had retired to a battle-field, which he had care- 
fully selected. 

Battle of Waterloo (June 18). — The two greatest 

* He expected to surprise the Pnissians, but Gteneral Bonrmont deserted and in- 
formed Blftcher of all bis plans, who therefore had time to concentrate his forces. 
Foach6 also, who had In turn served each administration, and was a traitor to eadi, 
it is sali, kept Wellington posted as to the plan of the campaign. 
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generals of Europe were now opposed for the first time. 
Each had about 75,000 men. Napoleon opened the battle 
with a feigned but fierce attack on the ch&teau of Hougou- 
mont with its little garden and orchard on the British right. 
Then, under cover of a tremendous ari;illery-fire, he massed 
a heavy column against the centre. La Haye Sainte — a farm- 
house in front of Wellington's line — was taken, and the 
cavalry streamed up the heights beyond. The English threw 
themselves into squares, upon which the French cuirasseurs 
dashed with the utmost fury. For five hours they continued 
charging up to the very muzzles of the British guns. Eng- 
lish tenacity struggled with French enthusiasm. At last 
disorder spread through Wellington's ranks. Already fugi- 
tives from the battle-field had carried to Brussels the news of 
a defeat. Wellington himself, momentarily consulting his 
watch, longed, it is said, for night or Bliicher. Napoleon, 
equally anxious, hurried messenger after messenger to recall 
Grouchy to his help. Meanwhile the Prussians, eluding 
Grouchy, had pounded away for hours on the French right, 
distracting Napoleon's attention, and weakening his reserves. 
Just at evening their efforts slacking, Ney with the Old and 
Young Guards made a last effort. These veterans, whose 
presence had decided so many battles, swept to the very top 
of the slope. Wellington, turning to the British Guards who 
were lying down behind the crest, exclaimed, " Tip and at 
them!" They rose and poured in a withering fire. The 
English converged from all sides. Suddenly a fierce can- 
nonading was heard on the extreme French right. " It is 
Grouchy," cried the soldiers. It was Bliicher's masses carrying 
all before theuL The terrible " sauve qui pent '* arose. Whole 
ranks of the French melted away. "They are mingled," 
shouted Napoleon, and putting spurs to his horse, fled from 
the field. A few squares of the Old Guard fought despair- 
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ingly, refused to yield, and cried out, " The Old Guard dies, 
but never surrenders." Ney, with his clothes torn by bullet^ 
tried to rally the fugitives, saying, " Follow me, that I may 
show you how dies a Marshal of France." But these efforts 
were Tain, On this fearful day the French lost 30,000 men, 
and of the survivors few ever appeared in arms again. The 
retreat was as destructive as that of Moscow or Leipsic. The 
campaign of four days was ended. 

Second Abdication. — "I see," said Ib Fayette, "only 
one man between us and peace. We have done enough for 
_ — --_ _ him. It is necessary 

to save France." Na- 
poleon, abdicating the 
' throne once more, went 
to Eochefort, intend- 
ing to embark for the 
; United States; but 
f finding every harbor 
p gnardedjWent on board 
f the English ship Belle- 
rophon, and cast him- 

lollE Ol- NAPOUION AT ET. HBLSKA. (,830.) SClf OU British hOSpi- 

tality. The government treated him as a prisoner of war, 
and sent him to the Island of St Helena, where he dragged 
out the remainder of his life * in recalling the glories of the 
past, and complaining of the annoyances of the present 

* Napoleon died ofs ODCer In Ibe itomach. s dLseBse heredllaiy In Mb bmllr, and 
Irom which he hid Inn^ snllBred. On the evening of MajS, 1321, there wsb ■ feirfol 
PtarmorvlndiuidrBln ra|;lng:Jn the raldBt of which, ss tn the case of Cromwell, Uia 
Boul of Ibe conqneror wcnl (o lis Siinl Hccoant. The howling of the teiDpeaC eecmed 
torecslUohis wandering mind the rcinr of bailie, Hnd hiB last wordn were "TWe 
d' armtfe." Hi> was horied near a fountain shaded by n few we-ping wlllowB, which 
had been h<e (kvorite reeorl. In his will nss a request that hie " l)ody mlcht repoH 
on the banli" of the belite. amone the people he had loved «n well." In the reign ol 
Loaie Philippe hit rema'ae were carried to Parle and laid beoekth a ni 
m connected with tlu Hold des InralidM. 
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Second Restoration. — Again were the Bourbons forced 
upon the French by the bayonets of foreign armies. Paris 
was treated as a conquered city. Louis XVIII. returned to 
the Tuileries with his hungry herd of satellites and nobles. 
Bliicher was with difficulty prevented from blowing up the 
Pont de Jena and destroying the column in the Place Ven- 
d6me. The treasures of art which Napoleon had gathered 
from the conquered cities of Europe were returned to 
their rightful owners. An indemnity of 700 million francs 
was imposed, besides damages for the occupation of the 
territories of the allies by French armies. A foreign army 
of 150,000 men was to guard the frontier for five years at 
the expense of France. A territory containing a population 
of two and a half millions was cut off, so that France, 
after twenty-five years of victories, was left smaller than it 
was at the close of the reign of Louis XIV. Marshal Ney 
and General Labedoyere were tried for treason and shot. 

Royalist Reaction. — Louis, with his able minister, M. 
Decazes, endeavored to support moderate and constitutional 
men and measures, against the "Liberals" on the one hand, 
and the "TJltra-royalists" on the other. Unfortunately, the 
Duke de Berri, the younger son of the Count d' Artois, was 
assassinated (1820) as he was conducting his wife to her car- 
riage from the opera. The Liberals, though with no reason, 
were held responsible for this attempt to destroy the Bourbon 
line. Decazes was removed, and power fell into the hands of 
the Ultra-royalists. Individual liberty was suspended; the 
censorship of the press re-established ; and the law of the 
" double vote " * enacted. The death of Louis, who was per- 

* The electors of each arronrtipenient or district were to nominate a list of candt 
dates, from which the electors of the department— which Included only the highest 
tax-payers— were to select the members of ihe Lesrislature. This gave the rich land 
holders two votes, one in their arrondisement with the other electors— afterward, one 
In their department. 
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EODally moderate, assured the triampb of these measures. 
The dj'ing monarch committed the charter to hk saccessors 
as the best inheritance be could leave. 

The H0I7 Alliance (1822).— The soTereigna of Kussia, 
Austria:, and Prussia, oiter tbeir triumph ia 1815, formed a 
compact, agreeing " to regulate their conduct by the precepts 
of the Gospel," and also, as is geaerally believed, to aid one 
another in siippresaing the principles of liberty aroused by 
the I'^eneh Revolution. At this time, the misgoverument of 
the restored Bourbon dynasty in Itnly and Spain vpas so 
flagrant, that insurrections had broken out in both kingdoms. 
A secret society, termed the Carbonari, numbered 500,000 
members in Italy alone, with branches in Tarioua other coun- 
tries. Ferdinand of Spain vras forced to banish the Jesuits, 
to suppress the Inquisition, and to grant a free press and a 
liberal constitution. An Austrian army overthrew the repub- 
lican movement in Italy. Louis, in the last year of his reign, 
sent troops into Spain to restore 
Ferdinand to power. This was 
a conquest without glory or 
profit The Spanish monarch 
at once cruelly wreaked his 
vengeance on his subjects. In 
France, this easy victory over 
. free institutions encouraged the 
royalists in all their pretensions. 
Charles X. (1834 to 1830 
\ =6 years). Count d'Artois and 
^ brother of Louis XVI. and 
■ Louis XVIII., who now ascend- 
CATHHDRAi. AT RHBiKs. ed thc throDe, was crowned in 

the preat cathedral at Rheims 
after the minutest detail of the old times ; even the miraca- 
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lous vial, broken during the Revolutionary days, was repaired, 
and a drop of the oil being discovered, he was anointed 
seven times. This ceremony was typical of his purpose. 
He was bent on restoring the old monarchy, with all its 
rights and privileges. 

Expedition to Oreece (1827).— The Oreeks had long 
been struggling heroically to throw off the Turkish yoke. 
France, England, and Russia sent a joint naval squadron to 
their assistance. In the battle of Navarino, the Turkish fleet 
was destroyed. A French army then retook the cities occu- 
pied by the Ottoman troops, and restored to the Greeks their 
lost independence. 

Expedition to Algiers (18*30). A series of insults and 
injuries having been received from the Dey of Algiers, an 
expedition was sent to obtain redress by force of arms. The 
camp of the enemy was taken, the city captured, and this 
nest of pirates destroyed. Algiers has since remained a per- 
manent colony of France. 

Revolution of 1830. — Foreign successes could not blind 
the people to the danger of despotism at home. Step by step 
the struggle went on between the king, determined on an 
absolute government, and the liberals, resolved on preserving 
the rights conquered by the Revolution. Finally, as if to 
defy France, he dismissed the moderate cabinet of M. de Mar- 
tignac, and replaced it by the ministry of M. de Polignac* 
It was a declaration of war against the charter and liberty 
itself The contest widened into one between the nation and 
the Bourbon monarchy. Intense excitement was aroused. 
The chambers voted that the new ministrv had not the con- 



* This cabinet contained as ministers three of his most devoted adherents, Polio;, 
nac. Labourdonnaye. and Bounnont. They were pereonally rbnoxions to the people. 
The first was an emi^n^nt, and represented all the rancor, bitternesp, and bigotry of 
that class. The second had been prominent in the proscription and bloodshed of the 
2d BestoratloD. The third had deserted on the eve of Waterloo. (See p. 268.) 



S74 BBVOLnTIONAHT FBANCB. [1880. 

Mence of the country. Charles stood by his cabinet* The 
chamber was dissolved. The obnoxious deputies, however, 
were returned. Charles now decided on a coup iVelat. A 
series of arbitrary ordinances was issued, suppreedng the 
liberty of the press, dissolving the recently elected chambers, 
and prescribing a new system of elections. 

The Three Dajrs of July (37, 
38 and 39) was the response of the 
people to this flagrant nsurpation. 
Barricades arose as by magic. La 
Fayette once more appeared on the 
scene, waving the trieolored flag. 
The whole population of Paris be- 
came an army; each house a for- 
tress. Bloody contests ensued. The 
troops after a time fraternized with 
the populace.t The Tuileries was 
sacked. Charles was forced to flee.J 
The chambers called the Duke-iJf 
Orleans, son of Egalite aud cousin 
of Charles X., to the throne. 

* " No compramipe. no sarreDdei." wae Us mntto. He keptsajtnp. "LonisXVI. 
loetbU ibruTiebycoaceesloaB.BiidwuledUl the Ksffold for baviug alnaj-e yielded." 

t It is slated IB ctaraclerlpliq of (he temper of Ihe people that on (lie ItStb » body 
or mcD carried Difa qaatlllty of timber m>in tbe lamber yard of an EngllEharcbtlect. 
lo make barrtcades, and on the following day retnnied It nilb ecrapuloD? houealy. 

% ItlaaelngilarDict. find Bi^iacantoflhe nllerlack of poHllcul foresight on tbe 
part ofibeBonrbona, that LonleXVl. w«8 oat hanlinR at Meaden tbeday ibe mob 
wag gntherliiK for the marcbon Venallles (October S, 11B9). and Charles X. wasntaoot- 
Ing nbblta at ST. Cioad, while FarlB uraa heaving with tbe preparatory tbroes at a 
new Hevolntton (July 26, 1830). 

I The Column of July, one of Ihe moel beanlifnl pieces of archltfictnreorthe kind 

Mldnring the memorable tbree days of July IS30,tuid wboae remalnewere depoolted 
beneath It. 
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III.— HOUSE OF ORLEANS. 
1830 to 1818 = 18 Tears. 

Louis Philippe was elected as "King of the French,'' 
and therefore the leader of the nation. The charter of 
Louis XVIIL was given of his own good pleasure, that* of 
Louis Philippe was accepted by him from the Chamber of 
Deputies. Thus France repudiated the doctrine of 'the 
" divine right of kings/' and founded a throne on the theory 
that sovereignty rests with the people. The liberties gained 
by the revolution were at last guaranteed by a constitutional 
monarch. Shrewd, economic, ^vith excellent business habits, 
tried by adversity, having none of the arrogance of the elder 
Bourbons, and irreproachable in private life, Louis Philippe's 
character merited confidence. The remembrance of his 
valor at Jemmapes and Valmy, his constant association 
with liberal leaders, his charming family, the education given 
his sons in the public schools, all conspired to render him 
popular with the people. 

Difficulties of the Government. — There were now 
three parties in France : (1) the Legitimists, the adherents 
of the elder branch of the Bourbons, who upheld the claims 
of the Duke of Bordeaux, grandson of Charles X., better 
known as Comte de Chamtord, or Henry V. ; (2) the Repub- 
licans, eager for the establishment of a republic; (3) the 
Orleanists, to which Louis Philippe belonged, who were firm 
supporters of the constitutional monarchy. In the eyes of 
the first, "the king of the barricades," as Louis Philippe 
was styled, was a usurper, while the second considered him 
a tyrant. There began to be developed also an intense 

* " Behold." oaid La Fayette, a^ he presented the new king to the people, from 
the Hotel de YiUe, " the h?Bt of republlcB," 
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hatred against the bourgeoisie or middle classes, of which 
Louis Philippe was a representative. They were accused of 
selfishness and a systematic robbing of the poor by not giving 
them just returns for their labor. It was held that the gov- 
ernment should protect the workingman, and assure him in 
return for light labor a sufficient remuneration. This social^ 
istic doctrine was very acceptable to the idle anfl turbulent 
Various political associations and insurrectionary clubs fo- 
mented the disorders of society, and took advantage of every 
indication of popular discontent. Among the Red or Badical 
Eepublicans there were several vigilant, energetic leaders, 
who in secret organized and directed every movement of the 
people. The favorite motto was, ** Liberty, Equality, and 
Fraternity." There was great distress among the workmen 
who had been discharged by their employers on account of 
the disturbance of business during the late revolution. Ob- 
scure plots were continually being formed against the gov- 
ernment. Lamentable riots took place in Paris and provin- 
cial cities, which were only suppressed by military force and 
after much loss of life. No less than seven diflferent attempts 
were made to assassinate the king.* Louis Philippe, in the 
existing state of affairs, was exceedingly anxious to avoid 
any cause of disturbance with the other European nations. 
His conciliatory spirit and moderate temper gave great of- 
fence to a people so ambitious of conquest and jealous of the 
national honor. New complications constantly arose. The 

* One of these has become historical. A miscreant named Fieschl devised an 
** infernal machine^" consisting of twenty-five mnsket barrels, diverging fen-like 
from a centre, and made to be fired instantaneously by a train of gunpowder. As 
the king was riding in a procession through the Boulevard du Temple on the anni- 
versary of the Revolution (July 28, 1835), what seemed a volley of musketry suddenly 
issued ft-om a building near by, followed by the shrieks of ihe crowd. Louis Phi- 
lippe escaped injury, but several persons were killed or wounded. The victims of 
this tragedy were buried a few days after. The first of the faneral cars contained the 
remains of Mortler, a marshal of the Empire, and the last, the body of a little girl 
who had fallen as she stood gazing on the glittering pageant. 
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opposition to tlie government was watchful and powerfuL 
The reign was therefore characterized by frequent changes 
of the ministry; the cabinet being organized no less than 
seven times to meet the varying phases of public sentiment 

Belgium^ by the convention of 1815, had been annexed to 
Holland. The people of Brussels revolted against the Dutch 
rule, raised the tricolor, and estabUshed a provisional govern- 
ment The five great powers of Europe acknowledged the 
independence of the country. Though the Belgians offered 
the throne to a son of Louis Philippe, the king wisely 
refrained from thus exciting the jealousy of other nations. 
Prince Leopold of Saxe-Coburg, who was chosen king, after- 
ward married the eldest daughter of the French monarch. 
Supporting his authority, the French and English joined in 
expelling the Dutch from Belgium. 

The Quadruple Alliance (1840). — Mehemet AU, vice- 
roy of Egypt, a man of great ability and energy, having 
aroused his own people from their lethargy, had raised a 
powerful army, conquered Syria, and threatened Constan- 
tinople. The Sultan, too weak to defend himself, appealed 
to the Western powers. France supported the viceroy's am- 
bitious views. England, Austria, Prussia, and Eussia there- 
upon formed an alliance to compel the Pacha to resign the 
territory he had conquered. France was not consulted in 
the agreement. General indignation was felt at this slight. 
A rupture with England seemed imminent. The work o\ 
fortifying Paris, twice taken so easily by foreigners, was at 
once commenced. Thiers (te-6r), the minister of foreign 
affairs, who was thought not sufficiently anxious to vindicate 
French honor, was forced to resign. Meanwhile the treaty 
had been executed, and the viceroy had agreed to its pro- 
visions. Guizot, the new minister, acquiesced in the arrange- 
ment He was sustained by both chambers, and war was 
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thus happily averted. The fortifications were continued, and 
dXOited increased bitterness, as it was thought they were in- 
tended not so much for a protection against foreign invaders, 
M to overawe the city itself. 

The Algerian Colony carried on a long and severe con- 
test with the native Arabs, prominent among whom was 
Abd-el Kader, a chief of great genius and power. In 1833 
the French army numbered 25,000 men. Many bloody bat- 
tles were fought, and, within five years, one hundred native 
tribes had submitted. Eoads were opened, towns founded, 
And a flourishing settlement established. Abd-el Kader, 
driven from place to place, maintained an obstinate resistance, 
until at last he retreated to a rocky fortress of the Great 
Atlas. Here he was surprised and taken prisoner by the 
chasseurs d'Afrique, under the Duke d'Aumale. The French 
losses had been very great, owing to the unhealthiness of the 
climate, and the continued warfare. Before the close of 1845, 
the colony cost $200,000,000, and the lives of 300,000 men. 

Louis Napoleon, the son of Louis Bonaparte and Hor- 
tense Beauhamais, on the death of the Duke of Keichstadt, 
son of Napoleon I. (July 22d, 1832), was next heir of the 
empire. In 1836 he came to Strasburg, and, dressed in the 
costume of the emperor, presented himself to the garrison, 
and called them to support his pretensions to the throne. 
He met with little encouragement, and was arrested. Louis 
JPhilippe declined to bring him to trial, and sent him to 
America. The attempt merely excited general merriment. 
XTndiscouraged by his failure, he made a second equally 
absurd descent upon Boulogne. He landed here with a few 
friends and a tame eagle, expecting to arouse the memory of 
Napoleon's conquering eagles. He was arrested, tried and 
Bentenced for life to the fortress of Ham, while the eagle was 
turned over as a curiosity to the Zoological Gardens at Paris, 
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Louis afterwards escaped and fled to England, where he 
brooded over his ** destiny/' as he called it. 

The popularity of the " citizen king " had been steadily 
waning. Though possessing a fortune, he manifested an 
intensely selfish spirit. While France was groaning under 
the burden of taxation, he demanded for himself and court 
an enormous salary, and donations for his sons on the slight- 
est pretexts. The death of the Duke of Orleans, his eldest 
son (July 13, 1842), was a heavy blow, and cast a cloud ovor 
the future of the Orleans dynasty. The Prince was an ablo 
general, a liberal politician, and a loyal man. All were look- 
ing forward to his rule as most hopeful The next heir to 
the throne was the Count of Paris, only four years old, and 
this gave the prospect of a long minority and a regency, with 
their attendant dangers and perplexities. The anxiety of the 
-king to secure royal alliances for his family caused great scauii 
dal. The " Spanish marriages " * were especially obnoxious. 

Reform Banquets. — The memorable "laws of Septem- 
ber '' (1835) had placed the press under a severe censorship. 
Out of a population of 35,000,000 only 220,000 had the right 
of franchise. Nearly half the members of the Chamber of 
Deputies held positions under the government. The oppo- 
sition repeatedly demanded a few necessary, reforms. The 
ministry refused. Seventy reform banquets, as they were 
called, were accordingly held in the principal cities. At 
these, the leaders of the opposition met to express their views 
in toasts and speeches. 

Revolution of 1848. — ^A banquet announced at Paris 
was forbidden by the government. Barricades sprang up. 
Several conflicts took place withrthe soldiers. Meanwhile, a 

* The Dnke of Montpeneier, fifth Bon of the king, was married to iMtbcUa, In&nta 
of Spain ; while the Spanish Queen Isabella was sacrificed to the selfish scheme by 
being allied to a half idiotic coasin. The former marriage was in direct violation of 
a distinct promise made by Guizot, then minister to the English Government, which 
opposed the alliance. 
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liberal ministry was nominated tinder the presidency ol 
Thiers. The people supposed the end was gained. But the 
direction of the movement had passed out of the hands of 
those who began it^ into those of skillful conspirators and the 
veterans of the barricades. A multitude bearing a red flag 
were marched into the boulevards already crowded by the 
people rejoicing over the change of ministry. They came in 
front of the Hotel of Foreign Affairs, where they were stopped 
by the troops. A pistol-shot was fired by — no one knows 
whom. The soldiers responded with a volley which stretched 
upon the pavement fifty inoffensive bystanders. The multi- 
tude fled. The dead bodies were placed on wagons which 
were already at hand for the purpose, and paraded through 
the streets to arouse the populace. On all sides arose cries of 
"vengeance.*' The bells pealed frdm every steeple. Armed 
men went from house to house in the faubourgs, summoning 
the inhabitants to arms. The National Guards fraternized 
with the people. What was commenced as a reform, speedily 
became a revolution. The regular army proved faithful, and 
had already begun to put down the tumult, when the new 
ministry ordered it to fall back to the Tuileries. All resist- 
ance was at once paralyzed. Louis Philippe lost heart, and 
while the firing was still going on at the Palais Royal, abdi- 
cated in favor of his grandson, the Count of Paris. Soon 
after, he escaped to England. The Duchess of Orleans, with a 
heroism worthy of a better fate, went to the Chambers leading 
her little son, the Count of Paris, and pleaded for his rights. 
It was too late. The rabble burst into the hall and demanded 
the republic. A provisional government was now formed, the 
republic proclaimed (Feb. 20), universal suffrage declared, 
and a National Assembly soon after elected. For days, Paris 
waa ruled by an armed mob. They filled the Place de Gr6ve; 
they crowded the Hotel de Ville ; the wildest leveled their 
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bayonets upon Lamartine, the new Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
But by his wonderful eloquence and undaunted firmness, he 
at last restored order. 



IV. THE SECOND REPUBLIC. 

1818 to 1852 = i 7ears. 

DifELculties of the Government. — The finances were 
thoroughly disorganized. Thousands of laborers were idle. 
The Socialists or Red Republicans constantly taught that the 
government should provide work and wages for every one. 
Anxious only for anarchy, they opposed every movement 
looking to the establishment of a settled government. The 
clubs, over fifty in number, were schools of sedition. To re- 
lieve the present distress, national workshops were founded, 
and soon 60,000 workmen were enrolled. Their chief em- 
ployment was careering through the city, roaring revolu- 
tionary songs, proclaiming "Liberty, Fraternity, and Equal- 
ity," and planting sorry-looking poplars along the streets, 
which they compelled unwilling priests to consecrate as 
" trees of liberty." Trade was paralyzed. Specie payments 
ceased. The financial pressure was as severe as in the days 
of Robespierre. Measures were finally taken to close the 
national shops, which all saw to be a crying evil, and disperse 
the workmen to legitimate employment. The Reds took 
advantage of the opportunity, and organized an outbreak. 
Three hundred barricades were thrown up. For three days 
a fearful battle raged in the streets of Paris. General 
Cavaignac was made Dictator. By his skill and energy the 
insurgents were routed from their strongest positions. The 
good Archbishop of Paris, anxious to save life, ventured be- 
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hind one of the barricades near the Bastille^ and was killed 
while exhorting the multitude to make peace. The insurrection 
was finally suppressed, but not until 5,000 persons had fallen. 

Louis Napoleon. — There were two candidates for the 
presidency, General Cavaignac who was the saver of the 
country from anarchy, and Louis Napoleon, who, though 
now a representative in the Assembly, was yet mainly known 
by his strange adventure at Boulogne. There was magic, 
however, in the name. Louis Napoleon was elected by an 
overwhelming majority, and took the oath to the constitu- 
tion (December 20, 1848). 

A Coup d'Etat (December 2, 1851). — Before Napoleon's 
term of office had expired, difficulties arose between him 
and the Assembly. He quelled all op[)Osition by his famous 
Coup d^EtaU One evening, the president held a brilliant 
party at the Elysee. He was in high spirits, laughing and 
chatting with his guests. That night troops moved silently 
to their posts. The members of the opposition, the street 
captains and the leaders of the clubs were arrested in their 
beds. In the morning, to the amazement of the people, the 
street-corners were held by soldiers, and the walls were pla- 
carded by proclamations announcing that the Assembly was 
dissolved, universal suffrage proclaimed, and a ministry ap- 
pointed. There were insurrections, but the army was 
ready, and every rising was quelled with Napoleonic sever- 
ity. The disaffected were summarily arrested, tried by 
military tribunals, and transported. France, tired of the 
rule of the mob, welcomed an authority which promised 
peace and security. The attempt to reconcile liberty with 
order had again failed, and the people gave up the former 
to gain the latter. A new constitution which made Napo- 
leon president for ten years was accepted by a popular vote 
of over 7,000,000 out of 8,000,000. 



1663.] LOtriS XAt>OI,EOK. 283 

EstabUBhinaiit of the Empire. — Tbo priGoner of Ham 
now took up hie residence in the Tnileriea with almost 
absolute power and a salary of 12,000,000 francs. As the 
constitution of the year VIII. led to the establishment of 
the Empire under Kapoleon I., so the regime inaugurated 



violent overthrow of the republic 

he bad sworn t« maintain. Soon after his accession to 
the throne, he married Eugenie de Montijo, Countess of 
Teba, a Spanish lady of beauty and ancient family. 



V. THE SECOND EMPIRE. 

1852 to 1870 = 18 7ears. 

Napoleon ni. — The policy of the emperor was closely 
modeled on that of Napoleon I. He relied on the army 
for support, and centralized all power. Under his yigorous 
and able administration a new era of glory opened before 
France. "The Empire is peace," was proclaimed as the 
imperial maxim. The nation set itself at work to develop 
its latent energies and wealth. Fresh industries were 
opened. Railroads were extended over the country. Val- 
uable reforms were instituted. The army was reorganized, 
and became the finest in the world. The navy was in- 
creased, and made second only to that of England. Agri- 
culture was encouraged. The fine arts received a wonder- 
ful development. Paris was almost rebuilt under the plans 
of M. Haussmann. Provincial cities followed the example of 
widening the narrow streets, and admitting into the lowest 
quarters the great friends to health — the sun and the air. 
The confidence of the people in the government was shown 
by the method of raising money. Instead of resorting to 
the large capitalists, a subscription was opened and preference 
given to those offering the smallest sums. Many times the 
amount required was signed before the lists could be closed. 
The emperor's lavish expenditure thus became a source of 
gain to the peasants and persons of small means by afford- 
ing them a safe and lucrative investment for their savings. 
The French became a nation of investors, and the creditors 
of the government were to be found among the industrious 
rather than the moneyed classes. 

Crimean War (1854-6).— While Napoleon sought to 
develop the prosperity of the nation, he was also bent upon 
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restoring Ftafice fco the political situation she had lost by 
the reverses of 1815, and making her influence felt in all 
parts of the worid. The Emperor Nicholas of Bussia^ 
anxious to seize the spoil of the '^ sick man/' as the Sultan 
of Turkey was called, under the pretext of supporting the 
claims of the Greek Christians to certain holy places in 
Jerusalem, took possession of some provinces on the Danube. 
Prance and England united to aid the Sultan.* An allied 
army 70,000 strong, was landed in the Crimea. The vic- 
tory of the Alma enabled the troops to advance upon Sebas- 
topol, a formidable fortress which gave the Czar the com- 
mand of the Black Sea, and in whose harbor lay the fleet 
which menaced Constantinople and the Bosphorus. This 
remarkable siege lasted nearly a year. Innumerable com- 
bats, two desperate battles — Baldklava and Inkermann — 
incessant watchfulness by day and night, the fatiguing labor 
of the trenches, the unhealthiness' of the climate, tried the 
valor of the French and the constancy of the English. 
Finally the French stormed the Malakhoff, and the Russians, 
finding the city indefensible, evacuated it. Forts, churches, 
palaces and vessels, all were destroyed. When the con- 
querors entered they found such ruin, flame, and devastation 
as greeted Napoleon and his army in the streets of Moscow. 
By the treaty of Paris (1856) the Czar agreed to abandon his 
protectorate over the Danubian provinces; the navigation 
of the Danube was made free ; and the Russians were for- 
bidden to have vessels of war on the Black Sea. France 
obtained no substantial benefit from a war on which she had 
lavished her army and treasure. 
War of Italy (1859). — In the Crimean war, Victor 

* There is a bcaatiftil description of the canees of this war in Kinglake^s Invasion 
of the Crimea, ending thns, *' A crowd of monks with bare foreheads stood qnarrel- 
fhg for a key at the sonny gntes of a chnrch in Palestine ; hut beyond and aboye all, 
towering h^h in the misty north, men saw the ambition of (he f^'^ ** 
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Emmanuel IL, king of Sardinia, had furnished 15,000 troops. 
This welcome support had secured him the friendfihip of the 
allied powers. The predominance of Austria in Italy had 
long awakened the jealousy of France, and when, despite the 
efforts of England, the Austriuns invaded Sardinia, Napoleon 
at once took the field. A success at Montebello* and a 
brilliant victory at Magenta brought him to Milan in tri- 
umph. Thence, pushing on to Solferino, he again routed 
the Austrians. The mysterious Peace of Villafranca sud- 
denly concluded the war. Lombardy was ceded to Sardinia, 
and the different States of the Peninsula were to form a Con- 
federation under the presidency of the Pope. Soon after, 
Nice and Savoy were annexed to France. This treaty 
greatly disappointed the Italians and the friends of liberty 
everywhere, as on taking the field, the emperor had promised 
that "Italy should be free from the Ticino to the Adriatic."! 
Napoleon, however, hesitated to proceed further against 
Austria, and Prussia threatened to interfere. 

War in Mexico (1862).— In 1862 France, England, and 
Spain sent an expedition into Mexico to obtain redress for 
injuries suffered by foreign residents in that country, and 
also to induce the people to elect a ruler and put an end to 
the anarchy which had so long distracted the nation. Diffi- 
culties arose, and the Spaniards and the English abandoned 
the enterprise. The French thereupon advanced inland, and 

* Here was seen a novelty in the art of war. The troops were rapidly brought on 
the field of hattle by railroad, train after train disgorging its load and returning 
for more. 

t Now began the wonderfhl campaign of Garibaldi, the *'hero of the red shirt," 
which gave liberty to Naples and Sicily. Victor Emmanuel steadily pursued his 
successes until (1861) he became king of Italy. When Napoleon was president, he 
sent a body of troops to Home to the support of the Pope, and to overcome the 
republic which had been set up in that city. A French garrison remained in Rome 
until the war between France and Germany (1870) caused the troops to be with- 
drawn, when Rome was taken, the temporal power of the Pope overcome, and Italy 
became ftoQ and united. 
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after many reverses succeeded in taking the city of Mexico. 
Refusing to treat with the liberal government under Juarez, 
the French commander called an assembly, which decided 
that Mexico should be an empire, and tendered the throne 
to Archduke MaximiUan of Austria. He accepted on certain 
conditions, one of which was that the call should be a spon- 
taneous expression of the whole nation. After his accession, 
the new emperor found that he had been deceived in every 
particular, that the repubUcan feeling was strong, that the 
empire was not demanded, least of all the rule of a European 
and the interference of a foreign power in American aflkirs. 
The French troops being withdrawn (1867), Maximilian was 
unable to maintain his authority against Juarez. He was 
captured, tried by court martial and executed. With him 

fell the empire. 

World's Fair. — ^In the year 1867, a grand exhibition of 
the industry of the world was held at Paris. It attracted 
great numbers of distinguished visitors from all countries. 
All were impressed with the evidences of a wonderful mate- 
rial prosperity. France and the Empire seemed at the height 
of their glory. Under the emperor, the French at home ap- 
peared happy and prosperous, and abroad their influence was 
felt, and their power respected.* 

Dangers of the Oovemxnent. — Amid all this prosperity 
there were grave causes for fear. Liberty had been sacrificed. 
The people had no intelligent ideas of government. There 
was no effective system of popular education, and the masses 
were grossly ignorant. Despotic power was vested in one 
man. Prefects interfered in the elections. Prosecutions of 



* In conJanctloB with England, it had given secarity to the Turks, and gained 
admission for French commerce into China and Japan. It had aided the Italians in 
throwing off the Austrian yoke, and protected the Christians of Syria against their 
Mohammedan oppressorsr 
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journals were common. Public meetings were so restricted^ 
as to be of little value ; and the police were invoked if any 
measure was taken which was susceptible of a political mean- 
ing. Legitimists^ Orleanists, Republicans, and Socialists were 
resolute in their hostility. Many had not forgiven the em- 
peror for his coup d'itcU of December 2d. The health of 
Napoleon was failing, and his policy was said to lack its 
former vigor. The debt was increasing. The lavish expense 
on the improvements of Paris excited bitter opposition. The 
Mexican expedition was a failure, and sympathy for Maxi- 
milian was openly expressed. The French garrison at Some 
for the protection of the Pope offended the anti-Cathohc 
party. Events showed that the Empire was in its deca- 
dence. 

Attempt at Refonn. — In fulfilment of his often-repeated 
promises, Napoleon began the task of reforming the govern- 
ment, so as to make it more liberal. He accordingly granted 
a constitution, a popularly elected assembly, and a respon- 
sible ministry. To ratify this, as well as the imperial rule, 
an appeal was made to the people. The measures were 
accepted by an overwhelming majority, though the large 
cities were generally adverse, and over 50,000 opposing votes 
were cast in the army. The latter was most alarming, as 
here the emperor had looked for unfaltering support. 

War with Gtermany (1870-1). For some time there 
had been a bitter feeling between France and Prussia. The 
latter was rapidly increasing in territory and military strength. 
This aroused the jealousy of the French, so proud of their 
martial power, and their pre-eminence in Europe. The Prus- 
sians were anxious to avenge the disgrace of Jena, recover the 
Khine, and consolidate the petty German States into one grand 
empire with Prussia at its head. Both sides were in reality 
anxious for a war, and were only waiting for a pretext It 
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soou appeared. Among the candidates for the vacant throne 
of Spain was Prince HohenzoUern. France protested against 
this extension of Prussian influence. The prince, to preserve 
the peace, withdrew his claim. This seemed to end the mat- 
ter, but France demanded assurances from King William of 
Prussia that he would not support such a claim thereafter. 
The refusal was construed into an insult, and war was 
declared 

Preparation. — ^The Minister of War announced to Napo- 
leon that the army was in readiness, and it was currently 
beUeved in Paris that not even a shoebuckle would be 
needed for a year. The result proved that the French were 
entirely unprepared. The troops left Paris to the cry of 
" On to Berlin r* but they never crossed the Rhine. Instead 
of an invasion of Germany by the French, the war became an 
invasion of France by the Germans. The emperor lost two 
weeks in taking the field. He had then but 240,000 men. 
The army seemed to have no head. Lacking unity, the dif- 
ferent corps were beaten in detail. The troops had no respect 
for their oflScers, and lacked discipline and confidence. The 
generals were ignorant of the country and of the position of 
the enemy. The maps were full of blunders. The mitrail- 
leuse,* on which much dependence was placed, proved of 
httle value. The smaller states of Germany, which were 
jealous of the influence of Prussia and supposed to be ready 
to declare against her, put their armies at the disposal of the 
Prussian king. 

Invasion of France. — A slight encounter of the advance 
posts at Saarbruck \ opened the campaign, and was magnified 

* This GOiulsted of aeveral gans moanted on one carriage, and was designed to 
lire grapeshot with great rapidity. 

t The yoang Prince Imperial rode out to the front at this time, and showed great 
coolness when he came within the range of ballets. The emperor, describing it, 
spoke of his having received bis '' b&ptism of ftr^f '' 

13 
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into a French victory. From this time the German annies 
moved forward, crushing all opposition with their superior 
discipUne and overwhelming numbers. Part of McMahon^s 
corps was beaten at Weissenhurgy and the whole cut to pieces 
at Worth. Marshal Bazaine, defeated at CoiiTcelles, fell back 
with nearly 200,000 men into the fortress of Metz. The em- 
peror now resigned the entire command to Bazaine, who, in 
obedience to reiterated orders, attempted to retreat to Cha- 
16ns, where McMahon was gathering the reserve forces. He 
delayed his movement one day. Meanwhile the Germans 
were straining every nerve to head off his flight.* Defeated 
at MarS'la-Tour, Vionville, and finally in the terrible battle 
of Oraveloftej Bazaine was fairly driven back into Metz. 
The emperor, with McMahon's army, now moved north, in 
the hope of joining Bazaine, who was expected to make an 
effort to break out in that direction. Bazaine, however, 
made no serious exertion to escape. The Germans swung 
their left wing around with tremendous force, and brought 
the centre sharply into line, thus pushing the French army 
against the Belgian frontier at Sedan. After a desperate 
battle, the emperor was compelled to surrender with his 
entire force, 80,000 strong. France had now no regular 
troops in the field. Her armies were all either prisoners, or 
shut up in fortresses. Thenceforth the war consisted mainly 
of sieges. There were attempts made to raise new armies, but 
the fresh levies were quite unable to make head against the 
veteran German forces, and their efforts, though gallant, were 
fruitless. Strasburg surrendered after a bombardment which 
injured the tower of its beautiful cathedral, and destroyed its 
famous library. Bazaine, as it proved afterward, was a traitor, 

* One corps, the 8d Brandenbar^re, planted itself directly across Bazaine^s psth, 
and held the French at hay for three hours, until reinforcements arrived. At one 
time, It is oaid. there were 150,000 French against 38,000 Qermans, W)>ole rejpment9 
were Bftcrificed io this tremendous straggle* 
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and, after making a weak defence, surrendered the fortress ol 
Metz with 180,000 men able to bear arms. The people had 
already lost all confidence in the gOYernment. On the day 
of the defeat at Worth, bulletins announcing a French vic- 
tory were posted up in the Bourse at Paris. It was believed 
that the ministers had issued them for purposes of specula- 
tion. There was great excitement, and the ministry oi 
Ollivier was forced to resign. A. new ^^ ministry of public 
defence " under Count Palikao was thereupon organized. 

Downfall of the Empire. — On the news of the dis- 
aster at Sedan, the blame of all the bitter reverses of the war 
waa conveniently thrown on the emperor. Eugenie, who 
had been appointed regent, attempted to organize a new 
ministry, but in vain. The Paris mob,* the first to act in 
any revolution, broke into the Legislative hall, the members 
dispersed, and the empire was at an end. The same day 
(Sunday, September 4) a handful of politicians met in the 
Hotel de Ville, proclaimed a republic, and selected a com- 
mittee of '^National Defence." General Trochu was ap- 
pointed president, and Jules Favre minister of foreign affairs. 
Every preparation was made to defend Paris. Troof s were 
rapidly organized and drilled, and the defences strengthened. 

The Siege of Paris. — While the sieges of the other 
fortified places were still progressing, the German troops had 
been closing in upon Paris, and the city was slowly but 
surely invested.! A population of 2,000,000, with a garrison 
of a half million, was entirely shut off from the outside 



♦ Busts of the emperor were torn down ; h\s portrait and that of the empress tram- 
pled nnder foot ; names of streets were changed, and the same hostility shown to the 
emhl'-ms of the monarchy as in 17S3. The Germans in Paris were hratallymaK 
treated, and thonsands driven ft-om the city. 

t ThP wars of Paris were thirty-three feet hi<»h, and twenty miles lono:, with a 
moat forty feet broad. At a distance of several miles was a girdle of sixteen de- 
tached forts. 
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world.* The spirits of the people were kept up by delusive 
expectations. It was announced that the garrisons of 
Metz, Toul, and Strasburg would break out to aid the 
beleaguered capital. Gambetta, minister of the interior, who 
had taken balloon passage from Paris, was stirring up the 
people everywhere through the provinces by his fiery elo- 
quence. Thiers was supplicating foreign governments to aid 
France. Now the army of the Loire and then that of the 
North was about to accomplish wonders. Trochu himself 
was preparing a grand sortie that was to save Paris. But 
none of* these schemes availed. The Germans mounted 
tremendous artillerv, and soon their shells searched out all 
the city on the left of the Seine. Provisions began to faiLf 
Cats, dogs, and rats sold at high prices. Food was dealt out 
to the citizens in meagre morsels scarcely sufficient to support 
life. Horse flesh was a dainty. Every sortie was repulsed. 
Every hope of aid failed. After enduring a siege of a hundred 
and thirty-one days and a bombardment of a month, the 
city capitulated. The defences were disarmed, and the Ger- 
mans marched in triumph through the Champs ElysSes. 
An armistice was granted, during which an Assembly should 
be elected to arrange conditions of peace. Large quantities 
of provisions were sent from England to the famishing 
Parisians, while seed was freely distributed among the ruined 



* Varions means were adopted to secnre occnBional means of commanlcation. 
After the undergroand telegraph was cat off, they used balloons which carried mails 
and passengers who were williog to trust themselves to this hazardous mode of 
conveyance ; and also carrier-pigeons having a quill containing a roll of tissue paper 
on which were photographed thousands of words. 

t The small villoges environing Paris are built of stone, and the gardens ara sur- 
rounded by stone walls about two feet thick and five feet high. They, in fact, con« 
stituted so many forts. By piercing these walls for musketry, and planting bat- 
teries, the Germans soon formed a girdle about the city completely impregnable. 
The numerous market-gardens were ftill of vegetables, hay was in the stack sufficient 
for the horses, and the abandoned houses ftimished excellent quarters. Thus whfle 
the French were fomishiog, the Germans enjoyed every comfort and even luxury. 
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peasants to sow their land laid waste by the passage of 
the army. 

VI. THE THIRD REPUBLIC. 

1871 to Present Time. 

Peace. — ^The assembly was elected without difficulty, the 
Germans who occupied a large portion of the country afford- 
ing every facihty. It met at Bordeaux. Thiers was ap- 
pointed chief executiTC, and afterward president of the 
republic (August 31). The treaty which was finally nego- 
tiated was most humiliating — an indemnity of 5,000,000,000 
francs, payable in three years; Alsace and the German 
part of Lorraine with Metz to be ceded to Germany; and 
Champagne to be occupied at the cost of France by the Ger- 
man troops, who were to remain in the neighborhood of Paris 
until 500,000,000 francs were paid. Thus Strasburg, taken 
by Louis XIV., and Metz by Henry II., were lost, and France 
itself, which in 1814 had been conquered only by all Europe, 
lay completely at the mercy of one nation. Jena and all 
the cruel indignities which Napoleon had inflicted on Ger- 
many were sadly expiated. 

The Commune (1871).— While a German army was yet 
at hand, the indemnity unpaid, and the country devastated 
by war, the Parisian rabble inaugurated a second reign of 
terror.* An attempt to disarm the National Guard was 
resisted. Barricades were thrown up, the middle classes 

♦ There were nnmeroas causes for this nprlsing. The workmen thrown ont of 
employment by the war, during the siege had flocked into the National Gnards, and 
been kept alive by a payment of thirty cents a day. The government had unfor- 
tunately suspended the payment of rents, debts, interest, Ac. With peace and the 
establishment of a regular authority, the old relations between debtor and creditor 
would be renewed. The new government showed an intention of escaping the 
Paris rabble, and held its meetings at Versailles. The Socialist and Internationa] 
leaders again controlled this excitable crowd as in the days of the second republic, 
and taught them their foolish ideas about the rights of property. 
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refused to aid the government, and Paris was soon in the 
hands of the Eed Kepublicans. The tricolor was hauled 
down and the red flag, symbol of anarchy, hoisted on the 
Tuileries. A commune* was established at the Hotel de 
Ville. Banks, insurance companies, etc., were laid under con- 
tributions. Churches and private dwellings were pillaged, 
and individuals arrested ; executions increased daily ; the old 
revolutionary calendar was inaugurated, and even an attempt 
made to. resume the red caps of liberty. . The vAssembly 
gathei'ed ^t Versailles, and raised its forces. A second siege 
of Paris now began, still more destructive than the first 
Again a bombardment commenced. The wretched inhabit- 
ants hid in cellars to escape its dangers and the still greater 
peril from the violent and drunken rabble who composed the 
insurgent army. The ramparts were forced, and a combat 
ensued which lasted seven days. The communists, finding 
that all was lost, took a terrible revenge. They determined 
to destroy the city which they could not hold. Committees 
were appointed, the city was divided, and, by means of petro- 
leum, an effort made t6 lay Paris in ruins. The Tuileries, 
the Hotel de Ville, and many other public buildings were 
destroyed. 

Thfe Assembly, having now the control of the entire 
country, assumed the functions of government. Though 
chosen originally only to make peace with Germany, it 
refused to resign, and new members were elected to fill 
vacancies in this 'self-constituted body. The administration 
of Thiers was singularly successful. Order was re-established. 

• There was a conflict of iiitereste between the cities, which were fstrongly repub- 
lican, and the couBtiy districts, which were monarchical. The afssembly was thonerht 
to fivfor the latter. Paris was the advocate of municipal rigrhte and the repnbllc. 
Each city was to hare its own commune, to levy taxes and make its laws, i. e.. to be 
a little republic, while &,11 the communes were to form a sort of federal union repre- 
septed . In the Natiohal Assembly, and thus resist the representatives from the 
rural districts. 
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The war indemnity was paid, and on September 6, 1873, the 
last German Soldier recrossed the French frontier. But, 
naeanwhile^ a powerful opposition had arisen against Thiers 
in the Assembly. * Failing to secure the appointment of such 
ministers tiO his cabinet as he desired, he was forced to resign, 
May 24, 1873. Marshal McMahon was elected the same 
evening in his place, and afterward (Nov. 19) his power was 
prolonged to seven years. Meantime, France is only a pro- 
visional republic, no constitution has been adopted, the 
powers of the President and the Assembly are almost dicta- 
torial,! while all titles. are retained, even the President of the 
Eepublic signing himself Duke of Magenta. 

The Recuperative Power of the country has excited 
universal admiration. Trade has revived ; specie has become 
abundant, and the premium on gold merely nominal ; the 
army has been reorganized, equipped and made effective ; 
the educational system/has been thojpughly revised; and 
provisions have been introduced for reaching the masses. 
The ruins of the commune iare being removed ; the traces of 
- war are fast disappearing ;, and to-day France is ready to 
. compete for her old-time supremacy in European affairs. 

* The names applied to the different parties in the French AsBembly are of inter- 
est. The Monarchists occupy the seats at the right of the President, and the Repub- 
licans those at the left. Politicnl opinions deepen in shade from the centre outward. 
The occupants of the seats at the right of the centre aisle— hence called the Sight 
Centre— are moderate or constitutional Monarchists ; those sitting next on the right 
are absolute Monarchists ; and the extreme right is the Clerical or Ultramontane 
party. At the left of the centre aisle— hence called the Lett Centre— are the very mod- 
erate Bepublicans ; next the solid, determined Republicans ; and on the extreme 
left, the fire-eaters, the Red?, the Radicals, the Socialists, etc. Thus on both sides, 
the wings are raaical, the centre conservative, and at the middle of each half sit the 
real rank and file of the party. 

t For example, by a law of April 8th, Thiers secured to the government the power 
of appointing mayors of all cities having over 20,000 iuliabitants. 
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Hanners and OuBtonui of 
Uie Present Day. — The Com- 

nmnieta in the late war burned 
the magnificeDt Hot«1 de Ville, 
deetroyed the whole front of 
the Tuileries, made utter wreck 
of the public buildings along 
the Rue de I{iToli,Biid left their 
bldeouH impreea liere and there 
over the whole city of Paris, 
yet the French capital ifl to. 
day the moet beautiful dty in 
Europe. The wideboalevards, 
bned with shops where exqui- 
site articles of Dertu are ar- 
ranged with that perfection of 
taste which we call " French ; " 
the brilliantly decorated Cafia, 
shimmering with reflecUons 
from gilt ornaments in count- 
A FBMALB coMHUHTST AT SAY. (g^^ nurrors ; the tSU-d-tSe 

tables on the dde-walks behind wbich on chairs oi benches sit the 
social Frenchmen and chat over their abeintlie or env merit; the 
magnificent Louvre with Its treasures of art on canvas and in marble ; 
the Ene de Eivoli with its stately colonnades ; the Place de la Con- 
eorde, with its ornate fountains playing and skipping as gayly as if the 
terrible guiliotine had never towered in its midst and scattered bloody 
spray as king and queen, princes and princesses, fair heads and gtay, 
bowed and fell at its touch ; the Qardens of the Tuilories — the witness 
of so many terrors — where little children walk with their honfi4» and 
play merry games under the trees, or push mimic boats across the little 
lake ; above all the Champa ElysSes— true elysian fields— a wonder- 
ful avenue extending from the Place de la Concorde in a Etrught broad 
line to the Arc de Triomphe, Napoleon's honor to his victories ; all 
these, and scores of elegant buildings, churches and cathedrals. — some 
fresh with comparatively recent finish, some old and quaint with the 
*ust of centuries and the mystery of over-hanging legends, — attract and 
fasdnate the visitor. Born and bred in such an atmosphere of bril- 
liancy, mtb so much to delight the eye and intoxicate the senses, tbe 
true Parisian learns young to shed sorrow. Whatever cloud may 
hang over the country, whatever of douht or peril or doom, the real 
Frenchman will not suffer his spirits to be depressed or his pleasuras 
to be curtailed. He cultivates the little graces of life, neglects no op- 
portunity to bestow a compliment, and smootha over petty vmqyauccA 
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with a suavity and nonchalance that takes away the sting of many a 
misfortune. This trait, so defective in our more serious and anxious 
American character, constitutes the great charm of French society. In 
manners and in conversation, tact and politeness mark the French gen* 
tleman or lady. An example will illustrate. One afternoon twenty 
years ago the old Due de DoudeauviUe was slowly coming down stairs 
when he met a young gentleman of twenty bounding up toward the 
drawing-room he had just quitted. On seeing each other, both stopped 
short. Both bowed low, both were bare-headed, neither would pass 
the other. ^^Je vtrns en prie^ Monsieur" said the duke, waving his hat 
toward the room above. '•' Jamais, Monsieur le Due" replied the other. 
After a hsM dozen polite entreaties from the senior and as many 
equaUy polite refusals by the junior, a happy inspiration came to the 
relief of the latter. With a smile, and bending to his knees, he stepped 
up, uttering the following beautiful sentiment : ** I obey. Monsieur le 
Due ; obedience is the first duty of youth." 

The habit of living in fiats is almost universal in Paris. Each flat 
or story has its own conveniences for housekeeping, and is complete in 
itself. Houses of five or six flats thus contain as many distinct fami- 
liesL The great doors opening into the common court on the ground 
floor are attended by a ** concierge," without whose knowledge no one 
can leave or enter, so that a visitor is spared the annoyance of mount- 
ing several flights of stairs to seek some friend who may be absent. — 
A French breakfast consists of a long roll, fresh butter, and a cup of 
eafe-au-laxt (cofiee with milk)— often served in bed. At twelve o'clock 
is the dejeuner-d-ia-fourchette^ which includes soup, meats, and vege- 
tables. Dinner occurs generally at six o'clock, p.m., and consists of 
from five to ten courses, between each of which plates are changed. 
At hotels, the red wine of the country is usually furnished free of 
charge, and is placed upon the table, one bottle to every two persons. 
— The education of a French girl is very difierent from that of an 
American. She is never allowed to go into society, not even to appear 
on the street, without her mother or some older attendant. As to 
walking or riding alone with a young gentleman, it is a thing not to be 
mentioned to reputable ears. Marriages are contracted for by the 
parents of the bride, her wishes being supposed to be entirely subject 
to their own. Marriage notices are not advertised in newspapers, as 
with us, but circulars or billets are issued on large sheets of paper. 
Two of these are sent to each person whom the parties wish to remem- 
ber. One runs after this manner : " Monsieur and Madame A. have the 
honor to inform you of the marriage of Monsieur Alphonse A., their 
son, with Mademoiselle Julie B." The duplicate simply reverses the 
names thus : " Monsieur and Madame B. have the honor to inform you 
of the marriage of Mademoiselle Julie B., their daughter, with Mon- 
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Bieur Alphonse A." To those invited to the wedding, each circular 
contains the additional sentence, " and beg you to be present at the 

nuptial benediction which will be given to them on day, in 

church." Every couple, high or low, is obliged to go to the mayor's 
office to have the legal ceremony performed. That at the church is 
simply what the invitation purports, a ** benediction," and may be 
received immediately, or after the lapse of some days, as desired. The 
law is very rigid in France in matrimonial affairs. It must first be 
understood that every birth is obliged to be registered within twenty- 
four hours by the mayor of the arrondissement wherein it occurs — it 
was formerly the law to take the child — with exact dates, station of 
parents, data of their birth, etc. When a couple wish to marry, a copy 
of this birth-registry must be taken to the mayor, and also a paper con- 
taining the consent of the parents of both parties to the proposed mar- 
riage. If the parents of a young man refuse, and he is twenty-fivy 
years of age, he can engage a lawyer to plead his case with them ; if 
they still withhold their consent, the lawyer has power to grant him a 
paper to be used in its stead. Banns are then published and posted in 
the arrondissement where each party resides. At the marriage cere- 
mony all the above papers are required to be read. It will thus be seen 
that "marriages in haste "are not compatible with French customs. 
The ceremonies at the church vary greatly, being graduated according 
to the expense desired by the parties. Tnus a wedding in the aristo- 
cratic church of St. Roch is a costly affair ; especially if it be in the 
chapel dedicated to the Holy Virgin ; the length of the ceremony also 
depending upon the economy or extravagance of the parties. Funerals 
are regulated in the same manner, and one can be ordered at 25, 50, 
100 or 1000 francs, the feelings of the mourning relatives being often 
wrought upon to induce them to make as much display as possible. 
On grand funeral occasions the church-doors are hidden behind a mass 
of gloomy drapery, whereon appear the initials of the deceased and 
various emblems of sorrow. Black cloths are sometimes spread from 
the carriages, so that the ostentatious mourner may not for a moment 
lose sight of his affliction. In a spacious cathedral containing dif- 
ferent chapels, a wedding, a christening, and a funeral may often be 
witnessed at the same time. — It is only in the provinces of France that 
we now find glimpses of ancient and picturesque costume. The style 
of head-dress worn by Anne of Brittany is still in vogue among the 
peasant women of that country. Brittany itself, sparsely peopled, 
has many a quaint old town which stands almost as it stood in the 
middle ages. Among the sailors and fishermen in Finisterre, the old 
rich embroidered costumes are still much worn, and men in undressed 
sheep-skin cloaks, with long hair falling over their shoulders, remind 
the traveler of centuries gone by. The wars^d conscriptions have 
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greatly thinned the male population, but a conspicuous sight is the 
groups of market-women on a fine morning, hurrying along with their 
wares, pushing and beating their obstinate, over-laden donkeys with 
no gentle hand, and clad in white starched caps, short kirtles, coarse 
black hose, and enormous wooden sabots. Indeed the click-clank of 
these sabots is something almost deafening as one stands on the steps 
of some cathedral to see the crowd gather for religious service. In 
some parts of Brittany a custom is observed of disinterring a skull 
after a certain time, inscribing it with the names and titles of the 
deceased, and placing it in a niche in the church porch as a sort of 
monument ! Industries in these old towns are still carried on in the 
highways. Women walk through the streets spinning, with distaff 
under the arm, or knitting, while they balance loads of milk-jars or 
piles of bread-loaves on their heads. In solid, out-door work, women 
take equal part with men. The Brittany farmer breakfasts on soup — 
generally milk-soup^at half-past four in the morning. From five to 
ten are working hours. Then comes the dinner, of buckwheat pan- 
cakes, or buckwlieat porridge and milk. When milk fails, as it often 
does in winter, porridge is made of fermented oats. In the summer 
season, rest and sleep is taken from dinner-time till noon, when work 
is renewed. At three comes a luncheon of bread, or fried cakes, with 
milk or butter. At seven comes supper of soup and bacon. This is 
good farm living. In many a province, families subsist from year to 
year on less than a franc a day, paying nearly half of it for a pound of 
black bread, — a piece of meat being a luxury to be dreamed over, but 
not possessed. In the midst of such stolid poverty, how can education 
be a source of ambition ? A bit of cheese to soften coarse, black bread, 
may cause hungry eyes to glisten, but not till animal want is satisfied, 
and wages bear some adequate proportion to labor, can an ability to 
read and write be expected to possess«one charm for the poor French 
peasant. 
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1. What French king never wore the crown except at his coronation ? 

2. What two kings owed their power to their conversion? 

3. What was the *' Battle of the Brothers" ? 

4. Describe the similarity which exists in the close of the first three 

lines of kings. ' 

5. How many Henrys were there among the kings of France? 
^ 6. How many French kings have surrendered to the Germans? 

— 7. Name the great battles fought between the French and the 

English. 

8. What three men of note perished during the Religious Wars? 

9. What three great European monarchs were contemporaneous in 

the 16th century ? 
-^ 10. How many French kings have been dethroned ? 
^11. What century was the ** age of the lawyers " ? 

— 13. How many Revolutions. have there been in France ? 

13. What king was styled " The father of the people " ? 

14. How many Johns have reigned in France ? 
— 15. Nailie the principal victories of Turenne. 

16. Who said, on his ascension to the throne, " The king of France takes 
no revenge on the enemies of the Duke of Orleans " ? 

-^ 17. Name the causes and effects, the duration, the principal battles, and 
the prominent generals of the ** Seven Years War." 

" 18 What French king had the longest reign ? The shortest ? ' 

19. Which kings had the title of " Handsome," " Fair," etc. ? 

20. In what battle did the hungry soldiers throw away tbeir bread for 

the sake of fighting? 

21. To how many kings of France has a siege proved fatal ? 

22. What was the " Day of the Herrings " ? 

23. Who was the " Grand Monarch " ? 

24. Name the. best kings in the Capetian line. The Carlovingian line. 

25. Who was the " Well-beloved " ? 

26. What king became insane ? 

27. What kings had titles referring to physical qualities? To mental 

qualities? 

28. What king came to the throne bearing five coflBns ? 

29. What king used to wear images of saints, angels, etc., in his cap? 

30. What marriage laid th^ foundation of the rivalry between the houses 

of Austria and France ? 
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81. What battle did Tmenne gain by a winter march over the enow- 

clad moantains ? 

82. Describe the battles of Fontenay and Fontenoj. 

33. Compare Richelieu and Wolsey. 

34. How many great battles did Napoleon lose ? 

85. Name the causes, effects, duration, principal battles, and prominent 
generals of the " War of the Spanish Succession." 

36. What event in English history did Napoleon's dispersion of the 

Five Hundred resemble? 

37. What kdig said ** If honor perish from the rest of the world, it 

should survive in the breasts of kings " ? 

38. Tell the story of Jeanne Dare — the Maid of Orleana 

39. How many coalitions leading to war have been made against Fraaoe ? 

40. How many years have the descendants of Capet occupied the throne^ 

of France ? 

41. How many years has the government of France been a republic? 

An empire ? 

42. What monarch was styled ** The King of the Barricades " ? 

43. What was the feunous "04th of Strasburg"? What interest is 

connected with it ? 

44. Name the great battles of Ooiade. 

45. In how many great battles were the Austrians defeated by Napoleon ? 

46. What French king made the first invasion of Italy ? The last ? 

47. How many so-called " Battles of the Spurs " have there been ? 

48. When did the Germans first invade France ? 

49. Who were the " do-nothing kings " ? 

50. Who was Charles X. ? Loult XVH. ? 

51. Name the great victories of Luxembourg. 

52. Describe the two devastation! of the Palatinate. 

53. What victories did the PrincH of Orange win over the French ? 

54. How is Anne of Brittany's story allied to that of Mary of Burgundy ? 

55. What impress did the Romil^ns give to the Gallic character! The 

Teutons? TheNormanS? 

56. Whence did the French derive their love of a strong, centralize^ 

government ? 

57. Bound France at the ascensioii of Capet. 

58. What was the origin of the poWer of the French cities f 

59. What curious story is told of Hollo's doing homage for his fiei I 

60. What were the Capitularies of Charlemagne f 

61. Name some incident of the battle of Ivry. 

62. Give the causes, effects, duration, principal battles, and prominent 

generals of the " Hundred Years War." 

63. What English general, eighty years old, died on the last battle- 

field of this war? 
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64. What was the League of the Hague ? 

65. Of what queen was it said " The French language has only five 

words, The queen is so good " if 

66. Name some Italians who have attained great prominence in French 

politics. 

67. What child-kings have occupied the throlne of France f 

68. What was the Quadruple Alliance ? 

69. What great general won a battle while his king was being borne 

to the tomb ? 

70. Illustrate how often, in French history, a strong king has been fol- 

lowed by a weak one. 

71. For what are the dates, June 20, July 14, August 10, and September 

2-6, memorable in the French Revolution ? 

72. What were the Dragonades f 

73. Whom did Louis XIV. marry ? Louis XV. ? Louis XVL f 

74. Who was Madame Roland I 

75. Show how, in the French Revolution, the bourgeoisie overthrew the 

court and the privileged classes ; the mob, the bourgeoisie ; and 
finally, the reaction crushed the mob ? 

76. Explain the following sentence used by a historian : " Pope Gregory 

XIII. saw in Henry III. a second Louis V., and in Henry Duke 
of Guise, a new Hugh Capet." 

77. What French king was accustomed to go around buying paroquets! 

78. What king married a Russian princess? 

79. For what is Francis L noted in history I Louis XIV. ? Louis XV.? 

Henry IV. ? 

80. What was the characteristic trait of Louis IX.? Henry III.? 

Charles V. ? Philip II. ? 

81. Of what service to France was Louis XL ? 

82. What weak king was the son of an excellent father, father of an ex* 

cellent son, and husband of an excellent wife? 
88. Wliat ^eat events occurred in the time of Philip 1. 1 

84. What French kings reigned during the time of the Crusades? 

85. How many took part in them ? 

86. What was the Renaissance ? 

87. What was the " Day of the Dupes " ? 

88. Who were the three great French Ministers of Finance ? 

89. What dying warning did Francis I. give his son ? 

90. What French kings reigned during the time of the Hundred Years 

War? 

91. What king was the first man in Europe, but the second in France ? 

92. What was the ** Year of Corbie " ? 

93. Why are there so many French artisans in England ? 

94. Who said he did not make peace like a merchant ? 

95. Who was ** Corporal Violet " ! 
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96. Who was the ** bravest of the brave " ? 

87. When did a charge of a email body of cavalry decide a gpreat 
battle ? 

98. How many times have foreign armies taken Paris I 

99. What was the Holy Alliance ? 

90. What is meant by the *' Three days of July " ? 

01. What two kings were out hunting when a revolution was im- 

X^ending ? 

02. Who was the first king of the French ? 

03. Who was the last king of France ? 

04. What two great generals and statesmen died during a tempest ? 

05. What were the causes of' the Revolution of 1789 ? 18S0 ? .1848 ? 

1871? Effects of each ? 

06. Who was the " Little Corporal " ? 

07. What was the "Tennis-court oath " ? 

08. What was the cause of the downfall of Napoleon I. ? Napoleon III. ? 

09. Where was the last States General held ? 

10. What was the origin of the tricolor ? 

11. Where are the keys of the Bastille? 

12. What were the assrgnats ? 

13. What was the origin of the French National Guards? 

14. Did any of the royal family who left the Tuileries for the Assem- 

bly, Aug. 10» 1792, ever enter the palace again ? 

15. What was the first victory of the French Republic? Its effect ? 

16. Should Louis XVI. be blamed for the Revolution ? 

17. How many times did Napoleon enter Vienna as a conqueror? 

18. What battle did Napoleon lose on account of the rise of a river 

in his rear ? 

19. What was the " Battle of the Nations " ? 

20. What was the " Day of the Sections " ? 

21. What was the " Seven Years War " called in America ? 

22. What battle was decided by a wonderful charge under Macdonald ? 

23. What great capitals of Europe did Napoleon enter in triumph ? 

24. What were ** Steinkirk Cravats " ? 

25. What was Napoleon's first great victory ? His last ? 

26. What German emperor married a French princess, and yet never 

saw his bride ? 

27. When was a " bump of the head " fatal to a king ? 

28. What was the Concordat? 

29. What was the Perpetual Peace ? 

30. What were the Annates ? 

31. What king spoke of his successor as " a big boy who would spoil 

all " ? 
132. What was the Pragmatic Sanction ? 
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133. What two great monarchs once wrestled and changed clothes, like 

schoolboys ? 

134. What three kings in succession led great armies into Italy ? 

135. Who was the clievalier '* without fear and without reproach " ? 

136. What king sent his own sons to pnson in order to release himself? 

137. Who was the " Dumb Captain " ? 

138. In what contest were there four Henrys engaged ? 

139. Who was called " Monsieur" in France ? 

140. Who was styled the " King of Paris" ? 

141. Who led the first French expedition into Italy? State its effect. 

142. What great king, when dauphin, ran away from battle like a 

coward ? • 

143. Who was the Black Prince ? 

144 Illustrate how dependent upon its king France was, during the 
middle ages. 

145. What great war was marked by the capture of a king and a pope, 

and the sack of Rome ? 

146. What kings left each three sons to reign ? 

147. Who was - Le Balafre " ? 

148. Which Charles was called " the victorious " ? 

149. Name the principal battles of Napoleon I. 

150. Give an account of Napoleon at the Bridge of Lodi 

151. What were the Berlin decrees? 

152. On all the public buildings in Paris are inscribed the words— 

" Liberte, Egalite, Equalile." When and where did this motto 
take its rise ? ■7*. J; • /, \* \ 

153. Illustrate Charles VII. 's apathy. Louis XI. 's cruelty. Henry IV. 's 

good humor. Louis XIV. 's dignity. Louis IX. 's goodness. 
Cliarles IX. 's weakness. Napoleon I. 's despotism. Francis I. 's 
bravery. Philip II.'s ambition. Henry Ill's buffoonery. 
Louis XV.'s profligacy. Philip IV. 's unscrupulousness. 

154. Who was the *' Bastard of Orleans " ? 

155. After what battle were a lar^e number of soldiers drowned by the 

breaking of the ice under a shower of cannon balls? 

156. In what siege was Buonaparte a captain of artillery? 

157. What peculiar tactics did Napoleon adopt at Marengo? 

158. What is meant by the " sun of Austerlitz " ? 

159. Who raised the first standing army in France? 

160. When Louis XI. met Edward IV. of England, we read that " being 

mindful of the catastrophe of Montereau, he took great pains 
to guard against treachery." Explain. 

161. What French king first obtained the title of "His Most Christian 

Majesty"? 

162. Who was the lady of Beaujeu ? 

163. What queens of France were divorced? 
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164. When, where, and between whom was the battle of Guinegate 

fought? Steinkirk? Lens? Blenheim? Jena? Pavia? 
Waterloo ? Wagram ? Oudenarde ? 

165. What monarch persecuted the Protestants in France, and pro- 

tected them in Germany ? 

166. What monarch wore high-heeled shoes ? 

167. What is meant by the elder and the younger branches of the 

Bourbons ? 

168. What were the Reform banquets ? 

169. What became of Napoleon I.'s son ? 

170. Of Louis XVI/s son ? 

171. What relation vifi.a Napoleon III. to Napoleon L ? 

172. Explain the coup d'etat of December 2. 

173. What were the causes of the riots of June '51 ? 

174. Why was Gen. Cavaignac called the " saver of France " ? 

175. What is meant by the •* Constitution of the year VIII." ? 

176. Who was the ** prisoner of Ham " ? 

177. Who was the "exile of St. Helena"? 

178. Duruy says, "Napoleon III. was not a royal do-nothing.'* Ex- 

plain the allusion. 

179. What was the cause of the long hatred between England and 

Franco? 

180. Who is styled Napoleon IV. ? 

181. Who is styled Henry V. ? 

183. Explain the calendar adopted during the French Revolution^ 

183. Describe the retreat from Moscow. 

184. What king was mocked by magpies ? 

185. What was the duration of the so-caUed Hundred Tears War?.' 

186. Who was Napoleon II. ? 

187. What kings were assassinated ? 

183. What king occupied a different bed every night ? 

189. Illustrate the love of the soldiers for Napoleon I. 

190. What king was killed in a tournament ? 

191. Who said he " would rather have his people laugh at his economy 

than weep over his taxes " ? 

192. What were the '* Spanish marriages "? 

193. Who was the " Citizen king " ? 

194. Give an account of the assassination of the Duke of Berri. Its 

political importance. 

195. Why was Louis Philippe called a tyrant by the republicans, a 

usurper by the legitimists, and an illegal ruler by the Buona- 
partists ? 

196. What was the " Infernal machine " ? 

197. What was the Treaty of Paris ? Vienna? Pr^sburg? Luneyill©? 

Amiens ? Campo Formio ? 
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198. What was the League of Cambrai ? 

199. Who said " He who loves me follows me " ? 

200. How many times has France been declared a republic? 

201. What is meant by '* The Revolution " ? ** The Hundred Days " ? 

*' The Restoration"? 

202. To what Ime of kings did Charles V. belong? Henry IV? 

Louis XV. ? Charles the Simple ? 

203. Who is the Count of Chambord ? What relation is he to the fam- 

ous Egalite of the Revolution ? 

204. What was the Mountain ? 

20*1. Give an account of the Mississippi Scheme. 

206. Who was the " phantom Charles X." ? 

207. Which kings were the most despotic ? 

208. Who were the Girondists? 

209. Who was the "Bearnois"? 

210. Give an account of the death of the Duke d'Enghien. 

211. What was a bed of justice? 

212. What infant in his cradle received the title of the "King of Rome" ? 

213. In what battle were spurs of more service than swords? 

214. Who were the Leaguers ? 

215. For what is Necker noted ? 

216. What was the *' Day of the Barricades " ? 

217. In what century was the " Age of Louis XIV." ? 

218. Who suppressed the Templars? 

219. Who were styled " The Monkeys " ? 

220. Who was the "King of Bourges"? 

221. What king pawned a lady's jewels to get money to carry on a war ? 

222. What was the " ninth Thermidor " ? 

223. Name the great men who clustered about the throne of Louis XIV. 
224 What women have exerted a great influence on French history ? 

225. For what is Malmaison noted ? Fontainebleau ? 

226. What two kings reigned the same number of years ? 

227. Who were the "Knitters"? 

228. In what did Louis Philippe differ from all other French monarchs? 

229. What are " Lettres de cachet "t 

230. What dynasties ended with the reigns of three brothers ? 

231. Who was the ** King of the Gentlemen " ? 

232. What king married Mary, afterward Queen of Scots ? 

233. What great minister was buried at night ? 

234. What were the last words of Louis XIV. ? Francis I. ? Napoleon I. ? 

235. What encomium did Edward III. pass oil Charles V. ? 

236. What was the " La Jeunesse Doree " ? 

237. Name the kings of the fourteenth century. The eighteenth. 

238. Who was king of France in 1066 ? 1572 ? 1648 ? 1776 ? 
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GENEALOGICAL TABLE OF TIJE JJEROVINGI^N DYNASTY. 



Oodion 
(437-448). 

Meroyens 

(448-4B6). 

Childeric L 
(46M81). 

Clovis 
(481-611). 



Thieny I., Chlodomlr, Chfldebert I., 
k. of Metz. k. of Orleans. k. of Paris. 



Clotaire I., 
k. of SoissoxM, 
sole king 
(568-561). 



Caribert, 

k. of Paris 

(ob. 567). 



Gontnuif 
k. of Burgundy. 



Sigebert I., 

k. or Austrasia 

(Ob. 576). 

Cbildebert II., 
k. of Austrasia 
and Burgundy. 

I 



Childeric I., 

k. of Soissons 

(ob. 664). 

Clotaire 11., 
sole king 
(618-(S^ 



Theodebert, 

k. of Austrasia 

(ob. 613). 



Thierry II., 

k. of Burgundy 

(ob. 618)). 



Dagobert I., 
BolekiDi 



Carioert, 
k. of Aquitaine. 



Sigebert n., 
k. of Austrasia. 



Clovis II. 
(688-666). 



Boggis, 
d. of Aquitaine. 



LQUltS 

ides. 



Euc 
d. of Aquitaine 
(688->^. 



I 



Dagobert 11., Clotaire in., Childeric II., 
k. of Austrasia. k. of Neustria, k. of Austrasia. 

(666-670). 



Clotaire IV., 
k. of Austrasia 
(ob. 719). 



I 

Clovis 
(678-674). 



Thierry HI., 
k. of Burgundy. 

.1 



Childeric II. aovis m. Cbildebert III 
I (691-695). (695-711). 

Childeric III. Dagobert m. 

ma-752\ (711-715). 

deposed by Pepin le Bret | 

Thierry IV. 
(780-787). 
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GENEALOGICAL TABLE OF THE Ci^RLOVING^NS. 



Pepin of Landen, 

mayor of the palace in Aastrasia 

(Ob. 639). 



Amul^ 
brother of Pepin. 



Orimoald 
(Ob. 666). 



Begga = 
inof ] 



AnsQghiB. 



Pepin of HeriBtal, 

d. of the Franks 

(Ob. 714). 

I 



Drogo, Grimoald, 

d. of Champagne. mayor in Neustria. 



Charles Martel 
(Ob. 741). 



C!arloman, 

becomes a monk 

(747). 



Pepin le Bref, 

k. of the Franks 

(752). 

CHABLBMAGin 

(768-814). 

Lonis le D6bonnafre 
(814-840). 



Orypho 
Cob.T98). 



Lothaire, 
emperor 
(Ob. 855). 



Louis II, 
emperor 
(Ob. 675). 



Lothalre, 

k.of 
Lorraine 
(Ob. 869). 



k.of 
Bargnndy 

and 
Proyence 
(ob. 868). 



Pepin 
(ob. 838). 



Pepin n., 

k. of 
Aqnitaine. 



Louis the 

German 

(ob. 876). 



Charles 

the Fat, 

k. and 

emperor 

(ob. 88^. 



Charles the 

Bald, 

k. of France 

(ob. 877). 



Lonis 
leB6gne 
(ob. 879). 
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GENE^LOGICiJL T^BLE OF TIJE CAPETI^N DYNi^STY. 

L Fbox thb Accession or Hugh Capet to the Accession of thx 

House of Valois. 

Robert the Strong, coant of Anjou, ob. 867. 



Eades, count of Paris, 
king, 888-898. 



b, dnkc 



Robert, duke of France, 
ob. 9S3. 

I 



Hugh le Grande or le Blanc, 
duke of France and count of Paris, 
ob. 966. 

Hugh Capet, king, 967-d96. 

Robert, king, 996-1031. 



Emma = Rodolph, king of France 



Hngh, crownec* in hit* father^s 
Ufetime (ob. 1026). 



Henry I., 
king, 1031-1060. 



Robert, doke of Burgundy. 



Philip I., king, 1060-1108. 

Louis VI. Oe Gros), king, 1108-1137. 

Louis Vn. (le Jeune), king, 1137-1180. 

Philip n. (Augustus), king, 1180-1228. 

Louis Vm., king, 1223-1226. 



Louis IX. (St. Louis) 
king, 1226-1270. 



Charles, count of Ai^ou and Provence, 
founder of the royal house of Naples. 



Philip in. OeHardi), 
king, 1270-1286. 



Robert, count of CHermont, 
founder of the house of Bourbon. 



KiilipIV OeBel), 
king, 1285-1314. 



Charles, count of Valois, 
founder of the house of Valois. 



Louis X (leHutin), 
kmg, 1314-1316. 

Jeanne, m. PhiUp, 

king of Navarre, 

ob. 1349. 

CharlAn 
king of Navarre. 



Philip V. (le Long), 
king, 1316-1322. 



Charles IV. (le Bel), 
king, 182^1828. 



Isabella, 

m. Edward TI. of 

England. 

Edward HI. of 
England. 



n. 

IV. 
V. 



House of Valois. 

Philip Vl.-Charles vm. 1828-1«8. 
House of Valois-Orleans. 

Louis XIL— Henry m. 1498-1589. 
House oh* Bourbon. 

Henry IV.— Charles X. 1589-1793 ; and 1814-1880. 
House of Orleans. 

Louis PhiUppe. 1830-1848. 
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GENEALOGICAL TABLE OF THE tjOUSE OF V^LOIS. 

Charles, count of YaloiB, yonnger bod of King Philip IIL 

Philip VI., kiDg, 1828-1350. 

John (le Bon), king, 1350-1364. 

Charlss V. (le &age), Louis, duke of Anjon, John, dnke Philip, d. of Burgundy, 

king, 1864-1330. founder of tho 2d royal of Berry. ob. 1404 

house of Naples. (seu below). 



Charles VI. (le Bien-aim6), king, 1380-1422 Louis, duke of Orleans, 

= Isabella of Bavaria. assassinated 1407, 

I founder of the line of Valois-Orleans. 

Louis, John, Charles VIT. Isabella Catharine 

ob. 1415. ob. 1416. (le Victorieux), = 1. Richard II. of England. = Henry V. 

king, 1422-1461. 2. Duke of Orleans. of England. 

liOnis XI., king, 1461-1488. Charles, duke of Berry. Four daughters. 

Charles Vm., king, Anne = Jeanne = 

1488-1496. Sire de Beai^eu. Duke of Orleans, 

afterward Louis XII. 
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GENEALOGICAL T^BLE OF TIJE SECOND DUC^L I;IOUSE OF 

BURGUNDY. 

John, king of France, inherits the duchy as nearest heir male of the late Duke 
Philippe de Rouvre, 1361. 

Philip, fourth son of King John, created Duke of Burgundy, 1364. 

Jean sans Peur, killed at Montereau, 1419. 

Philip (le Bon), ob. 1467. 

Charles (le Tfimfiraire), ob. 1477. 

Mary, duchess of Burgundy = Maximilian, archduke of Austria. 

Philip, archdnke of Austria, = Juana, heiress of Castile and Aragon. 
and sovereign of the Netherlands, 

ob. 1506. 
Charles V., king of Spain, sovereign of the Netherlands, and emperor, ISld. 



xvi dEKEALOdldAi. Cables* 

GENEALOGICAL TABLE OF THE I^OUSE OF fioURBON. 

Robert, connt of Clermont = Beatrice, heiresB of Bonrbon, 1272. 
younger son of St. Lonis. I 

Lonie, dake of Boorbon, ob. 1841. 



Peter, duke of Bonrbon, JameB, count de la Marche. 

ance»tor of the Constable I «. ,* 

Charles, duke of Bourbon. John, count de la Marche= Catharine, heiress of vendome 

Louis, count of YendOme, ob. 1447. 

John, count of v endOme, ob. 1477. 



Francis, count of YendOme. Louis, prince of La Boche-sur-Yon 
I = Louisa, countess of Montpensier. 

I This branch became extinct 1608. 

Charles, first duke of YendOme. 

I 
Antoine, duke of YendOme= Jeanne d'Albret, queen of Navarre, ob. 167S. 

I 
Hehbt IY., kinff of Prance and Navarre, ob. 1589-1610. 
= 1. Marguerite de Yalois, d. of Henry II. 

2. Mary de'Medici. 
! 

Louis XIII., king, Gaston, duke of Elizabeth Christiana Henrietta Maria 

1610-1648= Anne Orleans, = Philip IY. =dukeof = Charles I. 

of Austria, d. of ob. 1660. of Spain, Savoy, of England, 

Philip m. of Spain. ob. 1664. ob. 1668. ob. 1660. 

Louis XIY^king, 1643-1716 Philip, duke of Orleans 

= Maria Theresa, d. of (founder of the branch of Bourbon-Orleans), 

Philip IY. of Spain. ob. 1701. 

Louis, the dauphin, ob. 1711=Mary Anne Christine Yictoire of Bavaria. 



Louis, duke of Burgundy, Philip Y. of Spain. Charles, duke of Berry, 

ob. 1712=Mary Adelaide ob. 1714. 

of Savoy. 

Louis XV., king, 1716-1774= Mary Leczynska of Poland. 



Louis, the dauphin, ob. 1765. Six daughters. 



Louis XYT., Louis Stanislas Xavier, Charles Philip, Three 

king, 1774-1798 count of Provence, count of Artois, daughters. 

=Marie Antoinette afterward Louis XYin., afterward Cdarlbs X., 

of Austria. king, 1814-1824. king, 1824-1830, ob. 1836. 

I i I j 

Maria Theresa Loins XYII. Louis, duke of Charles Perdinand,duke of 

= Louis, duke never reigned, Angouldme Berry, assassinated, Feb. 182a 

of Angouldmc. ob. 1795. =MnriA Theresa, 

daughter of Louis XVI. 



iienry, duke of Bordeaux, Louisa, 

comie de Chambord— " Henry Y." dachess of Fanna. 
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dtSKHALdaXOAL iAtHMHi 



FEUDAL STATES OF SOUTHERN FRANCE. 



A. D 

768 

819 
839 
852 
873 
878 
880 



1036 



1052 



1271 
1422 



TOULOUSE 

(Count). 



Ra3rmond I. 



who has 



GOTHIA or 
NARBONNH 

(Duke or Marquis). 



Bernard L dies, 
five beneficiaiy 

dukes 

to 

Bernard III. 

William the Pious 
dies childless, 918 ; 
the duchy falls to 
Toulouse. 



twelve 



successors. 



to 



Ra3rmond VII., who cedes half to 
Louis IX , and half to his daugh 
ter, who marries the brother of 
St. Louis, and he, dying childless, 
leaves the rest to Philip III. 
(1271). 



GUHiNNE or 
AQUrrAINB 

(Duke). 



Rainulf (son of 
Bernard II. of 
Gothia), 

eleven heredi 
tary 

dukes to 

WiUiamZ. 

(whose daugh- 
ter Alienor m. 
Henry, Count of 
Anjou, and King 
of England. 

The duchy finally ceded to 
France under Charles VII. 



GASCON7 

(Duke). 

Lupus L, 
four Dukes to 

Waififer, 

five bene- 
fidaiy 

dukes 

to 

Sancho 
Milarra, 

seven heredi- 
tary 

dukes 

to 

Berenger 

(who dies 

childless, and 

Gascony falls 

to Aquitame). 
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ADDITIONS TO FRENCH MONARCHY. 



SUCCESSIVE ADDITIONS TO THE FRENCFJ 

MONpCHY. 



JkOe. 

1068 
106S 
1100 

1183 

1186 
1208 

»4 



1305 
1909 

1229 

1283 
1265 
1267 
1270 
1285 

1349 



DUtHcL 



Gltinii& 
French Yezift 
Bonrges 

Vermandois, Amiens 

Valois 

Touraine, Ai^ou, 
Maine, Foitoa 

Saintonge 



Normandy 
Anvergne 

B6zierB, Narbonne, 
Ntmes, Velay, Al- 
bigeols 

Bloie, Chartres 

G^vandan 

Perche 

Lnngnedoc, Vlvarais, 
Boaergue 

Champagne and Brie 

Lyonnais 

Daaphin6 



mnff. 



PhiUpI. 

44 



«4 



PhUip Ancofltus 



(4 
44 



44 



44 



•A 

44 

44 

44 



St. Louis (IX.) 



44 



44 



4« 



4* 



44 



PhiUp III. 
Philip IV. 

4k 

PhiUp VIr 



CIrctmutanees. 



Acquired from Falk of Anjoa. 

Acquired from Simon of Valois. 

Bought of Herpin its Connt going 
on Crusade. 

Taken ftt)m Philip of Flanders, on 
his wife's death. 

Ditto. 

Oonflscated from King John of 
Boffland. [Permanently ao- 
qolm by St. Louis, 1258]. 

Confiscated from King John of 
England. [Ceded at Bretigny, 
1360, to Surbnd : reconquered 
by Charles Y. and Charles VII.] 

Taken by conquest from King 
John of England. 

Confiscated from Ouy Its Count 
[Finally secur ed to the Crown 
by Louis Xm.] 

After Albigensian war. 



Bought from Thibault of Cham- 
pagne. 

Bought from Count of Barcelona. 
[Confirmed to Philip IV., 1306.] 

Fell in on extinction of the 
Perche ihmily. 

On extinction of the House of St 
GUIes. 

By marriage with the heiress. 

By acreement with the Archbishop 
and Burghers. 

Bought ftt)m the last Dauphin of 
Vleime, 



ADDITIONS TO FRENCH MONARCHY. XXl 



DalU, 


mstrict. 


1370 


Limonein 


1463 


Guienne and Oaecony 


1479 


Buiigiindy 


4i 


Marche 


1487 


Provence 


1533 


An&;oumoi8, Forez, 
Beaujolais 


1531 


Boarbon and Dau- 
phin^ d'Auvergne 


1647 


Brittany 


1548 


Comminj^B 


1563 


TroiB-Bvdcb^s [Metz, 
Verdun, Toull 


1689 


Bdarn, Navarre, Bi- 
gorre, Foix, Ar- 
magnac 


1601 


BresBe and Bogey 


1648 


AlBace 



King, 



1660 

1666 

1668 

1678 

1681 

1684 
1766 



Charles V. 

Charles VU. 
liOUisXI. 

44 

it 

Francis I. 

4k 



Charles VHI.aud 
Louis XII. 

and Francis I. 



Henry U. 
Henry rv. 

44 



liouis XIII. and 

liouis xrv. 



RouBBiUon and Artois 

Nivemois 

Flanders and Hain- 
ault 

Franche-Comt6 

Strasbnrg 

Charolais 
Lorraine 



II 



44 



liOuisXIV. 



4» 



44 



44 



44 



Louis ZV, 



drcumstanceB. 



Conqnered ftom the English. 

SViBC. of Limoges Becnred 
Inally under Henry IV.] 

Conquered from the English. 



Annexed on death of Charles the 
Rash, Duke of Burgundy. 

Confiscated from the House of 
Armagnac. 

On death of the last Count. 

Patrimony. 

ConfiBcated from the Constable 
de Bourbon. 

By marriage with Anne of Brit- 
tany. 

By marriage with the daughter 
of Anne of Brittany. 

On extinction of the Commin^s^ 
fitmily. 

Secured to Prance by the Treaty 
of Westphalia, 16481 

Patrimony. 



Exchanged against Saluces with 
the Duke of Savoy. 



By <k)oqueBt from Germany. Se- 
cured to Prance by the Treaty 
of Westphalia, 1648. 

fiy conquest. Secured by the 
Treaty of the Pyrenees, 16Q9. 

On extinction of the Nivemois 
family. 

Secured by the Treaty of Aix-la- 
Chapelle. 

Secured by the Treaty of Nim- 
wegen. 

Secured by Treaty of Ryswick, 
1697. 

Confiscated from Spain. 

Secured by Treaty of Vienna, 1816. 
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HOUSES OP liOERAINE AND GUISE. 
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CLAIMS TO SPANISH SUCCESSION. Xxiii 



ClJ^IllfS TO TIjE SPJ^NISij SUCCESSION. 



(1.) Claim of Fbance. 

LoviB Xrv. = Maria Theresa, d. of Philip IV. of Spaixu 
Lonis, Danphin = Maria Anna of Bavaria. 

Louis, dnke of Burgundy. P^^Px ^^^ ot Ai^on, Charles, duke of Berxy. 

Einff of Spain as Phiijp V., 
Nov., 1700. 
Louis XV. 



(2.) Claim of Bayabl^ 

Leopold I. , Emperor = Maria Margarita, younger d. of Philip IV. of Spain. 

Maria Antonia, Archduchess = Maximilian, elector of Bavaria. 

I 
Joseph Ferdinand, electoral prince of Bavaria, 
declared heir to the Spanish throne, 1096; ob. Feb. 6, 1009. 



^8.) Claim of Austria. 

Maria Anna, younger d. of = Ferdinand m.. Emperor. 
Philip in. of Spain. 



Leopold I. , Emperor = Maria Margarita, d. of Philip IV. 



Joieph L , Emperor, 1706. Charles Francis Joseph, 

declared King of Spain, 1700 ; 
Emperor, 1711. 



CIJRONOLOGIGJJL TJJBLE OF TIJE FRENCI;! KINGS. 

[S&E THE GENEALOOICAIi TABLES. 



KINGS OF THE FRANKS. 

MEROVINGIAN LINE. 

481. Clovis. 

511 . Thierry, Chlodomir, Childebert I., Clotaire, 

559. Clotaire. 

561. Caribert, Gontrax, Chilfebic I., Sigebert. 

584. Childebert II. 

590. Theodebert, Thierry II., Clotaire II. 

628. Dagobert I. 

638. Clovis II., Sigebert II. 

656. Clotaire III., Childeric II. 

673. Thierry III., Dagobert II. 

691. CL0VI3 III. 

695. Childebert III. ) Fain^anta. 

711. Dagobert III. 

715. Chilpbric II. 

720. Thierry IV. 

742. Childeric III. 

CARL.OVINGIAN LINE. 

752. Pepin. 

768. Charlemagne. 

814. Louis (le D^bonnaire). 

KINGS OF FRANCE. 

848. Charles (the Bald). 

877. Louis (the Stammerer). 

879. Louis III., and Carloman. 

884. Charles (the Fat of Germany). 

892. Charles III. (the Simple). 

936. Louis IV. (d'outre-mer). 

954. Lothaire. 

986. Louis V. (the Idle). 

CAPETIAN line. 

987. Hugh Capbt. 
996. Robert. 

1031. Henry I. 

1080. Philip I. 



FBEKCH EIKGS. ZXY 

i 

! 
i 



1108. 


LouiB VI. (the Fat). 


1137. 


Louis VII. (the Yonng). 


1180. 


Philip II. (Philip Augustus). 


1223. 


Louis VIII. 


1226. 


Louis IX. (Saint Louis). 


1270. 


Phtt.tp IIL (the Hardy). 


1285. 


Philip IV. (the Handsome). 


1^14 


Loins X. (le Hutin, or Qnarrelsome). 


1316. 


Philip V. (the Long). 
Chables IV. (the Handsome). 


1322* 




VALOIS BRANCH. 


1328. 


Philip VI. (de Valois). 


1350. 


John (the Good-natai«d). 


1364. 


Charles V. 


1380. 


Charles VL 


1423, 


Charles VJLL 


1461. 


Louis XL 


1483. 


Charles VIIT. 




VALOIS-ORLEANS. 


1488. 


Louis XII. 




VAL.OIS-ANGOULEME. 


1515. 


Francis I. 


1547. 


Henrt II. 


1559. 


Francis II. 


1560. 


Charles IX. 


1574 


Henry III. 




BOURBON BRANCH. 


1589. 


Henry IV. 


1610. 


Louis XIII. 


1643. 


Tx)uis XIV. 


1715. 


Louis XV. 


1774 


Louis XVI. 


1793. 


The First Republic. 


1804 


The First Empire— Napoleon, 


1814 


Louis XVIII. 


1824. 


Charles X. 



KING OF THE FRENCH. 

BOURBON-ORLEANS. 

1830. Louis Philippe. 
1848. The Second Republic. 

1852. The Second Empire. 

1870. The Third Republic. 



I j^ 5 ? ;(. 



■oOCOo- 



Abd-bitKadsb, VI8. 
Abelard, 7L 
Aboakir, battle of, 229. 
Acre, siege of, 829. 
Agnadello, battle of, 110. 
Mx, la 

Aix-la<Jhapelle, 26. ^ 

^ treaty of, 183, 181. 
AIbi,61. 
AlbigenBes, 61. 
Alcuin, 25, 86. 
Alencon, Duke of, 75. 
Alexander, the Bmperor, 242. 
Algeria, 278. 
AUodial lands, 82. 
Alsace, 164. 

Amboise, conspiracy of, 120. 
America, war in, 187. 
Amiens, peace of, 238. 
Ancients, conncil of, 220. 
Angooldme, Duke ot 112. 
Anjou, Dake of, 83, 138. 
Annates, 114. 
Anne of Austria, 149, 152. 

»* ** Beaiijeu, 99. 

" " Brittany, 101, 108, 109. 
Aqnitaine, 23, 40. 
Arc, Joan of, 89. 
Arcole, 225. 
Arians, 14- 
Armagnacs, 88. 
Arqaes, battle of 188. 
Arras, treaties of, 93, 96. 
Aspem, battle of. 247. 
Assembly, Constitaent, 196. 
" Legislative, 206. 
^' National, 213. 
Assignats, 207. 
AttiJa, 12. 

Aagsbarg, EiOagae of, 189. 
Augustas, Philip n., 47. 
AusterUtz, battle of, 244. 
Austrasia, 18, 19. 
Avignon, 52, 66. 
Azincourt, 88. 

BAIU.T, 202, 

Balaf^,le, 182. 
Banquets, political, 279. 
Barbarossa, 118. 
Barras, 221. 
Barricades, day ot the, 168. 



Barri, Goiiiite«B dn, 181. 
Barthelemy, 281. 

Bartholomew. St. , massacre of, 180. 
Bassano, battle of, 226. 
Bastille, 175, 201. 
Bantzen, battle of, 26& 
Bilyard, 113. 
Bazaine, 290. 
Beam, 128. 

E6amois (Henry of Navarre), 128. 
Beauhamais, Eugdne de, 228. 
Beai^eu, lady of, 99. 
Becket, Thomas Ik, 47. 
Bed of justice, 154. 
Benedictine monks, 81. 
Beresina, passage of the, 266. 
Berlin decrees, 246. 
Bernard, St., passage of, 288. 
Bemadotte, Marshal, 261. 
Berri, Duke of. 8a 
Bertha, wife of Robert, 8& 
Bertrand du Guesclln, 81. 
Biron, Marshal, 148. 
Black death, 70 
Blanche of Castille, 52. 
Blenheim, battle of, 179L 
Blois, castle of, 184. 
Blflcher, Qeneral. 268. ' 
Boniface, Pope, 84. 
Borgia, Cesar, lia 
Borodino, battle of, 261 
Bossuet, 167. 
BoufQers, Marshal, 172. 
Bourbon, Antoine de (King of Navarre). 
126, 128. 

" Constable de, 115, 117. 
Cardinal of. 188. 
Duke of, 177. 

" Houce of, 138. 
Bourdalone, 167. 
Bourgeois, 67, 89. 149. 
Bouvines, battle of, 49. 
Bretigny, treaty of, 79. 
Brienne, de. Archbishop, 190. 
Brittany, 28, 101. 
Bruges, 62. 
Branehaut, 19, 
Buonaparte, Napoleon, 2n. 
Burgundians, 12, 14, 88. 
Burgundy, 98. 

^' Duke of, Jean sans Pear, 88. 

*' '" Philip the Bold, sis, 96. 
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Bnigimdy, Duke of, Philip tbe Good, 88. 
^* Mary of, 98. 

CadottdaLj Qeorges, 289. 
CsBBar, Julius, 11. 
Calais, 76, 123. 
Calonne, 190. 
Calvin, 119. 
Cambrai, league of, 110. 

** peace of, 117. 
Campo Fonnio, treaty of, 226, 
Capet. Hugh, 81, 86. 
Capetian line, 87. 
Capitularies. 25. 
Carbonari, 272. 
Carloman. 28. 
Carlovingian Use, 28. 
Camot, m 

Cassel, battle of, 72, 165. 
Castiglione, battle of, 221 
C&teau-Cambresis, peace of, 123. 
Catharine de' Medici, 121, 126. 
Catinat, Marshal, 170. 
Castillon, 93. 
Cavaignac, 282. 
Chalals, Count of. 162. 
Chftlons, battle of, 12. 
Chambord, Count of, 27S. 
Champagne. 60. 
Champ ae Mars, 24 
Chanoos, 81. 
Charlemagne, 28. 
Charles ^rtel, 20. 
Charles I., zxiv., table in Appendix. 
" n.. the Fat, xxiv., table in App. 

nt., the Simple, xxiv., " 

IV., le Bel, 65. 

v., the Wise, 80. 

VI., the Well-beloved, 83. 
" VII., the Victorious, 88. 
" Vni., TAflBable, 99. 

IX., 126. 

X., 186, 272. 

of Anjou, 60. 

of Valois, 66. 

V. of Spain, 114 

the Bold, 95. 

the Bad, 76. 
Charlotte Coiday, 215. 
Childeric, 23. 
Chivalry, 53. 
Chlodowig, la 
Choieeul, 182. 
Christian church, 18. 
Church, the, 14. 
Church building, 143. 
Cinq-Mars, 168. 

Civil-religious wars, period of; 135. 
Cll»8on, Constable, 84. 
Clootz, Anacharsis, 318. 
Closter-seven, 182. 
Clotaire, 18. 
Clotilda, 17. 
Clovis, 13, 17. 
Colbert, 161. 
Coligny, Admiral, 126. 
Committee of Public Safety, 316. 
Communes. 46, 53, 304 
Concini,148. 
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Concordat, 118. ^ 

Condition of society, Ac, 82, 52, 68, 76, 

144, 184, 198. 
Condi the Qreat, 157. 

" Prince of. 126 J28. 
Confederation of the Rhine, 244. 
Conflans, trea^ of, 95. 
Constance of Toulouse, 89. 
Consulate, the, 235. 
Continental system, the, 246. 
Corbie, siege of, 164. 
Corday, Charlotte, 215. 
Cordelier Club, 206. 
Corneille. 167. 
CorvSe, tne, 184. 
Coup d^6tat, 283. 
Courtrai, 63. 
Courts of Love, 64 
Coutras, battle of, 188. 
Crecy, battle of, 74. 
Crespy, treaty of, 118. 
Crevant-sur-Yonne, 89. 
Crevelt, battle of, 183. 
Crillon, Duke of, 136. 
Crimean war, 284. 
Crusade, period of, 48b 

Daoobebt, 19. 
Danton,311. 
D^Arc, Jeanne, 89. 
Dauphin, origin of name, 76. 
Day of the Herrings, 89. 

**^ " • Dupes, 163. 

" " Barricades, 158. 
Decades, 318. 
Denis, St., 128, 164. 
Descartes, 197. 
Desmoulins, Camille, 201. 
Dettingen, battle of, 180. 
Diana of Poitiers, 119, 121. 
Directory, the, 222. _ ^_ 

Distinguished Men, lists of, 16, 23, 71, 197, 
Dresden, battle of, 356. [26& 

Dreux, battle of, 128. 
Dubois, 174. 
Dumb Captain, 126. 
Dumouriez, 209. 
Dunes, battle of, 160. 
Duuois, bastard of, 98. 
Dupes, the day of tne, 153. 

Edwabd I. OF England, 62. 

" ni. '* 76,88* 

* *■ the Black Prince, 77. 
IV., 97. 
Eginhard, 86. 

Egypt, campaign in, 69, 3S& 
Eleanor, 46. 
Emigrants, the, 10, 305. 
Enghien, Duke o^ 157, 389. 
Envoult, to, 74. 
Estaing, Count d', 188. 
Etampes, Duchess d% 117, 119. 
Eugene, Prince, 170. 
Eugenie, Empress, 388. 
Eylau, battle of, 346. 

Faineants, Ron, 19. 
Family compact, 183. 
Federation, 18te o^ 906w 



xxviii 



INDEX. 



Fendaliem, 81. 

Fenelon, 167. 

Feuillants, 906. 

Field of cloth of sold, 115. 

Flearae, battle oi; 160. 

Flenry, 178. 

Foix, Gaston de, HI. 

Fontenay, battle of, 97. 

£oDteDoy, 180. 

Fornova, 107. ^ 

Franche Comt^ (Free Comity), 96. 

Francis I., 119. 

" II., 195. 
Franklin, 187. 
Frederick of Prussia, 179. 
Frede^onde, 18. 
Free lances, 80. 
French langue^e, 97. 
Fribourg, Dattle of, 157. 

** treaty of, 114 
Friedland, battle of, 94^. 
Fronde, war of, 166. 

GABBiiLB, the, 76. 
Gabrielle d'Estr^s, 146. 
Garigiiano, battle of, 110. 
Gaston, 159. 
Gaol, 9. 

Genevidve, St^ 12. 
George II. of Enjdand, 180. 
Girondists, the, 908. 
Godfrey de Boaillon, 44. 
Godoy, Don Manuel, 946. 
Grand Design, 147. 
Grauson. battle of, 97. 
Grasse, Count de, 188. 
Guesclin, Bertrand dn, 81. 8S. 
Guinegate, battle of, 98, 111. 
Guise, Francis, Duke of, ^91. 
" Henry. " 184. 

Guizot, 977. 

Hbnby L. 41. 
'» n., 191. 
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in., 189. 

IV., 186. ^ . «« 

v., Count de Chambord, 976w 
II., of England, 47, 48. 

" m. " 60. 

" V. " 86,88. 

" VI. " 88,98. 

" vni. " 115. 
Henrys, the, 198. 
Hemnps, day of, 89. 
Hohenlinden. battle of, 9g. 
Hopital, h\ Chancellor, 197, 197. 
Hugh the Great, 80. 

" Capet, 81. 
Huguenots, 195. 
Hundred Days, the, 967. 
Hundred Tears War, 7S. 

ImvooKNT, Pope, 61. 
Iron mask, 174. 
Italian wars, period oi; 106. 
Ivry, battle of, 137. 

Jacobins, the, 906. 
Jacquerie, tba, 79. 



Jacques Cceur, 94. 
JafGi, 999. 

James n. of England, 160. 
Jamac, battle of, 198. 
Jeanne D'Arc, 89. 
Jemmapes, battle of, 918. 
Jena, battle of, 944. 
Jeunesse Dor6e, la, 990. 
John, le Bon, 76. 

'' of England, 48. 
Josephine, ^60. 
July, the three days of, 974. 

Eniohtb, 58. 

Labbdotbbb, General, 971. 
Ladies* peace. 117. 
Lafttyette, General, 188, 904. 
Lamartine,981. 
Laugue d*oc, 61. 
" d'oil, 51. 
Languedoc, 47, 61, 07. 
Launay, de, 901. 
Law. John, 176. 
LawfSerlt, battle of, 181. 
League, the Catholic, 189. 
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